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ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL. 



ARE THE UNION SCHOOLS OF OHIO PROGRESSIVE ? 



It is a source of ^eat gratification to review the progress of the 
classified schools of Ohio for the last ten years, and especially is it a 
matter for congratulation that the free school principle has heen so 
cordially, so thoroughly, and, apparently, so permanently adopted in 
our State. But while a rich harvest of blessings has already been 
reaped, it needs to be distinctly understood that the capacity of our 
firee school system for usefulness remains yet almost entirely unrevealed. 
While it is true that our free classified public schools have been success- 
ful, still that success has not been of the first order. Valuable as far 
as it goes, it is still not worthy of the highest commendation. It does 
not, or has not yet, generally, involved the highest human attainments 
in its accomplishments. It has not yet so changed the fiice of society 
as to make the differenoe apparent to the common observer. What has 
been already gained is, in general, mostly preparatory to what should 
follow. By bringing together in a free school all the diversified gifts of 
all the children of a community, and thereby uniting and diflfusing all 
the advantages which social position and home culture can furnish, 
«ome degree of success must almost necessarily follow, and, if to the 
foregoing is added a judicious classification of the pupils in schools, the 
work of intelleotual instruction pan be oonducted with marked success 
by Teachers of quite ordinary attainments. Two highly essential ele- 
ments of prosperity, like those just mentioned, being understood and 
incorporated into a school system, progress to some extent, and in some 
form, becomes almost inevitable. The Teacher sopn regards his laboip 
with eomplacenoy, an^ pommnnity points with satisfaction and pri^e to 
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the liberal institutions flonrisbing in its midst. As before said, this is 
all well. It is progress, and progress in exactly the right direction. It 
is a matter for sober and rational exaltation, that so much has been 
achieyed. But let us be liberal in our views upon the great question 
of providing the best possible education for the young. Let us be spe- 
cific when we speak of the excellencies of our school systems. Let ua 
be candid and honest in defining the nature of our labors and in esti- 
mating the value of our services. We turn then to the question, are 
our schools progressive — both conservative and progressive ? 

We are to seek evidences of excellence and progression, first, in 
improvements upon past and present, known methods of school or- 
ganisation, school discipline, and instruction. In this respect it is 
believed that our schools have been, for several years, decidedly pro- 
gressive. But, secondf we are to look for progress in the invention and 
introduction of subjects and modes of instruction not hitherto known 
or practiced in any measure — ^more philosophical in plan, more effica- 
cious and &r-reaching in their tendencies. As the highest order of 
human culture ^ introduced, we are to look for a change in the whole 
moral atmosphere of a community. Truth, justice and charity will 
begin to be gloriously triumphant. Selfishness, fraud and uncontrolled 
appetite rapidly disappear. 

Are these evidences of progress around us ? Perhaps so in some 
measure, but certainly they are not super-abundant. The demand for 
these modes and results is not yet sufficiently distinct and emphatic. 
On the part of the parent and of the public, there exist only the vague 
hope or expectation that the Teacher, somehow, U educating, somehow 
win educate the child. Whether the skill of the Teacher is expended 
upon the intellectual or the emotional and moral nature of the pupil, 
has seldom been a subject of thought or inquiry,^much less a matter of 
careful observation and analysis. On the part of the Teacher also, it 
is feared that little beyond instruction in the sciences and the culture of 
the intellect is serioudy and deliberately undertaken. The preparatory 
tndnmg on the part of the Teachers themselves is still wanting, the 
skin is wanting, the instrunftentalities are wanting ; and, more still, the 
ideai 18 too often wanting, or exists in but a misty, shadowy, form, in 
all that relates to the eulture of the emotional and moral nature of the 
young. 

It certainly can not, in truth, be said that the child is properly edu- 
oated, when his knowledge of the sciences is accurate and extensive, 
and yet his impulses all wrong, while his inteUeot has been highly die- 
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dplined, yet his temper never subjected to control, his taste in letters 
most refined, jet his sense of justice most uncertain and obscure. Let 
us then be temperate and candid in speaking of our educational eondi* 
tion and progress. Giving proper credit for all that we have that is 
essential and truly valuable, let us aim at a higher standard of exeel- 
iMiee than has before been sought. We must not, for a moment, be 
satisfied with former conquests. We must not repose on old virtues or 
old laurels, while so much remains to be achieved. If, ten years ago, 
there was a pressing necessity f^ a liberal, judicious school organization 
in our State, there is an equal necessity now, for just and liberal sen- 
timents in relation to the higher departments of education. 

If Teachers of prudence, energy, experience and seal, were then 
needed to introduce the more outward, material elements of a free, pub- 
lic school system to popular favor, Teachers are now needed to inaug- 
urate emotional and spiritual culture into the free school training of our 
country. This may, indeed, appear difficult, discouraging, — seemin^y 
almost impossible. So have all other valuable achievements. It is 
sufficient for us to know that its acocnnplishment is necessary and pos- 
sible. 
Sandusjct, Dec 1, 1896. , m. r. c. 



Thb Hoon. — Dr. Scoresby, in an account that he has given of 
some recent observations made with the Earl of Bosse's telesoope, 
says : " With respect to the moon, every object on its surface of <me 
hundred feet was now distinctly to be seen, and he had no doubt tlwl 
under very favorable circumstances, it would be so with objects six^ 
feet in height. On its surfoce were craters of ezUnot volcanoes, rooksi 
and masses of stones almost innumerable. He had no doubt that if 
such a building as he was then in were upon the sur&oe of the moon, 
it would be rendered distinctly visible by these instruments. But 
there were no signs of inhabitants such as ours — no vestige of areht- 
tecture remains to show that the moon is or ever was inhabited by a 
race ot mortals similar to ourselves. It presented no appearance wfaieh 
could lead to the supposition that it contuned any thing like the greea 
fields and lovely verdure of this beautiful world of ours. .There was 
no water visible — not a sea, or river, or even the measure of a lesef- 
voir for supplying town or footory — »all seemed desolate." 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 



To THE EdITOB 09 TBOB OhIO JoUKNAli OV EDUCATION : 

JDeair Sir — You ask me to give you some account of the progresi 
ind present state of the Night Schools of this atj. I do so with 
pleasure, and only hope that it may be interesting to your readers. 

With us there is such hurrying to and fro, in the excited search for 
wealthy and so many branches of business in which young men and wo- 
men m^y profitably engage, that few remain at School long enough to 
complete even a good business education. Of 16,673 pupils registered 
last year in all the Public Schools of this city, only 2,468 were oter 
twelve years of age, and more than half of the whole number were 
under nine. Children engaged m any industrial pursuits at so early an 
age, cannot be supposed to take any great interest in the business that 
oecnpies them, but rather that they should regard their labor as a taek 
imposed, not for their own good, but for the good of others. Nor do 
they feel the weight of responsibility which rests upon those of mar 
turer years, and which modifies and restrains their natural impulses. 
Their time is not all occupied, and their intervals of leisure are de* 
voted to mere amusements and matters of temporary or trifling mo- 
ment. What they learn at School is forgotten. Habits of study pre- 
viously formed are superseded by irregular and even vicious courses, 
and the work of early edueation is nearly obliterated before manhood 
is reached. The period of which we speak is one of no little import- 
taaoe to the commonwealth. Any one who observed the proces- 
sions of the last political campaign, and heard the shouts which, as the 
roar of many waters, surged up the hill-sides that encircle us, will ac- 
knowledge that there is a power in Young America which is to be re- 
spected and cared for. Well, to bridge over this period which inter- 
venes between the school-going age and maturity, is a problem which 
has scarcely yet been solved. Atheneums, Philosophical Associations, 
Meoihanics' Unions, etc., etc, have been established williout number, 
both in this oountiy and in Europe, aafl they seem to answer a condi- 
tion of j/bneriean society, every where. In this oHy, I believe, these 
institetionB have assumed a new shape. They have become homogen- 
eoiis elements of the PuUio School system. 

fivery Winter, for sixteen yean, htfve night Schools been established 
in variens parte of the city, by the Boafd of Trustees and visitors of 
the Public Schoob. This Winter tibere are ten of 'ften, k as many of 
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the Pablio Sohixd btiildings. Each of tliese Sohools employ from two 
to fiye Teachers. They are elassified as nieely as the very great yariety 
of attainments and studies will permit. 

Till last session, these Schools were open only to young men. Last 
Fall young ladies were admitted for the first time. Though great ap- 
prehensions were felt lest this step might lead to difficulty, and l^ng 
discredit upon the entire system, no practical inconvenience, whatever, 
has been experienced. Toung ladies and young gentlemen are seated 
in separate, rooms eadi under the instruction of Teachers of their own 
sex. By dismissing the former a few minutes before the latter all Uie 
danger that had been predicted is avoided, and up to this time no com* 
plmnts have been made of any want of safety in passing to and fron 
Schools after night-fall. 

The Night Schools are generally instructed by the Teaches of the 
day Schools — by others, however, when these can not be secured. They 
open at 7, and are dismissed at 9 o'clock in the evening. The salary 
paid for this service is from $25 to $30 per month of twenty nights. 
The course of study has not yet been laid out, and it is quite doubtful 
whether one can be devised that shall meet the wants of a mass of 
scholars so hetisrogeneous as the pupils of the night Schools are found 
to be. 

It is possible that some plan of orgahifation nay be devised which 
wUl throw larger numbers of pupils together in the same house, and thus 
some classification be secured. 

Not unfrequently, young men and women come into the Schools un- 
able to read or to write. A single winter is generally sufficient to open 
to them the ridi stores of our literature, and give then^ a use of those 
wondrous characters which speak when the voice is silent. The pro* 
gross of the pufnls who attend these Schools regularly is highly satbfiic- 
tory, and justifies ike annual appropriation made to sustain them. 

THE NIQHT HIGH SCHOOL. 

A new feature has been recently added, which is expected to have 
the happiest influence upon the whole system of Night Schools. I re- 
fer now to the HfigM High School, 

Last Summer a contract was made between ihe School Board and 
the Board of Directors of the Ohio Mechanics' Institute, by which, for 
the consideratioa of $10,000, one half of the very large and substantial 
building, known as the Mechanics' Institute, was transferred in perpet- 
ual lease to the former party. The Mechanics' Association had main- 
tained lectures for several years. Thiese w^e thuilj «L\dwiiA«\)\tfs^«^^x^ 
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and it was sugg66tod by Dr. 0. O. Oomegya, a pronunent and active 
fliember of the Sohod Board, that it would not onlj be proper, but that 
it would be highly advantageous for that Board to take upon itself the 
seleclion and maintenanoe of these lectures, and to engraft the entire 
oouTse upon that already adopted in the District Night School. It was 
proposed that no one should be admitted to this course who could not 
undergo an examination on all those branches which are essential for a 
thorough understanding of a course of scientific lectures. A difficulty 
was antidpated in the very limited number who could be found to un- 
dergo an examination in Geometry, Algebra, and the definitions and 
classifications of the Natural Sciences. To proyide against this, it was 
thought best to establish two preparatory grades, making three in num* 
her with the course of lectures already mentioned. Thus has the plan 
of the Cincinnati Night High School been conceived and elaborated. 

The course prescribed for each of the three years is for the 

1st year — Algebra, Oeometiy, Book-keeping, Yocal Mu«c, Drawing 
and Design. 

2d year — ^Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Geology, Botany, Anir 
mated Nature, Yocal Music, Drawing and Design. 

3d year— ^The same subjects as of the second, to be taught in a course 
of lectures. 

It will be observed that the course is almost exclumvely science. 
Cincinnati is located in the midst of a country that knows no supe- 
rior for agricultural resources. Her horticulturists are known over the 
world. She is eminently a manufacturing city. It is fitting, then, 
that h&[ young men and young women should be trained so that they 
may intelligently take a part in the development of her tremendous 
losources. 

The exanunation of candidates for admission to the Night High 
School took place in the evenings of the 31st of October and November 
Ist It was conducted by printed questions, copies of which I enclose 
to you, to be inserted or not, at your pleasure. They were prepared 
for the candidates seeking admission to the third grade. The second 
grade has not yet been established. Two hundred and twenty-four 
candidates were examined and only one hundred and fifty admitted. A 
part of these admitted have been formed into a preparatory class. 

The School was organized on Monday evening, Nov. 10th, under the 
instruction of Cyrus Nason, Esq., Principal of the 4th Intermediate 
School ; John Hancock, Esq., Principal of the 1st Intermediate ; Asahel 
Page, 1st Assistant in the 4th Intermediate, and Miss Ellen F. Free. 
auui, a teaoher of the Woodward High School. 
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1%e wbole nnmber of pnpib registered in all the Night 

Schook, Not. 14tih, was - - - 1648 

The number that aetaally attended last week was - 1221 

The average attendance was * . - - - 1019 

Ton will see that this is only one-ninth of the attendance in our daj 
Sehools. Though this is a much greater proportion than has heretofore 
been attained, we hope to increase it still more. 

I am, sir, yours, most respectfully, 

ClHCIHNATI, KOT. 18th, 1856. ▲. J. K. 



SCHOOL GOVERNMENT— SPIES. 



It was a damp day in early spring, when Ada B. crossed for the first 
time the threshold of a boarding school, as a pupil. She was a thought- 
fill giri, retiring in her manners to an almost painful degree. She was 
now in h^r sixteenth year, and, with the exception of an occasional at- 
tendance at different select schools, had received the most of her educa- 
tion in her father's study. He had taught her after his own Uiorough 
and somewhat peculiar style, and in some respects, her education would 
have answered as well for a theological student as for a young lady. 
He sent her now to a female Boarding School, that she might receive 
■ome of those feminine accomplishments which he considered himself 
nnquafified to teach. With a beating heart she stood for the first time 
before her teacher, passed her examination, and was assigned her class. 
She was prepared to put the same implicit confidence in the sayings and 
doings of her teachers that she always had in het parents. It never 
entered her mind that they could be otherwise than sincere, when they 
endeavored to impress upon their pupils the beauty of truth, and 
brought long lists of scripture promises, warnings and threatenings, 
concerning deceit, to be committed to memory^ and explained and com- 
mented upon in the school room. 

Nor did it appear at all strange to her, that after these teachings, 
and especially, as a large proportion of the elder young ladies, who 
studied in their own rooms, were professed Christiaus, the teachers 
should expect their pupils to be truthful^ and should receive the reports 
whioh were handed in every night as true. 

She was therefore siirprised at the charges of deceit, and, in schfcvoU 
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girl phrafieobgy, meatmeu fireqoently brotighfc against them bj her 
aohooknates, who had heen longer in the inatitation ttiaa ahe had. She 
was also puzzled to acoount finr the fear and hatred with which many, 
eq>ec]ally the younger ones, regarded two or three quiet silent ones 
among the elder pupils, who stood high in finvor with the teachera, al- 
though remarkably dull scholars. It seemed to her very strange, tco, 
that they were forbidden to talk to one another about their teaehere, 
the rules and regulations, and that if they did talk thus the prindpal 
was $ure to find it oiU, In consequence of this regulation it took her 
a long time to find out, what she at length ascertained to be true, that 
in every room appropiated to study, on the play ground, in their walks, 
in every place where they were not under the immediate eye of their 
teachers, there were eyes fixed upon them, and tongues ready to re- 
port in secret ; where, if a false charge ahoold be made, no defence could 
be brought, and that the punishment frequently as secret as the trial, 
was sure tofoUow. She was too strictly upright ever to suffer firom 
such a course herself; but the discrepancy between that and the school- 
room instructbns struck her at (mce, and aroused all the indignation of 
a naturally high spirit. 

If, she reasoned, the principal knew that the girls were not to be 
trusted to remember and report all their little fiulings, why did they 
not appoint monitors over them, and give them a certain degree of au- 
thority to enforce the observance of the rules, and not pretend to trust 
them and give them the largest liberty, when every step they UxAl was 
taken in the presence of a spy ? Was that the way to illustrate their 
Christian teachings ? She found that this prindple extended throughout 
their whole system, and she lost at once all confidence in, and reqpect 
for, the teachers. She looked upon the principal, whom she now, look- 
ing back, believes to have been sincere in her efforts for the spiritual 
and temporal welfare of her pupils, as little better than the Lady Ab- 
bess of a Jesuit convent. And the little paradise of Christian love 
which the school appeared at first sight to be, became to her a hateful 
prison house, whoso portals she was glad to leave, never to return. Their 
intentions wore good, their instructions of a very high order, but their 
government was strong. Shortly after leaving school, Ada assumed 
herself the duties and rospoDBibiUties of a teacher. She was young, 
unused to the wayii of the world, and made many mistakes, and met 
with many trialH and diHoouragtmonts before she learned the art of 
teaching so as to bo sntiHllvd with her own success. Her own experi- 
ence, however, as given above, had taught her one lesson that she 
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dlwftys remembered. In tliefiret plao^, she kept her pupils as modi as 
possible under her own eye ; and she took no pmns to oonoeal btm 
them that sh^ was watohing over them, ready to encoorge if they did 
right, and to reprove if Wrong. She found that children do not object 
to having their teacher watoh them. It removes the temptation to do 
wteng, and they can behave right a great deal more ecuihf than if lift 
tm themselves. If she found it necessary to leave the sohool-roomi for 
a few moments, she would sometimes request an older pupil, one that 
had the respect of his sohoolmatos, to take her place and sometimes de 
as in the following case. A little boy came in to say that there was a 
man at tl^ door with a load of wood, waiting for directions as to its dis' 
posal. She started for the door, but paused at the threshold and looked 
back at the fifty pairs of bright eyes fixed upon her. Boys, is it neees- 
Mury to appcnnt a monitor to keep you still ? No, ma'am, we can keep 
ourselves still. She returned to the shooWoom after an absence of fire 
or ten minutes, and even a teaser's practiced eye could discover no «t- 
idmioe that their word had not been kept. She endeavored always to 
interest her pupils in the rules and order of the school in such a naft- 
ner that one who should break any regulation, should be looked upon 
by the rest as one disposed to interfere with their improvement, aad 
bring disgrace upon them as a school. In this she suooeeded beyond 
her expectation ; and almost always made nble and willing coadjutors 
of a large proportion of her scholars. To do this, and at the satte 
tiiBe discourage tale bearing, she found at first a delicate, and some- 
times difficult, task. But she learned in time, and taught her pufols 
that each individual could mind his ovm business and let the otbcts 
alone, except when they Interfered with his improvement or infringed 
upon his rights. 

As & general rule this worked very well ; for particular oases a par* 
tieolar treatment became necessary. But she never encouraged er al- 
lowed a whisperer or a spy, she would pay no attention to such, iMr 
hear any complaints the accuser was not willing to maintein in the pres- 
ence of the accused. She endeavored to cany out the principles of 
truth she taught them, and when she tdd them anything they believed 
it, believed she would do what she said, and also deal justly by them if 
she could. In this way, perhaps, she ocoarionally missed some things 
which might have come to her knowledge, but she gained the confidenee 
of her pupils, and learned them to trust her and one another. Alter 
she had taught several years in different schools, of almost every gradia, 
As was called to the female principalship in aa endowed institution, 
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wUdi (mght to have taken a rank nearly equal to that of a e<dl6ge. 
EHie was puzzled and perplexed by Tarious cnrcumstanees when she Brat 
entered the School, one of which was, that the two men who had tlie 
management of the institution, the principal and the manage of the 
hoarding department^ had no confidenee in each other ; that the stu- 
dents had none in either of them, that there was not the right kind of 
frabordination among the students, or, what she had been accustomed to 
ionsider, a right spirit of improvement. 

She was not long in discoyering that the principal was a man 
whose education was, oomparatiYelj, yerj poor for the station he oecm* 
ped. This^ however, only partially cleared up the mystery ; the greater 
portion of the students would not discover this, being, as before inti- 
mated, influenced by nothing more than what might be denominated a 
mercenary spirit of improvement. Upon this man came the whole 
ggremment of the sehool, aside from the authority maintained by the 
lady principal for the teacher of languages, whose name was in cate- 
logue as president, neither desired, (ht was penmtted to know anything 
about, Gs take any part in the government of the institution. Ghrad- 
ually, however, the mystery unfolded itself. One day Ada was reason- 
ing with one of the young ladies upon the wrong spirit she manifested 
towards one of her schoolmates. These two, with some others, occupied 
a suite of rooms, at a distance from those occupied by the Principal, 
and other young ladies; conseqently, out of her supervision, unless 
she went to them for that purpose. While talking to this young lady, 
die suddenly broke out with, ** Why, Miss B.,'the reason we don't like 
her» is because we think you have hired her as a spy upon us, to tell you 
every thing we do." Astonished and indignant, Ada repelled the 
charge with an earnestness which left no room for doubt in the mind of 
the listener. She told the young lady that she thought it would be a 
very good plan to have Miss L. appointed monitor of that set of rooms ; 
bat when she did that, she would let them all knew it, she never in her 
life employed a spy. 

She sought the principal and laid the matter before him, when, to her 
unbounded astonishment, he told her he '* had already agreed to give 
Miss L. her tuition, to keep watch of the young ladies in that room, 
and let him know their proceedings ; of course, not letting them know 
anything about it." A blush of shame mounted to his cheek, as he 
met her astonished, indignant look, and she turned from him, sick at 
lieart, that she had thus come in contact with the very principles she 
had always fought against. But the clue was reached. She found 
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tbai ihia little piece of deceit agunrt the sftadentB, was bat a speciiiieii 
ef the way the whole thing was managed. The principal governed hj 
qnea. The BjpeB tamed traitor to the principal. The stadents hid 
BO oonfidence in the teadiera, nor the teadiers in the stadents, and the 
lesKMi learned by the whole was deceit, and nothing bat deceit. Dir 
goated and weary, Ada songht another field of labor, with a new re^ 
eolTe in her heart, that, come what might, she would never manage her 
papils so as to implant in their young hearts a lesson of distrust and 
frsad, to be learned soon enough, when they go forth to struggle with a 
busy world. 

It is perhaps necessary to delegate the authority of a teacher to some 
of the pupils, sometimes, — always a necessary evil — but I hold that il 
ie not only unnecessary, but wrong, to make those pupils spies, 
Sonus, N. T., Nov., 1856. louibjl ▲ bljlkblt. 
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SELECTIONS. 



YOUR DAUGHTERS' HEALTH. 



A word on this point with you, fathers or mothers, who read the 
Okio. Farmer. Have you fully^ settled the matter in your mind that 
your daughter can be healthy only on the same conditions as your son ? 
If you have not thought over this subject, please do so, and if you di»' 
cover that your daughter can be well and strong while pursuing a course 
Uiat would enervate and ruin your son, make no delay in publishing il 
to the whole world. For, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, 
there are many people that are killing their daughters now, to make 
them pretty, who would be glad to have them pretty ynihaut killing 
them. But it may be some time before you make this discovery. 
Meanwhile, it will be safest to proceed on the principle, that if boys 
must have exercise to be healthy, girls need it too. If boys need pure 
air to inflate, their lungs, girls need the same. If boys need to be 
trained to vigorous toil in order to be worth anything, girls need some- 
thing similar to this, to bring out what good there is in them, too. 
Now if these principles be sound, let us ask whether you have carried 
them out in your family arrangement. Does Mary work as John does, 
at some good solid woric, or does she bend over her sewing ? Does she 
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go out of doors and walk, woilft or ride two or tbree faoan a day, or 
does she breathe almost wholly the heated and poisoDod air of a oloR 
room ? Does her dress allow her lungs free play, or are corsets snd 
oords crushing her vitals into premature putrefketion ? These are plain 
qoestions ; we mean them to be so ; for the principles and practices t* 
whieh they refer, are of incalculable consequence. It will not bhmi 
the arrow of grief, as you follow that daughter to the grare, to zemem- 
ber that your folly sowed the seeds of fatal disease in her system. Nov 
will it make your old age happy, to see in her puny and sickly oflbpring, 
the proof and result of your sad mistakes in her physical education. 
Beware now, for now is the time to beware of consequences. A Uun- 
der here matf imperil many lives, — Ohio Farmer. 



A New Geological Survey or Ohio. — We believe that under the 
present state of affairs, no step in state legislation would contribute 
more to the material prosperity of Ohio, than a tliorough geological and 
agricultural re-survey of the State. It would be a grand step towards 
opening the undiscovered treasures of mineral wealth, that now lie bur- 
ied and useless in our midst-*<^ ^ving a new impulse to art, science, 
and manufactures, without which any country must necessarily languish, 
under the sway of a poor, rude, and illiterate agricultural populalaon. 
Again, it would increase the agricultural value of knds in the State* 
It is a well known fact, that in tertiary formations, such as compose thl9 
surface of Ohio, strata often occur, lying within a few feet of eMi 
other, separately sterile, but which by being mixed, constitute a eoil of 
the highest fertility. Many beds of g3rp8um, marl, and other furtiliaen^ 
have been developed by Agricultural and Qeographical surveys in other 
States, which have greatly increased their agncultural prosperity .«^ 
Normal School AdoooatB. 



ORTaQfG&iPHiOAL. — A i^oemaker received a note from a lady to 
whom he was particularly attached, requesting him to make her a pair 
of shoes, and not knowing exactly the style she required, he dispatched 
a written missive to her, whether she would have them * Wround or Esq 
Ibizd,* The fair one, indignant at this nice specimen of ortiiography, 
replied *Kneeiher.* 
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THB PHONETIC 


ALPHABBT. 






Long Vowels. 




Shadb Yoweli 


8e, 


aa, 

ale, 


H CU 9 e, O O, 
arm, all oak, 

Shobt Vowsls. 


(Did; 

ooze; 


B^ All; 
earth, air. 




Be, 


A % Oo, U a, 
MB, OS, up. 


Uu; 

foot; 





DiTBTHONas. Consonants 

*i CTov ^y» ttu; ®9. R*. a^ 2/ S5, TJJb; 

)^, bcj, bow, new, etch, bath, bathe, manh, rouge, tA^. 

l^ d, ^ g, h, j, i, k, 1, m, n, p, r, s, t, v, w, y, z, 

as usually employed. 

YHS AND AB13» OV ETIMOLOJL 

ffq,r iz, li^ever, a fols etimoloji Irmq iz mug prevalent, and nv mug tet 

in ska>lz. Az da I{)gUJ iz a laggwaj der^vd from meni sorsez, and in 

modem t^mz haz resavd meni aksejonz from de Latin and Grek direkt^ 

kwjl previuBli it resevd dem indirektli tnb de Freng, tegerz hav bin mnq 

in dc habit ov Joi|3 de Latin and Grek ra>ts tu hwig wnrdz not Sakson ma 

be tiast^ and konsid^rip dez az de etimolojiz ov de lapgwaj. Kz grosest 

ecoiE ctr in de aktyiial hietori ov wurdz, and in de derivajon ov d%r menip 

ffom de histori. Met akyiiTat nolej, funded upon fonoloji and de lojikal 

bistori ov wnrdz, wil korekt dez, but in de men t[m it iz nesesari dat pepl 

Jud be disabiizd ov de tet dat if da no de ultimat Latin er Grek orijin ov 

a wmrd da no its meni^. Hrgbijop Hwatli givz de tre wnrdz understand- 

ig, lubttanfl, h^postisis, el |dentikal in d%r radikal menip, and w^dli difer- 

ent in dq,T aktynal aplikajonz az egzamplz ov de danjerus mistaks hwig 

ma be mad bj doz bcb go direkt tu de etimoloji ov wurdz. It iz a most 

inetniktiv and y^iful ekaeisiz ina. obz^ rv de menq) ov wurdz, er tu tias de 

dMivdJon ov de most viirid jdeaz from de earn radikal nojonz, bat eni 

wtm ba> konsevz dat be kud predikt de ganj b^ noi^ de orijinal, wud be 

IJk a man prognostikatig de kors ov a river from a nolej ov de lokaliti oy 

ite son widirt eni konsep/on ov de natyqr ov de kuntri tciD bwig 14 bad 

tuflo. 

Etimoloji iz not onii inseparabl from f onoloji, but from bistorl also ; 
and de somer dat sug baBtcird l^xnig az komonli goz b^ de nam ov eti- 
moleji iz -got lid ev, de beter far d» lojikal edyiikafon ov Ipglijmen. Tu 
dee ha> no Latin and Grek, de ganjez mad b^ fonetik speli^ wil not oka*' 
son de sl^test difikulti in trasif) a wurd tu its orijin ; tu doz lub da> not, ' 
de ^a^jez qr ov no konaekwens bwo^ver. 
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ANS¥rERS TO QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL LAW. 



BT THB STATS COlOilSSIOSER OT COMMON SCHOOLS. 



QuxsTioir. When the qualified Toten of a city or incorporated Tillage, or- 
faniaed at to Schools, nnder anr jpeoo/ act. shall hare determined hj Tole^ at 
proTided in Sec. 66 of the general School law. that die Common Schodt of a«ch 
dtf or incorporated Tillage » hall be conducted and managed in accoidanoe wUk 
the piOTisions of said general School law ; and when such citj or incorporated 
TiDage than haTC proTided bj ordinance for tilie election or appointment of a 
Board of EdncatioQ. piescribing thev number and tenna o*" office, wonld it bt 
Itgal or competent for the Conncil of soch city or incorporated Tillage, inbee 
f«e&47 to change by another oidinanee, the nomber of memben c<mstitBti]|g 
aaid Board of Edncaxion, or to direct that they ahoold be elected instead of 
appointed, or nice neraa f 

Anwmm. SeTcial qnestions similar to the aboTe.haTe been at diilinent timea» 
tabmitted to this depanment for an opinion npon the proper inteipietatioa of 
the last dense of See. ^ of the School law. 

At lint, the opinion was entertained that when the qnalified Toteis of a citj or 
ineoiperated TiUage. had determined to relinqalth their organ^ation at to 
echoolt nnder any special School act. aad to be goremed by the p i OT is ione of tte 
feaeial School law. and when the Conncil of snch tisj or incorpoiatBd TiBive, 
had onee pioTided by oidinance for the eteetkn or appointment of a Board ef 
Btecationt deacribtng the nnmber of Its members and the terms of their 
tiie power of taM Conncfl was.fMictes ||hfi. and that.tbcxfnfter.it wevld 
■a peiver in the piemues to change the nnmben composing the Board of ] 
laoA, or the manner of creatiAg them, than if sn^ dty or ineorpoialBd TiDage had 
Mirer been oiganixed. as to Schools, vader a fecial act, hot had. atthe tteeef 
«he enactment of the genend School law, ooiae at osoe nnder the proTidoBS 
inlMd in its sad, 391 SIth and S5ih Sections. 

Baton tether inrew^gation, and after taking the adrice of sevend logtl 
tkinen. <he naders^gned has <x«e to the coBdnsion, that the Ckwndl of a^j ci^ 
«r inooiporated riHage. whkh has dettrmtned as ahoTe saaed, that its mwen 
Schoelt iiudl be oondncsetd and managed In accoidanee wtti the general Seheol 
act way<iwage any oidiaance which msiyha^ been made tbr die 
t|9MMm«ntefaBoaidof£dncatlon,aeatte inceaase or dimini^ Ae 
af imnembera, proTided the nnmber be not red n cad be)ow thiee 

the growth of snch city or ineorpoiaeed Tillage, or the best 
mjQr afca to demasd, ft k aSselcoaapeent Ibr said CoeBdi In 
of <9«eting the Beaad ef Edneaties, by a pr o T i J ie n In ^^ot^ 
that they shiLC be fte<ied huend ef ap|kOKa«e< <v the re^e^^ Uiiba- 
lit wi i duct the poorer in ^nectwn k a iii a if aa in^ y > wm, and is net cxhnaMed 
19- teviag l«e& oncf cxcru^. 

<| li M Wi Mc. Ina ranahi Ai>diMric«.in<hetev«ldp«f ^aaewBckOQl 

sed. b« a» alMMeft, thsa tQT ransan ef swasaps a»d the viBf 
> jaaai, it can not be renthed hf n laqpe Monber ef «ebo: 

Tlie )Mal dSmetors TCftee la eeraVish rw> 

tcreral of the inhaKitaBts are ehllgcifi Kk m a inta i n a ^iriTaK 8cftonl» 

let their ckadrea ro wttrat ednesrienu amd thia. len^ aMwithsinndfe^g t^ 

lbrtheaap|>«n<vf^^^MN>^ W^m is the rmedy for snch crliett i»- 
mapertJeaefthepet^afthit wb iiailnf 
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AvswMB. By Sec. 63 of the general School Act, it is dedared that all the real 
and personal property in the State shall be taxed for the purpose of '^ alTording 
the adyantages of free educatim todU (he youth of ihiM State.*^ HencCi every in- 
habitant may reasonably demand of the Board of Edncation, in the tonwship in 
which he resides, the establishment of a School within snch a distance of his 
residence, and with snch facilities for reaching it, as wonld enable his children to 
attend it, without travelling an unreasonable distance, or over impassable roadi 
or through swamps. Until such roads are rendered passable, and the swamps 
dnUned or bridged, the inhabitants who are incommoded as already stated, 
should apply to the Township Board for permission to send their children to tht 
Schools in other sub-districts, more accessible; and the Board would be in dotf, 
and in law, bound to grant such permission, if the facts are as stated. And if 
the Board should refuse, without good cause, to grant the privilege solicited, th« 
parties feeling themselves aggrieved, could then apply to the District or Supremt 
CoorC for writ of mandamus, to compel the Board to do its duty in this regard. 

H. H. BARNEY, 
C9mmi$twntr qf Comvum ikhook. 
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BREVITIES. 



Q^* Theodore Hook once said to a literary man, at whose table his publisher 
had become intoxicated, *' My dear sir, yon seem to have emptied your unne-c^- 
lor into yonr 5ooJt-«22er." 

q:^ a Tale College student lately perpetrated an amusing classical pu. 
Seeing a box of tea at the door of a dealer, he printed on it, in bold letters, tht 
Latin words Ui doces^ to the no small|amusement of the collegians who Arequent- 
ed the place* The Latin words tu doces (thou teachest) being of course rendered 
Thon Tea Chest! 

03^ The stepping-stone to fortune is not to be fbund in a jeweller's shop. 

B^ A gentleman was promenading a fashionable street with a bright little boy 
ftt Mfl side, when the little fellow cried out: 

** Oh, pa, there goes an editor 1" 

** Hush ! hush 1" said the father, '* don't make such sport of the poor man-^3od 
only knows what you may come to yet'* 

03^ Lost.— Yesterday, somewhere between sunrise and sunset, two golden 
hours, set with sixty diamond minutes. Ko reward is offered, for they are gone 
forerw. 

liy** Bven this will pass over V* wsus the proverb whidi the wise Solomon gave 
to an Eastern friend, who desired such a motto as wonld make the sonl strong in 
misfortune, and humble in prosperity. 

07* Infinite toil would not enable ]rou to sweep away a mist; but by aseendinf 
a little, you may often look over it altogether. So it is with our moral improve- 
ment ; we wrestle fiercely with a vicious hahit, which wonld have no hold npon 
ns if we ascended into a higher moral atmosphere. 

Q;^ The liar is the greatest fool; but the next greatest fool is he who tells all 
he knows. A prudent reticence is the highest practical id^donL Sltaiee has 
made more fortunes than the most gifted eloqQenoe. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



WHERE AND HOW WE MEET.* 



•• To Athens I" was the joyfcd cry of Ghrecian scholars, when returned 
the seasons of their literary festiyals. To Athens philosophers, ora- 
tors, and poets journeyed. To Athens went the ambitious young, to 
tieaaore up wisdom from the lips of sages, — to gather inspiration from 
the tongues of the eloquent. In Athens met the Teacher and the pu- 
pil, — the lecturer and the learner. There, 2500 years ago, they met, 
and in social interoourse, and in literary entertainments, their festal 
days passed swiftly away, — ^passed joyfully away. Then to their homes 
they went, strengthened for new studies, inspired with new purposes, 
and looking forward to the day when again the cry would be heard— 
*• To Athens I" 

Teachers of Ohio, twice every year we meet for a purpose similar to 
that which hastened to their one capital of soienco, literature, eloquence 
and art, the teaching profession of ancient Greece. Twice every year 
to some chosen Athens we repair, to speak and to hear, to teach and to 
leam* and to exchange joyful greetings. Ohio, of which Plato, Pericles, 
and Pindar never heard, has its literary festivals. Our Colleges have 
their annual commencements, to which re-unions Alumni and Literati 
repair. To their Alma Maters these sons return, glad again to visit the 
classic halls where, in youth, their minds had been trained for those 
a^vities of life in which they now engage. 

But no more joyous or profitable meetings are ever held in our great 
State, than our own semi-annual gatherings. When the year is closing, 
when the hoarse blasts of winter are mingling with the jubilant greet- 
ings of Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, we avail ourselves of 
our Holiday Recess, to go up to our Capital City — the seat and center 
of our political power, our civil and benevolent institutions — and there, 
as «t a common home — there, as the sons and daughters of one family, 
we pass no heartless " compliments of the season ;" but, glad in each 
other's presence, our hearts beat with new hopes, and throb with more 
noble purposes, sending a stronger and warmer current of life-blood to 



* Thifl article is the introdnotory portion of an address, by the Editor of the Journdlf given 
at Ma i wflei d , at the opening of the eighth Mmi-ammal meeting of the Ohio State Teaehen' Ab- 
«ofiAttan,Jiaj-2,1806. 
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nerve our arms, to make strong our hearts for the great work to which 
we soon return. 

Ope half-year we give our strength, souls, and hearts, to our profes- 
sional work. Winter and spring are gone; summer, with burning 
heat, is upon us ; our school-year closes ; we take leave of our loved 
pupils; worn with long labors, we hail the coming of a long vacation. 
Many of us are about to visit that dear place, like which earth has no 
other, the homes of our childhood, our parents and others, dear to our 
Bouls. But, ere we thus go, we turn our eyes to some provincial 
Athens^ as a center for our summer gathering. Cleveland, Sandusky, 
Dayton and Zanesville are visited. Another summer is upon us, and 
another gathering is before us, and at what town shall that gathering 
be? 

Ninety-seven years ago, in that American Eden, New Haven, Jared 
Mansfield was born. At eighteen years of age he graduated at Yale. 
He became a Schoolmaster, and in New Haven and Philadelphia, he 
spent several years in teaching. He was then appointed Professor of 
Natural Philosophy at the U. S. Military Academy, at West Point. The 
publication of his '' Philosophical Essays " added to his reputation, and 
he took a front rank among the scientific men of the nation. Fifty 
ihree years ago President Jefferson appointed him Surveyor General of 
the United States, for the Northwestern . Territories. He became a 
resident of Cincinnati, and died twenty-six years ago. 

Forty-eight years ago, in Richland County, there was laid out a town, 
** beautiful for situation," occupying an elevation, where we look out 
upon a landscape handsomely disposed in hills and valleys. That town 
was destined to be occupied by a population second to no other for enter- 
prise, intelligence and morality. It was to be the residence of Gov- 
ernors and Judges, of men high in the councils of the State and the 
Nation. 

A name is wanted for this town of beauty and of fame. What shall 
men call it ? The proprietors cast about for an appropriate name for 
the embryo village. Shall they go to the classic lands of Greece and 
Italy, whence to transport the cognomen of some heathen city, or hero, 
or demi-god ? Shall they search the rolls of our American warriors 
and statesmen for a name with which to christen their prospective city? 
No I They will name it for the able and earnest Schoolmaster. They 
will call it Mansfield. Mansfield — ^which some of its manly citizens 
may choose to interpret as Bigai^jing man* s JUld ; a field, in which man, 
strong-handed — man, brave-hearted — man, courageous to plan and firm 

2 
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to execnte, sball be found. There may be shrewd lawyers and distin- 
guished judges here, who would proudly trace back the name of their 
beautiful town, and find its origin in that famous English Lord, who 
just 100 years ago, was made Chief-Justice of the King's Bench. But 
to no such unjust and ambitious assumptions will we yield. It was a 
School Teacher ^ whose name, redolent of every manly grace and virtue, 
honors the town in which the Teachers of our State this day assemble. 

Teachers of Ohio, thanks we owe to the politeness which invited us to 
hold this meeting here, and higher thanks for the generous hospitality 
of the families whose doors are opened wide for our entertainment. 
But we have a right to be here ; we are ** part owners " in the good 
name of this happy village. Mansfield was a father in the Israel of 
School Teachers. And we come, not as pilgrims to worship at hi.s 
shrine, for his supulcher is this day in the land of his fathers, but we 
come, claiming a share in the fame of Mansfield. This is our cherished 
Athens for 1856. True, we here look upon no resplendent marble, in 
the form of Minerva's Temple. The Academy with its groves, and 
the Lyceum with its fountains, are not here. We find not here an or- 
ator like Demosthenes, a philosopher like Plato, a poet like Euripides. 
Nor do we desire to find them hero. We come up to Mansfield to meet 
ourselves. ^ We are Teachers, all engaged in the same work ; all acting 
from a common purpose ; all meeting like experiences of hope and dis- 
couragement. We come here to exchange greetings, to give play t(> 
our sympathies, to speak to each other words of encouragement, to im- 
part impulses and influences, and to receive impressions and inspira- 
tions which shall make us better and happier men and women ; more 
earnest and successful Teachers. On an errand more worthy, on a mis- 
sion more sacred, we could not meet. Heaven bless our interview, 
guide our councils, and direct to such conclusions as shall make it good 
for us to be here. 

Teachers, I congratulate you upon the auspicious circumstances in 
which we gather here to-day. But eight and a half years have passed 
since this Assooiation was formed. At Akron, on the 30th of Dec. 
1847, delegates from eleven counties assembled for the organization of 
an Ohio State Teachers' Association. Where then were the Union 
Schools, and the High Schools, — ^the school houses and School Teachers 
of to-day? Less than twenty Teachers were present at that Akron 
meeting. 

But what a change have these eight years accomplished. Hundredf^ 
of Teachers, high in character and qoalifieations, are now found at our 
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meetings. The old dispensation has passed away, and, chiefly through 
the earnest efforts of the Teachers of the State, a new law has been 
enacted, which, in my estimation, is the glory of our great common- 
wealth. This School Law might, in some of its details, be made bet- 
ter. I trust that it will receive certain modifications, which will increase 
its efficiency and usefulness, and at the same time allay that very gen- 
eral opposition which the operation of certain of its provisions has exci* 
ted. But in all its prominent principles, our School Law is one of the 
wisest and grandest State enactments that has ever blessed the world. 

I congratulate you on the results which have already followed the 
action of our school system. The late report of our State Commission- 
er affords indisputable testimony to the truth that this system is a foun- 
tain of life to the youth and children of Ohio, — a fountun^ whence 
flow streams to refresh and bless and make glad the intellectual, the 
social, and the moral interests of the people. 

And when we reflect on the change for the better which eight short 
years have affected in the condition and prospects of popular learning 
in our State, let us, like St. Paul at Appii Forum, ** thank God, and 
take courage." 



STATE SCHOOL COMMISSIONER. 



The present School Law of Ohio was enacted in March, 1853 ; and 
the Commissioner was elected in October of the same year. It was 
the wish and effort of the Teachers of the State, that this office should 
be kept aloof from party politics. This wish, however, was overruled 
by a large majority of the electors of the State ; and it was then decid- 
ed that this office must take its chances with the other offices of the 
State. 

We took no part in the nominations made for Commissioner in 1858, 
but we had our reasons for desiring the election of Mr. Lorin Andrews. 
When first we met the successful candidate, Mr. H. H. Barney, we 
frankly said to him that Mr. Andrews had been our choice for Commis- 
sioner, but that we would cheerfully render him, (Mr. Barney,) any 
assistance that might be in our power, in the execution of his official 
duties. We said to him that, in our esUmation, he held the most impor- 
tant office in the State, and we boped that his administration of our 
School Law would prove eminentiiy sucoesBfuL 
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So far as we are aware there have from that daj to this, existed the 
most amicable relations and purposes between us. When we, last win- 
ter, came to reside at our State Capital, Mr. Barney showed us most 
friendly attentions. For seyeral weeks he kindly gave us a table in his 
o£Sce, while a room was preparing for us. 

In January, the Democrats had nominated Mr. Barney for reelection ; 
and in May we were made a candidate for the same office by the Re- 
publicans. For months our friends in various parts of the State, had 
been inquiring of us whether we would accept such a nomination. All 
such inquiries we answered with an honest negative. We did not 
desire the office. It imposes great responsibility and severe labor, and 
the salary, ($1,500,) is no greater than is paid to many Teachers in 
positions much more easily filled. And more than all, we did not 
believe that our qualifications were equal to the demands of the office. 

While we were in nomination we made little or no effort to secure 
our election. We made no speeches, except on one occasion, when 
unexpectedly called upon. We then did little more than to apologize 
fi>r not speaking at length. But the papers say that we have been elect- 
ed, though we have received no officiql information on the subject. If 
such is the result, we shall do what we can towards discharging the 
duties of our office in a judicious and efficient manner. That we shall 
commit no mistakes and errors, we dare not hope. That our adminis- 
tration will please all, we are not vain enough to expect. As Commis- 
sioner, we shall " know no North, no South," in either State or Church. 
That is, with political and denominational differences of opinion, we 
shall have nothing to do. We shall seek counsel from the active and 
judicious friends of education, whether they be Democrats, like Dr. 
Trevitt, Judge Thurman, Harvey Bice and George Willey, — Republi- 
cans, like Judge Bates, Senator Canfield, Rufus King and Charles W. 
Hill, or Americans, like Dr. Stevens, and others of his party. 

But we have said quite as much as is proper for us to say on this 
subject at present. 



I love a hearty laugh, (says Sidney Smith,) above all other sounds. 
It is the music of the heart; the ilirills of those chords which vibrate 
from no bad touch; the language Heaven has given us to carry on the 
exchange of ainoere and disinterested sympathies. Herein we diflbr 
from the brutes. AnimaU donH laugh. 
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LETTERS TO THE CHILDREN OF OHIO. 



NUMBER X . 
DSAR CniLDREN : 

What pretty letters you do write me. I wish that I could have them 
all printed in the Journal, but there is not room for them. I was great- 
ly pleased with the "Resolutions" passed in Miss F 's school. 

Stick to them, you little jewels. The children in Miss T 's school, 

in C — D — , are often thought of. One little girl writes a glowing 
description of her loved Teacher, — describing her bright, blue eyes 
her fresh cheeks and pleasant voice, — all of which I sincerely believe 
is true of her. One boy writes me that he has the best Teacher in all 
the world, "only his ugly moustache makes his mouth look real mean.'' 
We rather sympathize with his wish that " he would cut off the dirty 
thing." But our little friend must remember that when Sampson 
lost his hair, there was not much left of him. 

You will remember, children, that in one of my letters, I told you 
about the children who can not speak ; who have to make motions with 
Ibeir fingers when they wish to communicate their thoughts. It is a 
great affliction to be dumb. But we better not be able to talk, than to 
use our tongues for bad purposes. We better have no tongues at all, 
than to use them for speaking profanity, falsehood and vulgarity. 
Boys, when I hear a man swear, I say to myself, * ^poor man, what a 
pity it is that you are not dumb,^* It does nobody any good to swear. 
God has solemnly forbidden it. It is a crime against God, and against 
good manners. 

There once was a boy who used sometimes to swear, when he was 

displeased. One day he read these words, and he never swore after 

that. 

" It chills mj blood to hear the blest Saprcme, 
Rudely appealed to on each trifling theme; 
Maintain yonr rank, valgarity despise, 
To swear is neither brave, polite nor wise. 
You would not swear upon a bed of death; 
Reflect, your Maker now may stop your breath." 

It is not *^ bravo " to use profane words. The greatest cowards in 
the world can swear. It is not ''polite." A true gentleman would 
no sooner swear than he would tell lies. It is not ''wise," and fools 
can swear just as well, or bad, as any body else. boys I never speak 
pro&ne words ; and, if possible, do not associate with swearers. 

I do hope that none of you ever tell lies, A lying tongue is a great 
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deal worse than the tongae of tihe dumb, whioli can not speak at all. 
Liars are very tronblesome, as well as wicked people. I never can 
endure to have anything to do with people whose word I can not de- 
pend on. A great deal of trouble is made in the world by telling what 
is not true. And very often people get themselves into difficulty by 
telling, lies. I must tell you a stoiy on this subject. 

There once was a boy who was watching some sheep. One day he 
thought that he could play a trick on some men who were at work in a 
field not far off. So he ran to them, and pretending to be scared half 
to death, said that some wolves were killing the sheep. He begged the 
men to go and drive the wolves away. They ran with him to the 
sheep, but there were no wolves there. The naughty little boy had 
told a lie, just to fool the men. But the next day the wolves did real- 
ly come, and the boy was terribly frightened. He ran to the men, and 
told them that the wolves were killing the sheep, and plead with them 
to go and drive them away. But as he had lied to them before, they 
did not believe his story, and would not go with him. So the wolves 
lolled the poor sheep. 

My dear children, always be truthful and honest. A liar is just 
about the meanest animal that ever lived. 

Some children who never use profane words, and never tell lies, are 
sometimes guilty of using very indecent andJUthy language. This is 
about as bad a use as they could possibly make of their tongues. 
When you talk with each other, and at all times, avoid all vile and 
impure words. Some children seem to think it not wicked to use very 
obscene language. But they are very greatly mistaken. I hope that 
all the children who read the Journal will bo very careful to make a 
good use of their tongues. 

I have written against using your tongues to utter profane, untrue, 
and obscene words. There is one thing more which I wish to mention. 
Be careful not to use coarse and outlandish language. So far as you 
can, speak in a dignified and grammatical manner. There are a great 
many loaferish phrases, and low by-words, which some people use. 
It is pretty certain that people who say ** you can't come it," and ** he 
bust his biler," and other slang phrasesi are not gentlemen and ladies, 
but ill-bred people, who are poor examples for you to follow. I do not 
say that such language is wicked^ but it is foolish and coarse. 

But I must close this letter. May God bless the dear children of Ohio . 
Good-by. Editor. 
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VALEDICTORY. 



One year ago we wrote our prolegomena, or editorial inaugural. 
With the revolving year, the wheel of destiny has made an unexpected 
revolution, and we are thereby required to dismount the tripod, and 
surrender into the hands of the Association the trust which they com- 
mitted to our charge. 

The position which we have held was unsought and unexpected ; 
and we entered on its duties with much distrust of our ability for their 
appropriate performance. And now that the year has passed away, and 
we review our labors, we find nothing of our own of which to boast, but 
numerous deficiencies to deplore. 

But of that department of the Journal which has been supplied by 
other pens than our own, we are free to speak in terms of highest 
praise. We are confident that no other State educational paper, has 
contained more contributions of ability and value than have appeared 
in this Journal, Though some of these articles are of unusual length, 
most of them have been copied into numerous periodicals throughout 
the country ; and we doubt not that their influence has been as benefi- 
eial as it has been extensive. And we sincerely thank all the eontrib- 
utors to the Journal for the very efficient aid which they have gendered. 

Of the 384 pages contained in the last twelve numbers, 42 have 
been furnished by the corps of Associate Editors, 146 by other contrib- 
utors, 23 by the State School Commissioner, aud 19 have been selec- 
tions from other publications. The balance of the volume, 15-i pages, 
we have furnished. 

Editing a Journal is as much a profession, a trade, as preaching or 
teaching, practicing law or medicine. With the peculiar duties of an 
Eiditor we had but slight acquaintance when we took charge of the 
Journal, We had every thing to learn. We beg our readers to make 
due allowances for this fact. 

In our articles we have had little to say in regard to teaching. How 
to teach grammar, and other branches of study, we have chosen to leave 
to Institutes and other associatious. We have judged it more impor- 
tant to direct attention to the character and manners demanded of 
Teachers. We hope that our efforts in this direction have not been 
wholly in vain. Our ** Letters to the Children of Ohio," we can 
but know, have been read with interest by those to whom they have 
been addressed. 

To the numerous Teachers who have, by letter and otherwise, express- 
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ed satisfaction with our management of the Journal, and to Editors 
throughout our State, who have spoken with approbation of our eflforts, 
we make grateful acknowledgments. 

Post Script. — Every day we are questioned in regard to the future 
of the Journal of .Education. It is a subject in regard to which we 
know nothing. The Executive Committee will, we presume, arrange 
the matter in due time. 

We do not believe that any new man, unacquainted with the busi- 
ness, can take charge of the Journal under such restrictions as the 
Association impose, and make it pay all expenses the first year. The 
printers' bill is about $2,500 per annum. Office rent, fuel, postage 
etc., about $100. Editor's salary $1,500. Total, $4,100. That a 
more economical plan for conducting the Journal should be adopted, 
none can dispute. 

We will not recommend a course for the Association to pursue, but 
it seems to us that the plan adopted by the N. Y. State Association 
might well bo pursued by their Ohio brethren. The New York Teach- 
er is the educational organ of three States, — New York, New Jersey, 
and California. It has a paying circulation twice as large as that of 
the Ohio Journal. But at the close of the last volume it found itself 
in debt to the amount of $2,400. Mr. Cruicshanks offered to take the 
entire responsibility of the concern for a term of three years, — to pay 
all expenses, and to make it pay him what he could. They accepted 
his proposition. The Teacher is still the organ of the Association, as 
heretofore. Associate Editors are appointed as formerly. But the As- 
sociation is relieved from all pecuniary obligations. Mr. C. acts as 
Resident Editor, and its fiscal management is his own personal concern. 

There is a gentleman residing in Columbus who, probably, could be 
induced to take charge of the Journal on the same conditions. The 
Association might appoint Associate Editors as heretofore, and continue 
to control its character, and at the same time be relieved from all care 
and expense as to its publication. 

The gentleman of whom we speak, is Col. S. D. Harris, for many 
years a Teacher, and still deeply interested in the cause of Education. 
He has had much experience as an Editor and Publisher, is possessed 
of eminent qualifications for taking charge of the Journal. We know 
of no man more competent to occupy this position, and we feel the 
utmost confidence that he would make the Journal quite equal to the 
best educational paper in the country. 

It is due to Mr. Harris that we should say that he does not seek to 

take charge of the Journal, and will on no account do so, unless upon 

the assurance that such is the general wish of the Association. Nor 

JB he aware that we are thus bringing his name before the Association. 
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EDUCATIONAL ITEMS. 



OHIO. 

Columbus. — We have long been intending to prepare an article on the Edu- 
cational Institutions of Columbns. Bat not having found time to visit these 
schools, we must confine, for the present, our notice to a few p;encral facts. Be- 
sides the Institutions for the Blind and Deaf and Dumb^ Columbus boasts the 
Capital University— Esther Institute— Starling Medical College— Granger's Com- 
merdal College, and the City Public Schools. 

The University has a Faculty of six members, Rev. C. Spiel man, President ; 
Esther Institute, a Seminary for girls, has eight Teachers ; Mr. Lewis Heyl is 
Principal and Proprietor. In the Medical College there are seven Professors. 
In Granger's Commercial College, there arc eight Teachers and Lecturers. 

Mr. E. D. KiNGSLEY is Superintendent of tlie Public Schools. \Vc can not 
state the exact number of Teachers in these schools, but It must be aboMt fortp. 
In addition to the Teachers in the ordinary branches, there are Teachers of 
French, German, Music, Penmanship, etc A very valuable supply of apparatus has 
recently been procured from E. S. Ritchie, of Boston, at an expense of some 
$1,500. These schools have long needed more commodious ami . respectable 
houses. There is not one really good public school building in the city. In two 
of them improvements are now making. The Board of Kilucation are now dis- 
posed to provide all required facilities, and the Superintendent and Teachers are 
indefatigable in their efforts. 

MoiVROE County. — Educational interests are malting fine progress in this 
county. We are indebted to Mr. William Wheeler for information in regard to 
the cause in that land of hills and valleys. The Teachers held an Institute in 
Woodsfield, commencing Oct. 20, 1856. A more enthusiastic and successful 
meeting was never held in Ohio. They adjourned to meet in the same place on 
the last Monday in March, 18.')7. And when that meeting is held, " may we be 
there to see." 

Stabk County.— Mr. 0. N. Hartshorn, of the Monnt Union Seminari/j writes: 
•'We have enrolled this term 203 students, (but two or three under 14 years of 
age.) 214 have taught district schools. About one-third nre ladies, healthy and 
handsome." Inasmuch as they are •• healthy," we trust that they have strength 
enough to hold together without hooping^ as the manner of some is. And as 
they are "handsome," it is probable that coming events will show a peculiar 
significance in the name Mt. Union. 

Richland County.— We are indebted to Dr. Catlin, the meritorious Super- 
intendent of the schools in Mansfield, for a copy of his late report. It is a doc- 
ument of high value, and we have marked passages for insertion in the Journal. 

OuB Normal Schools at Hopedale and Lebanon are, we are happy to learn, 
doing well. The N. S. Advocate, the organ of the Lebanon School, and published 
at Dayton, has of lute assumed new vigor, and it is becoming a power in our 
educational system. 

Wayne County.— The Teachers of this county had a good time at their 
meeting in Chester, Dec. Gth. They have enlisted for the war, and are deter- 
mined that the interests of education shall never wane in old Wayne. 
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ILLINOIS. 

Great preparations are making for the meeting of the Illinois State Teachers' 
Association at Chicago Dec. 2dd, 24th and 25th. A committee of twenty has been 
appointed in that city to make preparations for the entertainment of the Teach- 
ers who shall attend. Professor F. D. Huntington, of Havard College, with other 
able speakers, is to address the meeting. The editors of all the educational 
papers of the west, have received special invitations to attend. 

Messrs. Powell and Hovey will please accept our sincere thanks for their polite 
invitations. 

ExTEAVAGANT LAUDATION. — Hovcy, of the Illinois Teacher, says of Wilder, 
of the (New York) American Journal of Education, "he wields a ready pen, and, 
like a singed cat , is a mighty sight better than he looks." We never saw either 
Wilder or the cat spoken of, and can not, therefore, say which has most canse 
for being proud of the comparison. 

Hovey, Hovey, if that is the way you talk about your editorial brethren who 
call on you, you will never be honored by a visit from us! Not that we are not 
^ood-lookiug, as well as smart, but you. Sucker that you are, might not discover -<- 
the fact. 



The Annual Meeting of our State Teachers* Association, to be held in this 
city on the last two days of the year, promises to be an occasion of unusual 
interest. The subjects to be discussed are of high importance. The gentlemen 
who are to address the meeting are, " present company excepted," distinguished 
for talent and eloquence. 

We are not authorized to speak on the subject, but may remark that efforts 
are making to secure half-fare on the various roads leading to this city. The 
hotels in the city will entertain Teachers at reduced rates. We hope to see an 
immense gathering of our whole-souled Teachers. 

Explanatory. — Much complaint has been made that the hospitality which 
Teachers receive in other towns, on occasions of meetings of our Association , 
is not extended to them by the citizens of Columbus. We are not appointed to 
defend the people of this city against this charge, but we are aware of certain 
facts which may be plead in mitigation of their offense. 

The people of Columbus do not invite the Teachers to hold their meetings 
here, as is the case in regard to other towns. These, and other similar conyen- 
tions, are of such frequent occurrence in Columbus, that they excite little inter- 
est among the people. And if the people were to keep open house during the 
sessions of them all, we should be a city of free tavern-keepers. 

Again, the meetings of the Association are held here during the holidays, 
when the arrangements of families are such as to render it unusually difficult 
to entertain strangers. Another reason which influences some, is the impression 
that many Teachers come here rather to visit the Public Institutions, here located, 
than to attend the meetings. 

We regret that the Executive Committee can not assure all Teachers who 
shall be in attendance upon the coming meeting, of gratuitous entertainment. 
But it appears to be no fault of theirs. Possibly we better hold our next meeting 
in Chicago. 
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS, 



Morse's General Atlas op the World. D. Appleton & Co. 

The man who buys this work for six dollars, should be felicitated on his good 
fortune. Works of the kind, worth no more than this, have been sold for thxee 
times the money. It contains sbvektt splendid maps, drawn and engrayed 
from the latest and best authorities, full descriptions and accurate statistics of 
all nations, brought down to the year 185C. Such a work is a necessity in every 
family. It embraces the Geography, History, Agriculture, Manufactures, Com- 
merce, Wealth, Finance, Govemmcnt, Education, etc., of every .Country and 
State on the globe ; ^allput in condensed form, but so arranged as to be easily 
understood. 

Abridgment of the Debates in Congress from 1789 to 1856. 
By Thomas H. Benton. 

Of this work Govebkob Chase says, in a letter to the General Agent, Hr* 

Foster : 

Executive Office, Columbus, ) 
December 5, 1856. ) 

Deab Sib : The proposed abridgment of the Debates of Congress, by Colonbl 
Benton, commends itself to the favor of all Americans. The work itself is 
most important. It will place within the reach of thousands otherwise inacces- 
sible treasures of historical knowledge. It will make audible to the present gen- 
eration the discussions of the past — deeply interesting themselves, but even 
more interesting as exhibiting the beginnings of great traces of events, the pro- 
cession of which is yet passing before our own eyes. 

And no man is so well fitted for this work as the distinguished statesman who 
has undertaken it. His large experience in the public councils, and his compre- 
hensive judgment, afford sufficient guaranties that nothing will be retrondied 
which should be retained, or retained which should be retrenched. 

Very respectfully, yours, S. P. Chasb. 

Frank £. Fosteb, Esq. 

This work will be embraced in fifteen volumes ; the first of which will be pub- 
lished early in January 1857, to be succeeded by another in April, and so on to 
the close, one at the end of every three months. The price will be $3,00 per 
volume. As this will come only four times a year, and as payment is to be made 
only on delivery of the volume, it will be in the power of many to furnish them- 
selves with this great work. 

N. B. The Atlas and the Abridgment can be obtained only of the Agents, 
who will canvass the State for subscribers. 

See Advertisement of Mr. Foster. 

Temple Melodies. Mason Brothers. 

** Least said, soonest mended,^' is true of our singing powers. But we do love 
vocal music. In religious songs, uttered in sweet tones, there is more that is 
Heaven-like, than in aught else ever heard on earth. 

This work seems to us to be well adapted to accomplish its purpose. It is a 
collection of 200 popular tunes, and 500 favorite hymns, selected with special 
reference to public, social, and private worship. 

Address the Publisher, or J. A. Sloan, Esq., Batavla, Ohio. 

A Pronouncing School Digtionaky ov the French and Enoubh 
Lanouages. By A. Spiers, PH. D. B.cvisod by J. L Jewitt. 
New York : Mason Brothers. 

Our French is about like our himsic, decidedly pauvre. We bemoan our defi- 
ciency in this particular, .and advise our youthftil readers to send to Brother 
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Sloan, as directed aboye, get this Dictionary, and make a good use of it. Wt 
know of no better work on the subject. 

Thi Gsography of Natubb. Boston: Hickling, Swan & Brown, 
1856. 

This is a beaatiftil, interesting, and instructive work, of 600 pages ; so arrang- 
ed as to be suitable for a text-book in schools, or for use in the family. The 
numerous cuts of all the animal creation, men, beasts, birds, fishes, reptiles, in- 
sects, etc., will render it attractive, especially, to the young. We recommend it 
to the careful perusal of all our readers. 

We have also received from this House several other works of high value, a 
notice of which we are obliged to postpone till a ftiture day. 

The Elements op Punctuation. By John Wilson. Boston : Cros- 
by, Nichols & Co. Cincinnati : Geo. S. Blanchard. 

This is an abridged edition of the excellent work of Mr. Wilson, and has been 
prepared with special regard to use in schools. There are few matters in the 
way of education, which receive so little attention as the laws of punctuation. 
And yet few things are more important. We have heard of an author who wrote 
a book without punctuating it at all, and then put all the needful commas, etc., 
in the appendix, so that the reader could put them in, here and there, to suit 
himself. This is a rather better mode than many authors practice. We earnest- 
ly recommend this work to all Teachers and school officers. It should be used 
in every Grammar and High School throughout the State. 

Examine,;' also, the other works advertised by Crosby & Nichols in this Jour- 
nal. They all are of high value. 

The Juvenile Definer. By William W. Smith. New York : A. 

S. Barnes & Co. 

The name of the author of this work — Smith — is to it a tower of strength. 
Would a Smith write a poor book 1 Perish the base thought ! And should such 
marvel happen, Barnes would not publish it, CMlds would not sell it, not he. In 
arrangement and definition we think it the best work, on the subject, extant. 

Grace Victorious ; or, A Memoir op Helen M. Cowles." Oberlin : 

Printed and sold by J. M. Fitch, 1856. 

The subject of this memoir was a daughter of Prof. Henry Cowles, of Oberlin. 
She was bom Aug. 10th, 1831, in Austinburgh, Ashtabula Co. C, and died in 
Oberlin, May 3d, 1851. She received a thorough education, and was for some 
months engaged in teaching in Cincinnati. 

Hel^n was, at the age of 12 years, afflicted by the death of her mother; but 
subsequently came under the affectionate and judicious care of one who, as step- 
mother, was active and faithful in her training. Naturally self-willed, it requir- 
ed the utmost carefulness to lead her in the way she should go, and many were 
the sad forebodings of her pious parents. But at the age of fifteen, she gave her 
heart to God, and became a meek and devoted Christian. We have not room to 
say all that we would, but we trust that our readers will possess themselves of 
this most interesting little work. It will cause the tears of sympathy and joy to 
burst from their hidden fountains, and hard must be the heart that will not melt 
over its simple but blessed narrations. Precious and heavenly was her dying 
hour. To her weeping sister, now Mrs. M. B. Bateham, of Columbus, she whis- 
pered, " JVoi a tear, Josephine, not a tear, I want to go home" These were her last 
ords. She sleeps in Jesus, and precious is her memory. In her life and death 

race " was most manifestly '* victorious." . 
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THINGS PERSONAL. 



Mr. R £. White, late of the Cleyeland High School, has accepted the posi- 
tion of Saperintondent of the Schools in Portimoath, 0., at a salary of $1,200. 
This is an excellent appointment. Bat Mr. Fieese mast be a most patient man, 
if he never remonstrates against the selection of so many of his Teachers to fill 
important positions in other places. Daring the past year foar, to onr personal 
knowledge, of the Cleveland male Teachers have been called to other positions, 
— three in Ohio, and one in Illinois. Ko better testimonial conld be fdmished, 
to show the high character of the Cleveland Schools. School Boards wilt " get 
the best,'' and if you, Mr. Freese, wish to retain yoar Teachers, yon must employ 
those of less distinguished qualifications. 



Prof. J. C. ZachO^, well known as one of the most prominent Teachers of the 
country, is giving a course of Lectures in Cincinnati, upon the English Poets. 
The press of that city speak in the highest terms of these lectures, both on 
account of their eloquence and aesthetic criticism. 



Mr. William T. Hawthornb, having resigned hisfposltion as Superintendent 
live men in our profession, and we are mistaken if any "wooden horse" stratagem, 
of the Schools in Franklin, Warren Co., has taken charge of the Grammar De- 
partment of the Union Schools in Troy, Miami County. Mr. H. is one of the 
or any other one-horse machination, shall demolish Troy so long as onr worthy 
fHend remains there. Henceforth men shall not say, " Jhum Juit" but Dium est. 



Sylvester Waterhouse, LL. D., a distinguished classical Teacher, has been 
appointed Prof, of Latin in Antioch College. 



Mr. J. A. Sloan, formerly Principal of the Union Schools in Batavia, Cler- 
mont County, has accepted an agency for Mason Brothers. His post office 
address is still Batavia. 



Bey. Aba Mahan, formerly President of Oberlin College, has been chosen 
President of Michigan Union College, located at Leonl, Michigan. 



Prof. Geo. R. Perkins, of Albany, New York, has been appointed Professor 
of Mathematics in Iowa University. 



Prof. A. McMillan has received and accepted the appointment of Principal 
of the Utica, (N. Y.,) High School. 



Mr. John'W. Dickinson has been appointed Principal of the Normal School 
at Westfield, Mass., in place of Mr. Wm. H. Wells, "gone to Chicago.'* 



Prof. Hahn, the Mathematician, Dr. Buckland, the Geologist, and Sir 
John Boss, the Arctic explorer, have recently deceased. 



MsBBRS. Ira Mathew, of Michigan, Larabeb, of Indiana, and W. H. 

PowRLL, of Illinois, have been elected CommisBloneri of Schools for their re- 
spective States. • 



so 
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Mb. NATHiLN Bishop has resigned the office of Superintendent of the Schools 
in Boston, Mass. Mf . B. is one of the most prominent Teachers in the land, and 
his resignation has caused great regret in that city. 



DouGULS PuTNAX, EsQ.. of Hanuer, Ohio, has offered to give $20,000, if 
980,000 more is raised, for the better endowment of Marietta College. 



Stlyesteb Ltnd, of Chicago, '.has given $100,000 to found a University in 
charge of the Presbyterians. Nine years ago Mr. L. arrived in Chicago, from 
Scotland, with just two sovereigns in his pocket. 



Miss Yessalia M. Babbeb has engaged as Teacher in the High School of 
Marietta at a salary of $500 per annum. 



Finance Rbpost.— In addition to what has been previously acknowledged 
in the Journal, the following sums have been paid, by individuals, to the Finance 
Committee of the Ohio State Teachers' Association, since the 1st of January, 
1856: 



L. Andrews, Gambler, 

J, Hancock, Cincinnati, 

J. B. Trevor, " 

Thos. J. Tone, " 

Danl. Hough, " 

J. B. Caldwell, « 

8. IT. Sanford, Granville, 

M.' F. Cowdery, Sandusky, - 

L S. Morris, Eaton, • 

J. N. Desellem, Steubenville, 



$22 50 

5 00 

12 09 



7 

7 
2 



50 
50 
00 



800 
12 00 



7 
3 



50 
75 



T. W. Harvey, Massillon, 
J. Markham, Plymouth, 
J. Marvin, Warren, - 
E. L. Carney, 
J. B. Selby, Chesterville, - 
S. N. Barber, Ashland, • 
A. Duncan, Newark, 



$3 00 

450 

15 00 

15 00 

3 oe 

5 00 
5 00 



$141 25 



M. F. COWDERY, Ch'n Finance Com. 



AoKNOWLEDGXBifT.— I havc rcccived on the l) per cent, fund, and credited 
the Association with the same, the following sums : Previously acknowledged. 
(see July Journal) $106.25; W. H. Toung, $5.25; Chauncey Nye, $5.00 ; A. C. 
Fenner, 9.00; D. H. DeWolfe, 18.00 ; Total, $143.50. A. SMYTH 



The following is the present (Dec. 15, 1856) number of subscribers to the Jour- 
fioZ for 1857: 

Ashland 1, Ashtabula 4, Athens 3. Brown 12, Butler 1, Clermont 14, Clinton 2, 
Golnmbiana 1, Coshocton 3, Crawford 3, Cuyahoga 5, Fairfield 3, Fayette 3. 
Franklin 1, Geauga 1, Guernsey 1, Hancock 3, Harrison 2, Highland 2, Holmes 
1, Huron 2, Jefferson 2, Lake 24, Lawrence 7, Licking 5, Lorain 1, Lucas 6, Medi- 
na 1, Meigi 2, Miami 8, Morgan 60, Muskingum 2, Pickaway 2, Pike 9, Portage 1, 
Richland 1, Sandusky 1, Scioto 2, Stark 1, Summit 1, Tuscarawas 36, Vinton 1, 
Warren 3, Washington 7, Wayne 6, Wood 1. 



To any who may be interested |in the matter, we will say that our ojpct 
in the " State Journal Building," and oar regidenc€ at 87, Neil House. 
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Notice to Teachers and other Friends of Education. 

The Kinth Annaal Meeting of the Ohio State Teachers' Association will ht 
held In the City of COLUMBUS, on the 30th and 3l8t of December, 1856. 

The opening Address will be delivered on the 30th, at 11 o'clocit, A. M., by the 
Rev. Wm. S. ELennedt, of Sandusky ; also an Address at 3 o'clock, P. M., same 
day, by W. T. Coogeshall, Esq. Subject, " Historical Review of the Common 
School Movement in Ohio." The Annual Evening Address will be by the Rev. 
James B. Walkeb, of Mansfield. 

The President's Valedictory Address will be in the afternoon of the 31st. 

In addition to the Addresses, there will be a Report from the President on the 
general affairs of the Association ; one by the Executive Committee, on a plan 
for Conducting the Journal; one by a special Committee, on the Organization 
and Management of Union Schools ; one on the best method of giving Moral 
Instruction in School ; one on the Short Time children are continued in School; 
one on the State School Library; and one on the Workings of Normal Schools 
in this and other countries. 

Other reports, and much business of a general nature, are also expected to 
come before the Association. 

A large attendance of the friends of Education is desired. 

JOHN HANCOCK, Ch'n Ex. Com. O. 8. T. A. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



The first annaal meeting of the Association will be held at Napoleon, on the 
25th, 26th and 27th inst., commencing at 2 o'clock, P. M. of the 25th. 

Addresses will be given by Jehu Brainard, of Cleveland, Teacher of Drawing, 
etc.; F.Hubbard, Superintendent of Public Schools of Adrian ; J. R. Kinney, 
Superintendent of Public Schools of Defiance ; A. B. Palmer, Principal of the 
Toledo High School; and E. W. Lenderson, of Waterville, President of the As- 
sociation. 

Reports will be read by Samuel Adams, of Napoleon ; Doct. 0. White of Man - 
mee ; D. A. Pease, of Sylvania ; and A. B. West, of Toledo. 

One evening will be devoted to a discussion of the subject of Union Schools . 

A great variety of subjects, both Professional and Scientific, will be embraced 
in the addresses, reports and discussions, so that no Teacher or fViend of Educa - 
tion, whatever his wants or inclinations, can fail to be interested in some portion 
of the exercises. 

Ladies attending the Association, will.be gratuitously entertained by the oiti - 
zens of Napoleon, and Gentlemen will be provided for at reasonable rates. 

It is expected that the fare on the Toledo, Wabash & Western Railroad will 
Iw reduced, for the benefit of those attending the meeting. 

By order of the Executive Committee. 

Toledo, Dec. 5th, 1856. ' A. B. WEST, Secretary. 



IX^AX a meeting of the Teachers of Ross, Highland and Fayette counties, held 
at Qreenfield, Nov. Ist, it wag determined to hold another meeting in the same vil - 
lage, on the first Friday and Saturday of Feb., 1897, to take action in respect to 
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the organization of a permanent Educational Association; and also, the proprietj 
of making arrangements for holding a Normal InstiiuU, next August, for the 
benefit of the Teachers of the three counties. 

In addition to the discassion of these important measures, there will be ad- 
dresses, essaysi etc., on other subjects. 

T. H. HERDMAN, Com. qf Pub, 



Ohio editorial CoiiTeiitioii. 



The fourth annual meeting of the Ohio Editorial Association, will be held at 
Mansfield, on the 150th anniversary of Franklin's birth-day, January 15th, 1857. 

The Convention will meet at 10 o'clock on the 15th, and will hold its sessions 
during two days. 

Public exercises on the evening of the 15th. A poem by Metta Y. Victor, of 
Sandusky ; an oration by H. L. Hosmer of Toledo ; a discourse on Chas. Ham- 
mond, by W. T. Coggeshall, of Columbus ; a discourse on Moses Dawson, by W. 
B. Thrall, of Columbus. 

Ample arrangements will be made by the members of the Press in Mansfield, 
and it is expected that the Editorial fraternity of the State will be fully repre- 
sented. S. MEDARY, President. 

J. H. Bakeb, Sec'y. 

Columbus, Dec. 8th, 1856. 



OHIO UHnrEBUTT, ATHENS, OHIO, 

S g yi' KMi u u t, 1860. 

Dbab Sib : The Faculty of the Ohio University, wishing to procure for pres- 
ervation, ftiture reference and triennial publication, a complete and accurate 
Catalogue of the Alumni and Officers of the University, are constrained to call 
upon the Alumni and other ftiends of the Institution, for much of the requisite 
data. It is hoped the Alumni and Officers will, as soon as convenient, famish 
all available data concerning themselves, their classmates and others. 

The Catalogue will be published on the first 'Wednesday in Augu8t;^857, on 
which day (commencement) a general meeting of the Alumni is expected. Let 
all communications be addressed to 

W. H. YOUNG, Sec. Faculty O. U. 



M cNeely Normal Seliool. 




Teachers and other fMends of Education, who have given pledges to the En- 
dowment Fund of the McNeely Kormal School, will please notice that the second 
installment, of 10 per cent on said pledges, will be due on or before the first of 
January, 1857. It is important that the respective amounts be forwarded at once 
to the subscriber, at Mt. Pleasant, Jefferson Co., O., or arrangements made for 
paying the same, at the annual meeting of the State Teachers' Association, to be 
held at Columbus, the SOth and 31st instant GEO. K. JENKINS, 

Mt. Plbasakt, Dec. 7th, 1856. 2Vsas'r. 



THK 



#|i0 |0tirnal of (^bitcntion. 

COLUMBUS, FEBRUARY, 1857. 



OHIO STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 



The ninth annual meeting of The Ohio State Teachers' Assooiation 
was held in Derby's Hall, in Columbus, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Beo. SOth and Slst, 1856. 

Rev. A. Smyth, President of the Association, called the Associa- 
tion to order at 10 o'clock, A. M. ; prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 
Hall, of Denison University. 

On motion of John Hancock, Dr. Catlin, of Richland, J. K. Parker, 
of Clermont, and M. S. Tarrill, of Hamilton, were chosen assistant 
secretaries. 

Mr. Hancock, chairman of the Executive Committee, announced the 
following order of business ; namely : 

TUESDAY : A. M. 

1. Enrollment of Delegates. 

2. Address by Rev. W. S. Kennedy, of Sandusky, at 11 o'clock, 
A. M. 

3. Matter proposed for the action of the Association by the President. 

4. Address by W. T. Coggeshall, Esq., at 3 o'clock. 

5. Report of Executive Committee on the best method of conducting 
the "Journal " for the ensuing year. 

The Association then proceeded to the enrollment of delegates. 

Mr. J. D. Caldwell presented replies from the following railroad 
Companies of the State, agreeing to return members of the Association 
jVtf«, who had paid full fare over their roads to Columbus, viz : 

Columbus, Piqua & Indiana R. R. Co.; Eaton & Hamilton ; Day- 
ton & Michigan ; Dayton, Xenia & Belpre ; Little Miami, Columbus 
& Xenia ; Ohio & Missisuppi ; Marietta & Cincinnati & Hilkbor- 
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ough ; Sandusky, Mansfield & Newark ; Bellefontaino & Indiana • 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton ; Mad River & Lake Erie ; Steubenville 
& Indiana ; Cin., Wilmington & Zanesville. 

The following K. B. Companies declined this proposed arrangement, 
viz : 

Columbus & Cleveland R. R. Co.; Cleveland, Painesville & Ash- 
tabula Co. 

Prof. F. Merrick then offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a cominittec of five be appointed to report upon the best means 
to correct the sentiment which extensively prevails in our schools, and especially 
in the higher instiiutions, which regards it as dishonorable for a student to re* 
port to an instrnctor the misdemeanors of fellow students, or give testimony 
against them when called upon. 

The Chair appointed Prof. Merrick, Pres. Hitchcock, A. D. Lord, 
Wm. Carter, J. H. Drew. 

Hon. Horace Mann spoke of the habits of using intoxicating liquors, 
profane language, and tobacco, in schools and colleges, and moved that 
a ommittee be appointed to report upon the subject. The motion pre- 
vailed. 

The Cliair appointed Hon. Horace Mann, Hon. H. H. Barney, Prof. 
Marsh, Prof. Young, G. E. Howe. 

Mr. L. A. Hine, of Clermont, offered the following resolution : 
. • 

JResolvfd, That the State Teachers* Association request the legislature to so 
amend the school law, that High Schools may be organized in such districts as 
may be convenient, without regard to township or county lines. 

Mr. Hino spoke in favor of the resolution ; explaining its purpose, 
and bearing upon certain districts ; after which the Association referred it 
to the following committee upon amendments to the School Law, 
namely : L. A. Hine, H. H. Barney, M. F. Cowdery, A. B. West, 
J. J. Janney, A. Holbrook, John Ogden. 

At eleven o'clock the Association listened to an address from tho 
Rev. W. S. Kennedy, of Sandusky, in which he spoke particularly of 
the estimation in which the Teacher's profession is held by the commu- 
nity ; of the lofty aim of the devoted life Teacher ; of tho dangers be- 
getting the Common School system, and the necessity of some higher 
institutions to carry out and complete the Common School course. 

On motion of Mr. John D. Caldwell, the Association adjourned to 
meet at 2^ o'clock, P. M. 

TUESDAY : p. n. 

Pres. Smyth called the Association to order at 2^ o'clock. 

JS, E. yVhitc, of Portsmouth moved that a committee be appointed to 

xiaato oIEcers for the ensuing year. TVie motAOn ovmie^, vokii tbA 



t^ . 
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Chair appointed E. E. White, C. Nason, T. W. Harvey, S. 8. Cotton, 

E. D. Kingsley. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. CatUn, of Mansfield, and 

adopted : 

Bescived, That this Association recomrnend to Boards of Edncation, loeftf 
School Directors, and Teachers. throuj?hout the State, to take the proper meaa. 
urea to see that the Bible is daily used in the public schools under their charge^ 

Dnring the discussion of the resolution, the President referred the Ajh 
sooiation to a decision of the School Commissioner, published in the April 
number of the Journal. 

A communication was received from Dr. A. D. Lord, Supt. of the 
Asylum for the Blind, inviting the members of the Association to visit 
the Institution under his charge ; the invitation was accepted, with 
the thanks of the Association. E. E. White moved that a committee 
be appointed to report on courses of study for Graded Schools ; carried. 
The Chair appointed H. H. Barney, Rev. A. Duncan, C. Rogers, D. 
E. Wells, Thomas McCartney. 

The following resolution, offered by L. A. Hine, was referred to the 
committee on "Amendments to the School Law : " 

Besolvtd, That the Legislature be requested to restore the " Library Clause " 
of the School Law. 

G. W. Hulick, of Clermont, offered the following : 

Jiesdlved, That a committee be appointed to take into consideration the best 
mtthod to be pursued by School Examiners in the examination of Teachers. 

Adopted. Chair appointed G. W. Hulick, A. J. Rickoff, S. N. 
Sanford, J. Hopley, E. W. Lenderson, Wm. Moony, A. Schuyler. 

At 3 o'clock the Association ' was addressed by W. T. Coggeshall, 
Esq., who gave a review of the history of **The Common School move- 
ment in Ohio ;" giving the names, and dwelling at length upon the public 
acts of those men who always stood firm in their support of Free Schools, 
Ephraim Cutler, Nathan Guilford, and Samuel Lewis ; and urged their 
claims upon the lasjting gratitude of every citizen of the State. 

The President called Mr. Caldwell, first Vice President, to the chair, 
when Mr. Hancock submitted the report of the Executive Committee 
oo the best method of conducting the Journal for the ensuing jcar. 

Mr. Hancock said : '* The committee have entertained two propo- 
aitioDS, and as entire unanimity of opinion did not prevail, they have 
oonduded to lay the two propositions before the Association for their 
decision. 

1. The Teachers of Cincinnati have proposed, provided the Associft- 
tion will consent to the removal of the Journal to their city, to und^tt^Vu^ 
its editorial maaagemeni for a sum not to exceed %bQQ i^^t ^xvnwrn. 
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The other proposition is to contintie the publication in Colimibiis, as 
heretofore, and to employ some competent man who shall spend his 
#faole time in editing it^ and in traveliog through the State, and by lee- 
turiog and other meaus, promoting its circulation. Laid on the table 
^U Wednesday A. M. 

On motion of J. Ogden, the committee appointed to report on *' The 
Workings of Normal Schools, in this and other countries," was dis* 
eharged, and a new committee appointed. Chair appointed J. Ogden, 
J. Hopley, J. Hancock, Dr. Catlin, J. P. Ellinwood. 

Prof. Young offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

JResdlvedf ThsLt A comTnitee of three be appointed to report measures for the 
formation of a Western Common School Teachers' Association. 

Chair appointed Prof. Young, A. J. Rickoff, M. F. Cowdery. 

J. Hopley moved that the President appoint an Auditing committee 
of three, to audit all accounts of the Association, and 'furnish printed 
copies of report for the use of the members. The motion was warm- 
ly discussed by Messrs. Hopley, Hancock, Marsh and Rolfe. S. N. 
Sanford moved that the whole subject be laid upon the table and made 
the special order for Wednesday, 10 A. M. Carried. 

The Association adjourned till 7 o'clock in the evening. 

TUESDAY EVENING. 

Pros. Smyth called the Association to order at 7 o'clock. 

Mr. Hancock spoke of the importance of the Association doing some- 
thing to make the working of the present school system more effective 
in the rural districts. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. J. A. Garfield, of Portage,, 
was adopted : 

JResolvedt That a committee be appointed to report at the next meeting, upon 
the plan of requiring scholars to report their own conduct. 

Chair appointed Messrs. Garfield, Page, Forrest, Kinney and Selby. 
At 7^ o'clock, the President introduced the Rev. James B. Walker, 
6t Mansfield, who delivered an address upon Moral Culture. 

[NoTB. — Comment is unnecessary, as the lecture will probably appear in the 
Journal.— Sbo. J 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following, which was adopted : 

Besolvedn That the hearty thanks of the Association be tendered to Messrs. 
Kennedy, Coggeshall and Walker, for the valuable addresses delivered by them 
thig day. 

The Association adjourned to meet on Wednesday at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

WEDNESDAY : A. H. 

President^ John D. Caldwell, of Cincinnati, called the Associ*-. 
order at 9 o'clock, and read an mvitation ftcna 3 . "B. "fiaxMbm 
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to the members to visit the new State House, and also a communioation 
stating that those of the delegates present who desired it would be for- 
nished gratis with tickets to the opening festival, to be held in the neir 
edifice on the 6th of January. Both invitations were cordially accepted. 

Mr. John Lynch, chairman of the committee to report on the **Li- 
brary Clause" of the School Law, read a report, which was accepted ; 
it was taken up section by section, and discussed by Messrs. Lynch, 
Barney, Rickoff, Hopley and Catlin. On motion of Mr. Tappan, the 
entire report was referred to the committee on ** Amendments to the 
School Law." 

The report of the Executive Committee on the best method of con- 
ducting the Journal was taken from the table by motion of Mr. Lynch, 
and Mr. Rolfe moved that the offer of the Cincinnati Teachers be 
accepted. 

The motion elicited a warm discussion, in which Messrs. Bolfe, Smyth, 
Hancock, Hopley, Kingsley, Cowdery and Young participated. The 
subject under discussion was laid upon the table for a short time to hear 
the report of Pres. Mann, chairman of a committee appointed to take into 
consideration the use of intoxicating liquors, profane language, and 
tobacco in schools. President Smyth assumed the chair. The report 
elicited much applause, and the following resolutions were unan. 
iraously adopted : 

1. Besolved, That school examiners ought never, nnder any circumstances, to 
give a certificate of qualification to teach school to any person who habitually 
uses any kind of intoxicating liquors ; and that school officers, when other 
things are equal, should systematically give the preference to the total abstinent 
candidate. 

2. Jtesolved, That all school teachers should use their utmost influence t^ sup- 
press the kindred, ungentlemanly, and foul mouthed vices of uttering profane 
language and using tobacco. 

Prof. Merrick, in behalf of the committee of which he was chairman ; 
read before the Association the subjoined report : 

Whereas, a sentiment very generally prevails in colleges and schools, that it 
is dishonorable for students to give information respecting the misconduct of 
their fellow students, to faculty or teachers, which seriously interferes with the 
administration of a wholesome discipline, and encourages the evil-minded in 
wrong doing ; therefore. 

Resolved^ That a- college or school is a community, which, as an essential con- 
dition of its prosperity, must, like any other community, be governed by wise 
and wholesome laws, faithfully administered. And therefore, 

Resolved^ That he is a good student, and a true friend of all other students, 
who, by any influence which he can exert, or by any information which he can 
impart, prevents the commission of off'enses which are meditated, or helps to re- 
dress wrongs already committed, and that such a course is in no sense dishonor- 
able. 

Resolved^ That as Teachers we will perseveringly labor to reverse the prevail- 
ing sentiment upon this subject. 

The report was received and discussed by Messrs. Barney and Cald- 
well. Mr. Caldwell moved tfiat the report lie on l\i^ WW<b H}^ ^ 
next meeting ; the motion carried. 
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The Association resumed the discussion of the Executive Commit- 
tee's report. Messrs. Hancock, Rickoff and Caldwell spoke in further 
explanation of the proposition of the Cincinnati Teachers ; Mr. Rolfe 
hoped the Journal would be ^moved to Cincinnati. Mr. Kingsley 
thought it had better remain in the Capital ; Messrs. Royce and Catlin 
were in favor of its remaining in Columbus, but would do all they could 
for it wherever it went. Prof. Young, Mr. Tappan, and Mr. Janney 
strongly opposed the removal of the Journal from its present position. 
A call for the previous question being sustained, Mr. Rolfe's motion to 
accept the proposition from Cincinnati was put and lost. 

E. E. White, chairman of the nominating committee, read a report, 
which was received aod laid on the table till the afternoon. 

Mr. Hopley offered the following resolution : 

Besolvcd, That the Association employ a resident editor to conduct the Jour* 
nal at Colambus, with a salary of $1200 per annum, and an additional remunera- 
tion of 25 per cent, of the net proceeds. 

Laid upon the table. 

L. A. Hine, chairman of the committee on Amendments to the School 
Law, read a report, which was laid on the table till the afternoon. 

Prof. Young, chairman of the committee to report measures for the 
formation of a Western Teachers' Association, read a report recom- 
mending as follows : 

That the Ohio State Teachers' Association empower and direct its Correspond- 
ing Secretary, as a committee of one, to confer with the proper officers 
of the State Associations of Teachers, west and north of Ohio ; and where 
inch associations do not exist, with school officers and others taking an act- 
ive interest in educational progress, requesting them to invite the Teachers 

in their respective states to meet in general convention in Chicago, on the 

day ^of August, 1857, with the view of organizing a Western Teachers' Associa- 
tion, having for its general object the promotion of educational interests in the 
West, but the precise character of whirh to be then and there determined. 

And further, that said persons be requested to use their endeavors to secure as 
large an attendance as possible, by giving an extended publicity to this call, and 
by facilitating as far as may be done, the transit of Teachers to and from the place 
of convention, and by whatever other means they may deem expedient. 

The report was received and adopted. 

F. W. Hurtt moved that the '* Association recommend to its Exec- 
utive Committee the propriety of reestablishing the mathematical de- 
partment in a separate and distinct form in the Ohio Journal of Educa- 
tion." The motion prevailed. 

Wm. Carter, of Felicity, offered the following resolution : 

Mesoived^ That in view of the inadequate compensation no#allowed to County 
School Examiners, this Association recommend such an amendment of the 
School Law as will secure competent persons for the office, and afford to them a 
fair compensation for their services and expenses,-~and also that it is the opin- 
ion of this body that Examiners should always be practical teachers. 

Referred to the committee on Amendments to the School Law. 
^r, Caldwell offered the folowing Te&olution : 
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Jteioived, That the Execntire Ck)mmittee be requested to report upon the ez« 
pedieDcy of recommending to the Principals or Directors of sehoolt* in the seT- 
eral portions of the state, systematically to preserve meteorological observations, 
and to engage advanced pupils in the keeping of the same, which tables to be 
reported to the annual meetings of this Association. 

Laid on tbe table bj adjournment. 
Adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

WXDNB8DAT : P. H. 

The President called the Association to order at 2 o'clock. 

L. A. Hine» chairman of the committee to whom was referred the re- 
port read by Mr. Lynch on the *' Library Clause of the School Law»" 
reported the same back with amendments, as follows : 

1. It is recommended that the Legislature make it the duty of the School Com- 
missioner, Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, State Auditor, and 
State Treasurer, to make out a catalogue of books and apparatus suitable for the 
schools of the state, annexing to each book or piece of apparatus the lowest 
price for which it can be purchased. That it shall also be made the duty of 
the State Commissioner to publish with this catalogue a statement of the amount 
of library money which shall be apportioned to each youth of school age and 
to send a copy to every Board of Education in the State. 

2. That it shall bemade the duty of Boards of Education to select from this 
catalogue, books or apparatus, or both as they may deem proper, sufficient to 
exhaust the part of the library fund due them respectively, and to send a copy 
of the selection thus made, to the State Commissioner of Schools ; who, with the 
aid of the other members of the committee appointed to select the books and 
apparatus, shall purchase the same, provided that said Boards report on or be- 
fore the first of .January of each year, and in case of failure to report, the Com- 
missioner shall select. 

3. That it shall be made the duty of the State Commissioner to send all books 
and apparatus directly to the proper Boards of Education, instead of through the 
county auditors. This method, it is believed, will secure to each locality the 
books and apparatus which will be most appropriate and acceptable, and also 
prevent all delay in the delivery. 

The report was adopted. 

The Association then proceeded to confirm the nominations of the 
committee appointed to nominate officers. By a suspension of the rale 
the election was viva voce, and the following officers were chosen to 
serye during the ensuing year, namely : 

President — I. W. Andrews, of Marietta. 

Cor, Secretary— E. D. Kingslet, of Columbus. 

Becording Secretary— W. C. Catlin, of Mansfield. 

Tretutarer—D, C. Pearson, of Columbus. 

Executive Committee — John Hancock, of Cincinnati ; John Lynch, of Circle- 
yille; A. Samson, of Zanesville; J. K. Parker, of New Richmond ; Wm. N. Ed- 
wards, of Troy ; John Eaton, Jr.. of Toledo; Chas. Shreve, Coshocton. 

Finance Committee— ^.V. Cow dery^ of Sandusky ; John B.Trevor, of Cincin- 
nati ; Dr. A. D. Lord, of Columbus; L. M. Oviatt, of Cleveland ; Charles Rogers. 
of Dayton. 

Vice Presidents-lst dist., John D. Caldwell ; 2d, C. Nason ; 3d, I. S Morris ; 
4th, A. C. Deuel ; 5th, James Myers ; 6th, Wm. Carter; 7th, J. F. Lukens ; 8th, 

P. H. Jaquith; 9th, A. Schuyler; 10th, Martin; 11th, Prof. Monroe; 12th, 

Adam McCrea; 13th, Cyrus McNeely ; 14th, C. E. Bruce ; 10th, O. P. Brown : 
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16th, C. T. Emerson ; 17th, I. P. Hole ; 18th, S. S. Cotton; 19th, Wm. S. Palmer ; 
20th, A. B. Cornell ; 2l8t, W. W. V. Buchanan. 

John Eaton Jr., of Toledo, chairman of a committee appointed at 
Mansfield, to report on the ** Best method of giving moral instruction 
in school,'' made a verbal report, from carefully prepared papers, and 
from numerous letters received from the most prominent educators in 
the land. He indorsed the work entitled ** Moral Lessons," by M. F. 
Cowdery, and recommended its use in schools. The report was re- 
ceived and filed. 

Mr. A. J. Rickoff, of Cincinnati, submitted a pamphlet, entitled, 
'* Do the Common Schools prevent Crime?" and remarked that the 
subject discussed merited and should receive the prompt action of the 
Association. 

On motion of Mr. J. D. Caldwell, the pamphlet and the subject mat- 
ter contained therein were referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. A. J. Rickoff, C. E. Bruce, Rev. A. Duncan, John Lynch, 
John Eaton Jr., M. F. Cowdery, J. F. Lukens, to report next year. 

The following gentlemen were elected trustees of the McNeely Nor- 
mal School for 3 years ; namely : M. F. Cowdery, of Sandusky ; Ezra 
Cattell, of Harrison ; James Taggart, of Harrison ; Eli T. Tappan, of 
Steubenville. 

The following resolution, offered by Rev. M. French, was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the legislature bo requested to authorize the Comnimissioner of 
Common Schools to subscribe for a sufficient number of copies of the Ohio Jour- 
nal of Education to supply every county auditor and school examiner in the 
state. 

E. E. White, of Portsmouth, offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report at the next meeting, on 
the grading of schools. 

Adopted, and the Chair appointed E. E. White, A. J. Rickoff, T. 

W. Harvey, F. W. Hurtt, McKee. 

John D. Caldwell submitted the following : 

Resolved^ That as an expression of the sense of this Association, the interests 
of Education require that correct and comprehensive statistics of educational 
effort and progress in each county of the state of Ohio, should be systematically 
kept and made available. 

Resolved^ That the Executive Committee be requested to prepare suitable blanks 
for this purpose, and have the same ready for distribution at the next meeting 
of the Association. 

The resolution was adopted. Mr. Lynch offered : 

Reaolved, That the thanks of this Association are hereby presented to H. W. 
Derby, Esq., of Cincinnati, for his liberality in tendering the gratuitous use of 
this hall during the present session. 

Adopted. The following resolution, offered by L. A. Hine, was dis- 
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cussed by MeBsrs. Tappan, Catlin, Barney and Janney, and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved^ That the Legislature be requested so to amend the School Law, as to 
give to Boards of Education in cities and incorporated villages whose schools are 
organized under it, the power of appointing their own Boards of Examiners. 

The Association took a recess of 30 minutes, to allow the members 
to visit the -new State House. They were accompanied by Gov. Chase, 
and were ©ourteously received by the authorities, and shown through 
the building. 

On reassembling, Prof. Young offered the following resolution, 

which was accepted as a substitute by Mr. Hopley, for his resolution on 

same subject, presented in the morning : 

Resolved^ That the Executive Committee be instructed to procure, if possiblcj 
the services of John D. Caldwell, as local editor of the Journal of Education, for 
three succeeding years, at a salary not exceeding $1500 per year, said Journal 
to be published at Columbus ; and that said Committee be further instructed to 
appoint a corps of competent assistant editors, who will consent to fulfill the du- 
ties of their appointment. 

On motion of J. A. Sloan, of Batavia, the whole matter was referred 
to the Executive Committee, with power to act. 
On motion of Mr. Jenkins, it was 

liesolved^ That when this Association adjourn it adjourn to meet at Stenbcn- 
ville at a time to be specified by the Executive Committee. 

On motion of E. E. White, it was 

Resolved^ That discretionary power be conferred on the Executive Committee* 
to make arrangements for the local editorship of the Journal of Education for 
three years. 

The following resolution, by Mr. John D. Caldwell, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the interests of schools in Ohio would be materially promoted 
by the securing to be published in the newspapers circulated in each county well 
prepared articles on Educational matters, and that it be recommended to mem- 
bers of this Association to secure the cooperation of the members of the Editori- 
al fraternity, in the cause of elevating the profession of teaching, by devoting a 
specific column, when practicable, to the subject of Education ; and that the Ed- 
itor of the O . Journal of Education is requested to represent this Association in 
the approaching Editorial Convention at Mansfield. 

G. W. Hulick, of Clermont, submitted a report in behalf of the com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the best method to be pur- 
isued in the examination of teachers. The report was lengthy and min- 
ute, recommending that the examinations be by printed or written ques- 
tions ; that where the abilities of the applicant were not made sufficiently 
apparent by this method, the oral method be also employed ; that 
examiners should adopt different classes and grades of certificates ; that, 
when practicable, the result of examinations, with class and grade of 
certificates awarded, be published in newspapers of general circulation ; 
that examiners should require of teachers a statement of the amount of 
their. experience, their mode of discipline, the textrbooVa "^x^feix^^^^^ 
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eduoational periodicals to wbicb they are subscribers, etc.; tbat no cer- 
tificate be granted to an applicant of lower grade tban be bas previ- 
ously received from tbe same Board of Examiners ; tbat no certificate 
of qualification to teacb be granted to any one unless a certificate of 
good moral cbaracter from tbree responsible persons be first presented. 
Tbe report was received and laid upon tbe table. 

After tbe report was read and disposed of, tbe President introduced 
to tbe Association, His Excellency, Governor Cbase, wbo spoke in 
hearty approval of the objects of tbe Association. He said tbat bis 
gympatbies were with tbe active working teachers of tbe state. He 
had himself been a school examiner. The members of tbe Association 
might rely upon him, so far as it was in bis power, to aid them, and 
would try to meet with them at Steubenville. On motion of John 
Hancock it was 

Besdlved^ That tlie members of the State Teaehei^* Association regard with 
cordial approt)ation the energetic exertions of Hon. H. H. Barney the State 
School Commissioner, in the performance of the ardaous duties of his office. 

Resolved, That in the name of the friends of Education throughout the state, 
we hereby tender him our sincere thanks for his earnest efforts to advance the 
interests of Common Scliools. 

On motion of J. Ogden it was 

Resolved. That Gov. Chase be invited to deliver the evening address at tbe 
next meeting. 

On motion of Rev. Anson Smyth it was 

Resolved^ That Hon. Stanley Matthews be invited to deliver an address at the 
next meeting. 

Rev. M. French received tbe attention of tbe Association, while be 

presented the claims of ** Wilberforce University," an institution near 

Xenia, for the education of colored persons. The following resolution, 

by Mr. French, was adopted : 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to report to this Association 
at its next annual meeting, tbe condition of the schools in our state for colored 
youth, embracing the number of teachers, scholars, and the amount of money 
appropriated to tlieir support, with such other statistics and suggestions as the 
committee may deem of interest to the Association. 

Rev. M. French, John Hancock, and Prof. Coles were appointed 
the said committee. 

Mr. Hancock moved that tbe committee appointed at Cincinnati to 
report on the ** Organization and management of Union Schools," John 
Lynch, chairman, be continued till the next meeting. Carried. 

The report of the committee on tbe ** Course of study for graded 
schools," was called for, but Mr. Barney, tbe chairman, being absent, 
the report was deferred. 

The report of the committee on amendments to the school law was 
' imken from tbe table, and read, as follows : 
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Besoived, That the State Teachers' Association request the Legislature to so 
modify the provision of the law for the establishment of High Schools in the 
townships, as to permit any sub-district or any number of such districts, with- 
out respect to township or county lines, to levy taxes, purchase sites, build houses, 
and sustain a Free Graded High School, in all respects as the township Boards 
are now empowered ; said High School District to have n Board of Education 
to control its High School interests, examine Teachers, etc., the same as similar 
Boards control the schools of cities and incorporated villages, except that the 
primary schools of said sub-districts shall remain under the control of their re- 
spective sub-directories and township Boards as now provided by the law. 

Amendments were proposed by Mr. Eolfe, making the report read 
•'School" for **Higb School,'* throughout, and striking out all the 
latter part, from and after the word ** except." Mr. Hine and Prof. 
Young participated in the discussion of the amendments, which did not 
prevail. The entire report was laid upon the table till the next an- 
nual meeting. 

President Smyth addressed the Association for a few minutes, thank-^ 
ing the members for cooperation in times past, and asking its continu- 
ance during his administration in his new position of State Commissioner 
of Common Schools. The thanks of the Association were unanimously 
tendered to those railroad companies who had courteously reduced 
their fare, and to the Hotel keepers in Columbus for like favor. 

After singing the Doxology; and receiving the benediction from Rev. 
Cyrus McNeely, the Association adjourned to meet in Steubenville, 
Jefiarson Co., at the call of the Executive Committee. 

M. D. Parker, Secretary. 



KB W MEMB EBS. 



The following persons became members by 



Adamson, Enos 
Adamson, Mrs. Enos 
Amix, A. 
Austin, W. H. 
Allen, S. J. 
Anders, S. J. 
Brannan, Miss Sarah 
Batchelder, G. W. 
Bowles, T. C. 
Bragg, T. F. 
Baker, Miss M. M. 
Beson, ** Phebe 
Blakeslee, Miss C. S. 
Bruner, A. A. 
Buchanan, W. W. V. 
Beer, R. Q. 
Banker, Miss Hattie 



Cowdery, M. F. 
Cowdery, 0. P. 
Carter, Wm. 
Clark, Wm. P. 
Cook, J. G. Jr. 
Cornell, George 
Carney, E. L. 
Cotton, S. S. 
Cochran, D. R. 
Cochran, Miss A. J. 
Cornell, A. B. 
Cozens, Mrs. W. E. 
Conley, Miss Lorene 
Chilson, Mrs. Julietta 
Dunn, J. M. 
Dunn, H. J. 
Duncan, Rev. A. 



Breckinridge, Miss Julia Drew, J. H. 
Caldwell, John D. ElUnwood, J. P. 



paying one dollar each. 

Emerson, C. T. 
Edwards, Wm. N. 
Eaton, John Jr. 
Emerson, Mrs. Louisa 
Eaton, " Carrie 
Findley, Samuel 
French, Mansfield 
Follett, M. D. 
Follett, Mrs. H. L. 
Fiddle?-, T. E. 
Fairchild, Miss Clarissa 
Forrest, S. R. 
Forrest, Mrs. S. R. 
Gregory, E. S. 
Gage, Miss Mary Ann 
Guilford, Miss Linda T. 
Graham, '* M. H. 
Garfield, J. A. 
Hancock SqEViti 
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Hall, Liberty 
Hine, L. A. 
Hurtt, F. W. 
Hall, Rev. Jeremiah 
Hitchcock, Rev. H. L. 
Holbrook, A. 
Hopley, John 
Holcomb,^. E. 
Herd man, Thomas H. 
Hulick, G. W. 
Hulick, Miss £. B. 
Ingersoll, E. P. * 
Irwin, S. S. 
Jenkins, G. K. 
Jannary, B. F. 



Lightper, Miss Narcissa 
Lightner, " Harriet 
Mann, Hon. Horace 
Merrick, Prof. F. 
Mitchell, William 
Martindale, C. S. 
McVay, B. B. 
McNeely, Cyrus 
McMahan, S. J. 
McCartney, R. K. 
McCartney, Thomas 
Mower J. K. 
Marsh, F. 0. 
Morris, I. S. 
Morris, Miss K. 
Mastick, Miss Metta 



Johnson, Miss Mary H. 

Johnson, *' Priscilla M. Nason, Cyrus 

Kingsley, E. D. Newman, S. F. 

Krobb, Miss Julia A. 

Lord, Dr. A. D. 



Lenderson, E. W. 
Lukens, John F. 
Long, James 
Long, Mrs. Mary G. 
Lynch, John 
Lamb, Rev. J. G. 



Ogden, John 
Olney, Smith 
Pearson, D. C. 
Parker, M. D. 
Parker, Mrs. M. D. 
Phipps, S. B. 
Parker, J. K. 
Parker, Miss S. B. 



Price, Miss Mary 
Bickoff, A. J. 
Rolfe, John H. 
Rogers, Charles 
Royce, Charles S. 
Routan, Miss Bell 
Rice, Miss E. N. 
Smyth, Rev. Anson 
Sams, Prof. Isaac 
San ford, S. N. 
Stetson, John G. 
Samson, Aim on 
Shreve, Charles R. 
Smith, G. C. 
Stroud, Miss Mary 
Stone, " Bell 
Tappan, E. T. 
Trevor, J. B. 
Walker, Rev. J. B. 
Waddle, Rev. Benjamin 
Wood, Alphonso 
White, E. E. 
Waagh, Miss M. M. 
Young, C. A. 
Young, W. H. 



OwiDg to the great amount of business thrown upon the Treasurer's 
* hands at the last meeting of the Association, a paper containing about 
twenty names of members was lost. AJl those who paid their initiation 
fee at that meeting, whose names are not in the above list, by address- 
ing the undersigned, will have their names placed in the Treasurer's 
record. D. C. Pearson, 

TreasW 0. S, Teachers* Association* 
Columbus, 0., Jan. 10, 1857. 



LIST OF delegates. 

Ashtabula— C E. Bruce— 1. 

Athens— A.. H. Young, J. K. Mower, S. Howard, P. B. Davis, Miss E. N. Rice— 5. 

Belmont— MXsii Mary B. Stroud— 1. 

Butler— "E. Smith, James Long, Mary G. Long— 8. 
*^ Champaign— ¥ . M. Dimmick, S. R. Forrest, Mrs. R. M. M. Rorrest, Misses M. L. Ksllert 
B. C. Keller— 5. 

Clermont— i. K. Parker, J. A. Sloan, G. W. Huliek, S. S. Irwin, J. S. McClave, Wm. Car- 
ter, L. A. Hine, Mrs. L. Sloan, Mrs. S. P. B. Parker, Misses M. M. Baker, E. B. Hulick— 11- 

CKn^on— Edward Story, Samuel H. Prather— 2. 

Coshocton— C. R. Shrere, J. J. McSuitt, W. A. McKee, James Lisk, Misses Mary Pxica 
^'**^tie Bunker— 0. 
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Crawford— John Hopley, Julia Breckenridge, Narcissa Lightner, Harriet A. Lightner 
Lorain Seaton, Mary J. Clarke, Bell Stone, Bell Rutan— 8. 

Cuyahoga— 13.. Childs, C. S. Martindale—S. 

Delaware— Kqy . F. Merritk, Rev. M. French, J. W. Hiett, P. A. Crist, I. Crook, T. P. 
Reid, Mrs. M. French, Misses C. J. Washburn, M. £. Beecham, R. A. Morrow— 10. 

Erie— Rex. W. S. Kennedy, M. F. Cowdery, C. S. Royce. S. S. Cotton, H. W. Persing, 
Mrs. M. E. Persing, Miss H. Blanchard— 7. 

Frariklin—GoY. S. P. Chase, Rev. Anson Smyth, Dr. A. D. Lord, Dr.R. Hills, J. J. Janney, 
Prof. W. W. Mather, Rer. Mr. Stone, E. D. Kingsley, G. C. Smith, E. L. Traver, D. C. 
Pearson, S. B. Phipps, J. L. Tyler, Dr. James Hoge,. Rev. J. M. Steele, JoUn Greiner* Dr. 
S. M. Mather, Rev. D. A. Randall, M. B. Bateham, M. M. Powers, L. E. Green, Wm. Jame- 
son, T. C. Bowles, Liberty Hall, H. H. Hewlett, J. C. McElroy, T. H. Little, M. N. Hutch- 
inson, J. A. Scarritt, Lewis Heyl, W. T. Coggeshall, Esq., S. D. Harris, L. L. Rice, Joseph 
Sullivant, Dr. J. H. Coulter, F. C. Sessions, A. B. Buttles, Rev. J. D. Smith, Dr. R. J. Pat- 
terson, Joseph Hutcheson, Thomas Kennedy, Josiah Jenkins, T. S. Baldwin, Rev. E. D. 
Morris, Dr. James Williams, B. Wilson, S. £. Adams, Mrs. J. J. Janney, Mrs. E. L. Tra- 
ver, Mrs. D. C. Pearson, Mrs. 6. C. Smith, Mrs. S. G. Marple, Mrs. M. B. Bateham, Mrs. 
A. Smyth, Mrs. J. M. Steele, Mrs. L. L. Rice, Mrs: D. A. Randall, Mrs..T. S. Baldwin, Mrs. 
F. C. Sessions, Mrs. A. L. Adams, Mrs. A. D. Lord, Misses S. A. Dutton, R . N. Burr, C. Horr, 

E. E. Edwards, A. M. Dunbar, M. E. Robinson, Freeman, Lucy M. Weaver, Susanna 

Wells, C. P. Snell, M. A. Cushman, Mary Kennedy, M. C. Wright, L. A. Peters, M. E. Hop- 
perton, S. C. Ingraham, C. E. Yates, S. A. Vandewater, C. A. Moore, M. A. Bannister, Mary 
Rice, A. Winchester— 83. 

Greene — ^Hon. Horace Mann, A. Amyx, Wm. James, W. li. Austin, Thos. F. Bragg, J. 1*. 
Patterson, L. H. Story, D Story, Mrs. E. Wead, Miss M. J. Parry— 10. 

Gtiemsey-TYios. W. McCartney, Samuel Findley, William White, James White— 4. 

Hamilton — Hon. H. H. Barney, Andrew J. Rickotf, John D. Caldwell, Prof. Alphonse 
Wood, John Hancock, C. Nason, A. Page, John B. Trevor, M. S. TurriU, A. A. Brunner, J. 
H. Rolfe, H. D. Perry, W. Crippen, M. D. Parker, Mrs. M. D. Parker, Misses P. M. Johnson, 
M. H. Johnson— 17. 

Harrison — Cyrus McNeely, John Ogden, T. E. Fidler, Mr^. H. Ogden, Misses L. McCauIey, 
Bell McCauley— 6. 

Highland— Thomta H. Herdman, Wm. Mooney, E. A. Mosier, W. W. Holmes — 4. 

Huron — W. Mitchell, George Cornell, Misses M. M. Waugh, J. A. Hitchcock— 4. 

Jefferson — Bli T. Tappan, Warren J. Sage, George Jenkins— 3. 

Knox—i. B. Selby— 1. 

Lake — G. E. Howe, Misses Emeline Cook, Frances French, H. 8. Matthews, F. T. Gee, 
Sarah E. Cranston, Caroline Barber— 7. 

Loicrmee— W. W. Blather, Francis L. Richey— 2. 

Zidbrng- Rev. A. Duncan, Prof. 8. N. Sanford, Dr. J. Hall, Joseph Lindley, A. Jones, H. 
H. Barber, Mary Jarvis— 7. 

Lo^n— John F. Lukene, David Parsons— 9. 

Lucas— E. W. Lenderson, A. B. West, John Eaton Jr., Misses Carrie Eaton, Louisa Fair- 
^ild, Clarissa Fairchild— 6. 

Madison— 3. H. Drew, E. P. Ingersoll, Smith Olney, J. S. Burnham, Mrs. E. W. Cottenr, 
Miss Juliah Kroh-O. 

Medina-YI. P. Clark— 1. 

Miami— Vfm. M. Edwards, L. W. Peck, W. W. V. Buchanan— 3. 

Jfontg'omery— H. Anderson, C. Ford, J. T. Liggett, Charles Rogers, T. B. Stevenson — 5. 

Morrow — B. B. McYay, H. J. Dunn, S. J. McMahan— 3. 

Jlfiu^'n^'/m- George W. Batchelder, Almon Samson, A. B. Cornell, M. H. Lewis, Mi6i> 
Mary E. Cowling— 5. 

P^cfamMiy— E. M. Cetien, John Lynch, Misses N. Brooks, H. A. Tower, H. Woo4-^. 

Pa»— S. Bartley— 1. 

P&nkgt—Jvoiw A. GarBe!d-il. 

J% e M e —James Wilson, Joim W. BInomfleld, I. S. Morrifi— S. 

HmMuuI— Rev. J. B^ Walker, Dr. Wm. C. Catlin, R. B. Smithy A. L. Grimea^S. l..¥«i^«t^ 
K'l. ttihcqp, W. L. SftACtoMff, l&f . Varkbam, Uiss Bouglats— 51. 
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Ross—'Enos Adamson, Mrs. S. L. Adamson, Miss Mary Ann Gage— 3. 
Sandusky — ^John G. Cook Jr. — 1. 
Seioto—'E. E. White, Mrs. C. S. Blakeslee— 3. 
Seneea—Geo. H. Hampson, A. Schuyler, T. I. Andrews— 3. 
SkOby—J. R. Clark, David Clark, Mary J. Clark— 3. 
Stark— T. Harvey, R. Hafleigh— 2. 

Summit— Frea. H. L. Hitchcock, D.D., Prof. C. A. Tonng, E. S. Gregory— 3. 
Ikiscarawas—C. T. Emerson, Mrs. L. A. Emerson, T. R. Laird, Phebe Beeson — 4. 
Warren— A. Holbrook, J. P. Ellinwood, J. H. Reed, A. E. Holcomb, Misses Kate C. Mar- 
fis. Marietta Mastick— 6. 

Wayne — Miss Sarah Brannon— 1. 
Wood—B. E. Wells— 1. 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 

A REVIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF COMMON SCHOOLS 

IN OHIO. 



Those who were in attendance at Columbus, on the deliberations of 
the Ohio State Teachers' Association, were gratified with the able 
effort of W. T. Coggeshall, State Librarian, on this theme. 

To preserve for reference many of the facts brought forward in that 
address, and to place them in reach of our readers who were not in at- 
tendance, a number of important historical points are here presented. 

It is one of the duties of those who have in trust the noble Common 
School movement, now in such popular favor, to remember gratefully 
those who had to struggle, amid a sea of difficulties, to establisb the 
system, and who devoted the best years of their lives, without reward, 
to sustain it. 

To those who enacted the Ordinances of 1785 and 1787, opening 
the Territory northwest of the Ohio to settlement, and dedicating it to 
Religion, Morality and Knowledge, are we indebted for laying the cor- 
ner stone of our prosperity. 

Liberal provision was made in grants of lands for support of schools 
and endowment of State Universities. 

711,871 acres of land from the public domain have been bestowed for 
Common Schools, and 69,120 for Universities; but by early neglect, 
mismanagement and rascality, there has been, since Ohio came into 
A'e Union, not more than two and a half millions of dollars realized from 
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this source for the actual support of schools, whereas if our land resources 
had been properly husbanded, we would have in these school sections a 
fund of ten millions of dollars. 

When the State Constitution was formed, it contained the funda- 
mental proclamation that '' Schools and the means of iDStruction should 
be forever encouraged by legislative provisions." 

No practical legislation took place, however, organizing a general 
Common School system, until 1821. 

Many excellent suggestions were made in the messages of Governors 
a long time before the enterprise eventuated in success. 

Gov. Worthington, who established the Ohio State Library, in his 
communication to the General Assembly, in 1817, said : — ** If we ex- 
pect in our youth * religion, morality and knowledge,' suitable teachers 
must be employed." He proposed the establishment of a free school 
at the seat of government, where, at the expense of the state, boys, the 
children of parents unable to educate them, should be qualified as teach- 
ers, and when proper salaries were offered, that they should have the 
preference of employment of the Public Schools of the State, it being 
required that they should continue to teach in said schools until they 
were 21 years of age. 

About this time, at Cincinnati, a circle of active men, engaged in a 
concerted educational movement, led by Nathan Guilford, were using 
the Press as a lever to awaken a proper public spiiit. TLe ** Poor 
Richard's" Almanac, published at Cincinnati by the courageous 
Guilford, as ** Solomon Thrifty," with the articles communicated to the 
newspapers, mainly were the proximate cause of bringing about the 
decisive movement in the Legislature of 1821. 

In 1806, a portion of the state had been districted, and subsequent' 
ly, funds arising from section 16, and from military lands, applied, 
but the action of the 19th General Assembly was the first for the whole 

state. 

In 1821-2, a committee on schools and school lands, of which Caleb 
Atwater, of the House, was chairman, made an elaborate report upon 
the necessity of liberal popular education, recommending the appoint- 
ment of seven Commissioners, to devise and report upon a Common 
School system. 

That report was made in 1822, and accepted. Allen Trimble, then 
Governor, appointed Caleb Atwater, Rev. John Collins, Rev. James 
Hoge, Nathan Gtiilford, Ephraim Cutler, Josiah Barber, and James 
M. Bell, a eomtDittee to report a system of aohoolft. 
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This they did, on the plan of the New York eohools of that daj, 
making no provision for a general fund, other than that which might 
arise from the sale and lease of lands. 

The views of the majority of the committee, Messrs. Atwater, Collins 
and Hoge, being the leading Commissioners, were conveyed with much 
fervor in three pamphlets, issued and distributed to awaken public in- 
tere«t. 

Nathan Guilford, deeming their plan inadequate to the wants of the 
state, presented his views by another channel. He published an able 
letter, boldly proclaiming that the state should enact a law requiring a 
county tax, for school purposes, on all the property, ad valorem. 

The Legislature of 182B-4, printed the Keport of the Commissioncrti 
and the minority Beport of Mr. Gruilford. Although vigorous efforts 
were made at that session to enact some general school system for the 
state, they did not secure direct action. The bold friends of Educa- 
tion appealed from the Halls of Assembly to the assemblies of the peo- 
ple, and free schools and internal improvements were t\^e themes of di^ 
passion in every election precinct. 

Cincinnati sent Nathan Guilford to the State Senate in December, 
1824 ; other noble and true men, imbued with the ardor of enthusiasts, 
were his confederates, from other portions of the state. 

Mr. Guilford was true to his mission. His firm friend was Epbraim 
Cutler. They secured a joint committee, of which Guilford was ap- 
pointed chairman. 

He presented a bill which required Connty Commissioners to levy a 
flobool tax of one-half a mill, provided for School Examiners, and made 
township clerks and county auditors, school officers. 

These were forward steps — taken in a new state, a large portion of 
iriiich was yet a wilderness. 

His bill passed the Senate 28 to 8 — the House, 46 to 24. Mr. 
Coggeshall at this point of the relation of the triumph of these noble 
pioneer leaders, Guilford and Cutler, describes the scene in language 
#f force and eloquence, and suggests that the occasion is a fit one for 
« historical painting, worthy to occupy one of the panels of the Eotun- 
4a of the new State House. 

Eleven years after, measures were taken to render the system moto 
•ftoient. 

33i8 paternity of the appointment of a State Superintendent of Schools 
lieloiigs to Alfred Kelly, now a member of the Senate fron Fraokljn 
Oo, W. B. YanhocdL's nsokitioii in Um House, anUMHriiiiig Uw ap- 
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pointment of snoh an officer for three years, was adopted in 1886, after 
a hard straggle, 85 to 84. It prerailed in the Senate, and in 1887, a 
resolution presented by Doctor Price, Senator of Hamilton county, ap- 
pointing Samuel Lewis, of Cincinnati, Supt. of Schools, was adopted 
by both houses. 

Mr. Lewis entered upon his duties, but found that except in Cincin- 
nati, there were few schools in the state free alike to rich and poor. 
There were 7748 districts, and only about one-half of them containing 
school houses — many of which were not worth $10 each, while not one- 
third would have been appraised above $50 each. Mr. Lewis traveled 
more than 1200 miles, chiefly on horseback, visited 40 county towns, 
and 800 schools, urging upon school officers augmented interest— ?upon 
parents, more liberal and more active cooperation, and upon teachers, a 

J 

higher standard of morals and of qualifications, with an eloquence pe- 
culiar for its persuasive power. 

In 1887-8 he reported to the Legislature, that there had been 4886 
schools taught on an average about three months in the year — that four- 
fifths of the people were in favor of free schools. He recommended in 
detail a number of reforms in the system. It was at his instance that 
a commencement was made to secure accurate school statistics. 

He^ proposed evening schools, provisions for teachers in orphan asy- 
lums, and high schools, or seminaries, in cities and towns, wherever 
a higher grade of instruction was demanded. 

The report, embodying these far-seeing suggestions, was made to a 
General Assembly distinguished for ability. Its leading men have 
since filled important state and national offices. In the Senate, were 
Benjamin F. Wade, David Starkweather and Leicester King — in the 
House, John A. Foote, Seabury Ford, James J. Faran, Otway Curry, 
Alfred Kelley, William Medill, W. B. Thrall, Wm. Trevitt and Nel- 
son Barrere. 

On the 7th of March^ 1838, an amended bill, containing many of 
his recommendations, became a law. 

One of the provisions of this bill was that the Superintendent should 
hold his office for five years, and in addition to his other duties, be the 
editor of a monthly Journal, published at the expense of the state, for 
circulation among school officers and teachers. 

The first number of the Common School Director was issued by the 
Superintendent in May, 1888. He announced that it was his intention 
to visit every county of the state. His appointments were published, 
and he urged school teachers, school officers, and fmiida ol %dcQL<c;^^t^T!L 

4 
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io meet him, declaring that nothing but sickness or death would pre- 
vent him from fulfilling his engagements. He rode day after day ou 
horseback thirty or forty miles each day. 

He secured a representation of 100 delegates at a State Educational 
Convention, in December, 1838, at Columbus, of which Wilson Shaa- 
non, then Governor, was President, and Milo G. Williams Vice Presi- 
dent, which declared that the cause of popular education was gaining 
decided triumphs. 

In April, 1838, an educational paper, called the ^'Pestalozzian,^^ 
was started in Akron, 0., by E. S. Sawtell and H. K. Smith. 

At the convention of 1838, Calvin E. Stowe, then Professor in Lane 
Seminary, delivered an able address upon the necessity of schools for 
teachers. Dr. Pearce, then President of Western Keserve College, 
and W. H. McGuffy, took a prominent part. Besolutions were adopted 
recommending music as a branch of instruction in Common Schools^ 
and urging upon teachers the importance of liberal efforts to elevate 
the profession. 

It was in the convention of 1838, that William Johnston, then a 
lawyer in Carroll Co., afterwards Judge of the Superior Court in Cin- 
cinnati, and Whig candidate at one time for Governor, describing the 
sohools which he attended when a boy, said it was the custom of his 
old master to begin with the boys at the word " boohy " in the spelling 
book, and the next winter turn them all back, so that really none of 
^em ever got further than '' booby " under his instruction. 

In the Legislature of 1838-9 an effort was made to abolish the office 
of Superintendent^ but it did not succeed. 

In February, 1839, Mr. Lewis made an elaborate report upon a 
plan for a State University for teachers. 

Mr. Lewis having made his 3d annual report, on account of his im- 
paired health resigned his office. 

Daring 1839 the ** Common School Advocate " was published 
monthly, at Cincinnati, for gratuitous distribution. 

A State Convention was well attended, at which Samuel Lewis deliv- 
ered an address on Common Schools and their effect upon pecuniary 
interests. 

The duties of Supt. of Schools were at this period devolved by law 
upon the Secretary of State. Between 1840 and 1845, William 
l^vett made one and John Sloane made three reports. Mr. Trevitt 
advocated Normal Schools — Mr. Sloan an appropriation for school 
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Samuel Galloway, Secretary of State in 1845, made a valuable 
«j«port. Since his time a revival in educational interest has resulted in 
the wide spread blessings of the present excellent Common School 
system. 

Between 1844 and 1850, Samuel Galloway made numerous sugges- 
tions to the Legislature, inciting them to action. 

The first Teachers' Institute ever held in Ohio was conducted at San- 
dusky in Sept., 1845, by Salem Town, of New York, M. F. Cowdery, 
and A. D. Lord. 

In the summer of 1846, Dr. A. D. Lord started the School Journal 
at Kirtland. He advocated Teachers' Institutes and suggested a State 
Common School Society. 

An Institute was held at Chardon, Geauga Co., in the autumn of 
1845, making two for that year — the year of their origin. la 1846, 
niae were held, chiefly in the northern part of the state, and since that 
time, the county that has suffered a year to go by without one^ has 
depreciated in the regard, of educational observers. 

Henry Barnard, well known as editor and SUite Superintendent of 
schools in Connecticut, visited Ohio in the fall and winter of 1846, and 
delivered public lectures on the subject of education in several townr 
and cities. 

A paper, called the " Free School Clarion '' was started by Wm. 
Bowen, at Massillon. The ** School Friend " was issued by Win- 
throp B. Smith Sc Co., at Cincinnati. 

The Akron Law was passed by the Legislature of 1848-9. In this 
year the ** Western School Journal " was started by W. H. Moore Sc 
Co., Cincinnati, and the Journal of Dr. Lord was removed to Colum- 
bus. 

The Ohio State Teachers' Association was organized at Akron in 
December, 1847, Samuel Galloway, President. 

It was the earnest labors of Andrews, Cowdery, Lord, Harvey, 
Leggett, Hurty, Bowen and others, that effected so much improvement 
tiiroughout the state and induced the General Assembly of 1849 to 
enact a general law for the encouragement of Institutes and for High 
Schools in corporate towns. 



A Phonetic article, like many others^ has been crowded out of this 
number. 
Give us only short, phhj artioles. 
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THE JOURNAL FOR 1857. 

I 

The new editor wishes to have a plain talk with '*all whom it may 
concern," in reference to the subscription list of the Ohio Jonmal of 
Education for 1857, and his connection with the paper as editor. The 
Journal was started by men determined on success — success not to 
make money, but "to elevate the profession of teaching, and to pro- 
mote the interests of schools in Ohio." 

They founded it, not as a teachers* paper merely, but to promote, in 
the broadest sense, sound education, whether in common, union or 
public schools, Academies, Female Seminaries or Colleges. 

To effect this end, this most patriotic body of teachers, composing 
the State Teachers' Association, have ardently supported the enterprise. 
Its conductors have been among the ablest teachers of the State, and 
they have reflected upon the State and their profession a noble charac- 
ter, won by devotion t« the best object that can engage human effort. 
The old guard have done their duty well. Some that commanded now 
train in the ranks ; but the cause is the same that wakened the earnest 
voice and active exertion of Lorin Andrews,, the high toned, manly, 
moral earnestness of Cowdery, and the methodical, patient, conscien- 
tious and never-to-be-sufficiently-appreciated labors of Dr. Lord. 

These true men, and a band of congenial spirits, to whom the people 
of Ohio are more indebted than to all the politicians in the State, have 
set us young men an example ;> the path they have led us into is lumin- 
ous with resplendent light both from behind and before. 

The past of the Ohio State Teachers' Association is a moral epic. 

When nearly every arm faltered, and feet lagged in the bold encoun- 
ter With the falsely-called economical, do-nothing, back-sliding policy of 
that day, this ly)peful band, who came together in Institutes and Asso- 
ciations, emulating the philanthropic and' self-sacrificing exertions of 
Guilford and Lewis, who had stirred the great waters for them, startled 
the dtate with their well begun, hopefully continued, and successfully 
pursued labors, of bringing about a wholesome public opinion in fiivor 
of schools for all— ;/r«« schools for rich and poor. 

These leading men were school teachers — they saw that if their pro- 
fession was to become prosperous, they must win respect for their pro- 
fession, in doing their whole duty. And, like men of sense, they set 
about reforming themselves — learning to know what they lacked, and 
what they should do to be saved, and to save the State. They discerned 
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that the first thing to be done was for the phyeioian to heal himself. 
They called together the teachers ; they drummed up the green ones-* 
those who were inexperienced; those who knew something worth com* 
municating, communicated the magic talisman to their neighbor. In 
these conventicles of teachers, when the true fire was burning, the occa- 
sions were like those of Pentecost. The fire spread from Institute to 
Institute, from county to county, until a man who assumed to be a 
teacher, without taking immediate, prompt, extraordinary pains to im- 
prove himself, to conform in no half-and-half way to the spirit of the 
age, was ruled out, shamed away, or converted by these Pauls and Peter 
the Hermits of education, who have ennobled Ohio in their travels and 
crusades against ignorance. 

We do n't want to see this missionary spirit among the education 
Henry-Martins die out. Noble women have been enlisted in this 
good work. There have been '* Nightingales'- in the Crimea of Ohio 
— not in nursing merely the wounded soldier, and' passing the cooling 
cup to the parched lip, but in cheering by their presence every educa- 
tional meeting, taking active part in the useful as well as in the orna- 
mental line. The ** school marms " are not to be underrated or mis- 
prized as Ohio instrumentalities, in bringing our people to the proud 
point of exaltation in which they stand. 

This work will go on — must go on ; our young men and young women 
are not going to abandon the good ways they have been taught to walk 
in. Having the right direction, they are going forward, with an accu- 
iQulating momentum of earnestness, determined to lend a hand in the 
work of perfecting in Ohio the free school system. 

To do this earliest and surest, the Ohio Journal of Education must 
be put upon a better footing, as to support, than it has been before. 
At the close of this year there must be no doleful story to tell to mem- 
bers of the Association, that it is four or five hundred dollars in debt. 

Old Mends of the Journal, make on^ more rally for the object of 
your early and earnest love I It takes money to pay expenses, as you 
know, but there is no good reason why 10,000 subscribers should not 
be receiving this little work, and $10,000 be paid into the treasury of 
the Association therefor. 

As soon as leisure will permit, the writer will quit the editorial sanc- 
tum at intervals, and go out amongst the teachers of the State and talk 
to them in person, about this their own business, not that of the servant 
whom they have called to conduct the Journal. 

This is a work that must be sustained — sustained not grudgingly, but 
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beartilj. This sustaining a paper for a dollar a year, is tbe most prof- 
itable expenditure that can be made by teachers, as a part of the educa- 
tion of the character, not saying anything as to the professional improve- 
ment to be derived from reading its pages. 

On concluding this article, earnest teacher, go immediately and 
aeeiire and remit a reasonable quota of subscription money, and the end 
of this year's work will be better than the beginning. 

Peachoal Articles. — ^This number, it is to be regretted, does not 
contain that class of articles directly aiding the teacher in the school 
room, which will as usual be a distinguisliing feature hereafter, because 
of the late period of the month when the editor was called to his new 
post ; neither the associate editors of last year, or those selected hr 
1867, having fumbhed our " pigeon hole '^ with any copy. 

What has been hastily prepared, was gotten up at great disadvantage, 
auring three or foiur days, interrupted necessarily with the demands of 
a new business. 



THK BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS OF OHIO. 



We give a short account of each of these schools of the children of 
MTTOw, to acquaint our readers with the condition of that department 
of the educational field. 

Cemtbal Ohio Lunatic Asylum. — From the report of Dr. R. Hills, 
Superintendent of the Ohio State Lunatic Asylum at Columbus, we 
learn that 102 males and 121 females of this unfortunate class have 
been cared for in this Institution, by the bounty of the State, during 
the past year. 

The Superintendent proposes to fit up a room into which may be 
gathered books, paintings, pictures, statuary, and any and all objects 
of curiosity, either natural or artificial, and says that any donations of 
any such articles will be thankfully received in behalf of the patient^*, 
for whose benefit the arrangement is made. He proposes to call it the 
'' AwL Gallbev," in honor of him to whom, more than to any other 
one man, the institution is indebted for its existence, and who, for the 
period of eleven yean of its earliest struggles, so suooeesfully conducted. 
M§ iutenata. 
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Ohio Institution for tub Education of the Deaf and Dumb. — 
Never bas there been more applicants for admission to tbe Institution 
than at present ; 80 males and 75 females being in attendance. 

Tbe Superintendent, Mr. Collins Stone, in bis report recommends 
that provision be made to have tbe pupils tangbt trades within the 
bnilding in connection with tbe studies of tbe school room. 

Blind Asylum. — Our readers, wo are confident, will consider our 
duty but measurably discharged if no statement b furnished to them 
of what is being done for tbe youth of the State who have been deprived 
of tbe sense of sight. 

To tbe honor of tbe Buckeye State, provision has been made for the 
the deaf and dumb, the blind and the insane, in public bnildtngs and 
at public expense. 

During tbe past year tbe charge of the blind has been intrusted to 
that skillful and accomplished teacher, Dr. Lord, whose connection with 
the Journal has been so intimate as to make the recital of what has 
been done for the blind pupils under bis care, doubly interesting. 

Tbe Asylum for the Blind was opened in July, 1887, commencing 
with five pupils. The catalogue shows that two hundred and ninety- 
five pupils — one hundred and seventy males and one hundred and 
twenty-five females — have been instructed since the Institution was 
founded. Of these, seventy-four are now pupils ; nine were admitted 
temporarily from the State of Indiana ; eight were discharged as im- 
beciles, nine were dismissed for improper conduct; forty-seven have 
deceased, and thirteen may yet return to complete their term of 
pupilage ; leaving one hundred and thirty-five for whose success in 
life the Institution may be considered in some measure responsible. 

Superintendent, Asa D. Lord. Teachers, Thos. H. Little, M. N. 
Hntchinson, J. A. Scarritt. Teachers of Music, H. J. Nothnagle, 
Hiss M. A. Bergundthal, Miss M. A. Tipton, Teacher in Meobanios, 
Henry Hauenstein; Physician, B. J. Patterson, M. D.; Steward, 
James Carlisle; Matron, Miss Olive M. Brown; Assistant Matron, 
Miss B. C. Bartlett ; Visitors' Attendant, Miss Jane Munnell. 



Tbe Bibliotheca Sacra states that Prof. Guyot, of Cambridge, intends 
to publish an Exposition of the Creation of the Universe, upon the 
basis of the nebular hypothesis, embracing the internal fire theory, 
(eternal fire theory, many papers have it, J as one t\iaXQ^\i\i^«v)&\.i\\i<^. 
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MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT. 




This feature of the Journal will be continued under the editorial 
charge of Prof. W. H. Young, Ohio University, Athens, to whom all 
communications in the Mathematical Department may be sent. 

SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE SEPTEMBER AND 
OCTOBER (1855) NUMBERS OF THIS JOURNAL. 

No. 32. Solution by M. C. Stevens. — In constructing a plain 
Triangle, having given the hose, altitude, and the difference of the 
angles at the base. 

Statement. — ^Let AB = given 
base. From the middle point D 
erect the perpendicular CD = given 
altitude. Draw EG perpendicular 
to ED, and make the angle EDO 
= the diJOTerence of the angles at 
the base. Join EA, and produce 
it till DF = DG. Draw AH par- 
allel to FD and HC parallel to DG. Join AC and CB. ABC is the 
required triangle. 

Dbmonsteation. — From the parallels FD : AH : ED : EH : GD : 
CH. Since FD = GD, AH will equal HC ; hence a circle with AH 
as radius, will pass through AB and C. Now the angle GDE = CHE 
s=CBK, because both are measured by one-half the arc CMK. KB A 
— CBK = angle B ; but RB A = angle A. Hence A — B = CBK 
9 GDE, which by construction is the given diiSerence. 

No. 86. Solution by A. B. West. — A man sold two horses for the 
same price. On the cost of one he made 20 per cent., and on that of 
the other he lost 20 per cent. He lost $20 in the transaction. What 
was the cost of each horse ? 

As he made 20 per cent, on the first, he received |}f , or | of its 
cost ; hence he made ^ of the selling price. Since he lost 20 per cent, 
on the other, he sold it for ^^\, or f of the cost; hence he lost } of 
selling price. But ^ — i =^ i'? of the amount received ; must equal 
$20, the balance lost. Hence the selling price is $240. 

$240 is I of $200, the cost of one horse. 

$240 is f of $300, the cost of the other. 



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. 57 



B.BMABK8. — Aflier the discontinuance of this department, several cor- 
respondents sent in solutions to No. 32. This is undoubtedly the most 
difficult question which has appeared in the Journal, if it be confined 
to a strict geometrical solution. G. H. C. * * 's solution is strictly 
geometrical. A. Schuyler, W. C. Young and J. W., all solved it by 
algebra and trigonometry — by first finding the value of an unknown 
quantity in trigonometrical terms, and constructing the triangle from 
this equation. A careful reexamination of K's solution confirms the 
correctness of the remarks made upon it in the December (1855) num- 
ber. No. 36 was solved by D. J. Cellar, G. H. C * *, E. Adamson, 
Fred. Morgan, R. W. McFarland, A. A. Keen, E. B. P., M. C 

Stevens, Reuben Young, J. W., A. B. West, Eli Stubbs, J. N. Soders- 
Cincinnati, Ohio. f. w. hurtt. 



EDUCATIONAL ITEMS. 



OHIO. 

Mansfield High School. — At the recent Editorial Convention at Mansfield, 
the sentiments of the Address of Mr. H. L. Hosmer were high-toned and truly 
Christian, viewing the true editor as cooperating with the school teacher in ele- 
rating man in all his relations of life. Mr. W. T. Coggeshall, the Secretary to 
the State Commissioner of Common Schools, delivered an able address on the life 
of Charles Hammond. 

One of the toasts of the banquet was : *' Free Schools — the fountain head from 
which flow the streams which are to perpetuate our government — the co-workers 
of a Free Press." 

The Editor had the pleasure of attending the convention, and conversed 
freely with many of the members in reference to the aid of the press through- 
out the state, and in all cases a ready disposition was shown to secure 
more Union Schools, better classification, and to aid in directing public senti- 
ment towards the true reforms demanded by experienced educators. In com- 
pany with several editorial friends, some of whom are members of the Legisla- 
ture, we called in upon the exercises, Friday afternoon, of the Mansfield Graded 
School, under charge of Dr. Catlin and wife. The visit was a pleasing one to 
the writer, for he saw that the exercises — declamation, composition and an orig- 
inal address — ^gave marked satisfaction to the editors in attendance. 

Mansfield is noted as a wealthy and highly cultivated town. There is a Fe- 
male College in this place, with 113 pupils in attendance. In the Mansficfd Her- 
ald, issued during the convention, we find a notice of the Mansfield Graded 
Schools, which were organized under the law of 1852, immediately after its pass- 
age. Alex. Bartlett was appointed Principal of the High School and Superin- 
tendent of Instruction the first year. 

Dr. Wm. C. Catlin, the present incumbent, has had charge since September, 
1855. There are elevei\ schools—- five primary, four secondai;y, a grammar and a 
High School, employing, with the Superintendent, thirteen teacViet^. 
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The annaal ennmeration of youth at the last census, was over 1500 ; an increase 
of about 200 since the present system was adopted. 

The enrollment of pupils in the schools, for the past school year, was 808, and 
at the present time 925. This is an increase of over 150 during the past two 
years. Of this entire number, about 435 are enrolled in the primary schools, 300 
in the secondary, over 100 in the grammar, about 75 in the High School, and 
the number in most of the schools is about equally divided between the two sexes. 
The average attendance for the past year was eighty-five per cent, on the enroll- 
ment; for the year previous, sixty-six. Tardiness has diminished in the ratio 
of from thirty to forty per cent, for the same time. The number of pupils in tha 
High School has increased from thirty-six to seventy-five. 

The Superintendent and teachers have formed a voluntary association for the 
mutual improvement of themselves and their schools. Their weekly meetings' 
wc learn, are sustained with great interest and mutual profit. 

The friends of education in Steubenville and Jeffferson Co , are expected to 
have a general awakening to the importance of sustaining their schools, and the 
Journal, during the coming year, as within their borders will assemble in 
July of this year, the most important body of the state,— (to the rising gener- 
ation, at least)— the Ohio State Teachers' Association. 

A good spirit is evinced. We wish our space permitted, to print the proceed- 
ings of the Teachers' Lyceum, held at Newburg on the 3d ult. The President, 
Rev. E. A. Brindley, delivered an address on the " Advantages and Pleasures 
flowing from a Liberal Education." A discussion of some length was had on 
the following question : '* Should moral suasion alone be used in the govern- 
ment of our schools ?" The discussion is to be continued at next meeting. 
The following communication as to the school of Mr. Alex. Clark, of KnoxviUe, 
in this county, ma}' be of interest : 

• Our school here is large, and I trust, profitable to the pupils. We have our 
school-room (which is a commodious one) ornamented with maps, charts and 
pictures. We also have a cabinet of curiosities— shells, ores, etc., etc., collected 
by the scholars, with the aid of a few friends. I use a school regulator — an inven* 
tion of my own, which I may describe to you at some future time. It works 
well, and is being introduced into some of our neighboring schools. Every 
vacant piece of wall is filled up with mottoes of some kind. Four of these, above 
ttie door, and in view of the whole school, are ' Listening Ear '— ^ Silent Tongue * 
— * Helping Hand '— * Faithful Hearts.' Our only rule is framed behind a large 
glass, and reads, ' Do Good.' 

'^We have a box marked *■ Composition Box,' wherein all who write composl- 
ttons are expected to deposit them, until the time for reading and examining 
them. Another box, marked * Scraps ' containing a great number of short 
poems, anecdotes, etc., cut from newspapers by the small children, and placed 
in the scrap box to be read by the teacher. Many of them, of course, are never 
read by him, but very often a rare gem comes under the eye of the school 
in this way that might not in any other. 

"Lastly, we all sing— and I wish you could hear the little fellows' voices once !" 

An incident is related in one of the papers of this county thathas peculiar in- 
terest as exemplifying the sympathy of pupil with teacher. On Christmas eve- 
ning, a juvenile concert and exhibition of the school of Mr. Clark was given in 
Knoxville. As it happened, the platform for pupils could not hold them all, and 
some apparent feeling was manifested by a few parents, who upbraided the 
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teacher for partiality and neglect of certain children. This wa« a severe trial • 
to the teacher. 

**• It was too much for him. He sank down beneath its oppressive weight, and 
was carried away insensible. 

'* This is not strange, when he knew, when :he children knew, when all save one 
or two linew, that he had tried to do his duty. The excitement now was intense, 
especially among the children. The next day they, every one of them, little 
boys and girls, young ladies and young men— every pupil belonging to the 
school, en masse, assembled at the school house unknown to the teacher, and 
loudly and indignantly denied the accusation of partiality on the part of the 
teacher. All the pupils were there, the supjuos«d slighted with the others, and 
all expressed the same fondness and regard for their teacher— equally sorrowed' 
over his misfortune, and all felt the greatest chagrin that there should be even ou$ 
overgrown and petulant child in their town. They then marched two and two, 
to their teacher's sickroom, and each took him by the hand, kissed him, and 
whispered in his ear with all the honesty and earnestness of loving children, the 
words, *■ A steadfast friend,' ' stay with us/ while tears trickled down their cheeks 
— tears that could not be restrained, neither forgotten. 

"They then marched through town, followed by their parents, returned to their 
Ki'bool room, and after singing some of their favorite songs, dispersed ready to 
meet and greet their teacher as soon as he becomes able to mingle with them in 
the joys of the school room." 

Public Schools op Marietta.— We have been favored with a pamphlet of 
forty pages, containing the by laws and report of the Board of Education of 
Marietta, with rules for the management of the schools. 

There are matters treated of in the report, of interest elsewhere. The good 
effects of the graded system are spoken of 

Prior to its adoption, there being five distinct districts, the directors of each 
bad the separate management. 

'' Female teachers were employed in the summer, and male teachers in the 
winter months, and the schools were usually continued from six to eight months 
each year. There was, therefore, a continual change of teachers, and in each 
school there was a large number of classes, rendering it impossible for the teach- 
er to devote much time to any one class. Indeed, in many instances, there was 
no effort to classify pupils, except in reading and spelling : the instruction, what 
there was, was given to individuals, some getting much more of the teacher's 
time than belonged to them, others getting little or none, and all deriving but 
little t>enefit from the schools. 

'* For these and other reasons, many parents did not send their children at all, 
hut relied on private schools, being thus compelled to pay tuition bills as well 
as their proportion of the school taxes.'' 

In speaking of the High Schools, the report continues : 

•• There is another very important benefit conferred by the High School. It is 
that of preparing teachers for the other depart^ients. From the outset, the 
greatest difidculty to be encountered in keeping up good schools, has been in 
procuring teachers possessing the requisite qualifications. The opinion has been 
prevalent, that every young woman having a very little book-knowledge, could 
teach young children the elementary parts of an education. As a consequence, 
many candidates for the post of teacher were of very limited literary acquire- 
ments. There have been, probably, two applicants for every vacancy that has 
ocscurred, giving the Board some opportunity for selection; nevertheless they 
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bare been obliged to otnploy some with whose attainments they were by no 
means satisfied. And the experience of five years has conTinced them, that no 
yonng lady can make a good teacher for a primary school eren, who has not 
made herself familiar with all the ordinary branches of learning ; and that the 
farther her own education has been carried, the better she can instruct children 
in the most elementary branches/' 

Written and printed arguments, as to the condition and progress of schools in 
each neighborhood, coupled with Mr. H. II. Barney's excellent tract on the "Ad- 
vantages of the Graded System,'' which is republished in this pamphlet, should 
be scattered among parents and guardians annually or semi-annually all over 
the state, and no efifort omitted to bring about the " good time," in every school 
•district. 



A New Fbatubb. — As vocal music has a refining influence upon the youth of 
the State, and its proper cultivation is one of the marks of our progress in a 
better civilization, we design to have furnished, in occasional numbers, a page 
or two of Music suited for use in schools. 

Prof. L. Mason, of the Cincinnati Public Schools, has been distinguished for 
success in teaching Yocal Music, and tenders his services to promote a more 
eari\est attention to this subject, through the medium of the Journal, if it would 
be agreeable to its patrons. He has availed himself of the latest and best music 
published in Europe and America. 

Webtbbn Common School Teachsbs' Association.— Mr. £. D. Kingsley 
of Columbus, Corresponding Sec'y of the 0. Teachers' Association, as it will be 
seen in the "Proceedings" of that body, has been appointed to confer with offi- 
cers of other Western Associations, and provide for a Convention at Chicago, in 
August next, to form a Western Common School Teachers' Association. The 
heart enlisted in the cause of education, becomes animated with an enthusiasm 
all a-glow, in catching some early gleams of that rising sun of the new empire 
in the west, which, prophetic-like, speak of the splendors of a full-orbed day, 
when all the territories between the banks of the Mississippi and the shores of 
the Pacific become the land of school houses, and settled with an educated and 
a religious people. 

Common School Pupils in Collbgbb.— It is an honorable testimonial to the 
teachers and pupils of Ohio Common Schools, that Presidents of Colleges should 
frankly state, that the best English pupils they have in their higher classes, are 
fh>m Ohio public schools. Many pupils from our schools are now pursuing 
their studies with great credit in the most noted Institutions, bearing off the 
palm of scholarship and conduct : and within the last few years graduates from 
Ohio Common Schools have taken the front rank in various Professions. 



On returning fVom the recent Editorial Convention of this State, we overheard 
an order given by a veteran editor of a political paper of this state to our office- 
neighbor, S. D. Harris, editor of the Ohio Cultivator, to send that paper for the 
year to his young son, a student at Kenyon College. He said that he made it a 
rule to furnish his children each with some useftil paper, thereby identifying it 
as their property. We were pleased to learn that this well-known man of poli- 
tics was an ardent lover of nature. He said he had learned to think while fol- 
lowing his plough. This farm-labor training and a little schooling at Doyles- 
town Academy, in Pennsylvania, fitted Col. Sam. Medaiy, of whom we speak, to 
be the Clermont county school teacher in 1825 and 6, and editor of the States- 
maa, in CoinmboB, of to-day. 
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ITBXS. 

Samuel Lb WIS, first Superintendent of Common Schools tor the State of 
Ohio, was born In Falmouth, Mass., March 17th, 1799 ; and died on his farm 
near Cincinnati, 29th of Jnly, 1854. 

The generation that has grown up since this devoted friend of Free School ed- 
ucation began his missionary enterprise of upbuilding Common Schools in Ohio, 
can only know, in part, the value of his services throughout an active life, but 
they have an opportunity to to obtain his " Biography," a book of 430 pages, just 
printed for the author, W. G. W. Lewis, by the Methodist Book Concern, 
Cincinnati. 

As a Christian philanthropist, his character stands a worthy example for the 
youth of the state. His devotion to the cause of popular education and the sue-* 
cess which he has accomplished should be gratefully cherished by the teachers 
of Ohio. 

The incidents of his life, as en^uragements to j>uri^ of principle and unswerv. 
ing moral rectitude, are worthy to be read by every youth in the state, and we 
venture to say that no book of personal history of the present day will be so 
generally circulated, and accomplish so much good, as the ** Biography of gam- 
uel Lewis, first Superintendent of Common Schools of the state of Ohio." 

Many moral maxims and noble sentences of this work, shall be furnished 
hereafter, in the pages of this journal. This book contains an engraved likeness 
of this fervent friend of education. The educational department of the work 
was mainly ftirnished by Mr. Coggeshall, State Librarian, and is an invaluable 
record of the progress of the Common Schools 6f Ohio. 

—Hon. H. H. Barney, Commissioner of Common Schools of Ohio, will, on the 
fUh inst., transfer his portfolio to Hon. Anson Smyth. 

Mr. Barney has accepted from the Cincinnati School Board, the appointment 
of Superintendent of the Free Normal Classes in the two High Schools of that 
city — alternate service being rendered during the morning at " Woodward " 
H. S.—during the afternoon at " Hughes " H. S. ' 

We extend to both gentlemen earnest wishes for their personal and profes- 
sional prosperity. 

— Mr. John Hancock, to whom was tendered the post of editor by the Execu- 
tive Committee, on consideration, determined to continue his charge of the first 
Intermediate School of Cincinnati. 

— During the session of the State Teachers' Association in this city, in Decem- 
ber last, a convention of Superintendents of Public Schools was held and a perma. 
nent organization efiiected— Andrew J. Rickofi', of Cincinnati, President They 
convene in Cincinnati again on the last Friday of April. RIeports on sut^ects 
specially relating to the superintendency of schools, ready for publication, will 
then be made by special committees. 

—The following interesting articles were crowded out this month, but will ap- 
pear in the number for March — which will be issued early : Statistical Informa- 
tion from the forthcoming Report of Mr. Barney, State Commissioner ; Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention of Delegates of CoUeges and Address of Hon. Hor- 
ace Mann ; Notices of Educational Journals receiyed ; Resume of Proceedings 
of Teachers' Association in Western States; Points of Hon. H. Barnard's recent 
Speech at Chicago } communications^ and many interesting items. 

—If the support to the Journal was adequate, we would be glad to ftimish 
our readers a monthly of doable the number of pages now issued. 
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Suitable Valentines. — Communications to the editor, enclosing good^j 
lists of subscribers and the money, would be appropriate in February. 

— No definite action has been had by the Legislature on the School Law^Yle- 
tails in next number. 

—We send this number to many of the subscribers of last year whose sub- 
scription has not been renewed. We respectfully^ solicit their remittances. 

—We send a copy of the Journal for February to such friends as the new ed- 
itor hopes to interest in its circulation and support. 
If not approved, please re-mail, with name and P. O. 

— The Journal, it will be borne in mind, is from its general circulation, a val- 
uable advertising medium. 

— The Principal Editor respectfully tenders his friendly regards to his profes- 
sional brethren, wherever engaged, in the noble mission of cooperating with 
Teachers and others in advancing the educational movement. 

— The two Presbyterian Synods in Ohio have perfected the organization pre- 
paratory to entering upon the erection of an University at West Liberty, in thin 
State. 

— Our patrons will be pleased to learn that it is our design to furnish, in the 
Journal, impressions of the engraved steel plate of those elegant edifices, the 
"Wotfdward" and "Hughes" High Schools of Cincinnati. These alone are 
worth the price of subscription. 

— Culture of the voice, and physical development, should receive the most 
earnest and positive attention of young students. Teachers themselves should 
be examples of the benefit of their successful culture. Prof Robt. Kidd, who 
has done so much in Cincinnati to awaken the attention of teachers and public 
speakers to this subject, and has accomplished a great reform in this particular, 
is visiting at this time various portions of the State ; and as he is not only a maa 
of much ability in his profession, but possessed of an earnest spirit to aid the 
cause of true education, we heartily recommend him to Teachers and others. 

— The most neglected portion of our poor and unfortunate in towns and 
cities, so far as the future welfare of the State is concerned, are the youth who 
are permitted to wander about without the restraints of home or training in our 
schools. 

The subject of compulsory education has been broached in our State Legisla- 
ture, and a scheme for a Reform School, so successful elsewhere, is under con- 
sideration by the same body, whose action thereon will be communicated in our 
next number; but much may be done to remedy the growing evil reverted to, 
by voluntary search for, and care of, these active-minded, indolent and, mostly, 
mischievous yonth. 

Our people must take time from money-making to look about them, in alleys 
and garrets of the squares in which they live, for the comfortless and the un- 
provided. 

— The firm of Hickllng, Swan & Brown, publishers, of Boston, has been 
changed into Hlckling, Swan & Brewer. 

Mr. Edward W. Brown, the late junior partner, has become a member of the 
firm of Shepard, Clark & Co., and Dr. Thos. M. Brewer, for many years connected 
with the publication and editorial management of the Boston Atlas, is a partner 
in the house. Attention is called to their advertisement, and to the fact that 
'* Worcester's Royal Quarto Dictionaij" is in the press. 
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Obsebtatiox of the Wbathbr.— It would be of incalculable scrTice to the 
next generation, if the youth of the higher classes in schools were guided in 
some systematic way to observe and record Meteorological observations. The 
study of Nature will elevate the aims and character of the young. 

— At Washington C. H., Fayette county, a Union School is in successful op>©- 
ration, under the superintendence of Jesse J. Worthington, assisted by John M. 
Bell, Miss Bascom, Mrs. Lawren, Miss Bennett, and Miss Taylor. 

— The Literati abroad are expressing surprise at the extent and ability of the 
literary works of America, and the extent of the circulation of our books. 

— A recent accident, by fire, occurred to one of the Public Schools of Cleve- 
land, no doubt, by a defect in the pipes of a hot-air furnace. The Cleveland 
Herald objects to the use of wooden ducts to cold air from the street to the furn- 
ace, and of setting iron registers directly in contact with the floor or wood work 
of the walls. The registers, it claims, should be set in stone, else the heater-iron, 
sooner or later, will set fire to the wood work with which it comes in contact. 

If the registers are colsed above and a violent heat kept up, the air must 
find an outlet, and, taking the back track, rushes into the cold air pipe, and 
when it is of wood, in many cases sets it on fire. 

The ventilation of school rooms and halls is to be cared for as well as the beat- 
ing, and many plans are offered to secure both. 

Complaint is made of stoves and hot-air furnaces, for the dry, unhealthy heat 
they furnish. It is contended that the air is too much burned and vitiated for 
breathing. 

An experiment is being tried of heating by steam, passed into radiators, send- 
ing a pleasant, heated air into the various rooms of a house, through flues in 
the wall — the radiators and heating apparatus being in the cellar. Messrs. 
Beynoldl^ Kite & Tatum, of Cincinnati, are applying this apparatus in one of the 
largest school edifices of that city. The heat is very agreeable, and the ventila- 
tion is excellent. The experiment is not yet complete ; if successful, it will prove 
of infinite benefit in application to the school houses of the State. 

SCHUTLER'8 Geometbical Chart.— Most of thc teachers in attendance at 
the *^ Association," observed the chart suspended in thc hall. If time had per- 
mitted, the writer would have called upon Prof. Young, who will conduct the 
Mathematical Department, to set forth the advantages of this pictorial grouping 
of geometrical figures with explanations. Believing that such charts are great 
aids to students, we unhesitatingly approve of the plan. Copies can be obtained 
of A. Schuyler, Seneca Co. Academy, Republic, Seneca county. Price $2. 

PROF A MB WORDS. 

Ab polished steel receives a stain 

From drops at random flung, 
So does the child, when words profane 

Drop from a parent's tongue. 
The rust eats in, and oft we find 

That naught which we can do, 
To cleanse the metal or the mind. 

The brightness will renew. 

— The scholar who prononnced the Euphrates short instead of long, was wit- 
tily said to have *' abridged the river." 

— Hon. W. C Riyes is engaged in editing the Madison papers. 
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— Who knows and will tell which phrase shopld be used, *^ The committee 
which was referred;" or "The committee to whom was referred?" 

— The time has now come when our common schools must be extended up — 
wards. 

•» Messrs. F. C. Brownell, Hartford, Conn., and Talcott & Sherwood, Chicago^ 
III., have prepared for sale, at $2 per hundred, what is called '* The Teacher'^ 
Letter," being an appeal to the parents of pupils, and designed for use by teach-^ 
ers to send to the parents. 

Dbawino in Schools. — This subject is receiving marked attention in th^s 
Boards of Education in Cincinnati. The Union Board of High Schools have i^b 
in contemplation to provide for systematic instruction in this important branch ^ 
and the Cincinnati School Board have, in a Night High School established hy^ 
them, obtained the services of a valuable instructor, with the aids of apparatus 
and coBveniences that promise great success to the enterprise. 

In our next number, we propose to present this subject in its proper light, 
with a view to its attention in the Common Schools of the State. It is of a 
practical importance to all, and will exercise a refining influence on those who 
become experts, leading them to study and observation of nature, and to prefer 
those things which are attractive for beauty and delight. 



As the Legislature, at one time, published the ^* School Director," at public 
expense, for about two years, it is reasonable to presume, that at this time, 
when the demand is urgent that a periodical should be issued in such numbers 
as to reach the waste places all over the State, the General Assembly should not 
hesitate to make the appropriation suggested that they should make, as offered 
in the ^'Association" by Mr. M. French, viz : That the Legislature be requested 
to authorize the State Commissioner of Common Schools, to subscribe for a 
snfflcient numbet of copies of the Ohio Journal of Education, to supply every 
Connty Auditor and School Exammer of the State. 



When teachers are remitting money for subscription, or names for the Journal, 
it would be preferable, if they furnish any items of information of their schools, 
to receive the same written on a separate piece of paper, enclosed in their bnsi- 
ness letter. The letter can be filed away, and the suggestion or communication 
can, in this manner, be available as '' copy " for the printer. 



Several communications have been laid over for consideration, as the Editor, 
in the few days allotted to him to prepare for this number of the Journal, could 
not give them attention. Reviews of Books and the Correspondence must, for 
the same reason, be deferred. 

J^EB CowLES, A. B., of Akron, O., desires a situation as Superintendent of 
a Union School, or Principal of an Academy. He has the experience of many 
years instruction. Testimonials from high sources can be given. [it 



D:^ Brown is erudite, a bit of a wag, and an admirer of Mr. Longfellow. 
Jones, who had got some hint of the matter in the newspaper, mentioned 
" Hiawatha " to Brown, and inquired whether it was an original poem. " Orig- 
inal ? " retorted Brown vehemently — " Sir, it is adoriginal! " Jones, who is no 
scholar (as Brown is,) felt sure that his question had been answered in the 
nOnnatire, and "something over," and retired in silence. 
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COLUMBUS, MARCH, 1867. 



CONVENTION OF OHIO COLLEGE OFFICERS. 



At a Convention, composed of delegates from Colleges in tbe State 
of Ohio, assembled at Columbus, December 29th, 1856, the following 
Besolutions, designed to promote the internal tranquillity, the literary 
progress, and the exemplary conduct of Students, were unanimously 
adopted; and a Committee, consisting of the Hon. Horace Mann, 
President of Antioch College, the Rev. Jeremiah Hall, President of 
Denison University, and the Rev. Dr. Solomon Howard, President of 
Ohio University, were appointed to prepare an Address to the Faculties 
of Colleges in the State of Ohio, setting forth more fully and argument- 
stively the subject matter of the resolutions, and to cause the same to 
be printed and distributed : 

Whbrbab, a sentiment very generally prevails in Colleges and Schools, that 
stndents onght, as far as possible, to withhold all information, respecting the 
miscondact of their fellow-students, from Faculty and Teachers ; 

And, whereas this sentiment is often embodied in what is called a "Code of 
JEbnor" by whose unwritten, and, therefore, uncertain provisions, students are 
often tempted or constrained, under fear of ridicule, or contempt, or violence, 
to connive at the offenses of their fellow-students beforehand, or to screen 
them from punishment afterwards ; 

And, whereas a bounty is thus offered for the commission of wrong, in the 
impunity which is secured to the wrongdoer; therefore, 

Hesolvedf That a Ck>llege or School is a community, which, as an essential con- 
dition of its prosperity, must, like any other community, be governed by wise 
and wholesome laws, faithfully administered. 

And further resolved. That, as he is a gOQd citizen, and, in the highest degree 
worthy of the gratitude of the community where he dwells, who, knowing that 
an offense is about to be committed, promptly interposes to prevent it ; and, as 
he is a bad citizen, and worthy the condemnation of all good men, who, know- 
ing that an offense has been committed, withholds testimony, or suborns wit- 
nesses to shield the culprit from the consequences of his crime; — so, in a College 
or in a School, he is a good student and a true friend of all other students, who. 

Vol. VI.— No. 3. 6 
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t>7 any personal influence whicb he can exert, or by any information which he 
can impart, prevents the commission of offenses that are meditated, or helps to 
redress the wrongs already committed ; and that he is a bad student, who, by 
withholding evidence, or by false and evasive testimony, protects oflfepders and 
thereby encourages the repetition of offenses; and further, that, as civil society can 
not attain those ends of peace and prosperity, for which it was constituted, if it 
should suffer accomplices in crime, or accessories, either before or after the fact, 
to remain or go at large among its members ; so, no College or School can ever 
reach the noble purposes of its institution, should it permit confederates, or ac* 
cessories in vice or crime, to remain enrolled among its members. 

And, whereas one great object of penal discipline is the reformation of the 
offender; therefore, 

Besoltxd^ That, just in proportion as the students of any Institution will co- 
operate with its government in maintaining order and good morals, just in the 
same proportion should the government of such Institution become more lenient 
and parental, substituting private expostulation for public censure, and healing 
counsel for wounding punishments. 

The Committee appointed at the Convention above named, to pre- 
pare an Address to the Faculties of the Colleges above referred to, 
have attended to the duty assigned them, and submit the following 

REPORT. 

Unhappily, no person needs to be informed that a feeling of antago- 
nism towards Teachers often exists among Students. The hostile 
relation of distrust and disobedience supplants the filial one of trust 
and obedience. Such a relation necessitates more or less of coercive 
discipline; and discipline, unless when administered in the highest 
spirit of wisdom and love, alienates rather than attaches. Though it 
may subdue opposition, it fails to conciliate the affections. 

A moment's consideration must convince the most simple-minded, 
that the idea of a natural hostility between teachers and pupils is not 
merely wrong, but ruinous. Without sympathy, without mutual affec- 
tion, between instructors and instructed, many of the noblest purposes 
of •ducation are wholly baffled and lost. No student can ever learn 
even the most abstract science from a teacher whom he dislikes as 
well as from one whom he loves. Affection is an element in which all 
the faculties of the mind, as well as all the virtues of the heart, flourish. 

Springing from this deplorable sentiment of a natural antagonism 
between teachers and students, an actual belligerent condition ensues 
between them. One party promulgates laws ; the other disobeys them 
when it dares; or, what is an evil only one degree less in magnitude 
than actual disobedience, it renders but a formal or compulsory compli- 
ance ; — there being, in strictness, no obedience but that of the heart. 
One party enjoins duties ; the other evades, or grudgingly performs 
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them. Prohibitions are clandestinely yiolated. A rivalry grows up 
^ jtween the skill and vigilance that would detect, and the skill and 
vigilancf that would evade detection. Authority on the one side and 
fear on the other, usurp the place of love. Aggression and counter- 
aggression, not friendship and cooperation^ become the motives of con- 
duct, and the college or the school is a house divided against itself. 

We gladly acknowledge that there are practical limits, both on the 
side of Faculties and of Students, to these deplorable results. Still, 
students do bear about a vast amount of suppressed and latent opposi- 
tion against Faculties and Teachers, which, though never developing 
itself in overt acts of mutiny or indignity, yet mars the harmony and 
subtracts from the usefulness of all our educational institutions. 

Though all students do not partake of this feeling of hostility towards 
teachers, or in the practice of disobedience to their requirements, yet, 
as a matter of fact, the wrongdoers have inspired the rightdoers with 
something of their sentiments, and coerced them, as auxiliaries, into 
their service. A feeling almost universally prevails throughout the 
Colleges and Schools of our country, that the students, in each Institu- 
tion, constitute of themselves a kind of corporation ; and that this cor- 
poration is bound to protect and defend, with the united force of the 
whole body, any individual member who may be in peril of discipline, 
although that peril may have been incurred by his own misconduct. 
If, then, there is a corporation bound together by supposed collective 
interests, it is certain that this body will have its laws; and, as laws 
will be inefficacious without penalties, it will have its penalties also. 
These laws, by those who are proud to uphold and prompt to vindicate 
them, are called the ** Code of Honor, '^^ — a name which at once arouses 
the attention and attracts the sympathies of ardent and ingenuous youth. 
Being unwritten laws, with undefined penalties, both law and penalty 
will, at all times, be just what their framers and executors choose to 
make them. But unwritten laws and undefined penalties are of the 
very essence of despotism, and hence the sanctions for violating this 
Code of Honor, so called, are often terrible, — so unrelenting and in- 
exorable that few, even of the most talented and virtuous members of 
our literary institutions, dare to confront and brave them. Often they 
are the very reverse of the old Roman decree of banishment ; for that 
only deprived a citizen of fire and water, whereas these burn or drown 
him. They often render it impossible for any supposed offender to 
remain among the students whose vengeance he has incurred. 

The requisitions of this code are different in different places, and at 
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different times. Sometimes tbey are simply negative, demanding that 
a student shall take care to be absent when anything culpable is to be 
committed, or silent when called on as a witness for its exposure. 
Sometimes they go further and demand evasion, misrepresentation, or 
even falsehood, in order to screen a fellow-student, or a fellow-conspira- 
tor, firom the consequences of his misconduct. And sometimes, any 
one who exposes, not merely a violator of college regulations, but an 
offender against the laws of morality and religion, in order that he may 
be checked in his vicious and criminal career, is stigmatized as an *' in- 
former;" is pursued with the shafbs of ridicule or the hisses of contempt, 
or even visited with some form of wild and savage vengeance. 

It is impossible not to see that when such a sentiment becomes the 
''common law" of a literary institution, offenders will be freed from 
all salutary fear of detection and punishment. Where witnesses will 
not testify, or will testify falsely, of course the culprit escapes. This 
security from exposure becomes a premium on transgression. Lawless- 
ness runs riot when the preventive police of virtuous sentiment and of 
allegiance to order is blinded and muzzled. Thus, at the very outset, 
this Code of Honor inaugurates the reign of dishonor and shame. 
Judged, then, by its fruits, what condemnation of such a code can be 
too severe ? 

But, in the outset, we desire to allow to this feeling, as we usually 
find it, all that it can possibly claim under any semblance of justice or 
generosity. When, as doubtless it sometimes happens, one student 
reports the omissions or commissions of another to a College Faculty, 
from motives of private ill-will or malice ; or, when one competitor in 
the race for college honors, convinced that he will be outstripped by 
his rival, unless he can fasten upon that rival some weight of suspicion 
or odium, and therefore seeks to disparage his character instead of sur- 
passing his scholarship ; or, when any mere tattling is done for any 
mean or low purpose whatever ; — in all such cases, every one must 
acknowledge that the conduct is reprehensible and the motive dishonor- 
ing. No student can gain any advantage with any honorable teacher 
by such a course. The existence of any such case supplies an 
occasion for admonition, which no faithful teacher will fail to improve. 
Here, as in all other cases, we stand upon the axiomatic truth, that the 
moral quality of an action is determined by the motive that prompts it. 

But suppose, on the other hand, that the opportunities of the diligent 
for study are destroyed by the disorderly, or that public or private 
l^perty is wantonly sacrificed or destroyed by the maliciously mis- 
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cbieyons ; suppose that indignities and insults are heaped upon officers, 
upon fellow-students, or upon neighboring citizens ; suppose the laws of 
the land or the higher law of Ood is broken ; — in these eases, and in 
cases kindred to these, may a diligent and exemplary student, after 
finding that he cannot arrest the delinquent by his own friendly counsel 
or remonstrance, go to the Faculty, give them information respecting 
the. case and cause the offender to be brought to an account; or, if 
called before the Faculty as a witness, may he testify fully and frankly 
to all he knows? Or, in other words, when a young man, sent to 
college for the highest of all earthly purposes, — that «f preparing him- 
self for usefulness and honor, — is wasting time, health and character, 
in wanton mischief, in dissipation or in profligacy, is it dishonorable in 
a fellow-student to give information to the proper authorities, and thus 
set a new instrumentality in motion, with a &ir chance of redeeming 
the offender from ruin ? This is the question. Let us examine it. 

As set forth in the Resolutions, a college is a community. Like 
other communities, it has its objects, which are among the noblest ; it 
has its laws indispensable for accomplishing those objects, and these 
laws, as usually framed, are salutary and impartial. The laws are for 
the benefit of the community to be governed by them ; and without the 
laws and without a general observance of them, this community, like 
any other, would accomplish itiS ends imperfectly, — perhaps come to 
ruin. 

Now, in any civil community, what class of persons is it which arrays 
itself in opposition to wise and salutary laws ? Of course, it never is 
the honest, the virtuous, the exemplary. They regard good laws as 
friends and protectors. But horse-thieves, counterfeiters, defrauders 
of the custom-house or post-office, — these, in their several departments, 
league together, and form conspiracies to commit crimes beforehand, 
and to protect each other from punishment afterwards. But honest 
farmers, faithful mechanics, upright merchants, the high-toned profes- 
sional man, — these have no occasion for plots and perjuries ; for they 
have no offenses to hide and no punishments to fear. The first aspect 
of the case, then, shows the paternity of this false idea of '* Honor " 
among students. It was borrowed from rogues and knaves and pecu- 
lators and scoundrels generally, and not from men of honor, rectitude 
and purity. As it regards students, does not the analogy hold true 
to the letter ? 

When incendiaries, or burglars, or the meaner gangs of pickpockets 
are abroad, is not he, by whose vigilance and skill the perpetrators can 
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be arrested and their depredations stopped, considered a public bene- 
fiictor? And if we had been the victim of arson, housebreaking, or 
pocket-picking, what should we think of a witness who, on being sum- 
moned into court, should refuse to give the testimony that would 
convict the offender ? Could we think anything better of such a dumb 
witness than that he was an accomplice and sympathized with the 
villany ? To meet such cases, all our courts are invested with power 
to deal with such contumacious witnesses in a summary manner. Re- 
fiisiog to testify, they are adjudged guilty of one of the grossest offenses 
a man can commit, and they are forthwith imprisoned^ even without 
trial by jury. And no community could subsist for a month if every- 
body, at his own pleasure, could refuse to give evidence in court. It 
is equally certain that no college could subsist, as a place for the 
growth of morality, and not for its extirpation, if its students should 
act, or were allowed to act, on the principle of giving or withholding 
testimony at their own option. The same principle, therefore, which 
justifies courts in cutting off recusant witnesses from society, would 
seem to justify a College Faculty in cutting off recusant students from 
a college. 

Courts, also, are armed with power to punish perjury, and the law 
justly regards this offense as one of the greatest that can be committed. 
Following close after the offense of perjury in the courts, is the offense 
of prevarication or falsehood in shielding a fellow-student or accomplice 
from the consequences of his misconduct. For, as the moral growth 
keeps pace with the natural, there is infinite danger that the youth who 
tells falsehoods will grow into the man who commits perjuries. 

So a student who means to conceal the offense of a fellow-student, or 
to divert investigation from the right track, though he may not tell an 
absolute lie, yet is in a lying state of mindf than which many a snd- 
den, unpremeditated lie, struck out by the force of a vehement tempta- 
tion, is far less injurious to character. A lying state of mind in youth 
has its natural culmination in the falsehoods and perjuries of manhood. 

When students enter college, they not only continue their civil rela- 
tions, as men, to the officers of the college, but they come under new 
and special obligations to them. Teachers assume much of the parental 
relation towards students, and students much of the filial relation 
towards teachers. A student, then, is bound to assist and defend a 
teacher as a parent, and a teacher is bound to assist and defend a stu- 
dent as a child. The true relation between a College Faculty and 
College Students is that which existed between Nelson and his sailors : 
Jie did hia uttermost for them and they did their uttermost for him. 



OHIO JOURNAL OF BDUOATION. 71 



Now, suppose a student should see an incendiary, with torch in hand, 
ready to set fire to the dwelling in which any one of us and his &mily 
are lying in unconscious slumber, ought he not, as a man, to say noth- 
ing of his duty as a student, to give an alarm, that we may arouse and 
escape ? Might we not put this question to anybody but the incendiary 
himself, and expect an affirmative answer? But if vices and crimes 
should become the regular programme, the practical order of exercises, 
in a college, as they would to a great extent do, if the vicious and 
profligate could secure impunity through the falsehoods or the volun- 
tary dumbness of fellow-students; then, surely, all that is most valuable 
and precious in a college would be destroyed, in the most deplorable 
way ; and who of us would not a hundred times rather have an incen- 
diary set fire to his house, while he was asleep, than to bear the shame 
of the downfall of an Institution under his charge, through the miscon- 
duct of its attendants I And, in the eyes of all right-minded men, it 
is a far lighter offense to destroy a mere physical dwelling of wood or 
stone, than to destroy that moral fabric, which is implied by the very 
name of an Educational Institution. 

The student who would inform me, if he saw a cut-purse purloining 
the money from my pocket, is bound by reasons still more cogent, to 
inform me, if he sees any culprit or felon destroying that capital, that 
stock in trade, which consists in the fair name or reputation of the 
College over which I preside. 

And what is the true relation which the protecting student holds to 
the protected offender ? Is it that of a real friend, or that of the worst 
enemy ? An offender, tempted onward by the hope of impunity, is 
almost certain to repeat his offense. If repeated, it becomes habitual, 
and will be repeated not only with aggravation in character, but with 
rapidity of iteration ; unless, indeed, it be abandoned for other offenses 
of a higher type. A college life filled with the meannesses of clandes- 
tine arts; first spotted, and then made black all over with omissions 
and commissions ; spent in shameful escapes from duty, and in enter- 
prises of positive wrong still more shameful, is not likely to culminate in 
a replenished, dignified, and honorable manhood. Look for such way- 
ward students after twenty years, and you would not go to the high 
places of society to find them, but to the gaming-house, or prison, or 
some place of infamous resort ; or^ if reformation has intervened, and 
an honorable life falsifies the auguries of a dishonorable youth, nowhere 
will you hear the voice of repentance and sorrow more sad, or more 
sincere, than from the lips of the moral wanderer himself. Now, let 
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US ask, what kind of a friend is he to another, who, when he sees him 
just entering on the high road to destruction, instead of summoning 
natural or official guardians to save him, refuses to give the alarm, and 
thus clears away all the obstacles, and supplies all the facilities; for his 
speedy passage to ruin ! 

If one student sees another just stepping into deceitful waters, where 
he will probably be drowned ; or, proceeding along a pathway, which 
has a pit-fall in its track, or at precipice at its end, is it not the impulse 
of friendship to shout his danger in his ear ? Or, if I am nearer than 
he, or can for any reason more probably rescue the imperiled from his 
danger, ought he not to shout to me ? But a student just entering the 
outer verge of the whirlpool of temptation, whose narrowing circle and 
accelerating current will soon engulf him in the vortex of sin, is in direr 
peril than any danger of drowning, of pit-fall, or of precipice ; because 
the spiritual life is more precious than the bodily. It is a small thing 
to die, but a great one to be depraved. If a student will allow me to 
cooperate with him, to save a fellow-student from death, why not from 
calamities which are worse than death? He who saves one's character 
is a greater benefactor than he who saves his life. Who, then, is the 
true friend; he who supplies the immunity which a bad student desires, 
or the saving warning, or coercion, which he needs f 

But young men are afraid of being ridiculed, if they openly espouse 
the side of progress, and of good order as one of the essentials to 
progress. But which is the greater evil, the ridicule of the wicked, or 
the condemnation of the wise ? 

'* Ask you why Wharton broke through ev'ry rule ? 
' J\Das all for ftar that knaves would call him fooU^ 

But the student says. Suppose I had been the wrongdoer, and my 
character and fortunes were in the hands of a fellow-student, I should 
not like to have him make report, or give evidence against me, and I 
mitst do as I would be done by. How short-sighted and one-sided is 
this view ! Suppose you had been made, or were about to be made, 
the innocent victim of wrongdoing, would you not then wish to have 
the past injustice redressed, or the future injustice- averted ? Towards 
whom, then, should your Golden Rule be practiced, — towards the 
offender, or towards the party offended? Where a wrong is done, 
everybody is injured, — the immediate object of the wrong directly, 
everybody else indirectly, — for every wrong invades the rights and the 
sense of safety which every individual^ community, or body politic, has 
a right to enjoy. Therefore, doing as we would be done by to the 
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offender, in such a case, is doing as we would not be done by to every- 
body else. Nay, if we look beyond the present deed, and the present 
hour, the kindest office we can perform for the offender himself is to 
expose, and thereby arrest him. With snch arrest, there is great 
chance that he will be saved ; withont it, there is little. 
. Does any one still insist upon certain supposed evils incident to the 
practice, should students give information of each other's misconduct? 
We reply, that the practice itself would save nine-tenths of the occasions 
for informing, and thus the evils alleged to belong to the practice would 
be almost wholly prevented by it. And how much better is antidote, 
than remedy. 

But again ; look at the parties that constitute a College. A Faculty 
is selected from the community at large, for their supposed competency 
for teaching and training youth. Youth are committed to their care, 
to be taught and trained. The two parties are now together, face to 
face ; the one ready and anxious to impart and to mould ; the other in 
a receptive and growing condition. A case of offense, a case of moral 
delinquency, — no matter what, — occurs. It is the very point, the 
very juncture, where the wisdom, the experience, the parental regard 
of the one should be brought, with all its healing influences, to bear 
upon the indiscretion, the rashness, or the wantonness of the other. 
The parties were brought into proximity for this identical purpose. 
Here is the casiis fosderts. Why does not one of them supply the 
affectionate counsel, the preventive admonition, the heart-emanating 
and heart-penetrating reproof; perhaps even the salutary fear, which 
the other so much needs ; — needs now, needs to-day, needs at this very 
moment; — needs as much as the fainting man needs a cordial, or a 
suffocating man air, or a drowning man a life-preserver ? Why is not 
the anodyne, or the restorative, or the support, given ? Skillful phy- 
sician and desperate patient are close together. Why, then, at this 
most critical juncture, does not the living rescue the dying ? Because 
a **/ncwcf," a pretended ** friend," holds it as a Point of Honor that, 
when his friend is sick, — sick with a soul-disease, now curable, but in 
danger of soon becoming incurable, — he ought to cover up his malady, 
and keep the ethical healer blind and far away I When Cain said, 
" Am I my brother's keeper?" it was a confession of his own crime. 
But even that crime, great as it was, fell short of encouraging Abel to 
do wrong, and then protecting the criminal that he might repeat his 
crime. 

"Where we disavow 
Being keeper to oar brother, we're hit Cain.'' 
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Such is the whole philosophy of that miserable and wicked doctrine, 
that it is a point of honor not to ** report," — though from the most 
humane and christian motives, — the misconduct of a fellow-student to 
the Faculty that has legitimate jurisdiction over the case and is bound 
by every obligation, of affection, of honor, and of religion, to exercise 
that jurisdiction, with a single eye to the good of the offender and of 
the community over which it presides. It is a foul doctrine. It is a 
doctrine which every parent ought to denounce wherever he hears it 
advanced, — at his table, his fire-side, or in public. It is a doctrine 
which every community of students ought, for their own peace, safety 
and moral progress, to abolish. It is a doctrine which every College 
Faculty ought to banish from its halls ; — first by extracting it from its 
possessor, and expelling it alone ; or if that severance be impossible, 
by expelling the possessor with it. 

The practicability of carrying out the views above presented, is not 
an untried experiment. In an Institution with which one of your 
Committee is officially connected, (Antioch College,) the doctrines 
above set forth were announced at its opening, and have now been 
practiced upon for a period of more than three years. And they have 
been attended with the happiest results. Such a degree of order, of 
regularity, and of exemplariness of conduct has been secured, that, for 
more than fourteen months last past, and with between three and four 
hundred students in attendance, not a single serious case for discipline 
has occurred. 

In some respects, the experiment here referred to has been tried 
under more than an average of favoring circumstances; in other 
respects, under less. The Institution was new. There was no tradi- 
tionary sentiment, in regard to the so-called Code of Honor, to break 
down. In that organism, the distemper was not chronic. And further, 
a large portion of its early members were of mature age, — persons who 
came to College instead of being sent there, — whose head and hands 
were alike unsullied by idea or implement of rowdyism, and who 
looked with a high-minded disdain upon all those brainless exploits 
which cluster under the name of College *' Pranks'^ or ** Tricks,'^ or 
** Practiced Jokes. *^ We call them brainless ^ because there has 
scarcely been a new one for centuries,— the professors in these arta 
being compelled to imitate, because they have too little genius to in- 
vent. Indeed, their best palliation is that they are too witless to know 
better ; or that they suffer under the misfortune of having silly fathers 
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a«d silly mothers, who have permitted their minds to remain in that 
Stmia stage of development throngh which they were passing op to- 
wards manhood ; for, at this stage, ^uadrumana and htmana will act 
alike. 

Another point, in which the College referred to has enjoyed a great 
advantage, in regard to the motive-power actuating its students, has 
heen the presence of both sexes. Each sex has exercised a salutary 
influence upon the other. Intellectually, they have stimulated ; mor- 
ally, they have restrained, one another ; and it is the opinion of those 
who have administered the Institution, that no other influence could, in 
BO short a time, have produced so beneficial an effect. To this, perhaps 
it should also be added, that this College discards all artificial systems 
of emulation, by Prizes, Parts, or Honors, as they are called ; so that 
one of the most powerful temptations, to degrade the standing of a 
fellow-student in the hope of advancing one's own, is removed. 

But, on the other hand, it is obvious that an attempt by a single 
College, to revolutionize a public sentiment, so wide-spread, so deep- 
seated, and so fortified by wicked purposes acting under the disguises 
of honor and magnanimity, must be an arduous and a perilous enter- 
prise. So true is this, that a hundred individual attempts successively 
made, though followed by a hundred discomfitures, would supply no 
argument against the triumphant success of a combined and simultane- 
ous assault, by all our literary institutions, upon the fla^tious doctrines 
of the ** Code of Honor." For, while the virus of the code exists in 
other seminaries, and in the public mind generally, every new student 
must be placed, as it were, tn quarantine : and even this would afford 
no adequate security that he would not introduce the contagion. It is 
only when moral health prevails in the places from which he comes, 
that we can be sure of maintaining it in the place he enters. 

In the experiment here spoken of, the general doctrines set forth in 
the Resolutions, though announced and vindicated on all proper occar 
sions, were not incorporated into the College statutes, nor were they 
presented to new students for signature or pledge. But when any 
student fell under censure, he was then required, under penalty of 
dismission, to yield an affirmative acquiesoenoe to the soundness of 
these doctrines, and to make an express promise to abide by them. 
Only a single case of contumacy under this requirement, has occurred 
for more than three years ; and, so far as known, not a case of non- 
fulfillment of the promise. Indeed, bat few cases are l^t for the 
promise to act upon. 
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Iq eonolosion, tbe Committee would express a confident opinion that 
the proposed revolution in public sentiment is entirely practicable. 
The evil to be abolished is an enormous one. The reform would be 
not only relatively but positively beneficent. The precedent already 
established, if it does not enforce conviction, at least affords encourage- 
ment. The Committee, therefore, recommend the doctrines, set forth 
in the above Resolutions, to the Faculties of all Colleges, — especially 
to those in the State of Ohio whom they more particularly represent, — 
for practical and immediate application. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

HORACE MANN. 



The same Convention, at the same meeting, also unanimously adopt- 
^ ed the following Resolutions : 

Whereas, vicions and criminal men become more potent for mischief in pro- 
portion to the education they receive; 

And, whereas, if a man will be a malefactor, it is better that he should be 
an ignorant one than a learned one; therefore, 

Besolved^ That it be recommended to all the Colleges in the State of Ohio, 
summarily to dismiss or expel students who, without the permission of their 
respective Teachers, use any kind of intoxicating beverages. 

Besolved^ That it be recommended to all the Colleges in, the State of Ohio, to 
prevent, by the most efficacious means within their power, the kindred, ungen- 
tlemanly and foul-mouthed vices, of uttering profanity and using tobacco. 



< m 



The celebrated original MS. of the Codex Argentems, of Ulfila, 
which is at Upsala, has just been copied on sixty glass plates, by a 
photographic process, by the direction of Dr. Lee, of Berlin. 

This has been so successfully done that erasures have been detected^ 
and where the original has become damaged or rendered less clear by 
time, the meaning discovered in those places almost effaced. 

Standard Bbitish Periodicals. — There is an enterprise in this 
country, under the spirited management of American Publishers, which 
brings to the table of literary men even of limited means, the standard 
Quarterly Reviews and Magazines, representing the Conservative, 
Whig, Free Church, Liberal and Tory sentiments of English writers. 
As organs of the leading men of Great Britain in Science, Literature, 
Morality and Religion, the London Quarterly Review, the North Brit- 
ish Review, the Westminster Review and Blackwood's Edinburgh 
Magazine, stand in the foremost rank. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



THE SCHOOLS OF OHIO IN 1856. 



The report of the Commissioner of Common Schools of Ohio, should 
have been laid before the General Assembly, as was designed, at the 
opening of the present session, but it has been delayed. 

By an act, passed April 8th, 1856, the school year was made to 
close on the last day of August. School officers iifere, by the act, 
required to submit theur annual reports some two months earlier than 
they had been, by the general school law. Beportswere to have been 
made by school clerks to county auditors, by the 1st day of October. 

This new arrangement not having been fully understood and but par- 
tially complied with, county auditors did not complete furnishing their 
reports until near the close of the calendar year. 

Sickness in the family of Mr. Barney, the Commissioner, has delayed 
still farther his report, which promises to be one of marked ability, and 
abounding in statistical information. Haying been permitted to exam- 
ine the manuscripts of much of the forthcoming report, we anticipate 
its separate publication, by submitting some of the observations and 
recommendations of this experienced educator. 

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the Common School sys- 
tem of Ohio, observed and commented upon, at home and abroad, is 
the flexibility of the educational facilities extended to district school 
boards under our laws. 

Mr. Barney states them as follows : 

If the proYisions of the general school law are not satisfactory, ample power 
is given to become organized under the Akron law of 1847, and the act amenda- 
tory thereto of February 1849. 

Again, if the people of any city, town or incorporated Tillage, organized, as to 
schools, under either of the above acts, or under any other act, creating a special 
school district, sec. 66, of the general school act confers upon them the power 
of relinquishing their organization under those special acts, and of having their 
schools conducted and managed in accordance with the provisions of the gen- 
eral act. 

By the provisions contained in sees. 14 and 15, the Board of Education of any 
township in the state, may, if the best interests of education and the wishes of 
the people demand it, unite two or more populous sub-districts into one, and es. 
tablish therein such number of primary schools and* a school of such higher 
grade as the public good and the wants of the people may require, or, the Board 
may establish one high school for the entire township, whenever the qualified 
voters thereof shall so determine, by their votes, at a meeting called for the pur. 
pose, as provided in sec. 21. 



78 OHIO JOURNAL OF BDUOATION. 



As to prolonging schools, in the respective townships, the length of 

time the law requires — and the fitness of officers to execute the duties, 

he says : 

It is to be regretted that, in so many cases, there are not the necessary provis- 
ions for continuing the schools in operation in the respective townships, for the 
length of time which the law reqnires, and which the inhabitants of the snb> 
districts desired. But this neglect is not so much the fault of the law, as that of 
the people, in failing to elect those, who, with intelligence and zeal, would carry 
the law into full and effective operation. The best school law that human wis- 
dom could devise, would require enlightened and earnest school officers to work 
it, otherwise it would not secure its full measure of benefit to the people. No 
law can work or execute itself, or raise up, as by magic, wise and discreet offi- 
cers, where the electors fail to exercise reasonable discretion, or manifest an in- 
telligent interest in the selection of those who are to administer the law. 

The duty of the state in continuing its fostering care to the schools is 
adverted to : 

It is rare to find a city, village, township or even school district in the state in 
in which the doctrine is not earnestly and intelligently advocated ''*' that educa- 
tion is a concern of government ; that government may of right and is in dutp 
bound to support it, and that the property of the state may be justly taxed for 
that support, on account of the protection which that property itself derives 
Arom the dissemination of intelligence through all classes of society." The for- 
mer theory, " that education should be regarded as mainly a personal burden 
which every man should bear for the education of his offspring, or else they 
should be doomed to go out into the world ignorant and degraded," now finds few 
advocates in any section of the state. The great mass of the people now believe, 
that free Common Schools, occupying commodious, well furnished, warmed and 
ventilated houses, supervised by discreet, efficient boards of school officers, and 
instructed by teachers of sound education, mature judgment and large expe- 
rience, should be considered as the peculiar objects of legislative care. 

From their universality, reaching as they do every neighborhood, shedding 
their benign influence upon every family and into every mind, expelling the pri- 
mary causes of crime and erectiog altars to patriotism and virtue, free schools 
ought to be cherished, supported and defended by every man who has property 
to be protected, or who would live in a peaceable neighborhood, or enjoy a quiet 
home. 

The Republican character of our school system is worthy of constant 
remembrance, and Ohio is thus counseled to stand firm : 

The plan of educating the youth of our state at public schools, open and free 
to all, without distinction between the rich and the poor, the high and the low, 
the native and the foreigner, is most in keeping with our republican principles 
and best adapted to promote the perpetuity of the happy form of government un- 
der which it is our good fortune to live. It also furnishes one of the best securities 
to the fortunate wealthy, for the peaceable enjoyment of their possessions, while 
it extends the blessings .of education to thousands who otherwise would be 
doomed to lives of ignorance, perhaps of vice and crime. 

New states are adopting our plan, and old ones, as one by one they are re-con- 
structing their fundamental laws and constitutions, are engrafting the sameprin' 
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ciples upon their institntions. Snrely, then, in this noble enterprise of uniycr- 
sal, free education, Ohio should not retrace her steps, nor disappoint the high 
hopes which she has exeited, by receding from the advanced position which she 
now occupies, in the very van of the great educational movement of the age. 

One can hardly visit a school or converse with a school officer in any of the 
middle or eastern states, without having his ears greeted and his heart cheered 
with such declarations as the following, viz : " Ohio is doing a noble work in 
the matter of free schools." ^* She is outstripping all her sister states in this 
beneficent enterprise." "Her statesmen, her teachers, and her friends of educa- 
tion generally have performed a work which will forever illustrate the pride 
and the glory of her history." " The career of Ohio, in all those elements which 
go to make up the essential wealth, prosperity and greatness of a people, has 
been one of wonderful progress, manifesting the enterprise and public spirit of 
her people and the wisdom of her far-seeing statesmen.'' '' The people of Ohio, 
acting upon the principle that * knowledge is power,' and that knowledge and 
wisdom are ultimately to be the stability of our times, are taking away from us 
our preeminence in this respect, and unless we redouble our diligence, zeal and 

efforts in the great work of educational improvement, we shall soon be obliged 
to say, ' farewell, self-respect ; farewell, the rich rewards of large intelligence and 
well cultivated mind.' The age will pass us by, and we who have led the way, 
who have still the first advantages for success, will be distanced in the race, 
stripped of our crown and deprived of our true glory." 

Several modifications of the present law are suggested. As to the 

*' library and apparatus," he states that the opposition in this state has 

mainly arisen from the following circumstances : 

The annual tax for library and apparatus purposes, producing not quite one 
dime for each youth of school age, has annually supplied to each sub-district so 
small a number of volumes, that the people have of ten regarded them as of little 
consequence, and Boards of Education have not, in some instances, deemed it 
worth their while to organize the libraries, hence the books have not been read. 
The important fact has been too often overlooked, that even so small an annual 
supply of books would, in the course of a few years, with the voluntary contri 
butions which the beginning of a library naturally stimulates and encourages, 
produce a very respectable collection of entertaining and instructive books. 
This objection can be removed by substituting, as they have done in Indiana, 
the township for the tchool district library. 

The advantage of making each township a single school district is 
discoursed upon. Inequalities and evils are referred to as demanding 
remedies, as follows : 

Mr. Barney contends that so long as the property of each inhabitant 
of the township bears the same rate of tax for school purposes, each 
will utter loud and repeated complaints^ if his children do not enjoy 
equal, or nearly equal, educational facilities with those of his fellow 
townsmen. 

It is easy to perceive what an unhappy state of feeling will be the result, if 
some remedy be not speedily applied to the removal of the great inequalities 
which are often found in the length and character of schools in the same town- 
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8hl(~ineqnalitie8 which are seldom, if ever, found in cities and large towns, 
and rarely in those townships which have been made fingle school disiricU. 

Of families residing in the same township and not far apart, one will be suffer- 
ing in its dearest interests from a short school session, or from the unfortunate 
choice of local directors, or from the employment of an incompetent teacher, 
while another will be in the full enjoyment of the very best facilities for educa- 
tion—a long school term, a teacher of high qualifications, and a zealous and 
efficient board of local directors. 

As to local directors : 

The law having allowed township clerks, in case ef refhsal to serve or vacancy 
in the office of local director elected by the people, to make an appointment, 
inasmuch as this gives the clerk oftentimes power to appoint for well nigh 
the full term of three years, who may cause to be made an unsatisfactory ap- 
pointment to fill such vacancy, Mr. Barney suggests that an opportunity might 
be given to the people to fill the same by election ; the derk having authority 
to make appointment until the next anntiaJ election. 

As to regular sessions of the township Boards of Education : 

In consequence of the change in the time of making annual reports, the sec- 
ond regular session of township Boards of Education is recommended to be 
changed from the third Monday of October tathe second Monday of September 
in each year. 

Assessment of taxes in sub-districts, to build school houses : 

As the provisions of the twenty-third section were designed to be only tempo- 
rary, it is proposed that it be repealed. All the youth of a township, like all the 
youth of a city, should be regarded as having a just claim to equal educational 
advantages, and nothing short of an earnest and well directed effort on the part 
of Boards of Education to bring these advantages within the reach of all, ought 
to satisfy the public conscience. 

The important subject of distribution of school moneys raised by 
township tax for the purpose of prolonging schools, is thus treated : 

It is almost the unanimous opinion of township Boards of Education that the 
twenty-fourth section ought to be so amended as to allow them some discretion- 
ary power in distributing the school funds derived from any township tax levied 
for the continuation of schools after the state fund has been exhausted. 

By the last clause of said section, each township board is required to make the 
necessary provisions for continuing the schools in operation in their respective 
townships for at least seven months in each year. 

The experiment of distributing this fund, in a majority of cases, has demon- 
strated that the requisition to distribute the funds raised for prolonging the terms 
of the schools in proportion to the enumeration of the scholars, has defeated 
the very object for which they are raised. 

It has proven impracticable so to district the township, that each sub-district 
shall contain not less than sixty resident scholars, or that the number shall even 
approximate an equality. 

It is recommended that the thirty-third section be so amended as to 
authorize examiners to be appointed by Boards of Education in such 
places as have Union or High Schools. 
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A oompeniatioD of two dollars per day and mileage, is suggesied ai 
reasoDable to be allowed examiners when on duty, they oflen haying 
much travel to and fh>m their places of meeting. 

la conversation with Prof. Monroe, ehairman of the school commit- 
tee of the House, we find that a bill much in consonance with these 
suggestions will be offered and probably passed. A bill of a somewhat 
radical character has been discussed in the Senate, but it is to be hoped 
it will not prevail. 

We give the following summing np of Biiho6l statbtios for the school 
year ending Aug. 31, 1856: 

No of contities reported, 85 

**" townships, • • 1317 

^ sab districts, • ••••• 8983 

** whole sob districts, 8311 

" fractional <10m • •• 079 

** special districts, consisting of cities, towns and incorpo* 

rated villages of 300 or m ore inhabitants, • ••.••••• 250 

Number of white and colored poulh between the ages ef five and twenty-one years^ to- 

giding within the organized townships of the state^ in October , 1855 : 

White 810,U4 

Colored, 10,510 

Total, 820,624 

Total nnmber of white and colored joath, as enamerate4 in 
October, 1856, ffi6,68Q 

STo. of Common Schools, 11,07^ 

" High Schools 97 

^ German or German -English Schools, 5^ 

*' Schools for colored yooth • 88 

Total, -... 1L819 

Number of youth enrolled in schools during the year, as reported : 

Males. Females, Total, 

Common Schools, ••...290,784 254,078 544.86a 

High Schools, 4,225 4,329 8.554 

German or German-English Schools, 1.977 1,625 3,603 

Schools for colored yoath, 2,240 2,057 4,297 

Total, 299;226 262,080 561,315 

Number qf youth in daily tUttndmmee : 

Males, Females. Total, 

Common Schools, 166675 145,686 312.361 

High Schools 3,012 3,183 6.191 

German or German-English Schools, 1.106 837 1.943 

Schools for colored youth, 1.084 1,060 2,144 

Total, 171,877 150,766 322,643 

Average len0h of time schools were kept open : 

Common Schools, • 6 MO monfba 

High Schools, 9 1-5 ** 

German or German -English Schools, 6 1-10 ** 

Schools for colored youth, 5 4-i ** 
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Number o^ teachers employed: 

Males. Females, Toial. 

CJommon Schools, 9,235 8;248 17,483 

High Schools. 102 78 180 

German or German-English Schools, 43 7 50 

Colored, 69 31 100 

Total 9,449 8,3($4 17,813 

Axferage marUhlp wages : 

Males. Females. 

Common Schools, $26.70 $15.63 

High Schools 57.30 30.63 

' German and German-English Schools, 30.83 30 00 

Schools for colored youth, 25.73 20.00 



Amount of expenditure for teachers* wages during the pear : 

Males. Females. Total 

Common Schools $947,860.15 $503,190.36 $1,451,050.51 

HighSchools 56.464.26 22,843.48 79,307.74 

German or German-English do.,... 7.95893 1.794 80 9,753.73 

Schools for colored youth, 10.02895 3,366.31 14,2f»5.26 

Total, $1,023,212.29 $531,194.95 $1,554,407.24 



Amount of taxes levied in townships and special school districts for the following 

purposes: 

Purchasing school house sites, $ 15,015.46 

Building and furnishing school houses, 441.527.23 

Hiring school houses, 8,954.77 

Repairing do., 53,655.77 

Providing fuel, etc., 44,235.69 

Providing book and apparatus cases, » 2.706,78 

Other contingent school expenses, 93,983.19 

Prolonging schools. 394.453.48 

Sustaining High Schools, 12,25986 

Total, • $1,066,762.22 



Jkttal receipts by the various school districts of the state from the following sources : 

State school tax, • $1,113,918.85 

Rents or sales, sec. 16, 124,208.42 

Vir. mil. school fund, 7,10566 

U.S. " " 6,507.^ 

Western Reserve school ftind, 12,113.60 

Taxes assessed for prolonging schools, building, repair- 
ing and ftirnishing school houses, and for other con- 
tingent school expenses, • 441,334.52 

Pedlars and auctioneers' licenses and auction rates, 609.24 

Fines and penalties, 4.303.63 

Exhibicion licenses and miscellaneons sources, 70.298 41 

Unappropriated funds of previous year, 319847,85 

Total, $2,100,863.92 



No. of school houses in the state, • 8144 

Total value of the same, $3,270,691 

School houses erected in the state daring the year, 627 

Total value of the same • • $374,547 
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Llbnurr and apparatus fnnd apportioned* in 1854, $59,903.45 

1855 80,57375 

1856, 83,811.18 



4i U U C( i 



Total, $aiaOfiSdJ38 

Yalneof book8di8tril)ntedinl&54, $ 4a367.42 

" " *' ia55, 102,427.61 

" •* " 1856, 51,430.90 

Total,... • ••... .....$202,225.93 

Yalne of apparatus distributed in 1854, $6347.87 

»» " 1855, 9,555.23 

« «' " 1856, 3,514.67 

Total, 19,417.77 

Total number of volumes distributed in 1854-5-6 332,579 

Total valae of books and apparatus distributed in 1854 5-6, $221,643.60 

Excessive distribution, $5,470.23 

Deficit in distribution, $4,115.01 



*B/ Auditor of State. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS TEACHER— FEB. 1857. 



OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS VIEWED BY A FOREIGifER. 



This article is a translation of a portion of " The Church and the School In 
America/' written by Dr. H. Wlmmer, an educated German teacher, who tra- 
veled in America, and describes the different grades of Schools belonging to our 
system of public instruction. 

He has given an interesting account of the famous Blochmann Gymnasium in 
Dresden, in the pages of the '^Bibliotheca Sacra.'' 

He gives the American youth credit for superior skill in reading, especially 
the reading of poetry. 

The translator states that German school reading books are constructed upon 
a quite different principle from our own. Besides a department for fables, 
poems, and extracts, which resembles ours, they contain a great amount of 
useful information connected with the studies which the children are pursuing, 
as Natural History, Geography, History and Natural Philosoptiy, the "common 
things" of every day life, and the various relations of the society in which the 
child lives, thus furnishing texts for oral examination and instruction. 

The German teacher, in discoursing on spelling in American schools, speaks 
of the want of correspondence between the spoken and written words in the 
English language, and on the great difficulties it consequently presents in regard 
to spelling, says— 

"A scholar may very easily learn to read readily and well, words of which he 
cannot afterwards form any distinct idea. This reproduction is difficult in 
German, where sound and spelling harmonize tolerably well. But these methods 
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could hardly be employed with out great difflcnlty in Englitli, withovt Ihe intro- 
duction of a phonetiic mode of writing, which Mr. Bates introduced into the 

Brimmer school in Boston, where the sounds of the different letters are pro- 
nonnoed simultaneously by the whole class." 

The writing of primary scholars on slates from a copy written on the black- 
board, prepares American youth, in his estimation, for writing a round, free 
hand, while German children learn a regular clerkly hand too formal for ordi- 
nary life. He deprecates the lack of attention to Drawing with us. 

Moral Education. — A correspondent presents this query, "What is il that 
needs to be done, and how is it to be accomplished ?" He asks for the Editor's 
recipe. W. P. Atkinson, the Editor, replies in five pages of *'Remarks." He 
says he has little faith in moral sermons to children— that he detests moral 
twaddle — that weakish staff about good little boys and giris, and naughty boys 
and girls, so much of which is written by well-meaning but weak old ladies of 
both sexes. None see through it sooner than children themselves, and you 
may bedizen the little books that contain it ever so gaudily, their natural instinct 
is sure to reject it. Thank Heaten it is so, and that children at least know 
what is fresh and true from what is hollow and conventional. There is great 
need of good practical methods of training the moral sense of children in such 
a manner as to prepare them to withstand the thousand evil influences which 
surround them in actual life. 

The main reliance suggested is the personal character of the teacher. He 
should bean earnest, upright and honorable man, who loves God and his neigh- 
bor; he should work not only to earn his bread, but to do good; he should be 
the man and citizen, as well as a schoolmaster, and such a man scholars will 
respect and imitate. 

As incidentals, he recommends the reading of the Bible— carefully selecting 
those passages announcing the great fundamental doctrines of morality, chiefly 
from the very words of Jesus, when impressively read. 

Again, Teachers should employ that most valuable of all methods — familiar 
oral instruction — suited to the times and the scholars, earnestly and sincerely 
given. 

As outside pressure may prevent the full moral influence of the Teacher, the 
main responsibility of the morals of the youth of the land must be upon the 
Parents and the Religious Teachers. 

The Scottish Training System— This is defined to be "that system which 
cultivates the whole nature of the child, instead of the mere head— the affections 
and habits as well as the intellect." 

In the Glasgow schools, in which is practiced what is called "gallery training" 
Uie pupils are seated in a sloping gallery, facing the teacher, he standing on 
the level floor, addressing the whole school, and receiving, in most cases, simul- 
taneous answers. 

The lessons are conducted without books. The mode of intellectual commu- 
nication is termed Picturing out in WordSj conducted by a combination of ques- 
tions and ellipses, analogy and familiar illustrations— the use of simple teranff 
by the trainer— within the range of the pupil's acquirements, and answers, by 
which the pupils are naturally trained to observe, perceive, reflect and judge, 
and thus draw the lessons for themselves, and express them to the trainer in 
such terms as they fully understand, being made to perceive by the mental eye, 
as they would real objects by the bodily eye. It exercises the memory of the 
understanding before the memory of words, thus inverting the usual method of 
teaching. This gallery is made use of in every department of their schools, and 
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at every age, for the exercise of the mntual menial sympathrt which is so mighty 
an agent constantly at work for good or fbr eTil-»and may be exercised. 

Training consists in instructing the pupil, and seeing that he does what he 
ought to do, making the schools *^Moral Training Schools." 

—In the Resident Editor's Department, the Automaton Teacher is pitched 
into ; one great defect of the system in vogue being too little self culture and 
training of teachers themselves. Better schools, better scholars, and better men 
would result, in his opinion, if one half of the time usually devoted to giviiig 
instruction was granted to the teacher for his own improvement. 

—Hon. John D. Philbrick, one of the first editors of the MassachoseAs T«ach- 
er, and for three years past Superintendent^of the Public Schools in Consec- 
Ucnt, has been elected Superintendent of the Public Schools in Boston, vice Mr. 
Biahop. 

Education in Uppbb Canada.— We have had access to the Annual Report of 
1855, of the Normal Grammar and Common Schools in Upper Canada, by the 
Chief Superintendent of Education, Rev. Dr. Ryerson, and would be glad to 
receive a copy. 

From it we learn that the expenditure for Education in that Province fbr the 
year proved to be nearly one million one hundred and fifty six thousand dollars. 

211,629 children, between 5 and 16 years of age, attended schools conducted by 
3565 teachers, of whom the greater part, viz : 2.')68, were males, 997 females. 

The Normal School, limited to 430, is always ftill. 

116,762 volumes are furnished to the Free Public Libraries in the town- 
ships of the Province. Dr Ryerson says : ^*It has been my object, in providing 
for the establishment of these libraries, to render accessible to the remotest 
township and school section in Upper Canada the choicest treasures of human 
knowledge." There is an equal amount of library money famished by the Pro- 
vineial Parliament as is imposed by each municipality. 

The libraries are, on all hands, represented as the greatest of blessings. 

*^The townships of Dalhoosie and North Sherbrooke,'' says one Inspector, 
**h»ve good libraries, and their good influence has already been noticed. The 
inhabitants have been more than once complimented by the Judge on the bench 
for their superior intelligence as jurymen." 

"Those townships,'^ says another, "which have availed themselves of the 
liberality of government in procuring libraries, are much benefited by them, 
old as well as yoang^intellectually, and, I believe, morally. For instance, there 
is Sophiasburg, which was so very reluctant to be forced into studious habits, 
is becoming renowned for its exertions in the cause of Education ; and I speak 
flrom experience when I say it is a treat to spend an evening at the family resi- 
dence of those intelligent young persons who have acquired a taste for informa- 
tion through habits of general and extensive reading." 

''The great minority of borrowers," says another, '*are young men and women, 
a circumstance that must tell beneficially on the future prospects of this com- 
munity." *Tlie influence of the library in the neighborhood is good," says 
another, ^*and not only do children, who were in the habit of spending their 
evening hours in idleness before the library was purchased, now devote such 
time to the reading of books taken from it, but the parents will sit and listen to 
them with interest, and draw from the subjects read a theme for conversation 
the next day." 

The progress nttoined in Canada is the work of only ten years, and the master 
has been Dr. ByMrson. 
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ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL. 



MORAL INFLUENCE. 



The first step in any trae reform is a deep conyiction of Its importance and 
necessity. So long as there exists a sentiment, that ** things are good enough 
as they are," progress is impossible. 

The importance which the subject of moral culture has of late assumed, is but 
the sequence of a public sentiment, that our schools are too greatly deficient in 
moral infinence, and that they should be the " strongholds *' of every virtue which 
adorns character and gives worth and security to society. The attempt to make 
the school room a place to " learn to read, write and cipher," merely, receives 

.diminished favor. The fact that mera intellectual training do^ no^ impart to 
the youth of our State a manly bearing, refined manners, respect for superiors 
and the hoary head, a just sense of honor, an abhorrence of vice, and a sacred 
regard for truth, is fast receiving universal acknowledgment The commu- 
nity Justly look to our schools for good behavior, politeness, and the inculcation 
of those principles and rirtnes which are the basis and ornament of our 
institutions. 

To meet this increased demand for a truer and higher culture, educators are 
earnest and persevering. The evidence of success accumulates. The darkness 
recedes and a brighter day dawns. 

The most hopeful evidence of higher and nobler results in the fhture of our 
schools is an intense inquiry among teachers for approved methods of moral 
instruction. It has become one of the gravest questions of our calling. To the 
child's reason and judgment we approach with confidence and hope, but the 
avenues to iu conscience and afi'ections are a labyrinth of doubt and fear. 
Passion, prejudice, home influence, bad habits, evil associatfons^in short, youth- 
ful and parental depravity, obscure and disaipate all certainty of results. Disap- 
pointed and apparently baffled, teachers are asking for new light and new meas- 
ures. The earnestness with which these inquiries are sometimes pressed, seems 
to disclose an impression, that there is yet to be discovered a moral talisman — a 
method certain and infallible. 

. Is there not evidence of a dangerous tendency to over estimate the potency of 
mere methods, er measures, in the moral training of youth ? Do teachers look 

, sufficiently within themsdtjes for sources of moral influence and power ? 

My position is, that all true effbrt to elevate our schools and make them truly 
pnrserics of virtue, must commence with the teachers. The first inquiry should 
be. Has the teacher, in his or her own life, elements of moral influence ? The 
success of a teacher in diffusing a moral atmosphere in the school roomj depends 

. not so much on what he says or does, as what he reaUy is — that the most potent 
instructions and the highest influences of the teacher emanate secretly and rise si- 
lently from the inmost spirit of his being — his read life. This secret power, so 
mighty in influence, so irresistible in its charms, acting unfeltand undesigned, has 
its source back of methods and behind words, flowing freely from the life within. 
The real life of every man constitutes his true power. Indeed, all influence 
springs from a supposed reality. The lofty mountain, v^hose snow-crowned 
erest pierces the blue dome of heaven— the ocean, with its crimsoned waves, roll- 
ing into or issuing from the rising or setting sun, awaken in the mind emetiens 

'yf maitaiy mud sttblimity, because the one ts majestic, the other sublime. 
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How otherwise shall we account for the great difference in the success of 
teachers who use similar methods? Under the influence of one, kindness ^ 
cheerfulness, industry, truth and loye seem to flourish as spontaneous plants. la 
defiance of the other, peevishness, deceit, falsehood, idleness, anarchy lie con- 
cealed under every book and show themselves on every occasion. How is this 
contrast explained 1 Not so much by the measures of the two, as by the men. 

The one /pflnences because he represents the elements of influence ; the other 
fails, because he lacks them. 

From the teacher's desk go out and surround every heart in the benches spirit 
wires, through which the teacher's inner life sends its own vital currents to eto- 
vate or depress— to ennoble or degrade. Through thesa wires flow uncoa- 
sciously his inmost thpqghts and feelings. An advice, counsel or reproof is 
distanced by the infallible bulletin from within. 

Among these telegraphic wires is the temper— the soul's publishing house. 
Another is the human /ace— that open show-board, where the heart hangs out 
all its wares for public inspection. The eye is of itself the open window of tiM 
soul— a camera obscura, which catches all the images and changes within, and 
reflects them upon the canvas of the outer world. 

Another of these telegraphs is the voCce, whose tones, like the ^Eolian lyre's, 
arethevery breathings of the spirit. An aggregation of these forces is repr«' 
sen ted by the manners of the teacher. The connection between the manners of 
a man and his true life is intimate and real. Manner has been defined to be ** a 
compound of form and spirit — spirit acted into form.*^ 

Whatever may be the means by which our true influence is felt and knowB, 
of this we may be assured— that what is in us will out in spite of all our 
shams and coverings — that real character tells, and no hypocrisy can conceal it. 
tf we wish deceit, irritability, anger and their kindred vices to be banished from 
our school rooms, they must first be exorcised fh>m our own hearu. If we 
would make our pupils gentle, kind, truthful and amiable, we must travel the 
way ourselves. Our real infiucnce, increased by proper aids and effectual meth- 
ods, will be our genuine persowil tubstance, ** Not the most eloquent exhorta- 
tions to the erring and disobedient, though they be in the tongues of men, or of 
angels, can move mightily on our scholars' resolutions, till the nameless, un- 
conscious but infallible presence of a consecrated, earnest heart lifts its holjr 
light into qur eyes^ hallows 09r temper, and breathes its pleading benedictioae 
into our tones, and authenticates our bearing with its open seal." 

Portsmouth, Feb., 1857. b. b. w. 



— The Findlay Home Companion thus speaks: — " We understand that it ie 
proposed to unite the southwestern portion of the town with the remainder, an^ 
extend over it the Union School system. This is a needed reform that should 
have been attended to last spring, but the necessary preliminaries were negleol- 
ed at the proper time. It is necessary, in order to give efficiency and harmony 
of action to the Findlay Union School, that its jurisdiction should embrace the 
whole town. It will then present a system complete in all its parts, each depart 
ment playing into the others like the cogs upon a wheel, until they terminate in 
the great 'master- wheel,' the High School. Organized in this manner, it wiU 
become productive of much more good." 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 



CiHcmirATi, Feb. 23d, X857. 
Ms. John D. Oalditbll: 

Dear Sir — In conformity with your request, to contribute something for the 
Journal, I submit an Object Lesson, which, I presume, will be interesting, ioas- 
mach B8 such exercises have been introduced into all of the Cincinnati District 
Hchools. I will, therefore, give a description of the usual manner of conducting 
fhem. The subjects for such exercises are innumerable; hence, for the s^ke of 
illustration, I have selected the subjoined lesson, which was given a few days 
since, by one of the Teachers in the Primary Department of one of our schools. 

The Teacher, after securing the undivided attention of her pupils, writes upon 
the black-board, for example, Domestic Animals. All who can think of the 
name of one, are requested to elevate the right hand. On the first lesson of 
this character being commenced, the class will be covered with confusion and 
astonishment, but when they become acquainted with the kind of answers re- 
quired, all will be eager to answer; hence, in the beginning of every succeeding 
lesson, every hand is very apt to be raised. The Teacher designates one to give 
his answer (which, we will suppose, is doy), when all who were thinking of this 
name, lower the hand, but are privileged to think of another immediately, and 
indicate the same by again elevating the hand. Another being called on, 
answers, cow; another, horse; a different pupil being selected every time, if 
|»6ssible. This process is continued until the names of all the domestic animals, 
with which the class is acquainted, are given ; the Teacher having written the 
•ames in a column, each at the time it was given. The Teacher then writes, 
Mention several of their uses. The names, composing the list obtained as 
<lBscribcd above, are taken in their order and the best answer given for each one, 
ts written opposite to it. Other divisions of the subject are treated in the same 
matiner. When their knowledge on a familiar subject is found to be limited, it 
is thoaght better to defer the completion of the lesson one or more days f fbr 
th^m to gather what information they can), than for the Teacher to complete 
the list. It is generally enough for the class to know that the list is incomplete, 
•nd every facility that they can command will be brought into requisition, to 
enable them to complete it when the lesson is resumed. b. 







DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 


■ 




Dog, 


Ox, 


Sheep, 


Mouse, 


Goat, 


Ot)w, 


Pig. 


Lamb, 


Cat, 


Mule, 


Horse, 


Rabbit, 


Rat, 


Kid, 


Kitten 



ONE OF THEIR MAKT USES. 

pog, to watch the house. Rat, to steal wheat. 

Cow, to supply us with butter. Mouse, to do mischief. 

Horse, to draw loads. Cat, to catch the mouse. 

Ox, to work for us. Kid, to supply us with materials for 

Fig, to supply us with meat. gloves. 

Eabbit, for a pet. Goat, to supply us with cheese. 

Sheep, to supply us with wool. Mule, to bear burdens. 

Lamb, to furoish fine wool. Kitten, top/ay. 
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BOMI or THB ARTIOLBS THBT BAT. 


Dog eats meat, bread, etc. 


3at eats any thing he can get. 


Cow " corn, grass, etc 


Mouse '* 


bread, cheese, etc 


Horse " oats, corn, etc. 


Cat " 


bread, milk, etc. 


Ox '* bran, com, etc. 


Goa* " 


grass, hay* corn, etc 


Pig " barley, bran, com, etc. 


Kid *• 


do do etc. 


Rabbit " bark of trees, cabbage, etc. 


Mule « 


corn, oats, bay, etc 


Sheep " grass, clover, etc. 


Kitten " 


bread, cheese, milk, etc 


Lamb ** do do. 




- 



MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT. 



DIFFICULTIES IN TEACHING MATHEMATICS. 



In no department of education is so much demanded of the teacher a4 in 
mathematics. In the physical or mental sciences, or in the languages, one maj 
'' follow the book," and have tolerable success in imparting instruction. Not so 
in mathematics. And this fact, since fact it is, may be accounted for by con- 
sidering what are the peculiarities of mental character, the essentials to success 
in mathematical pursuits— quick apprehension, plodding patience, intense ap- 
plication, retentive memory, great powers of abstraction, a ready and clear dis- 
cernment of logical sequences, a lively perception and keen appreciation of the 
powers, excellences and beauties of the science. 

To a mental structure of such materials, mathematics presents a rich and 
attractive field for excursions of pleasure, and, so far as the question of educa- 
tion is involved, such a mind needs for its development but little of the adventi* 
tious aid of mathematical study. But the mind deficient, to any considerable 
•xtent, in one or more of the faculties enumerated, will meet with difficulties i^ 
the science of Quantity proportional in a very large ratio to that deficiency or, 
rather, want of development — and it is to the discipline induced, and conse- 
quent growth of intellectual power effected, by battling and conquering these 
very difficulties, that the study of mathematics owes its potency as an educa- 
tional instrument 

Now, of one hundred individuals, no two will find difficulties the same in kind 
and degree, and yet if the teacher aim at complete success, he must see that 
every mind master every point — a task not to be appreciated at sight. In the 
first place, it nrast be known in what direction and to what extent assistance is 
required, and then that assistance must be meted out with a careful hand, too 
much being as worthless as none. I am equally exercised whether my burden 
lies upon the ground or is borne by a friend. The case of every student, then, 
must be understood, and though this is a great deal, yet it is but a modicum of 
the whole. Either you or I may understand the disease, but the surgeon alone 
can apply the scalpel. The sluggishness of this mind is to be enlivened to 
activity, and the elasticity of that is to be schooled to more prolonged and per- 
severing action. If the memory be at fault, the teacher, by some mnemonic art, 
most apply the want until by that art he can develop a greater retentive power. 
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He must enconrage closer. »pp1ic»tiQn. With untiring industry and frequent 
elucidation, he must abstract the idea from the object, hold it up, turn it over, 
examine it in its parts, as a whole, in all its varied relations, until the pupil can 
comprehend it, reason upon it, and, if the term be not too glaring a misnomert 
handle it as the child would a familiar toy. Right here is often found the chief 
obstacle to the pupil's progress- It is here the teacher must throw aside the 
book and substitute his own skill, his own originality ; if that fail him, then is 
his teaching, so far, a failure. 
Again, in many minds, even though tolerably matured in other respects, there 
I CHAv/f ^* ^^^^ ^^ inaptitude for |eachin|^ a chain of sequences from link to link, to the 
\J final conclusion^ that oftentimes the step from a single antecedent to its conse- 
quent, though safe and easy, seems too great a span, and the teacher, with his 
own hands, must bridge the way across, and even then the timid mind must be 
led around by one or more circuitous paths ere it will venture upon the route 
direct. Here, again, is an obstacle, often amounting to an effectual and final 
barrier to farther advance. It is at this point that the teacher's patience pays 
the heaviest tax, and yet at this very point is impatience most to be deprecated. 
It might be well to dwell here, more fully, but as it is the present design to point 
out rather than remove obstructions, one or two more remarks will bring our 
article to a close. 

To bat few minds does the science present attractions. Generally regarded 
with indifference, often with decided aversion, it fails to elicit the interest indis- 
pensable to its successful pursuit Here again is the burden thrown upon the 
teacher. He must conquer prejudice. He must convince of utility. He must 
frequently apply, copiously illustrate, clearly exemplify, ably defend, and so 
bring out in bold relief, the ideal beauty, power and extent of the science, as it 
can only be done by the faithful, earnest, able educator. 



Doubtless the former correspondents and readers of the Mathematical Depart- 
ment will " hail with gladness " its reappearance in the Journal. And may we 
not hope that still others, in view of a promise we are about to make, will turn 
iheir attention a little more closely to its pages ? We have endeavored above, in 
a few words, to point out some of the difilculties of the practical teacher of 
mathematics. Hints, from time to time, setting forth the best and easiest 
methods of removing or overcoming those difficulties cannot fail to be of great 
utility and general interest. Such hints we promise to offer, relying upon the 
friends of this department to make good our pledge. Come up, then, to the 
work, and let us have the benefit of your experience. 

But in the meantime, do not give up the problems. Continue them by all 
means. None are published in this issue because none have been furnished, 
and the Editor prefers that correspondents should choose for themselves what 
questions they would have solved. Solutions will, as heretofore, appear in the 
second number after that in which the problems are published. Remember, to 
be mathematical, is to be accurate, clear, brief. 

*iff* Address of £ditor of Mathematical Department, W. H. Youmg, Athens, O. 



, — The Western News Boy, published at Malta, Morgan Co., has an interesting 
historical notice of schools in olden time in that county, and compares them 
with their improved condition now. The Institutes are well attended ; Teachers 
sn weJJjMid, «iid liberally support the "Journal." 
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ae INTROPUKSQN OV FONETIK SPELOT. 

SEi^r egzists wan real and yeri serins impediment in de wa or a 
• spedi introdakjon ov a fonetik sistem or ertografi, hwig haz bin jenenJi 
oyerlukt ; it konsints in de gnit and preyalif) ignorans ov de s^ens ot f o- 
noloji, de natyiir ov spe^ svndz, d%r vai^etiz, di^r analisis, and d^r sintesis. 
It iz T^r tuL met wid a siggl elementari work hwig kontanz evn a tolerabli 
korekt akvnt ov dis important snbjekt^ and evn skolorz and profest tegers 
OT pronunsi&Jon and elokqjon c^r jenerali yen ignorant ov de later. Na, 
mor, de veri tegerz and b^st investigatorz ot de subjekt qr at varians. Let 
eni won pent>z de wnrks ov de gmtest otoriti we pozes, doz ov Aman, 
Jokanez Muler, Wilis, Hwetston, Lepsius, Maks. Muler, Latam, ets., and 
he wll se diferensez on fundamental pants hwig qr irekonsilabl. If he turn 
tia wurks ov mjnor pretens, az Bel, Smcvrt^ Woker, Wuster, and de ni^- 
meros wurks on elokqjon, he wil f^nd konfi^jon arizi|) pc^rtli from igno- 
rans, and p<irtli from a pq^Jal vq, ov de subjekt Hw^l in komon gramourz, 
and in de komon tretizez ov trarelerz, and pron^nsi^) vokabyiilariz and 
dikjonariz, he wil fjnd dat wan person haz kopid from anuder widvt un- 
derstandii) him, til wurdz qr repeted and sens iz entjrli lost. 

Nv it iz absoli^tli nesesdri dat dis kunfi^gon Jud, tu a s^rten ekstent, be 
rema>yd,— dat spekerz ov de IggliJ la^gwaj at Iqij, hwi^rever livig, ma be 
taroli akwanted wid an aproksimatli akyi),rat fonetik analisis ov d^r lag- 
gwaj and familyar wid its yi^ befor we kan hop tu f^nd dem sufijentli 
prep^rd ta aksept fonetik spelig, not merli az a sientifik instra>ment, but 
az a praktikul wurkig ta>L And S hv iz dis rezult, £s nesesari prelimina- 
ri, tu be gand. B^ introdi^l) a fonetik alfabet and de proper instrukjonz 
in jy\z\iQ it, intu even sk(Dl, so dat de yuijgest gildren Jud bekum 7q,zd 
tu «naljz wurdz intu di^r elementari svndz, and tu kombin d^r elementa- 
ri svndz intu wurdz, and dus obtan a praktikal nolej and feli^) ov de fo- 
netik konstj'ti)Jon ov vr laggwaj. But S b^ hwot menz kan we efekt dis. 
Bi de veri sam menz b^ hwig we propoz tu overkum de kons^rvativ ob- 
jekjon ai^zi^) frOm de egzistens ov a previus unfonetik ertografi — ^b^ mak- 
jg fonetik redi^) an introdukjon tu romanik, on de grvnd dat it iz prakti- 
kali de best metod ov akw^rig fasiliti in erdinari redig. In dis respekt, 
den, elso, a redig reform iz a nesesari antesedent tu a spelig reform. Tu 
kari it vt properli rekw^rz, f^rst, de produkjon ov a number ov buks in 
fonetik spelig ; and, sekondli, de jv(i ov suq buks in skcolz and elshwf^r 
for akw^ri^ a nolej ov gud spekiij and ov romanik redii). Sez eforts 
wil be advanst, ov kors, bj periodikal publikajonz in a fonetik karakter, 
suQ az de *Tip ov de Timz,' and 'Fonetik Jumal,' tu Jo its a^dikabiliti tu 
eyeri purpus for hwig de erdinari spelip iz yi^zd, and tu men! purpusez 
fer hwig erdinari romanik spelig haz pra>yd ent^rli inefijent 
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ONE BY ONE (From Household Wards,) 



One by one the sands are flowing 

One bjr one tbe moments fall; 
Borne are coming, some are going, 

Do not strive to grasp them all. 
One by one thy duties wait thee, 

Let thy whole strength go to each; 
Let no fuiure dreams elate thee, 

Learn thou first what these can teach. 

One by one, (bright gifts of heaven,) 

Joys are sent thee here below; 
Take them readily when given, 

Ready too to let them go. 
One by one thy griefi shall me«t thee, 

Do not fear an armed band ; 
One will fade as others greet thee 

Shadows passing through the land. 

Po not look at life's long sorrow. 

See how small each moment's pain; 
God will keep thee for to morrow, 

Every day begin again. 
Every hour that fleets so slowly, 

Has its task to do or bear; 
Luminous the crown and holy, 

If thou set each gem with care. 

Do not linger with regretting, 

Or for pending hours despond! 
Nor this daily toii forgetting, 

Look too eagerly beyond! 
Hoars are golden links, God's tokens 

Reaching heaven ; but one by one. 
Take them, lest the chain be broken 

Ere tbe pilgrimage be done. 



The Dayton Journal publishes the following letter from a school maite^ In 
Shelby Co., O., to his pupils, who had '' barred " him out : 

•• Januabt, Irst, '57. 

Belovid students as you have shut me oute there are thre things you may 
^oncider while I retire for a f^w moments : namely first what authority have yon 
fov 4o2(ing the door in my face ; 2ond doe }ou think you can be gustified in tke 
%ci \ 3rd doe you act on a principle of Honor, when you concider These I will 
return when you can either let me in or By keeping the door shut allow Me to 
spend the day in visiting my friends. R. O. 

Tl^ bpys concloded to let him visit his friends. 
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



Twenty- Seventh Annual Report of the Trugtees and Visitors of iks 
Common Schools of the Gity of CHncinncUi, for the School T6ar 
ending June 30, 1856. 

The Report of the President of the Cincinnati School Board and of the Snper- 
intendent and Clerk of the Cincinnati Public Schools, has been submitted tothd 
citizens of that metropolis, to the prominent educators of the State, to the mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, and to the leading men in Europe. 

Its pages contain facts and figures, and ample elucidation of the practical 
workings, on a large scale, of that tducational system which so admirably dis- 
tinguishes the State, of which Cincinnati is the commercial, educational capital. 
The results are those to have been expected from the historic devotion of that 
people to the cause of popular education ; from the liberal support at all times 
unhesitatingly rendered by the tax*paycrs of that city; from the systematic and 
common-sense plans of their Board of Education ; from the generous devoted- 
ness and skillful direction of its President ; from the well known abilities of the 
trained and faithful Teachers; and from the earnestness and whole-heartedness 
of Superintendent Ricko£f. We regret that we cannot, in this number, give 
our readers abstracts from its pages. 

*• The Eaglet.'' 

This is a spirited little paper, edited by the members of the " Scroll " and 
" Repartee " Associations of the Zanesville High School. The first number was 
issued on the first of January, and already we have noticed excellent articles 
copied from it in the papers of the State. 

The following article we judge to have been written by Mr. A. Samson, the 
able Superintendent of the Zanesville schools 1 

'*TI8IT THB SCHOOLS. 

'' An opinion seems to prevail among many of our citizens, that frequent 
Tisits to the schools are a source of interruplton to the exercises, and hence, not 
desirable. Such an opinion is entirely erroneous. There is no interruption, for 
no change is made in the exercises of the school on account of the presence of 
Tisitors. The recitation and other exercises of the school are conducted in 
the same manner, whether any one be present to witness them or not. 

'^ Frequent visits from parents and friends of schools are a source of great 
benefit ; every call from such, even though it be but for a few moments, is a 
positive advantage to both teachers and scholars. It stimulates and encour- 
ages both. The interest manifested by another increases their own interest in 
tlieir worl^ 

*•* Visitors are gladly welcomed on examination days, but none the less so at 
other times. A much better knowledge of the actual progress of the scholars, 
and of the character of the school, can be obtained on other than examination 
dajrs, as then the scholars are necessarily embarrassed, and everything is done 
under a kind of excitement. 

**If parents are interested as they should be in knowing the influences under 
which their children are in a great measure forming their characters, should we 
not expect to see them often in the school room, informing themselves, and 
adding the influence of their presence to encourage their children in the im- 
prorement of time and opportunity so important to them ? If you would as- 
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8are your child of your deep interest in his daily occapation—- if yon would 
awaken in him a greater earnestness in his preparation for life-^if you regard 
his progress in school as worthy of any effort on your part, go to the school and 
encourage him in his daily efforts. 

**If you would gain power to assist the teacher in imparting to your children 
proper training, and in aiding them in the formation of a character for life, then 
yisit the schools. The interests of your own children and the future welfare pf 
our city, certainly, are worth the expenditure of a little time in this way. Come, 
then, to the schools — come often, assured that you will always he welcomed, 
and that the time you spend in witnessing the exercises will be, if not a source 
of pleasure to yourselves, at least a benefit to your children. 

Religious TVuths lUustraied from 6'cience, in Addresses and Ser' 
mans on Special Occasions. By Edward Hitchcock^ D.D, LL,D,^ 
late President of Amherst College , and now Professor of Natural 
Theology and Geology. Boston: Phillips, Sampson S^ Go, 1857. 
For sale by J. H. Riley, Columbus, O. 

To state the subjects and announce the author, is sufficient to attract the 
learned world to this publication of Addresses and Lectures, delivered to various 
associations and in various cities. He has treated on eleven topics, viz : 

The Highest Uses of Learning; The relations and mutual duties between the 
Philosopher and the Theologian ; Special Divine Interposition in Nature ; The 
Wonders of Science compared with the Wonders of Romance ; The Religions 
Beamings of Man^s Creation; The Catalystic Power of the Gospel ; The Attrac- 
tions of Heaven and Earth; Mineralogical Illustrations of Character; The 
Inseparable Trio ; A Chapter in the Book of Providence ; The Waste of Mind. 

** Neighbor Jackwood^^ 

Has been handed us by the sanre capital bookseller of the Capital City. The 
women of our household, to whom It was submitted, report that the book is an 
interesting one. A '* neighbor,^' who seldom reads fiction, gave some protracted 
hours to the perusal of " Jackwood.'' 

New York Teacher, Albany, February, 1857. 

An interesting number, full of local matters of New York and New Jersey. 

It appears from the report of Superintendent of Schools in New York, that 
non attendance is the crying evil in that state. He regards that the time has 
not come there, to resort to compulsory legislation, as the cities, except Roch- 
ester, have failed to enforce the law of 1853, under which the corporate author- 
ities are required to provide industrial schools for children haunting the streets, 
without lawful occupation, in case their parents or guardians fail to secure their 
attendance at school. 

In Boston they have a genteel, fatherly, politic policeman moving about the 
streets during school hours, observing truant and vagrant children. Such as 
are without parents, guardians or homes, and those who are habitual beggars, 
are placed in the custody of the proper authorities, and provision is made for 
their instruction. Unfortunately, in the larger towns and cities of Ohio, this 
class is not waited upon by such gentle officials. When arrested it is for crime, 
and then they are made worse instead of better. They graduate at the expense 
of the state— going out into society proficients in crime. We hail with delight 
the prospect of reformatory schools of Ohio, on the right plan — cheap and ef- 
fectual. But every good citizen should make it a habit to speak kindly to boys 
in the streets during school hours, who evidently are truants and vagrants, and 
lead them by device, if by no other way, to homes and school rooms. 



OHIO JOUEHAL OF KDUCATIOKJ 96 

The Indiana School Journal, January , 1857. 

The State Teachers* Association of Indiana met at Indianapolis, la., Dec. 29, 
1856. John B. Dillon, State Librarian, made an interesting report, being a his- 
tory of Common Schools in Indiana. The next meeting will be held at Bieh- 
mond, Aog. 11, 1857. 

** Type of the Times.'' 

That indefatigable f^atemitj of Longley, Freres, of Cincinnati, are themselyes, 
in good old English characters, not Phonetic only, Types of the Times, as orig- 
inal, indnstrioas, to-the-pnrpose laboring men. They publish all kind of book* 
and do all kind of printing, bat their great thought is expressed in characters 
that the writer hereof can*t read ; bat the Phonographic, short-hand writing 
portion of their reform is, beyond all donbt, an important element which should 
enter into the education of those who want to be apt in writing or taking notes, 
as professional men. 

A semi-monthly of the above title, a Jonnial of the Phonetic Writing and 
Spelling Reform, is published by this family of Printer brothers. 



—The following report of a recent examination of an applicant to the Board 
of Examiners of Clermont Co., for a certificate of his qualification to teach a 
Common School, has been published by Mr. J. K.Parker, their clerk: 

" Q. — What is a syllable ? A. — The assemblage of words forming a complete 
sentence. Q.— What is a radical or primitive word ? A. — Radical means ta 
saffer and primitive means unlimited. Q. — Which is of greater value, a proper 
or an improper fraction ? A.— One or more than one. Q.— How may fractions 
be added ? A. — By adding their numerator or multiplying their denominator. 
Q. — What is the difference between involution and evolution? A.— One is 
raising the power and the other is lowering it. Q. — What is the difference be- 
tween ratio and proportion ? A. — They are equal to one another. Q.— By whaf 
means would you secure punctuality ? A. — By directing them to the past. Q. 
— What motives induce yon to teach ? A. — Inclemency of the weather.' 



f» 



— We have a note from a correspondent who styles himself a superannuated 
teacher, not from age, bat fh>m disease. He has been confined to his bed for 
five years, and says '* he can never be any better.'* He has a heart, however, 
enlisted in the active labors of educational men in the state of Ohio. He writes: 
^' I am in hopes that our postmaster. Dr. Pangburn, will make up a large list for 
the Journal, for we have directed him to obtain as many names at fifty cents as 
he can, and I will pay the other half.'* Be comforted, Bro. Bissell, with the 
assurance that the announcement of your desire to do something for the diffu- 
sion X)f educational information, though you are bed-ridden, will encourage many 
teachers now listless, on reading your proposition, to awake to effort, and be 
shamed from their indifference. May the friends of education in Middleport 
see that the sick room of our corespondent is gladdened by their encouraging 
visits. 

What a thought 1 A live teacher confined five years to a sick bed, and no 
hope to be raised therefrom ! An eagle in a cage 1 Who will do an extra work, 
one earnest laborer in the field of progress being stricken down, to make up for 
the loss of a valiant soldier from the ranks ? 
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EDUCATIONAL ITEMS. 

OHIO. 

IhtANKFORT, Ross Co— Th6 Unfon School ber« U under the superintend- 
ence of E. Adamson, assisted by Mrs. S. L. Adamson and Misses R. B. Wiley 
ftnd L. Danlap. A very commendable and increasing interest is manifested tj 
the citizens. The entire school population, according to the census of 1856, is 
305, Of these, 175, or a little over 85 per cent, have been enrolled in the school 
since the 15th of last September. The average attendance for the last month 
was 157, or 77 per cent of the school population, and 87 per cent, of the number 
enrolled. The Superintendent says he would like to compare notes with other 
places on such points, and thereby stir each other up to an emulation in regard 
to general and punctual attendance. The present number enrolled is 183. Sev- 
eral of these are non-resident pupils. 

Report of the Board of Ki>170ation of Clbvicland— 1855-6.— This is a 
creditable pamphlet of 90 pages, neatly printed, illustrated with views of severfti 
school houses in that prosperous (Lake and) Forest City. 

Charles Bradbum succeeds Mr. Geo. Willey as President of the Board, and 
Andrew Freese continues Superintendent of Instruction. 

The vacation of the schools will extend from July 10th to September 15th. 

There are 61 schools under the direction of this Board. Central High School, 
1 ; Branch High School, 1; Grammar Schools, 8; Intermediate 20 ; Primary, 
31. Teachers, 71; average numt>er of pupils belonging, 3790; average daily 
attendance, 3311. •^ 

Mr. £. £■ White, recently in charge of the Central High School, now Superin- 
tendent of the Public Schools at Portsmouth, is spoken of as an experienced 
dducator, whose labors with them have been arduous, and that eminent praise 
is due him for organizing and remodeling the school. 

The report of a capable and faithful Superintendent of Schools is always a 
document worth more than the speculative theories of editors and preachers, 
and in that of Mr. Freese we find some rare "nuggets." 

We advert to the caption of " attendance " with more than pleasure. If, as he 
states, good teachers will always secure regular attendance, by having thoroughly 
taught and well conducted schools, the teachers of Cleveland are near about 
No. 1. 

We had marked several passages for our columns, but limited space forbids. 

— On the 6th of March the Toledo High School "commencement" takes 
place. How pleasant to use that word in connection with this other phrase, 
*' The People's Colleges! " 

— The Teachers' Institute of Athens Co., commencing on the 31st of March 
and continuing three days, will be held at Albany, Athens Co. 

—By defalcation of a County Treasui-er, the Public Schools of Dayton were, 
recently, on the point of being dismissed, eleven weeks before the close of the 
session ; but the School Board determined to devote sufficient for their support 
from the building fund. 

— A pupil of the High School of Cleveland, named Gardener, made the accnr- 
rate drawing from which the lithograph of the High School was printed, the 
impress of which appeared in the school report. Encourage drawing in our 
iChools 1 
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— A teachers* meeting for the coanties of Fayette, Hifrhlund and Ross, was 
held at Greenfield, on the 6th and 7th of February. An excellent address was 
delivered by Rev. Mr. Ritchie, on the question—" What ought our Common 
Schools to be V* and an interesting essay was read by T. H. HtjrdmHn, Superin- 
tendent of the Greenfield Union School, on the " Rewards of the Teacher." 

An Association was organized by the name of the " Union Educational Asso- 
ciation of Fayette, Highland and Ross counties/' with the following officers for 
the ensning year : President, £. Adamson, Frankfort, Ross Co.; Vice Presidents, 
T. H. Herdman, Greenfield, Highland Co.; D. C. Eastman, Bloomingbnrg, 
Fayette Co ; and W. Chamberlain, of Ross Co.; Secretary, (ex officio Treai- 
urer,) J. D. Trevett, Chillicothe, Ross Co. 

The next meeting of the Association will be held at Frankfort, Ross Co., on 
Friday and Saturday, the 1st and 2d of May. An address will be delivered on 
Friday evening, by T. H. Herdman, and appointments have been made for 
essays and other interesting exercises. 

^Teachers^ Advocate, Dayton, Feb. 57. Bro. EUinwood gives us a spirited paper. 
It contains a view of the Union school house at Troy, Miami Co. We hope to 
Tisit soon the Trojan heroes. He thus announces recent changes in the Cincin- 
nati schools : 

''Mr. H. Edwards, formerly Principal of the first District, has been appointed 
Principal of the third Intermediate School. Mr. J. B. Trevor, late assistant in 
the first Intermediate School, has been appointed Priuv^ipal of the thirteenth 
District. Mr. A. Page, who has been for some time past first Assistant in the 
foarth Intermediate has accepted the situation of Principal of the tenth District, 
and W. F. Forbes has been promoted to the place of first Assistant, in the fourth 
Intermediate. 

" We think the Cincinnati Board are acting in a prudent and sensible manner 
in thus promoting teachers who have been tried and proved successful in their 
city schools, in preference to filling the situations with strangers, however well 
recommended such persons may come." 

We may add that Mr. Mason D. Parker, late Principal of the tenth District, 
one of the most promising young teachers in Ohio, has taken charge, as Prin- 
cipal, of the sixth District school in the new building on Elm street, and Mr. 
Hatthew Whilldin, a graduate of the Philadelphia High School, has been raised 
from the post of Assistant, temporally to the charge, as Principal, of the 1st 
District schooL 

— A course of popular lectures is being delivered at Norwalk, under the di- 
rection of the High School. 

—270 scholars are reported as enrolled in the Union Schools, Jackson C. H., 
Jackson Co., in this state. 

— Alphonso E. Wolcott, foHnerly of Granville, a teacher at Coal Grove, Law- 
rence Co., died on the 10th of January. 

—The Bucyrus newspapers contain the address of Mr. John Hopley, Superin- 
tendent of the Union Schools, on Music ; the occasion being a concert given by 
the juvenile class. 

Mr. Hopley is librarian of the Union School Library, open to the public on 
Saturday afternoon. 

— There are now 40 pupils at Willoughby University, at Tawawa Springs, 
new Xenia, O., the eeat of the new College for colored people. 
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RiCBMOim, InmAiri, TJinois Scboou. — ^We have receired from Mr. J. Hnrtj, Suporintendent, 
his report to the Board of Education for the month ending 16th January, 1857. 

Number of ocholarfl <>ntitled to public funds, 1454 ; teachers employed, 14 ; pupils enrolled, 
860 ; in High Schools, 150 ; in Grammar School"*, 201 ; in Fecondary ^cho<•l8, 287 ; in Primary 
8chooL4, 217 ; daily average in High School, 139 ; in Grammar Schools, 177 ; in Secondary 
SchoolH, 203 ; in Primary, 184 ; in all the Schools, 703 ; cases of tardinej^s in High School, 20 ; 
absence in High Schools, 41 ; in Grammar Schools, 30 ; in Secondary Schools, 22 ; in Primary 
Schools, 80 ; in all from sickness, 40 ; number of pupils engaged in quarreling, ; cases de- 
tected in falsehood, 2 ; in profane language, 2 ; number of corporal punishments inflicted, ; 
number of visita from the city, 240 ; from the country, 11 ; from the Board, 1. 

The Richmond Public School, from failure of fnnds, closes shortly. Ihe Superintendoit 
takes the field as " stump agent " of the Indiana Teachers' Association about the 15th of 
this month. 



— ^The District of Columbia is aspiring to bare ample resources for educational 
purposes. A proposition is now before the U. S. Congress to appropriate 
50,000 acres of Congress land for the support of Free Schools in that District. 



—At Findlay, Hancock Co., the evil of tardiness and vagrancy is engaging 
public attention. The clerk of the School Board addresses the public through 
the **Home Companion/* asking for reform. The editor, who has been a 
teacher, in alluding tothe evil, says : 

" The only practical remedy for this truancy at school, unless the parents take 
the matter in hand, is to expel every scholar who persists in it, and deny them 
the privileges of the school, until they show evidences of reformation. This 
may appear a hard rule, but truants will learn by no other. Tardiness, also, 
wh ch is much complained of, can only be cured by excluding the offender from 
school, for the day on which he is tardy, unless he presents a written excuse 
fh>m one of his parents. This is our experience, and, we believe, the experience 
of nearly every teacher in the state." 



— Rev. Anson Smyth, late editor of the Journal, now State School Commis* 
sioner, Columbus, has indorsed the circular heretofore issued by Mr. H. H. 
Barney, as follows : 

** The great number of questions arising under the present School Law, and 
the importance of having a thorough understanding, by its officers, of the pro- 
visions of the law, and a uniform policy pursued in all the counties, in its ad- 
ministration, have imposed the necessity of having some medium of communi- 
cation with those officers, and the Commissioner has gladly availed himself of 
the Ohio Journal of Education for this purpose. 

" AH my official decisions and opinions have been, and will continue to be 
published in the Journal ; and it is my opinion that County Auditors will be 
justified in subscribing for a copy for their own use, and one (or more) for the 
Board of School Examiners; and that township Boards may order it for the 
township clerk, and the clerk of each sub-district, and include the cost of the 
same in their annual estimate of money to be raised in accordance with the 22d 
section of the School Law. 

•'The copies so taken, should, of course, be kept on file in their respective 
officen, and bo transmitted to their successors in office.'* 

Bdltorii throughout the state, by publishing the above, will confer a favor to 
school officers, and greatly abridge the official correspondence of the Com* 
mlfilontr. Tht cost of tht Journal is 91 per annum. 
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THE SCHOOL LAW IN THE HOUSE. 



The bill introdaced by Mr. Monroe, Chairman of the Committee on Schools, to 
amend the School Law, has been considered in Committee of the Whole in the 
Hoase. Mr. Hame, of Marion, proposed several amendments, materially chang- 
ing some features of the law. His propositions contemplated the establishment 
of County Boards, for a more equitable distribution of the school ftind among 
townships and districts. Mr. H. supported his amendments at considerable 
length, and was replied to by Mr. Monroe. The amendments were rejected in 
committee by a decided rote. 

Mr. Littler, of Clark, offered amendments to repeal the Library provision of 
the present School Law, which he supported at length, taking the ground that 
the Library feature has, in the main, proved a failure, and is a tax without suf- 
ficient compensating benefits. He charged mismanagement of the library fund 
by the former School Commissioner, and claimed that the people demand that 
this feature of the system be abolished. Mr. L. sa^d he was not opposed to the 
School system as a whole—he was proud of it— but only to that portion under 
which abuses and frauds had been practised. 

Mr. Watson, of Cuyahoga, defended the School Library system, and referred 
to the warfare waged on the system in the early history of Public Schools in 
New York. The system had been maintained, and had conquered all opposition. 
He had often visited the schools of Western New York, and found them gener- 
ally with some $100 to $500 worth of apparatus, for illustrating the branches 
pupils were rapidly acquiring. Mr. W. considered the Library an indispensable 
anxiliary to the Common School system of Ohio, one which the people would 
not consent should be abandoned. 

Mr. Monroe, of Lorain, regretted that attempts had been made to load down 
the bill with amendments. Let gentlemen who favor striking out the Library, 
make the proposition a difitlnct measure. That is the proper way to reach the 
subject. If the proposed amendment prevailed, be should feel compelled to 
Tote against the biU. 

The Library principle, Mr. M. said, all admit to be right, but the main objec- 
tion is to the manner in which the system has been administered. This is an 
extraordinary reason to urge for abolishing the system. To amend and improve 
would be more statesman-like, and the object of the School Committee in pre- 
paring the bill had been to perfect the law. 

It is probable that there has been just cause of complaint in the feature of the 
law giving one man the entire control and selection of the School Libraries, and 
this bill remedies the defect by dividing the responsibility among a Board to be 
constituted of the best men in the State. 

Some nineteen States have successfully adopted the School Library system, 
which did not originate with mere schoolmasters, but with such statesmen as 
De Witt Clinton and others, whose names are to be mentioned with reverence 
In these degenerate days. 

The amendment was disagreed to in committee. When the bill was reported 
back to the House, Mr. Hawkins, of Ashtabula, offered an amendment repealing 
the Library section of the School Law, which was disagreed to— yeas 42, nays 42. 
Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, moved to reconsider the vote, which motion was 
laid on the table. The vote will probably be reconsidered, but the friends of the 
Library system are confident that the provision will be sustained by a full House, 
and are willing that the question shall then be fairly tested. We do hope that 
nothing will be done by our present Legislature to weaken and cripple onr edn* 
oational tyttem by abrogatinff or further suspending thlt lm^itaxav^^Vi>V(sa. 
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ITEMS. 

— The American Jonmal of Edacation and College Review, for February, is 
one of peculiar Interest to Ohio subscribers. Much of its space is devoted to the 
Reports of the officers of Cincinnati Schools — that of Mr. RickoflF, Sup*t, is 
highly commended. Robinson's Mathematical Works, published in Cincinnati, 
are well spoken of, and are interesting. History of Ohio University, by Pres't 
Soward, appears in its pages. 

— Bro. Carter — we call the School Teacher brother — writing from Felicity, 
says, " Our Institute meets in this place, the 30th March— then you may look for 
a big list for the 'Journal * from this county. Can't you run over and visit the 
Institute ? it remains in session one week.* We hope to have the ^' Felicity.^* 

— Mr. Thos. Kelsall, Cincinnati, who advertises School Furniture, is known to 
us as a faithful business man. He furnishes all the supplies in that line for the 
Cincinnati Schools, doing work well and cheap. 

— Observe advertisement of A. S. Barnes & Co. 

— Sheldon, Blakeman & Co. have a new advertisement in this No. Teachers 
must keep posted up. 

— Henry Howe, Cincinnati, whose services in collecting the Historical Facts 
which constitute the popular book entitled Howe's History of Ohio, has employ- 
ment for those who are earnest in the work, in distributing his publications. 
His advertisement gives particulars. 

— We have received from A. W. Price, agent, Cleveland, O., a set of Colton's 
Geographical Cards. They are six in number, 31 by 22 inches each in size- 
defining rivers, seas, bays, islands, etc. by a picture, attractively colored, with 
descriptions in large letters, for Primary Schools— a first rate medium of reach- 
ing mind through the eye. Price S3. 00 per set. 

— As an evidence of the progress of invention, as education becomes more 
widely diff'used, it may be stated that for ten years before 1826, when the com- 
mon school system became an element of State control in a few of the States, 
the receipts of the U. S. Pension Office were but $6,000 per annum. In 1855 
they were $176,000. 

— An apology may be (fue for some deficiency in the order and arrangement 
of articles in this number, as the Editor has been closing his connection with the 
Cincinnati School Board, the complicated duties, as clerk of which, had to be 
performed, as well as those of editing the February and March numbers of the 
Journal. Having resigned his place as secretary of the Boards of Education, 
he hopes to devote himself hereafter, earnestly and assiduously, to these pages 
and to their circulation. 

— We hope no true friend of our cause— no former subscriber or active mem- 
ber of the Association will fail to make it a personal business with him or her 
to commence and secure subscribers for their own paper. Hurrah, as a corres- 
pondent has said, for a self supporting circulation ! 

April School Elections. — Ten thousand school Directors or Trustees are 
to be elected on the ensuing second Monday of April. By law, on that day, 
there is required to be held, at the usual hour and place of holding district 
ijieetings, in each of the sub-districts of the several townships of the state, a 
school meeting of the qualified voters at the state and county elections, who, 
wjMii assembled, shall organize by the appointment of a Chairman and Secre- 
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tarj, and proceed to elect, by ballot, one school director to senre for the term of 
three years. 

Thus there may be changes, in the coming month, of ten thousand Dis- 
trict Directors, having special management and control of the local interests 
and a£fairs of schools and the employment of teachers. Much of the progress 
of education and the ultimate prosperity of the state materially depends upon 
the selection of fit men to fill these important offices. What kind of men should 
be selected ? — Who ought to serve ?— Who is just the man, because he has the 
rarest positive qualities for the specific duties, are questions of moment, to con- 
sider during tbe month, to be answered in time to lead to proper action in April. 

— The burning of the paper mill at Delaware, which supplied the publishers 
of this Journal, at the time the matter was prepared for the press, has prevented 
the appearance of the March number as early as it was prepared. 

— To provide for the accumulation of matter on hand, an addition of eight 
pages of reading matter has been made to this March number. 

— Observe also the new form of advertisements. 

— The active teachers of the state are requested to make a special effort to se- 
cure additional subscribers to the Journal. 

— There is a disposition manifested on the part of some of the earnest friends 
of the schools in the Legislature, in order to save It from being repealed out- 
right, to yield to a continued suspension of the tax for library purposes for 
another year, that a Reform School may be organized, an Agricultural School 
established, and the geological survey of the state re-commenced. This is the 
very latest before going to press, March 5. 

Mabch. — The month in which spring opens if upon you, teachers. 'T was 
when consenting spring shed her rosy garlands on the poet Thomson's head, 
that he sang for you : 

*' Delightful task! to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 
To pour the fresh instruction o*er the mind. 
To breathe th' enlivening spirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast." 
The first day of March is St. David's day. He is the patron saint of Wales, 
and It is the custom of the Welsh to observe the day as an anniversary, and to 
wear in their hats a green leaf or leek. 

The first day, Sunday, is the commencement of Lent, a period of forty days 
observed by Catholics and some of the Protestant churches. 

— Any one having a complete file of the ** Ohio Common School Director," a 
periodical pnblisbed in 1838, by Samuel Lewis, Sapt. of Schools, and willing to 
dispose of the same, will please correspond with John D. Caldwell, Editor, Co- 
Iambus. 

— The steel plate engraving of the Woodward High School, of Cincinnati, 
which accompanies this number, represents one of the most beautiful, commodi- 
ous and well arranged edifices in the United States. Rev. Dr. Shepardson Is 
Principal, and is training ap promising classes of the youth of the Queen City. 

We design furnishing a view in the same elegant style, of the Hughes High 
School of Cincinnati. 

We are indebted to Mr. Wm. P. Stratton, member of tbe Union Board, for 
interesting himself for the Journal, by obtaining from that Board the use oY-these 
plates. 
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— The editor of the American Magazine, in speaking of vocal mnsfc, saji : 
'*AI1 children can learn to sing, if they commence in season. In Germany, 
every child is taught to nse its voice while yoang. In their schools, all join in 
singing, as a regular exercise, as much as they attend to the study of geography ; 
and in their churches singing is not confined to the choir, that sits apart from 
the others, perhaps in the corner of the house, but there is a vast tide of that 
Incense going forth to God from every heart that can give utterance to this 
language from the soul. In addition to the delif^htfnl influence music has upon 
the character, it has also a marked influence in suppressing pulmonary com- 
plaints. Dr. Rush used to say that the reasons why the Germans seldom die of 
consumption, was that they were always singing." 

— "Study," says Carlyle, "to do whatsoever things in your actual situation 
you find expressly or tacitly laid down to your charge— that is your post; stand 
to it like a true soldier. Silently devour the many chagrins of it— all situations 
have man}' — and see you aim not to quit it without doing all that is your duty.*' 

— The following, written by the Learned Blacksmith, read to boys in our 
Buckeye schools, ought to inspire them to action : 

" Boys, did you ever think that this great world, with all its wealth and woe ; 
with all its mines and mountains, oceans, seas and rivers; with all its shipping, 
its steamboats, railroads, and magnetic telegraphs ; with all its millions of darkly 
groping men, and all the sciences and progress of ages, will soon be given over 
to the hands of the boys of the present age — boys, like you, assembled in school 
rooms, or playing without them, on both sides of the Atlantic? Believe it and 
look abroad upon your inheritance, and get ready to enter upon its possession. 
The Kings, Presidents, Governors, Statesmen, Philosophers, Ministers, Teachers, 
mcQ of the future, are all boys, whose feet, like yours, cannot reach the floor 
when seated upon the benches, upon which they are learning to master their 
respective languages." 

— Why are teeth like verbs ? Because they are regular, irregular, and de- 
fective. 

Williams College.— Prof. Chadboume, of Williams College, has chartered 
a schooner for an exploring and scientific expedition to the Florida coast, un- 
dertaken by the Lyceum of Natural History connected with that institution. It 
is announced as about to saiL 

— Joseph R. Williams, Esq., late editor of the Toledo Blade, has been chosen 
President of the Michigan Agricultural College. 

— A prosy orator reproved Lord North for going to sleep during one of his 
speeches. " Pooh, pooh ! " said the drowsy Premier, " the physician should never 
quarrel with the effect of his own medicine.*' 

— ** Pa, is Pennsylvania the father of all other States 1 " ** Certainly not, my 
bhild ; why did you ask that question? '* *^ Because I see the newspapers call it 
Pa." 

— Success in these days is not fortuitous; the wiser wins. The mechanic 
must go to the study and the student to the work-shop. In this manner we will 
" educate labor and set knowledge to work." 



— We acknowledge the reception of a spirited monthly, entitled " Cincinnatus," 
published monthly at College Hill, six miles north of Cincinnati. It is devoted 
to "Educated Labor; the loveliest and grandest element of Human Progress." 
Edited by tlu^ President of Farmers' College, aided by the Faculty of that Insti- 
tution, aad ihe Provident of the Ohio Female College. 
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Thb School Law. — Mr. Monroe has introduced a bill to am/end the existing 
School Law, the object being to perfect the law and thus render it more efficient. 
The amendments appertain to sections three, four, twelve, seventeen, nineteen, 
twenty-four, fifty one, sixty, sixty-one. and sixty-two. 

The most important of these is that relating to Libraries, which section it is 
sought to amend so as to empower the Boards of Education to deposit all the 
books sent to their charge in one place, or to distribute them to several points 
in the district, as the convenience of the people and the best interests of the 
youth may require. The Governor, Auditor of State, and State Librarian, are 
constituted a School Library Committee, to direct the School Commissioner in 
regard to the kind and cost of books. He is to make no purchase without their 
approbation. Township Boards, in raising money for building purposes, are 
limited to two mills on the dollar. If, in their judgment, more is needed, they 
are authorized to call a meeting of the qualified voters, and submit the question 
to them. Some discretionary power is granted to Township Boards, to distribute 
the money which is raised, to prolong schools in such a manner as to assist 
those sub-districts which, on account of geographical difficulties or sparseness 
of population, have but a small number of resident youth. The length of time 
for which schools are required to be kept, is reduced from seven months to six. 



The Repentant Youth.— In a metropolitan criminal court, an Irish woman, 
whose boy had been sentenced a long term in the penitentiary, for some not well 
proven offense, said, "Won't your Honor give him a shorter term? He is a 
good boy to me, your Honor;«-he always was. I've just made him some nice 
clothes, your Honor, which fit him beautiful (and she looked, as she said it, as 
only a mother can look at her boy); and if you give him a long time to stay in 
the prison, the clothes won^t fit him when he comes out, for he's a growin' boy." 
Poor mother 1 she had saved much (for her; from her scant earnings to clothe 
her boy "like the neighbor's children." This was too much for her son. He 
melted — he wept — he repented— he was forgiven. And he is now one of. the 
most promising, enterprising and honorable young merchants in our city. 
Every word of this is true, and known to be so to very many persons. — 
J£nickerbocker, 



School Houses as Wat-Marks. — A correspondent from Berea writes that 
school houses generally have an intolerable sameness, looking as if they were 
cut out by the same pattern, and made at the same shop. They are too easily 
recognized. They should have as much pleasing variety as the private houses 
which adorn our delightful land. There should be something about them difier- 
ent from those monotonous and dreary circumstances which now surround 
them every where here. If men would build them more nearly to resemble 
their own homes, going to school would be robbed of half of its irksomeness. 
Those boys and girls who have pleasant homes, would hardly realize their 
absence from them, and the children of poor or untasteful parents would enjoy 
the privilege of spending a portion of each day where their love of beauty and 
propriety would be gratified and increased. We would say that Ohio stands 
preeminent for the improvement made in the style and comfort of com- 
mon and union school houses. The great outcry of grumblers since the 
passage of the revised school law has been caused by the Boards of Education 
having obtained the opportunity to tax the people for better school buildings, 
and for fear that the opportunity might not last long, have expended in some 
cases beyond a reasonable sum. Good houses, commodious and well ventilated, 
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have been the result, and neighborhoods have been improved morally and eco- 
nomically a thousand fold by the expenditure. Under the old fogy system, so 
long in vogne, not a dime could be expended in consequence of some conse- 
quential self-important individual, the casual holder of some property which 
would be valueless to him or any body else if not made available by the vicinity 
of a laboring, cultivated and moral population, for whom school houses and 
meeting houses are indispensable. 



— The planets Venus and Jupiter are conspicuous now in the south-west soon 
after sunset. 



THB WHOLE DUTT OF MAN. 

Love God with all your heart, and soul, and mind. 
And to your neighbor, as yourself, be kind. 
As yon would have your neighbor deal with }oa, 
E'en so unto your neighbor you must do. 



THE McKEBLT KOEMAL SCHOOL OF OHIO. 



The fourth session of this institution will close March 13, 1857. 

The whole number enrolled in the Normal School proper, for the term, is 90, 
and about the same number in the Model School. Total 180. 

The next session of twelve weeks, wid commence April 13, and close June 26, 
1857. 

The tuition, as fixed by the Board of Trustees at their annual meeting, is $26 
per annum, in both the Academic and Normal departments. 

No deduction for fractional terms, except in cases of protracted illness or like 
casualties. 

Boarding ranges from $2.00 to $2.25 per week. 

Those desiring to enter should make immediate application. 

HOPBDALB, Feb. 16, 1857. 



Teacher wanted, as Principal of the Grammar School at Perrysburg, Wood 
Co., Chio, to fill the place of J. T. Read, A. B., who has been invited to take 
charge of the schools at Warsaw, III. Address immediately, 

D. £. Wells, Superintendent, 

Perrysburg, Ohio. 



Wanted. — A good male Teacher, capable of taking charge and teaching the 
highest department of an Union School. Address, giving terms, references, &c., 

J. C. Douglass, 

Cambridge, Ohio. 



tt^ A situation now wanted by a gentleman who has had several years expe- 
rience in governing and teaching. He can produce the very best credentials ae 
to his ability to take charge of good schools. 

Please address £d. Lancaster (0.) Gazette^ or M. H., New Holland, O. 



THK 
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COLUMBUS, APRIL, 1857. 
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- THE McNEELY NORMAL SCHOOL, OHIO.'' 



The foarth session of this Institution commenced Nov. 11, 1856, 
and closed March 12, 1857. 

The attendance was greater than at any previous term, notwithstand- 
ing that many of its former pupils were engaged throughout the country 
in their winter schools. 

The numher in attendance the first session, commencing Nov. 26tb, 
1855, and closing March 22d, 1856, was 5G — including both depart* 
ments of the Normal School. Daring this term, an arrangement waa 
effected with the Village or District School of Hopedale (consisting of 
some 100 or 120 pupils), by which it was transferred to the Normal 
School Building and placed under the control of the N. S., in the 
capacity of a Model School. This arrangement is still maintained, 
though with slight alterations. 

The second session, commencing April 8, opened with 64 in attend- 
anco. The number of instructors employed hitherto in the Normal 
School had been but two, viz, the Principal of the Normal Department 
and the Principal of the Academic Department. It was found neces- 
sary, in order to consolidate the Model School with the Normal School, 
and also to secure more help, which was needed in both, to employ an 
additional teacher. Accordingly, with the unanimous concurrence of 
the Board of Trustees, Miss B. M. Cowles, of Canton, Ohio, a well 
known, experienced and most accomplished teacher, was employed as 
Principal of the Model School, and teacher in the N. S. ; her services 
to commence with the third session. An assistant teacher was also 
employed to take charge of the Primary Department of the Model 
School. 

The annual expense for teachers' salaries for all departments, accord* 
ing to this arrangement, amounted to $2800 ; $500 of this is met by 
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the fands of the district, leaving m balance of $2300 per annum to be 
met by the income of the Institution. * 

The Cbird teito, eoviinctocing Aagnst 25, opened with a moderate 
increase of stadeots, wheli the above arrangement went into operation. 
The results were quite gratifying; but, as was expected, a slight 
change became necessary. It was soon found that, in order to accom- 
modate the increasing numbers, as well as to meet the increased 
demand for labor, more room and mere help would be needed. Ac- 
cordingly, another room was fitted up for the accommodation of the 
Secondary Department of the Model School, a subordinate teacher 
secured to take charge of a part of it, and the former Principal trans- 
feihred, with full work, to the Normal School— retaining twenty of her 
pupils as a model class. 

While this arrangement does not materially increase the expenses of 
the Institution, it secures a two-fold advantage : first, it affords more 
room and better accommodations to all departments ; and secondly, it 
gecares nearly one-third more assistance in the Normal School proper. 
The model classes are now rend^ed efi^tive, whereas by the former 
arrangement, the great object of an experimental class was measurably 
A»feated. 

The fourth session commenced as stated above. The attendance in 
Cbe N. S. has been as follows : 

First Term 66 

Second " 64 

Third « 68 

Fourth •* 90 

In the M. S. the attendance has not been far from tOO per term. 

The annual income of the Institution, thus far, will not difibr widely 
from the following : 

From Tuition $1500 

** Donations 200 

•• Pledges 400 

•• Room rent 100 = $2200 

The annual expense of the Institution has been about as follows : 

For instruction in the N. S. proper. . $2200 

For contingent expenses 700 = $2900 

Leaving an indebtedness of some $700. This has been increased 
dhiefly from repairs. Provision is made, however, for meeting this 
deficit, in pledges made in accordance with the plan upon which the 
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lastita^Mi is tsttUishcd. It is to be rAgretted, bowev^r, tbal tbe len- 
gsgemeBt b«8 not jet been fulfilled, nor much realized upon tbat wliioh 
bas been pledged. 

A patronage of 100 students, at tbe present rate of tuition, wouU 
joBt about meet tbe expenses for teaching ; wbile tbat of 125 or HO, 
would amply defray all expenses. It is confidently believed tbat, wilh 
increased facilities for boarding, etc., tbe number of students would, in 
a very abort time, exceed any of tbese figures. 

An arrangement bas been effected witb "Pumpbrey Hall" and 
otber boarding places, wbereby boarding sball not exceed $2.00 or 
$2.25 per week. 

A ball for tbe accommodation of tbose wisbing to board tbemsehres 
IB very much needed, and will be erected, it is hoped, early in tfai 
eoming spring or summer. 

Witb tbese facilities, no institution in tbe State or country, perhaps, 
all tbings considered, offers greater inducements or better opportunitiea 
to the common school teacher than the above named. Shall it be 
ntstainedf shall not many more, eventually, be established ? shall not 
^ State of Ohio have a system of Professional Schools worthy b^ 
great name, and ber great resources ? Tbe teacher must answer these 
questions. 

Tbe McNeely Normal School of Ohio is tbe property of the teachers 
of tbe State ; therefore, every teacher in the State has an interest in it. 
Every school district has an interest in it. More, every parent and 
child in the State has an interest in it. Much more, then, bas tbe 
profession, as a body. It bas been earnest in its demand for profes- 
Monal schools. That demand has been heeded. This Normal School 
has been in operation but little over one year ; and it is safe to say that, 
in tbat time, from 150 to 200 teachers have received instruction in it. 
Some of these will graduate tbe ensuing summer ; while many more 
will go to their fields of labor, invigorated and strengthened with re- 
newed purposes and zeal, soon to return and to complete tbe course. 
The prospects of tbe Institution are steadily brightening. Its objeeta 
and ^ims are such as to win confidence wherever it is known. The 
bumble success thus far attending it, has demonstrated that the plan^ 
at least, is practicable. It now remains to be seen whether this plan 
can be successfully carried out. 

The Normal School proper is composed of two departments, viz : 
*rbe Academic, and Normal or Professional. The course of study in 
tbe latter is as follows : 
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1. Tboroagh and searcbiog reviews of tbe common branehes, and 
tboee usually taugbt in our Higb Schools and Academiee ; witb dia- 
grams, illustrations and criticisms, embracing subjecti rather than text- 
books. 

2. Reading and study of standard works on Theory and Practice of 
Teaching, and discussions upon their merits and demerits. 

8. Daily lectures upon Theory and Practice, based upon tbe princi- 
ples of mental science, in which the laws of intellectual and moral 
growth will be discussed. The best methods of teaching and school 
government, as founded upon these laws^ will be made special topics of 
investigation. 

4. Experiment and practice in the Model School, in which each 
pupil will be expected to Bpend a limited portion cf his time, each day, 
for the purpose not only of witnessing the exercises, but of testing the 
various theories, and of acquiring that actual experinee and ikiU which 
render the '* teaching art'' a peculiar profession. 

Such, in brief, is the teacher's course. The Academic does not 
differ materially from that pursued in most other institutions of similar 
grade, save that it is more thorough — having strict reference to the 
profession of Teaching. Such, indeed, experience has demonstrated 
to be the true theory of Normal Schools. If they have failed hitherto, 
in some degree, to meet the wants of the profession, we must look for 
the cause of such failure, not in the mistaken notion that the profession 
needs no such schools, but in the manner in which they have been 
conducted. 

But the time has come when this question needs no argument. The 
proposition is almost self-evident to any one who will reflect for a 
moment. The great interests of the profession in the State of Ohio, ai 
in other States, have demanded Normal Schools. An enlightened 
public sentiment has decided this question; and the teachers, in their 
seal and enterprise, have said, ** We shall have Normal Schools.** 

The next session (of 12 weeks) of the McNeely Normal School of 
Ohio will commence April 13th, and close June 26ih, 1857. 

The price of tuition, as fixed by the Board of Trustees at their 
annual meeting, is $26 per annum, both in the Normal and Academio 
Departments. 



The 20th Annual Report of Board of Education, for Massaohtisetts hns been 
Issued. The number uf children in Massachusetts between 3 and 15 years of 
ago is 2-2'2.8-')3 ; mean nvera^^o attendance, 107,000 ; ratio of attendance to tha 
whole number, 70 per cent 
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INTEMPERANCE, PROFANITY, TOBACCO. 



At a meeting of the Ohio State Teachers' Association, held at Colombas, Dee. 
27th, 18-16, a Committee, consisting of the Hon. liorace Mann, II. H. Barnej, 
Esq., Prof. Marsh, Prof. Young and G. £. Howe, £>q , was appointed to recom- 
mend some action respecting the use of intoxicating liquors, profane swearinf 
and tobacco, in the Schools and Colleges of the State. 

The Committee afterwards submitted the following 

REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS: 

Within the crowded hours of the Association, it is impossible for your Com- 
mittee to make an extended Report. Nor is it necessary for them to do so. On 
tlie first point, particularly,— that of using intoxicating liquors,--what occasion 
have thev to dwell ? It is not any far-off calamity,— removed to the other side 
of the globe or hidden in the recesses of antiquity,— escaping assault and over- 
tasking description ; but it is among us and of us, a present, embodied, demo- 
niac reality, smiting as no pestilence ever smote and torturing as fire cannot 
torture, destroying alike both body and soul. It invades all ranks and condition! 
of men, and its retinue consists of every form of human misery. In all the land, 
there is scarcely a family, there is not one social circle, from which it has not 
snatched a victim ; alas, from many, how many ! Ko other vice marshals and 
heralds such hosts to perdition. It besieges and makes captive the representa- 
tives of the people in legislative halls, and there gets its plans organized into 
law, where, first and chiefest, they should be annihilated ; it usurps the bench, 
and there, under the guise of the sacred ermine, it suborns the judiciary to deny 
the eternal maxims and verities of jurisprudence and ethics, and to hold those 
prohibitions to be unconstitutional and invasive of natural rif^hts, which only 
conflict with their own artificial constitution and acquired daily habits ; and It 
ascends the sacred altar, and when the ambassador of God should speak like one 
of the prophets of old or like an inspired apostle, against drunkenness and 
drunkards, it lays the finger of one hand upon his lips, with the other it points 
to some wealthy, somnolent inebriate below, and the ambassador foigets his 
embassy and is silent. No other vice known upon earth has such potency to 
tarn heavenly blessings Into hellish ruins. It is no extravagance to say that the 
sum-total of prudence, of wisdom, of comfort, of exemplary conduct and of 
virtue, would have been, to day, seven fold what they are, throughout the world, 
but for the existence of intoxicating beverages among men ; and that the sum- 
total of poverty, of wretchedness, of crime and of sorrow, would not be one 
tenth part, to-day, what they now are, but for the same prolitic, ever flowing, 
overflowing fountain of evil. Youth, health, strength, beauty, talent, genius 
and all the susceptibilities of virtue in the human heart, alike perish before it. 
Its history is a vast record, which, like the roll seen in the vision of the prophet, 
is written within and without, full of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

No one can deny that Intemperance carries ruin every where. It reduces the 
fertile farm to barrenness. It suspends industry in the shop of the mechanic. 
It banishes skill from the cunning hand of the artisan and artist. It daabes to 
pieces the locomotive of the engineer. It sinks the ship of the mariner. It 
spreads sudden night over the solar splendors of genius, at Its full-orbed, me- 
ridian glory. But nowhere is it so ruinous, so direful, so eliminating and expul- 
sive of all good, so expletive and redundant of all evil, as In the school and the 
college, as upon the person and character of the student himself. Creator of 
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Evil, Destroyer of Good ! Among yonth, It invests its votaries with the fulness 
of both prerogatives, and sends them oat on the career of life, to anffer where 
they should have rejoiced ; to carse where they should have blessed. 

Kor do the Committee feel called upon to make any extended remarks upon 
the vice of using profane language. It is an offence emphatically without temp- 
tation and without reward. It helps not to feed a man, nor to clothe him, nor to 
shelter him. It is not wit, it is not music, it is not eloquence, it is not poetry; 
l>at of each of these, it Is the opposite. Let a man SAvear ever so laboriously all 
his life; will it add a feather to the softness of his dying bed; will it give one 
solace to the recollections of his dying hour? No! but even the most rediless 
man will acknowledge, that it will add bitterness and anguish unspeakable. 
Were profanity as poisonous to the tongue as it is to the soul, did it blacken ^nd 
deform the lips as it does the character, what a ghastly spectacle would a pro- 
fi^ne man exhibit ! Yet to the eye of purity and innocence, to the moral visioQ 
of every sensible and right-minded man, lips, tongue and heart of every profane 
•wearer do look ghastly and deformed as disease and impiety can make theoa.. 
^QW must they look to the Infinite Purity of God ! 

What an ungrateful, unmanly and ignoble requital do we make to God, who 
gfi,re us these marvellous powers of speech wherewith to honor and adore^ when 
we pervert the self*same powers to dishonor and blaspheme the name of thi^ 
Giver ! Perhaps the most beautiful and effective compliment any where to be 
Cound in the whole circle of ancient or modern literature, is that which was paid 
}fj Cicero to the poet Archias, in the exordium of the celebrated defence whic]| 
^ made on the trial of that client. In brief paraphrase, as cited froim recqUeer 
^n, it was something like this : If, says he, there is in me any talent; if 1 have 
»By faculty or power of eloquence ; if I have made aught of proficiency in thosiB 
liberal and scholarly studies which at all times of my life have been so gratefoJ 
to me, this Archias, my client, has a right to the command of them all ; for h« 
ft was who taught them to me ; he first inspired me with the ambition of being 
4A advocate, and he imbued me with whatever gifts of oratory I ma^ poftsesSf 
It.is his right, then, to command the tribute of my services. 

If the great Cicero, standing in the presence of all the dignitaries of Rome, felt 
IVHind to acknowledge bis obligations to the man who had instructed his youth 
and helped to adorn the riper periods of his life, only in a single department, 
how much more imperative the obligation upon every ingenuous and noble soul 
to praise and honor that Great Being who has endowed us with all we possess* 
^d made possible whatever we can rightfully hope for. 

There are certain situations where none but the lowest and most scandalous 
of men ever suffer themselves to swear. Amongst all people claiming any sem- 
l^lance to decent behavior, the presence of ladies or the presence of clergymen 
bans profanity. How distorted and abnormal is that state of mind, in which the 
presence of man can suppress a criminal oath, but not the omnipresence of God ! 
A Christian should be afraid to swear; a gentleman should be ashamed to. 
Every pupil, as he approaches the captivating confines of manhood, should pro- 
pose to himself as a distinct object to be a gentleman, as much as to be a learned 
man ; otherwise he is unworthy the sacred prerogatives of learning. 

Your Committee have but brief space and time for the consideration of thQ 
If maining topic. 

Among the reasons against the use of tobacco, they submit the following : 

1. Tobacco is highly injurious to health, being pronounced by all physiologlsta 
^X^d toxicologists to be among the most active and virulent of vegetable poisons. 
That consumers of tobacco sometimes live many years does not disprove the. 
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fl^qungtli.of ite poison, but only proves the strength of the constitntion tbM 
resists it; and that strength, instead of being wasted in resisting the poisoii, 
might be expended in making the life of its possessor longer and more useAll- 

2. It is very expensive. The average cost of supplying a tobacco nser for Ufs 
would be sufficient to purchase a good farm, or to build a beautiful and comnUh 
dious house, or to buy a fine library of books. Which course of life best coin- 
port9 with the dignity of a rational being ; to puff and spit this value away,^r 
to change it into garden and cultivated fields ; into a nice dwelling, or into ii^ 
omjbaJmed and glorified forms of genius? What a difference it would make tp 
the United States and to the world, if the Four Hundred Thousand acres, now 
planted with tobacco within their limits, were planted to corn or wheat. 

3. Tobacco users bequeath weakened brains* irritable nerves and other fonn* 
of physical degeneracy to their children. The factitious pleasures of the parent 
inflict real pains upon his offspring. The indulgences of the one must be atoned 
lox by the sufferings of the other; the innocent expiating ttie offences of the 
goiity. Nor, in regard to these personal and hereditary injuries to the n^in^, 
vould the Committee stand merely upon the principle laid down by the Physl- 
dan^ who, when asked if tobacco injured the brain, replied promptly in tkfi 
■i^ative ; for, said he, people who have brains never touch it 

4. Tobacco users are always filthy, and we read of an infinitely desirable king- 
4em into which no unclean thing can ever enter. 

5. Tobacco users are always unjust towards others. They pollute the atmoi* 
phere which other men desire to breathe and have a right to breathe in l|i 
l^arity. A smoker or cbewer may have a right to a limited circle of the atmos- 
phere around his own person, but he has no right to stench the air for a rod 
•round hinaand half a mile behind him. He has no right to attempt a geograp1|- 
loal reproduction of river and lake by the artificial pools and streams he mak^ 

f)n steamboat and car. 

6. A tobacco user ia the common enemy of decency and good taste. His 
month and teeth which should be the cleanest, he makes the foulest part of him* 
When one sees a plug of nasty, coarse, liver-colored tobacco, he pities the mout]fe 
it is destined to enter; but when one sees the mouth he pities the tobacco. 

7. The old monks used to prove the pollutions of tobacco from Scripture ; foe. 
said they, it is that which cometh out of the mouth that defileth a man. 

8. It has been argued that the adaptation of means to ends which character^ 
iMS ail th» works of creation, intimates that snuff should never be taken ; fos 
bad such been the design of nature, the nose would have been turned the othex 
end up. 

9. It may be fairly claimed that if nature had ever designed that man should 
cliew or smoke or snuff, she would have provided some place where the disgust- 
ing process could be performed systematically, and with appropriate accompan- 
iments; but no such place or accompaniments have ever yet been discovered. 
Tobacco is unfit for the parlor; for that is the resort of ladies, and should there- 
fore be free from inspissated saliva and putrified odors. It is not befitting the 
fining-room, where its effluvia may be absorbed or its excretions be mingled 
with viand and beverage. Still less does it befit the kitchen, where those culin- 
ary processes are performed which give savor and flavor to all the preparations 
that grace the generous board. It should not be carried into the stable, for that 
is the residence of neat cattle. And the occupants of the sty itself would indig- 
nantly quit their premises, should one more lost to decency than themselves, 
come to befume or bespatter or besnuff them. There is no spot or place among 
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tnimals or men which the common nses of tobacco would not sink to a lower 
defoedatlon. 

10. Swiaiy tending to destmctfon as Is the nse of Intoxicating bererages ; 
rnlgar, ungentlemanly and sinful as are all the varieties of profanity; unjust 
and unclean as are the effusions and exhalations of tobacco, yet their separate 
and distinctive evils are aggravated ten fold when combined and cooperating. 
How abhorrent to the senses and the heart of a pure and upright man, is the 
wretch who abandons himself to them all. Physiology teaches us that as soon 
as alcohol is taken into the stomach, nature plies all her enginery to expel the 
invader of her peace. She does not wait to digest it and pass it away, as is 
done with the other contents of the stomach; bat she opens all her doors and 
summons all her forces to banish it from the realm. She expels it through the 
tangs, through the mouth and nose, through the eyes even, and through the 
•e%'en million pores of the skin. So let tobacco be taken into the month or 
drawn up, water-spout fashion, into the nose, and firemen never worked more 
vehemently at a fire, nor soldiers fought more desperately in a battle, than 
every muscle and membrane, every gland and emunctory, now struggles to wash 
away the imparity. Every organ, maxillary, lingual, labial, nasal, even the 
lachrymal, pour out their detergent fluids to sweep the nuisance away. Not 
a fibre or cellule, not a pore or sluiceway, but battles as for life to extrude the 
foul and fetid intruder. Hence expectoration, salivation, the anile tears of the 
drunkard and the idiot drool of the tobacco user,— all attest the desperation of 
the efforts which nature is making to defecate herself of the impurity. When 
people first begin to drink or chew or smoke, outraged nature, as we all knowi 
often goes into spasms and convulsions through the vehemence of her conflict 
for escape. Finally, she succumbs, and all that constitutes the life of a man dies 
before death. 

The Apostle enjoins his disciples to keep their bodies pure an a TewplB of ih» 
Holy QhoHt. But in such a body, what spot is there, what space so largo as a 
mathematical point, which the Holy Ghost, descending from the purity and 
sanctity of heaven, could abide in for a moment! Surely, when a man reaches 
the natural consummation to which these habits legitimately tend, when his 
whole commerce with the world consists in his pouring alcohol in and pouring 
the impieties of profanity and the vllencsses of tobacco out, — gurgitation and 
regurgitation, the sysiole and diastole of his being,— he presents a spectacle not 
io be paralleled in the Brute's kingdom or in the Devil's kingdom ; on the earth 
or •* elsewhere." 

Your committee submit the following Resolutions: 

Resolved^ That school examiners ought never, under any cireum stances, to 
give a certificate of qualification to teach school to any person who habitually 
uses any kind of intoxicating liquors ; and that school ofilcers, when other 
things are equal, should systematically give the preference to the total abstinent 
candidate. 

Mesoloed^ That all school teachers should use their utmost influence to sup- 
press the kindred ungentlemanly and foul-mouthed vices of uttering profane 
language and using tobacco. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

HORACE MANN. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 



SIMPLIFYING. 

This is one of the principal features of the popular system of instruction at 
the present day. That it is an improvement upon the coarse pursued by oar 
ancestors, few can doubt. The advantages of the system are too obvious to ad- 
mit of any cavil or need any defense ; but there are some evils attendant upon 
carrying it too far, which we may notice. In the first place, our schools are 
flooded with primary woiks on all sciences, including not only Arithmetic and 
Grammar, but Algebra, Geometry, Mental Philosophy and other abstract and 
difficult studies. 

These books are intended for even very small children, and either urged by 
ambitious parents or injudicious teachers, they are set to studying these higher 
branches as soon as they can read with any degree of fluency, and even before. 
The consequence is, that they spend a great deal in acquiring a comparatively 
small amount of knowledge. For the primary work is at best but an abridgment 
of the work in its proper form, and in taking up the latter the pupil goes over 
all the ground that he did in the former, and, in addition, that which was left 
out. He also loses much of the pleasure and interest he might have had in the 
study if the ideas had been presented to him fresh, in their proper connection, at 
an age when he was capable of understanding them. There arc studies adapted 
to the infantile mind enough to keep it busy until the physical as well as mental 
powers are sufficiently developed to enable the young learner to take hold of 
more abstruse studies with pleasure as well as profit. If the mind of the young 
child is loaded with technical terms and indefinite ideas belonging to hard study 
and a more mature age, and his time taken up attending to them, it is unavoid- 
bly attended with deficiency in those simpler acquirements which are the found* 
ation of .all good education. For instance, many pupils are pushed into higher 
Arithmetic and Algebra who cannot give an intelligent account of the method of 
notation and numeration, or even repeat the multiplication table. Or, they are 
led to study Astronomy and Natural Philosophy, without a sufficient knowledge 
of Orthography and Etymology to enable them to understand the language in 
which such works must be written if they contain any proper ideas upon the 
subjects they profess to teach— no matter how much they are simplified. 

Not so were our first parents taught by the first and wisest of teachers. There 
was no attempt made to adapt to their newly awakened understanding the sci* 
eotific mechanism of the glorious natural system of which their world formed a 
part— to lead them back to the chemical or philosophical causes of all that they 
saw around them or to make them understand the geological structure of the 
earth on which they stood. Content to know that their Creator was the great 
First Causey they learned or were permitted to give names to the objects around 
them, learned their uses, and thus went on step by step in the knowledge, not 
only of this lower world, but of the plan of salvation ; which, though designed 
from eternity by the Master-Bullder of the universe, was only unfolded to man 
as bis strengthening capacities would admit, without being weakened, diluted 
or simplified. First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear, is the 
law of nature. In the second place, if the child is properly trained in the first 
years of his school life, he needs, in order to the further developmf nt of his 
mental powers, to be made to work. It is evident that if he is led along with 
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erery step made plain and smooth before him, rules all explained and half the 
solation of every difficalc problem given, he mtiyyinde^d, ^n^n. graded pathxip 
the hill of science— a smooth and easy way— but when he arrives at the top he 
will not only find himself deficient in the strength of mind— the capability for 
originality of thought and self exertion, which the more rugged way would 
have given him ; but he will have lost much of the magnificence and beauty of 
science — those rare flowers of knowledge, which are only given to those who 
mre willing to climb. 

Let mental discipline more than the mere attainment o*" science become theo)>- 
jpctof our writers, if they wish to make their pupils such men as Fulton, Home 
and Webster, and they will only simplify enough to remove unnecessaiy eyils 
from the path and stimulate the pupil to greater exertion. There is no pleasiue 
like that of original, earnest thought, and he who deprives his pupil of this by 
carrying him, as it were, through his studies, stints his powers and does him 
wrong. Again, these persevering road makers, in many instances, turn aside 
Arom difficulties that cannot be simplified, and make a winding path around 
them, and sometimes completely oflf the track. In other words, in their endeavor 
to simplify the matter, and at the same time preserve correct and philosophical 
language and ideas, they so mystify the pupil as to leave him ncithef room nor 
strength forthought or understanding. Indeed, I doubt whether it is possible 
to extend this graded and paved way over the whole ground to the portals of 
the temple of Tmth, and those who attempt it may wind around the hill and 
never reach the top. This system of education is calculated to send forth men 
of undisciplined mental powers into all the departments of life : and in none ii 
the evil more serious than in the very large class employed as teachers. Persons 
seek and obtain employment in our schools who are guided in their instructions 
fmpiicitly by the textbooks they use. Such, of course, prefer the works that 
will give them the least trouble to explain, and if referred to for assistance they 
can easily read out of the book ; but If a question is asked a little out of the 
beaten track they are lost. They find the work of instruction a heavy and diffi- 
cult task; and the work of studying to lead their pupils into new fields of ' 
thought is one for which they are unfitted by education and habit. Conse- 
quently, although many of them talk loudly about progress, they show but little 
inclination, even when they are placed in select academies, to progress with 
their pupils through a regular and cfiScient course of study. They had much 
rather change their pupils every term, and go over the same ground ; trusting 
to the accommodating authors of their text-books for those instructions which 
they are unable to give and too indolent to acquire for themselves. 

SoDUB, N. Y.. Jan., 1S57. lodisa a. blakblt. 



Graded Schools have just been established at Fort Wayne. Geo. A. Irvin, 
an experienced Teacher, has been appointed Superintendent. Miss Lakin, re- 
cently of the High School at Richmond, and Miss Lora Mills, of Moorcsville, 
Morgan county, are among the Teachers employed there. A fine union school- 
house has been constructed with accommodations for three or four hundred 
pupils. The school commences under favorable auspices, and there is every 
prospect of its permanence and success. 

Mr. S. Boyce, a gentleman who studied at the Universities of Berlin, Prague, 
and Vienna, will be connected with the School at Greenmount after the first of 
April next. 

M. C. Stevens, of Greenmount, has accepted a situation in the Friends' School, 
Richmond, Ind. Salary 9900.— -Jndtana School Journal, 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



SCHOOL FUNDS. 



!k9 following abstract of the yarioos statutes of the General Assembly of 
iOk in aid of the school fond, and to which the attention of county officers, 
gittrates, etc., is specially invited, is taken from the Cincinnati Common 
lool report for 1856. 

majfa received into the County Trecuury from Licenses^ Fines and other 8ouree$j 
furtheuse and benefit of the Common Schools of the City and County , and to he 
}(0bibuted by the County Auditor, in accordance with the Acts of the Legisiaturef 
f. found in Swanks Statutes, 1854. 

■I's Statutes, (page 37.) ^ An Act to create a permanent Agricultoral Fond.'* 
•♦ (page 879.) " An Act to regulate Public Shows." 

" (p«ge 880.) *'An Act to amend an Act to regulate Public Shows." 

By these acts no person is allowed to exhibit any natural or 
artificial curiosity, horsemanship in a circus, or anjr public 
show, without first obtaining from the County Auditor a 
permit, for which not less than $20 shall be charged, one- 
half to the School Fund of the County, and one-half to the 
Agricultural Fund. 

" (page 107.) "An Act to restrain Banks from taking Usury." 

Any banking institution charging or receiving illegal Interest, 
is liable in an action for debt, for the whole amount of the 
demand on which such interest is charged. 

(page 290.) "An Act for the more efiectnal protection of En- 
closures." Any person wantonly throwing down any fence, 
gate or bars, liable to a fine of $100. 

(page 296.) "An Act for the prevention of certain crimes therein 
named." Administering medicine to produce abortion, and 
taking life, giving medicine when intoxicated, also avowing it 
to be a secret; so as to endanger life. 

(page 437.) " An Act more effectually to prevent gambling." 
Persons keeping or renting any rooms for gambling, liable to 
a penalty of from $50 to $100. Keeping gaming devices, or 
gambling for a livelihood, fine $500. 

(page 469.) "An Act for the inspection of certain articles therein 
enumerated." Importing fish without inspection — charges 
and legal fees— to bum ofiJals, penalty from $5 to $50. 

(page 475.) "An Act to provide fbr the inspection of salt" 
Selling or shipping salt before inspection, penalty one dollar 
on each barrel or cask ; to be recovered before a Jo^stice of 
the Peace. 

(page 477.) "An Act to define the duty of manufkcturers of 
salt." Draining and packing, kind of barrels, and marks. 

(page 598.) " An Act to amend an Act, entitled an Act granting 
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licenses to pedlers, and repealing former laws." Clerks of 
Common Pleas to grant licenses, at stipulated rates, aDd 
amount to be paid to Connty Treasurer. 
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Fines collected by Justices of the Peace, 

Swan's Statutes, (page 197.) ''An Act to provide for the creation and regulatioi 

of mcorporated companies in the State of Ohio." Tbts re> 
quires all passenger trains on Railroads to stop at all statloiii 
a certain time, under a penalty of from $20 to $110. 

** (page 302.) "An Act for the prevention of certain immoni 

practices. Sabbath breaking, selling liquor on Sunday, dto> 
tnrbing religious meetings, profane swearing, exciting distvrb- 
ance at public meetings, and of citizens, playing bilHardi, 
running horses, shooting in a town, etc., permitting ten-pin 
alley, exhibiting puppet show, wire dancing, juggling, dete- 
ing advertisements, bull or bear baiting, cock-fighting, e(e. 
All fines recovered, to be paid to Tuwn&hip Treasurer for 
Schools, within twenty days. 

** (page 304 ) "An Act to amend an Act entitled an Act for the 

punishment of certain offenses therein named." Selling liq* 
nor to Indians, harboring intoxicated Indians ; penalty froni 
$5 to $100, to be paid to Township Treasurer. 

(page 305 ) ''An Act to prevent the introduction and spreading 
of the Canada thistle." Suffering thistle to grow, vending 
seed, etc. ^ 

(page 305.) "An Act to prevent the firing of cannon apon tke 
public streets or highways." 

(page 306.) *'An Act to amend the Act entitled an Act for tkt 
prevention of certain immoral practices." Selling liquor 
within two miles of religious meetings. 

(page 429.) ^' An Act to regulate inclosures, and to provide 
against trespassing animals." 

(page 436.) "An Act to protect the fur trade." 

** (page 495.) "An Act to regulate the election, contestof electioB , 

and the resignation of Justices of the Peace." Any officer 
neglecting or refusing to perform any duty required by thie 
act is liable to a fine of from $5 to $50. 

** (page 598.) "An Act regulating the hours of manual labor.** 

Labor not to exceed ten hours per day, etc. 

" (page 598.) "An Act to amend an Act entitled an Act granting 

licenses to pedlers, and repealing former laws. Penalty for 
peddling without license, and for refusing to show license, $50. 

AH fines collected by Justices of the Peace to be paid into the Township Treait- 
nry, for the use of the Common Schools, and the receipt for the same to be filed 
with the County Auditor, at the same time their annual report is submitted, of 
fines that have been assessed by them. — See page 542 Suxm^s Statutes, 
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THE STATE SCHOOL TAX. 



There is a reasonable stiin to be levied on the property of the State, and 
there is an nnreasonablesam. Education is a matter of the greatest pab]l€ 
moment, bat it would not be desirable, it is not just, unduly to tax any person. 
There are persons in the State who complain most unreasonably at any tax 
on the grand duplicate for school purposes. Some are fretful and churlish, and 
are satisfied with complaining; they pay the tax unwillingly, and say so ; 
bat other some— men perhaps with no children in the schools, and possess- 
ed of large tracts of landed property or numerous city lots and dwellings, 
are untiring in direct opposition to the fundamental principle on which the 
Ohio system of Common Schools is based, the modern educational doctrine, 
"that tbe property of the State ought to educate the youth of the State." 
A few such enterprising citizens in that direction, are constantly active, by 
petition or otherwise, to undo what has been done, unloose what has united 
Ohio in a bond of union for educational purposes— they are aiming blows at 
weak points of the law as points to make an entrance by which wider breaches 
may be made in this waell of our pop'nlar defense. 

Now, if, as a business expenditure, our school money is not economically ap- 
plied, if untrustworthy agents squander or foolishly invest these sacred funds, 
the usual condemnation, or a greater punishment, should be visited upon them. 
But the people of Ohio are in earnest to provide competent schoolhouscs and 
the best of Teachers to educate, as near as may be, all the children within its 
borders. 

This must, approximately, be done. To come short of educating as near as 
may be properly, is to entail on the tax payer a heavier burden in the way of 
expenditures for the ten thousand items of courts, fees, jails, penitentiaries, hos- 
pitals, etc., the expenditures of which are reduced in no surer or more speedy 
way than by the spread of education. Education of the intellect does not alone 
prevent crime, but an educated person is better fitted to be operated on by moral 
or religious influence than an ignorant person. 

As a matter of economy, on the score of expense, tax payers would be minus 
less of money dira;//^ at the tax treasurer's office, if education was universal; 
but indirectly their possessions become of more value: property is enhanced 
where labor is educated, and tbe possessor is more secure of his property, when 
virtuous principles operate upon all classes of the society where the laud holder 
has his title deeds recorded. 

But before the tax payer becomes a public grumbler, it should be a source of 
reflection with him, rather as a soothing balm to bis over-charged bosom and 
apparently over-charged pocket, whether he really pays the tax. 

He stands on record at the auditor's office as the one person paying these taxes* 
bat, if he has his property well invested, the tenants of his land, working on his 
farm, and the mechanic at his shop, tenant of the dwelling owned by him, 
naUy pay the tax. 

It is evident that it is not wealth to own land, except so far as it can bo culti- 
vated. The site of Cincinnati was obtained for a sum not exceeding' fifty cents 
anaerc, but John Cleves Symmes, the original proprietor of all the lands be- 
tween the two Miamis, could only become rich from the partial possession of 
his acres. Its untold riches have been created by the combined u.\crtioiis of the 
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farmer, mechanic, manufacturer, merchant, school master, preachers and their 
associate laborers in the duties of making more apt and useful the energies of 
man. 

Longworth of Cincinnati, haying lai^ge tracts of land in Mill Creek bottom 
lying unimproved, soon finds that the "hive" of Cincinnati is becoming too 
small for the industrious bees, and that a portion must swarm, submits willinglj 
to take as his share, both wax left and honey taken, as alternate lot after lot, in 
wonderful increase of value, is deeded to the industrious, enterprising mechanic, 
who is induced to remain in the corporation with a large family of children, 
eating quite as much as the tenant of the square between Third and Fifth Sts., 
east of Pike St, because of the very superior schools that have been kept up in 
the city by liberal taxation. Thousands of trained, practiced mechanics hafie 
stuck to the high-priced premises of the Queen City, economized to pay heavy 
prices for marketing, we know, to continue at the noble Common, Intermedial 
and High Schools of Cincinnati their cherished children, the pride of their eyei 
Mid the God-gifted inheritors of their talents. 

We have named Mr. Longworth — he is a rich man, not so much merely In hi» 
rent rolls and millions of money, but in his rare endowment of mind, which fits 
him to do, in his way, more for the improvement of the age than thousands tff 
wealthy men. He is not cited as one of the grumblers. He pays more taiei 
for schools than any man in the State, but he flk)n't seethe school tax at ^e 
narrow focus many other rich men see it. He has the practical sagacity to see, 
If it is money to him to improve a grape vine or a strawberry plant, it pays hiln 
well to have school houses and Teachers — houses that are good and Teachers 
that are the best. 

The infatuating fear of over taxes for well managed schools is unaccountable, 
only on the ground of a confident reliance of having the best that can be secured, 
or on the acknowledgment that we have lost faith in the sentiment, that the dot* 
lar spent for a true education, saves five in preventing the mischiefs of ignoraBte 
and consequent crime. Grumble not at necessary expenditures of the tax paid 
for schools. 



DISCIPLINE— REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS. 



Dr. Drake, the eminent medical educator of Cincinnati, who had a great heuH 
and hope in the welfare of children, reduced his views on discipline to a few 
heads, having reference to Rewards and Punishments. 

First — Children, like grown persons, act from motives ; and when thojr tnii»> 
gress they have an object in view, which at the moment is dear to them. They 
should then be caiefully instructed in their duties, and have the reason forllw 
laws by which you govern them, as fully explained as possible. 

Second — As there is among them a great variety in bodily and mental tem- 
perament, the character of each should be studied, and the appropriate means of 
rewarding and punishing, selected accordingly. 

Third — Children as well as adults, have their period of undefinable indisposi- 
tion, and consequent irritability of the nervous system and feelings, when df 
course they are froward, feverish and disobedient. Those who govern them 
should look into this matter ; and in meting out their punishments, have respect 



o*r(y ^WfOfAL i>t totroAtiDir, Itt 



t6 Its fTifltaaiee, or, while tlie disease, not known perhaps hj the child. «biU 

eontinoe, omit them altogether. 

Foanh — The excitation of fear is a legitimate means of correction, for all 
correction operates indeed by exciting it, but children should not be frightened 
by threaten ings of goblins or supernatural appearances, for an association of 
iAeas may make them superstitious and timid throughout life. 

Fifth — Both rewards and punishments should be proportioned to offenses. 
Those which are promised and deferred should never be forgotton, and tho^e 
wlitch are inflicted as soon as the ofTbnse is committed, should not be greater 
than if the parent or Teacher had no excitement of feeling. 

It is best to punish and reward on the spot, that both may become associated 
with the occasion in the memory of the child ; but he who can not apportion 
them in the right degree while his passions are up, should wait for them to be- 
6blne tranquil. 

His manifestation of anger is not objectionable, for children have the laws 
Which are to govern them so much identified with the will of the governor, «s 
to think it a matter of course that he should feel indignant or angry; and if 
jtantshed, when he is in that state of feeling, they are less likely to be resentful 
or regard him as cruel, than if it be done in cooler moments. 

Sixth —It has been said of rewards and punishments, that they do not change 
or purify our motives^ but leave the desire to do wrong uncorrected, while they 
deter us from the act. The Bible says, however, ' Train vp a child in the way 
he should gOj and when he is old he will not depart from it;^' if we habitually make 
our actions right, our motives will gradually improve. 

It is, then, of great importance to compel children into regular conduct; for if 
their bad desires are not gratified, they are starved out and at length cease to 
grow, while the good motives from being exercised on their proper objects are 
established in power; in which respect the mind and body are under the same 
Imws of habit. 



PIONEER SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON CO., OHIO. 



No people ever paid more attention to the education of their children, than the 
descendants of the Puritans. Dr. Hildreth of Marietta, who has done so much 
to put on record the valuable history of the first settlement of Ohio, at the 
mouth of the Muskingum river and vicinity, gives it as hi» opinion that the first 
female who kept a school within the present limits of Ohio, was Bathsheba 
RousB, daughter of John Rouse of New Bedford, Mass., who taught the young 
children, of perhaps the most prominent and influential families ever collected 
In one settlement, in the summer of 1789 atBelpre, and in 179 L and 2 in Farmers' 
Castle, the noted spot on the Ohio River, below Marietta and nenr Blannerhas- 
Sct's Island, afterwards rendered so famous. During the winter months, a mate 
Teacher was employed, for the large boys and young women. Daniel Mayo was 
the first Teacher in Farmers' Castle. He came from Boston; a voung man in the 
family of Col. Ebenczer Battellc, in the fall of 1788, and was a graduate of Cam- 
bridge University. 

The school was kept in a large room of the block-house. Mr. Mayo was a 
Teacher for several winters, and during the summer worked at clearing and 
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cnltiratlng his land. He married a daughter of Ck>I. Israel Pntnam, and after 

the war settled in Newport, Kentucky, where his descendants now lire. 

He was Postmaster at Cincinnati at an early day, when that now great city 
was a village. The Post Office was kept in a log honse on East Front St., on the 
bank at the foot of Lawrence St. 

Jonathan Baldwin, an educated man from New England, who afterwards 
settled at Waterford. taught school in block-honse No. 3, part of the time of the 
confinement of the settlers in Farmer^s Castle, in 1791-2. 

These schools had no public funds as at this day to aid them, but were sup- 
ported from tiie hard earnings of the honest pioneer. 

In the winter of 1789, at Marietta, Major Anselm Tnpper kept school in *' Cam- 
pus Martins," in the north-west block- house, wliere also taught Dr. Jabez True 
and Benjamin Slocum, a viell educated man of Quaker parentage. 

Here also tanght a Mr. Baldwin, while a Mr. Curtis, when fear of Indians had 
subsided, taught the rudiments to his class in a cooper shop. The 7th of April 
1788, when the first settlement was made at Marietta, will be celebrated for 
generations in the State of Ohio, as an anniversary of the first settlement of this 
Buckeye State. The Cincinnati Pioneer Association, composed of those resident 
in Hamilton Co. and State of Ohio, previous to the 4th of July, 1812, design cele- 
brating this day, \1&'>7,) by public ceremonies. Hon. E. D. Manfield delivers an 
Address, and the old-time-citizens, male and female, unite in a festival. 



TARDINESS AND ABSENTEEISM. 



The Superintendent of the Cincinnati Common Schools, commnnicatcs to the 
School Board of that city, the following statistics of the schools for the month 
ending, January 2, 1857. 

The number belonging at that date 10.412 

Average number belonging during the month •••.10,593 

Average daily attendance «• 8.542 

Average daily absence. 2,053 

The Board thereupon referred this important subject of absenteeism to a spe- 
cial committee, of which the President, Mr. King, was constituted chairman 
who reported the following stringent rules : 

"At the close of the school, morning and afternoon, every day, it shall be the 
duty of each Teacher to notify the parent or guardian of every pupil, without 
exception^ who was absent or tardy in attendance. The first and second notice 
may be by the printed form, to be supplied by the Superintendent, and may be 
sent by a pupil, but the third shall be served by the Teacher personally. Each 
notice shall be noted opposite the pupil's name in the register by the letter N, 
in the proper column of the day. 

*^ Upon the return of a pupil after any absence, the parent or gnnrdian shall 
give in person or in writing, an excuse, stating the cause. If it shall have been 
the sifkiios'* of the pupil or necessary nttendancc upon a sick member of the 
family or death in the family of the pupil, in either of such cases, the absence 
shall be excused^ aud so noted by the letter E, after the sign of notification, 
made as above. 



OHIO JOURHAL OF SDUOATIOlf • 121 



" In eyery case of absence of a pupil for more than three half days in any fonr 
consecative weeks, for any other cause than those above permitted, the absentee 
shall, mthout exception or favor, be suspended from the school, and the facts im- 
mediately reported to the Trustees of the District or their chairman, and shall 
not be readmitted until the beginning of the next quarter, unless by the written 
order of a majority of such Trustees filed with the Principal of the school." 

The committee regret that under existing laws nothing more thorough or effi- 
cient can be offered as a remedy of evils which demanded all the energy and 
skill of the Board to provide against them. 

The recommendation has not yet been acted upon by the Board. 



EDUCATIONAL MATTERS IN CANADA. 



We have had an opportunity to glance at the voluminous Report made by Dr. 

Ryerson, May, 1857, Secretary of the Department of Public Instruction for Upper 

Canada — a document of 350 pages, containing a mine of wealth in relation to all 

the ramifications of the educational system of that Province—its Normal, Model, 

Grammar and Common Schools. 

As an evidence of the increased interest in education in that Province, it may 
be 8tated*thatone hundred thousand dollars was expended for salaries of Teachers 
in 1855 more than in the preceding year. 

This little fact is noteworthy — The desks and chairs which have been in con- 
stant use during four years, by children from 5 to 16 years of age, are without 
blot or marks, showing the practicability under a government, strict, mild and 
parental, to inculcate upon children order, neatness and care as to the objects of 
their daily use. 

An eminent school superintendent of Ohio, at our elbow, bears witness 
from personal inspection to this creditable report of Toung Canada. Toung 
America of the West, profit by the example ! 

School Teachers grow old in the service in Canada, but when they do, and 
become helpless or infirm, they do not turn them out to die without some pro- 
tection, but give them a pension, devote to their support a portion of a superan- 
nuated Teachers Fund. Whether that feature would be congenial to our soil, we 
can not say. We find some interesting items in the abstract of the personal his- 
tory of the superannuated. 

The Library fund afforded by legislative grant to a School District in Canada, 
is equal to that amount of not less than $5, raised fh>m local sources by that 
district An application must be made under the seal of the municipal authori- 
ties, with a pledge that this will not be diverted fVom public use. This encour- 
agement has no limit 



— We have received a catalogue of the New Lexington Public Schools for 
'56-7, — James Cherry Supt. and Principal of High School. There are 201 pupils 
reported in the various schools, but no memorandum published by which stran- 
gers may know whether New Lexington is in Perry Co., Ohio, or in Texas. 
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APRIL — SPRING — EASTER. 



The fourth month of the year has arrived. In tiiis month, as has 1>een said, 
the badness of creation seems resumed. The vital spark relsindles in dormant 
existences ; and all things " live, and move, an'd have their being." 

The earth pats on her livery to await the call of her Lord ; the air breathes 
gently on his cheek, and conducts to his ear the warblings of the birds, and the 
odors of new-born herbs and flowers; the great eye of the world '^sees and 
shines*' with bright and gladdening glances ; the water teems with life, man him- 
self feels the revivifying and all-pervading influence ; and his 

pirit holds communion sweet 

With the brighter spirits of the sky. 

Teachers and your pupils, the Editor gives you a Spring-time greeting ! 

The vigorous-winged swallow, the messenger of spring, twitters again on 
school-house roof and cottage eaves. 

How appropriate that the instructors of youth should, at this season of the 
year, hold a special interview with their pupils on the loveliness of natural 
scenery — at this jubilee of life, love and liberty, the lovely spring season, to in- 
dulge, with their promising chaiiges, in the sweet thoughts and solacing inter- 
changes of kindly feeling begotten by the soothing sights and sounds of this 
vernal period. " Nothing tends so powerfully to extinguish all bad passions 
and plants more of that herb called heartsease in our bosom, than the.contem- 
plation of the still majesty of nature." Let us make the occurrence of spring the 
occasion of a practical lesson on the sutijects matter of the season. 

Spring commenced on the 20th of March, when the sun entered Aries, the first 
of the spring signs of the Zodiac, and will continue 92 days, 20 hours, and 41 
seconds, while the sun is passing, north of Equator, through the signs of Aries, 
Taurus, and Gemini; the summer season commencing June 2l8t, 7h., 18m., when 
the sun enters the sign Cancer. 

Spring, as the commencement of the natural year, must have been hailed by 
all nations with satisfaction ; and was, undoubtedly, commemorated, in most, by 
public rejoicings and popjilar sports. In spring the ancient Romans celebrated 
the Ludi Florales. The Greeks had their peculiar ceremonies. The Hebrews at 
the occurrence of the vernal equinox sacrificed a Iamb, to commemorate their 
deliverance from Egypt. "Aries," or the ram, was the ensign of God. The Zo- 
diacal sign of that name may be thus derived, or from the golden fleece of the 
Greeks. 

Resulting from the ancient practice of celebrating with festival rites the period 
of the vernal equinox, is that relic of its pristine pleasantry, the general practice 
of making April-Fools on the first day of the month of April. The movable fes- 
tivals of the church for this month are deserving of notice by Teachers, as, in our 
opinion, each day shoidd have its practical notice of what is peculiar to the time 
and the season; that kind of observance of home subjects is valuable, and can 
be now imparted with the most effect. 

Easter-Day is always the first Sunday after the full moon which happens upon, 
or next after, the twenty-first day of March, and if the fcill moon happen upon a 
Sunday, Easter-Day is the Sunday after. The first full moon in 1857, next after 
the 21st of March, occurs on Thursday, the 9th of April— consequently, Sunday, 
April 12th, is Easter-Sunday. 
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Good-Friday, of the Passion week, is on the 10th. Hanndj Tharaday, also 
called Chare or Shere Thursday, is the day before Good Friday, 

Palm Sanday is the Sanday before Easter, and is on the fifth of this month. 

The festival of Easter was instituted in honor of the resurrection of onr Saviour, 
which tools place on the third day after his execution as a malefactor. Friday 
bad been fixed upon as the day of commemorating his death, and as that took 
place on the day of full moon, the first ftill moon after the twenty-first of March, 
was fixed upon as the regulator of the festival. 

The day before Easter is called '* Holy Saturday." In Ireland great prepara- 
tions are made, on the evening of this day, for the finishing of Lent. Children 
are specially interested in the custom of Easter-week of preparing colored or 
" pace eggs." 

The pleasure-taking season now commences, and the Easter holidays bring 
happiness to old and young. 

The sublime story of the Resurrection, involving the welfare of man, should be 
told to youth in such an impressive way as to be profitable by the recurrence of 
the anniversary of Easter. 

The Hebrews observe one week in this month, fVom the 9th to 16th, as the fes- 
tival of the Passover, in commemoration of the escape of the Hebrews in Egypt, 
when God, smiting the first born of the Egyptians, passed over the houses of the 
Israelites, which were marked with the blood of the paschal lamb. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH OF MARCH. 



Congress closed on the 3d. President Buchanan was inaugurated on the 4th. 
A new tariff bill has been adopted, to take effect on the 2d of July next, by the 
provisions or which the fbee list is enlarged so as to include books and appara- 
tus imported for schools and public institutions. Congress has appropriated 
funds to a company to assist in extending telegraph wires across the Atlantie, 
the tariff of prices to be fixed by the Secretary of the U. S. Treasury, and the 
British Government. 

The new Cabinet is thus constituted: 
Secretary of 5tote— Lewis Cass, of Michigan. 
Secretary of the 2V«Mury— Howell Cobb, of Georgia. 
Secretary of TFar— John B. Floyd, of Virginia. 
Secretary of the ^apy— Isaac Toucbt, of Connecticut 
Secretary of the Interior — Jacob Thompson, of Mississippi. 
Attorney GFeneraZ— Jeremiah S. Black, of Pennsylvania. 
Postmaster GFen«raJ— Aaron V. Brown, of Tennessee. 

In the '*Dred Scott" case, a majority of the Judges of the U. S. Supreme 
Court have decided that ^* Negroes, whether slave or free, are not, by the Consti- 
tution, citizens of the United States, and declaring that the Ordinance of 1787 
and the Missouri Compromise are void as to those portions which give freedom 
and citizenship to negroes, and that the legal condition of a slave in the State 
of Missouri is not affected by his temporary sojourn in any other State, but on 
his return, his condition depends on the laws of the State of Missouri." 

The Kansas Territorial Legislature has provided for the assembling of a Con- 
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yenrion to form a State Ck>n8titation, the election of delegates to take place on 
the third Monday in June ; all citizens of the United States who arriyed in the 
Territory preyioas to the 15th of March, (three months before the election) to 
yote for delegates. The Convention to assemble on the first Monday in Septem- 
ber. The Free State men have determined to take no part, and will recommend 
»the aceptance of the **Topeka Constitntion." The emigration to the Territory 
has been very extensive during the months of Febrnary and March. 

Robert J. Walker has been appointed Governor of this Territory, vice Gov. 
Geary, resigned. ^ 

— Lord Napier, the new British Minister, has been accredited to the United 
States Government, and has had a formal reception from President Buchanan. 

— The sabjectof National Education has again been brought before the English 
Parliament. 

— The British are at war with China, and fierce contests are going on at Can- 
ton and other seaports of the Celestial Empire. 

— Samuel Medary, whose first appearance in Ohio was as a School Teacher, 
leaves the Buckeye State appointed Governor of Minnesota Territory. 



Teachebs' Institutes. — ^Tbe generous Law under which the Teachers of 
Ohio are authorized to combine their efforts in the cause of educational training 
and mutual improvement, and for which a limited appropriation is made, should 
not be rendered powerless or inefficient, by inaction or indifference. The Teacher 
must progress in his profession. His social need and craving is for the compan- 
ionship and counsel of associates. The listless are excited, and those of little 
faith encouraged on observing the manner even of an enthusiast, and soon are 
warmed up to a lively appreciation of the pith and matter of his discourse, also 
of their own deficiency, and determine to know and do as true men should. 

The ninety days annually required to be spent by the State Commissioner, at 
least ten days in each of the nine judicial districts of the State, superintending 
and encouraging Teachers* Institutes, furnishing them with laws, forms and 
instruction, conferring with township Boards of Education or other school 
officers, counseling Teachers, visiting schools, and delivering lectures on topics 
calculated to subserve the interests of popular education, &c., is designed, we 
believe, to include the months of March, April and May. 

May the almost apostolic zeal that inspired the lay efforts of the Pioneer agent 
in the field of Teachers' Institute enterprise, kindle the heart, and glow on the 
tongue of Rev. A. Smyth, the incumbent State Commissioner. Let the Teachei s 
of the State be alive to this subject and embrace these opportunities to enrol 
their names on the subscription list as subscribers of the Journal. 

Printed Prospectuses have been prepared, which we hope will be circulated 
by friends of the Journal on all occasions, and for convenience, they are enclosed 
in printed envelopes, addressed, *^ Ohio Journal of Education, Columbus." 

The following note from the State Commissioner, will explain the general 
outline of the plan of his visitation throughout the State. 

Office of Ohio State Sghool Commissioner, { 

Columbus, March 26, 1827. ) 

Section 50 of the School Law, requires that the State Commissioner of Schools 

spend ninety days, annually, in traveling, lecturing, etc., throughout the State. 

When the great amount of other labor which the law lays upon this officer, is 

considered, it is apparent that this requisition is severe and anreasonable. Bnt 
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it is my intentioa to perform, to the letter, this demand. And for the purpose 
of informing any who may take an interest in the matter, I hereby give notice 
of my intention to spend most of the time from April 8th till July 20th in this 
service. 

Daring that time I hope to visit the eastern and soathem portions of the State, 
Inclading ttie counties of Ashtabula, Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Summit, Portage, 
Trumbull, Mahoning, Stark, Columbiana, Tuscarawas, Carroll, Jefferson, Harri- 
son, Guernsey, Belmont, Monroe, Noble, Morgan, Washington, Athens, Meigs, 
Vinton, Jackson, Gallia, Lawrence, Scioto, Ross, Pike, Highland, Adams, Brown, 
Clermont, Warren, Hamilton, Butler, and as many others as my time will per- 
mit. 

Some of these counties I may be obliged to pass by in my tour, and others, 
not here named, I doubtless shall visit. But when I depart from my established 
route, to attend Institutes, or for any like purpose, it will be in fniflUment of 
special arrangements. Economy of time and expense demands tyttem in the 
performance of this work. 

I shall, if possible, visit the county seats, as I wish to confer with the Auditors 
in regard to School interests. In some of thecountfes I shall spend but a single 
day, in others, two or three. To each point of visitation, I shall send word suffi- 
ciently early that due notice of lecture, etc., may be given. 

A. SMYTH, 

State School Commissioner. 



Reform Schools in Ohio. — Our space will not permit us to publish one 
tithe of the interesting*information proper to be communicated, in reference to 
the enterprise recently embarked in by the General Assembly of Ohio, which 
provides for a proper punishment and reformation of Juvenile offenders. It is 
worth a line of liveliest congratulation, that no more minors are to be confined in 
our Penitentiary, It will be a source of infinite blessing to these unfortunates 
and to humanity, that a christian-like and statesman-like mode of treating boys 
and girls convicted of crimes and misdemeanors punishable by the State, has 
been adopted in Ohio. 

— Mr. Jos. Sullivant, President of the School Board, Columbus, was presented 
with a gold-headed cane by the Teachers of the schools, at a general meeting oJt 
the Teachers, on Friday, the 27th ult, the closing day of the winter term. 

— See advertisement of Morton & Griswold, Publishers, Louisville, Kentucky, 
of something fresh and racy, a grand book for the boys. The Common School 
Speaker, by Noble Butler, A. M. 

A. series of Grammars by the same author, will be spoken of at large in an ad- 
vertisement in next number. 

— Observe the announcement of Messrs. J. B. Cobb & Co., which appears in 
our advertising columns. 

The circulation of the Journal promises to be largely increased, and affords ail 
excellent vehicle for publishers and others to communicate to the reading public. 

The Governor of this State, Salmon P. Chase, and a State Senator, Stanley 
Matthews, have been invited, and are expected to deliver addresses to the Ohio 
State Teachers' Association, to be held in Steubenville in July next. Mr. Mai- 
thews delivers an address at Kenyon College, on the 1st July, during the coin- 
mencement exercises. 
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Self-Dekial.— To teach children to practice self-denial, is, probablji the 
greatest doty of all moral and religions training. Self-denial consists in resist- 
ing and subduing every unlawful appetite. It does not consist in denying the 
appetite itself, but its unlawful activities and excesses. The best way to initiate 
children into acts of self-denial, is to exhibit an example of it in our own con- 
duct. ' 

A schoolmaster had about a dozen pupils, who lived with him, and who, with 
his wife and assistant, had their repast together. On one occasion, Mr. Wright 
(for this was the master's name) received a present of a pheasant. The cook, 
imagining that pheasants were not common things for school boys, thought she 
would bring it nicely cooked, just as the boys had finished their dinner, and were 
about to leave the table, so that the master, his wife, and assistant, might enjoy 
ft alone. Accordingly, just as the boys were about to stand up and give thanks, 
in came the servant with the pheasant. Mr. W. asked why it had not been 
brought in before, as they had now finished their dinner; when the cook replied, 
that she thought the pheasant was for her master only, and not for the boys. 
** Oh." said he, " I never allow any thing to be brought to my table which I do 
not wish all to partake of, for this, indeed, would be setting an example of sel- 
fishness which is quite contrary to what I think is the system of moral train- 
jng." He then requested the boys to be seated, and invited them also to partake 
of the pheasant. Being a skillful carver, he contrived to serve every one present 
but his wife and himself with the dainty, for when he had served them round, 
there was nothing left. Mr. and Mrs. W. were much pleased that the boys en- 
joyed themselves with the present they had received, and the boys were aston- 
ished when they observed that Mr. W. had served all except his wife and him- 
self. The next day, one of the boys received a rich plum cake from his mother. 
Having presented some of it to Mr. and Mrs. W., he distrib*:ted it liberally 
amongst the boys, and gave also a piece to each of the servants. As there was 
only a small portion left for himself, one of his schoolfellows came to him and 
said : " You have acted very foolishly in not keeping the cake for your own en- 
joyment." "Why," said the generous boy, " did you not observe how Mr. W. 
served oat all the pheasant yesterday, and kept none for himself? And do yon 
think that I could be so selfish as to keep all this present for myself alone, and 
not share it with others'? I can assure you that I feel very happy in thus impart- 
ing of my enjoyments to others, and my happiness is much greater than if I had 
followed your advice, and had kept it all for myself!" The selfish boy felt him- 
<elf rebuked, and was ashamed of his conduct. After a short pause, he said — 
'* You are quite right, and when I receive a plum cake from my mother I will go 
and do likewise." 



— The 7th of April is the anniversary of the first settlement of Ohio, made 
in 1788, at Marietta, then in the North Western Territory. 

The reflections of any patriotic Teacher will furnish materials for an impres- 
sive lecture or conversation with his or her pupils, on the growth and cause of 
prosperity of the Buckeye State. Let the occasion be profitably improved. 

^ We ask the attention of the newly elected Auditors and the members of the 
Township Boards of Education, who are invested with the care and custody of 
•ehools in this State, also the Township Clerks and County Boards of Exam* 
inert, to the propriety of encouraging the *' Ohio Journal of Education," hj a 
liberal sapport. 
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Thb Librabt Ssction of ths School Law.— No action has been taken 
by the General Asfembly of Ohio on thii subject, since that reported in the 
March nnmber. If the management of the fnnds, or the working of the Ma- 
chinery of the library feature have been illy directed, we are pleased to say, that 
the remedy for snch defect is easy and sure. We, certainly, are not doubters 
that the right can be done, and that the oood way can be chosen. Search about 
and find what's wrong, but don't break up the whole machinery 1 We look 
forward with glowing hope to the time when free libraries shall be opened near 
each school house, as the wells and springs of pure water now are, near these 
" people's colleges." Faint not, Legislators; fear not, people. 

We specially urge that the library clause may be retained, on account of the 
families of the State. It appears that schools, on an average, are kept up only 
about six months of each year. 300,000 pupils, 17,000 Teachers would be sup- 
plied daring the remainder of the year with useful instruction, if tree Public Li- 
braries were kept open throughout the year, without regard to the sessions of 
the schools. 



CiTT School Sufsrintbndbnts.— For the purpose of ascertaining more 
perfectly, and of defining more accurately, the nature and extent of the public 
duties of City School Superintendents, and of embodying the experience of snch 
school officers, a number of the practical Superintendents of Schools in the 
cities and incorporated towns of Ohio, during the session of the last State 
Teachers* Association, formed an association at Columbus, Dec. 3l8t, 1856. 

A. J. Rickoff, Cincinnati, President; M. P. Cowdery, Sandusky, Vice President; 
A. Samson, Zanesville, Secretary ; Wm. Mitchell, Norwalk, Treasurer. 

By the Constitution, any person acting as Superintendent of any of the Pub- 
lic Schools of the State of Ohio, may become a member of the Association by 
subscribing to the Constitution, and paying one dollar, and contributing annu- 
ally thereafter, one dollar to its funds. 

The next meeting will be held at Cincinnati, on Tuesday, April 28th, when the 
following reports will be made : 

Mr. Cowdery, on the relations of Superintendents to Boards of Education and 
Teachers ; Mr. Rickoffi on School Reports ; Mr. Duncan, on Teachers' Meetings ; 
Mr. Nelson, on Courses of Study and Classi^cation of Schools. 



The Salary Committee of the Cincinnati School Board, hare recommended 
that Teachers' salaries be increased after next June. Male Principals of Inter- 
mediate Schools, to have from $1200 to $1500 per annum ; female Principals, 
$100 to 600 ; Intermediate District School, male Principal, from $900 to $1200 ; 
females, from $300 to $420. 

— A nnmber of warm fHends, who consider it their duty to remain subscribers 
to the Ohio Journal of Education as long as they live, have been cut off from 
receiving the same since December, when Mr. Smyth applied the rule " pay as 
you go." Send on the names friends — the Journal will be mailed to your ad- 
dress if ordered. 

— Yerr kind words of congratulation have been expressed towards the Editor 
entrusted with the care of your Journal, Teachers. The Press have spoken of his 
efforts and of the Journal, in such terms as to lay him under increased obliga- 
tion to strive yet more sincerely, and with more ability, to elevate the standard 
of Teaching in Ohio, and make the State Teachers' Association a worthy instru- 
mentality in bringing about *^ the good time coming." 



128 OHIO JOURNAL OF BBUOATIOK. 



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL. 



GEOGRAPHY. 



The amount of capital now invested in the publication of works on this sub- 
ject, is enormous. Within a few months nearly half a dozen "new series/* and 
as many non- serial works have appeared, and the cry is, still they come ! 

This ayalanche of new works — as one has expressed it — eyinces a great dis- 
satisfaction with the results attained by their predecessors. From some defect, 
either in matter or method, the great amount of time spent in the study of Geo- 
graphy has proved on the whole too poor an investment. 

Nor do I think the di£9culty has yet been wholly removed. In many import- 
ant particulars, some of the recent works are great improvements on the old ; 
yet they alike partake of the nature of dictionaries or limited cyclopedias. This 
we believe to be the radical defect. In no elementary work, with which we are 
acquainted, is Geography treated as a science. On the contrary, their classifica- 
tion is meagre, their principles undeveloped, and in some instances, their facts 
almost infinite ! 

The lower works of some of the more recent series contain, it is true, very 
much less matter than similar works previously published, but with no more 
claim to scientific arrangement. The High School Greographfes, as they are 
termed, are still burdened with a multiplicity of facts. Nowhere in the series- 
Physical Geographies excepted — are the climate, productions, &c., of different 
countries presented in the light of fixed principles. Nearly two hundred polit- 
ical divisions or states, are treated as isolated and independent. The scholar 
passes fW>m one state or country to another, committing — only to forget at close 
of recitation hour — the same endlessly varied repetition of *' the soil is generally 
fertile " — " the principal products are wheat, com, oats and barley," or *' rye, 
oats, wheat and barley." ' 

The above remarks refer more specially to the descriptive than local matter of 
these works, for upon this point reste the difficulty. The great defect in the old 
works was in descriptive matter. Scholars examined a few weeks after laying 
aside the study, were found to possess only general and often indistinct notions, 
which they had gathered from the theory of zones, &c. fieyond this their 
knowledge extended only to local Geography, or a knowledge of maps; and 
this too as a result of " going through the book half a dozen times." 

The question naturally arises, if, as a matter of fact, scholars retain lit^e of 
the descriptive matter of our Geographies, should much time be spent upon it ? 

Our position is, that a knowledge of Maps, and a familiar acquaintance with 
the names and location of important places, should be the first and principal 
object of primary training. Ideal Maps with prominent features in bold relief 
should hang upon the walls of the scholar's mind. Such knowledge forms a 
basis for the successful study of descriptive Geography and for intelligent read- 
ing. In a country, the keels of whose ships part every navigable water, and 
whose trade is enriched with the products of every clime, the practical nature of 
such knowledge cannot be questioned. The intelligent reading of the daily 
paper even depends upon it. It is indispensable and the schools must furnish it. 

Of course some knowledge of descriptive Geography should be thrown in, to 
fix and interest the mind. Indeed we do not object to the descriptive matter of 
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onr introductory books. This matter shoald doubtless be read and ased by the 
scholar. We only object to the committing of page on page of this descriptiye 
text. Some portions of the deBcriptlTe matter of the primary book should 
doubtless be recited. 

When, however, the scholar !■ prepared to enter upon the great field of descrip- 
tiye Geography, we contend the work should be a icientific one. He should be 
taught the laws of climate, the distribution of animals and plants, climatal zones, 
the continental systems of relief, ftc The scholar will thus be prepared to de- 
scribe particular artificial dlTislons of the earth's surface in the light of scien- 
tific principles. Geography thoa taught, becomes a noble science, and one of 
the most interesting and important of the sisterhood. b. e. white. 

Portsmouth, Maboh, 1857. 



• *»•• » 



MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT. 



PBOV. W. H. TOUNO, ATHENS, EDITOR. 



QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 

No. 1. Find tbe difference between 1 fur. 2 inch., and 39 rds. 5 
yds. 1 ft. 9 inch., by Compound Subtraction. a. a. k. 

No. 2. For Mental Solution. — A and B purchase a melon, 
paying 5 and 3 cents, respectively. C joins them in eating it, and 
pays 8 cents for his share. On the supposition that each eats a third 
of the melon, how shall the 8 cents be divided between A and B ? 

No, 3. What is the length of the longest straight, inflexible rod, 
that can be put up a chimney, whose height from floor to mantel = 4 
feet, and whose depth from front to back ^ 2 feet ? e. m. s. 

Remarks. — No. 1 is not inserted as a difficult problem, but as pre- 
senting some obstacles in subtracting not usually found in our arithme- 
tics. All communications for this department should be addressed to 
the Editor, "Ohio University, Athens, 0.," and, to be in time, should 
be mailed by the 1st of the month preceding that in which they are 
expected to appear. 

Errata. — At the foot of the first page of Mathematical Department, 
last Journal, the word ** apply" should read supply ; and on the next 
page, ** teaching a chain of sequences,'* should read tracing a chain, etc. 
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DR. ELI8HA KENT KANE. 



A nation's sorrow has becnmanil^sicJ by all die visible lestlmonials boQotablf 
to the dlsdngulelicd deail. The Arctic Explorer, and srarcely ieae dlstlngulxlied 
hietarian of Ms Expedition, Dr. Kane, Is no more 1 

The flinerfti corlegt, accompanying bis mortal romainB. from ihe baling iihores 
of Cuba, where declining health lerminated In death, hae Just passed through 
the cities and towns of larious States on tbe roale from New Orleuna, by Ciocin- 
nali to Philadelphia, where his asheb are nriied, nad nas attended and escorted 
bf the popnlBce and ciric authorities ai nil points, in great nnmbere, marking 
In a noted manner, tbe heartfelt homage paid by all elassea to the moral hero- 
Deeming that TeacberB may desire to hold up this worthy exemplar of many 
. noble virtnes, to their pupils, we have availed ourselves of the profTer of Ihe 
directors of the Cincinnati Gaiette, who have afforded as the opportnnity of 
pretentlng to the readers of tbe Jonmel, a likeness of Dr. Sane, engraved by 
Ur. Cochen. Wood Engraver, Cinclnnall. 

Dr. Kane was born In fhlladelpbia, on the 3d of February, 1E22, and died in 
Uarana. 
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The history of the recent Arctic Expedition, which he commanded, la well 
known to every American. Tributes to his memory are coming from every city 
and hamlet in the land. The death of no man in the present century has been 
so deeply, so nniversally monrned. " His career was a matter of national pride, 
and his death is a matter of national lamentation. His was a character singu- 
1 arly grand in its separate elements, and matchlessly beautifnl in the harmony 
of their combinations. The powers of a naturally keen and comprehensive 
mind had been strengthened by earnest culture, and developed in the widest 
range of practical and scientific attainments— and these in all their fullness con- 
secrated to the loftiest aims of beneficent usefulness. 

** His intellect was at once strong and beautiful— keenly analytical with the 
severest philosophy— and exquisitely imaginative with the loftiest poetry. The 
combinations of his moral character were siill more remarkable and wonderful. 
To the truest and tenderest sensibility were added the most iron will and the most 
indomitable decision ; and with a dauntless bravery that equaled the glorious 
chivalry of the old ideal and fabulous heroism, was blended a calm, practical 
judgment— a marvelous and majestic patience— a t>eautiful simplicity and mod- 
esty; all rarely equaled in human biography. Meanwhile, suffusing all that 
character as with a heavenly light, and blending all its rare qualities as with a 
Divine solvent into one exquisite amalgam— there was a living and controlling 
purity which made the whole man a living sacrifice to his fellows, and laid down 
all the spoils i^nd trophies of his triumphs at his Master's feet. Qualities seldom 
combined, and indeed seemingly antagonistical, were found in his heart and life, 
each in fullest power, and all in loveliest harmony. He thought like a philoso- 
pher — he wrote like a poet— he acted like a hero— he felt like a child— he lived 
like a man— he prayed like a Christian." 



— The practice in Object Lessons, in primary grades, should not be confined 
to the school room. History and Geography should begin at home. If we 
want a boy to know some day the families of the Herods and the Csesars, let 
him start by learning who were his grandfather, aunts, uncles, cousins, &c. So 
of places and current events. The things that touch us nearest should interest 
us most. Geography should begin from the school walls. Which side of the 
room does the sun rise on ? Does Main St. extend east or north ? Topography 
should precede Geography. 

In attendance recently at a semi-monthly meeting of the Principals of the Cin- 
cinnati Public Schools we were pleased with the evidences that the simplest 
means were to be taken in each of their schools to develop the natural powers 
of the minds of their pupils, not to cram them with lessons learned by rote. 

The Teachers of the several schools agreed that the exercise for the next two 
weeks shall be on objects, a knowledge of which is obtained by the sense of see- 
ing. Pupils to give the names, spelling the words, also classifying, as to parts, 
colors, etc. Teachers writing legibly on the blackboard the various names to be 
copied by pupils on their slates. 

Moral instruction is systematically given. A narrative is read, say from 
Cowdery's Lesson, and commented on. The last theme was, "Think, speak 
and act the truth." The next subject for illustration is, " Do good to all as you 
have the opportunity." 
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Words from the "Normal Sinokr." 

8L0WLT ARD OEITTLT. 



SPEAK EYEB eEKTLT TO THE CHILD. 
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not the cold and careless thoughts which time has taught thee well, Nor 
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breathe a word whose bit - ter tone dis>tru8t might seem to tell. 
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SPEAK BVEB GENTLY. 



Speak ever gently to the child so gaileless and so fVee, 

Who, with a trastful, loving heart, puts confidence in thee; 

Speak not the cold and careless thoughts which time has taught thee well, 

Nor breathe a word whose bitter tone distrust might seem to tell. 

If on that brow there rests a cloud, however light it be, 
Speak loving words, and let him feel he has a friend in thee ; 
Nor ever send him from thy side, till on his face shall rest 
The joyous look and beaming smile, that mark a happy breast. 

Oh! teach him, this should be our aim, to cheer the aching heart, 
To strive, where thickest darkness reigns, some radiance to impart ; 
To spread a peaceful, quiet calm, where dwells the noise of strife, 
Thus doing good and blessing all, to spend the whole of life. 

To love, with pure affections deep, all creatures great and small, 
And still a stronger love to bear for Him who made them all; 
Remember, 'tis an angel's work that thus to thee is given, — 
To rear a spirit, holy, pure, prepared to dwell in heaven. 



NEVER GIVE UP! 



Never give up ! it is wiser and better 
Always to hope than once to despair. 

Never give up ! or the burthen may sink you, 
Providence kindly has mingled the cup ; 

And in all trials and troubles, bethink you, 
The watchword of life must be. Never give up ! 

Never give up! there are chances and changes. 
Helping the hopeful a hundred to one ; 

And, through the chaos high wisdom arranges 
Ever success, if you'll only hope on. 

Never give up ! for the wisest is. boldest, 
Knowing that Providence mingles the cup ; 

And of all the maxims the best as the oldest, 
Is the true watchword of Never give up ! 

Never give up ! if adversity presses, 
Providence wisely has mingled the cup ; 

And the best counsel in all your distresses 
Is the stout watchword of Never give up ! 
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



Macaulay an Scotland;^ a Critique, hy Hugh JUiUer, 

This true Scot and ready writer was fired with indignation at what be consid- 
ered an inJQstiee to history done by Mr. Macaalay in the manner in which Scot- 
land is spoken of in his famoas History of England, and particolarly the spirit 
of depreciation exhibited in his writings to the Presbyterian ciergy of old. Scotia, 
at the period of the Eevolation. He charges upon the party reviewed "" willful 
and studied exaggeration." 

For sale, Boston, Goald & Lincoln ; Cincinnati, Geo. S. BlanchaitU 

American Almanac, 1857. 

Th'is standard work i^ too well known to demand more than the announce- 
ment that it is faliy equal to the former excellent numbers of this annual, so indis- 
pensable as a vade mecum to all who desire to be posted up in the details of use- 
ful knowledge culled with so much care and fullness for this manual. 

For sale, Boston, Gould & Lincoln; Cincinnati, Geo. S. Blanchard. 

The Travels and Adventures of Celebrated Travelers in the Principal 
Countries of the Globe. 
This is a substantial work of 830 pages, illustrated in oil colors, mezzotint en- 
gravings, and wood cuts, published by Henry Howe, Cincinnati, and, we believe, 
sold only to subscribers. It is a valuable collection of histories of recent and in- 
teresting travels. 

HandrBook of Illustrated Proverbs. 

The same publisher has issued a useful work, its scope indicated by the title. 
Connected with it are sketches from real life, designed to do good. 

Young Men^s Mercantile Library Association, Cincinnati, 

We are indebted to the courteous Librarian, Mr. Stephenson, for a copy of the 
22d Annual Report. The two spacious apartments dedicated to the Library and 
Reading Room, in College Hall, Walnut street, are a school room of instruction. 
17,500 books, newspapers and magazines from all parts of the world, and the 
following statuary and paintings: 

Silence: A Marble Statute, life size; By Mozier. A Marble Bust of Gen. Wm 
Henry Harrison; By Clevenger. Bust of John Quincy Adams ; By King. Bast 
of Webster; By King. Bust of Agassiz; By King. Bust of Daniel Drake, M. D.; 
Full Length Portrait of Gen. Wm. Henry Harrison ; By Beard. Full Length 
Portrait of Charles Hammond; By Beard. A Landscape; By Cole. Portrait of 
Hezekiah Flint; By Kellogg. A Portrait; By Brannaa. 

Periodicals.— The School Journal, New Britain, Connecticut, for the month 
of March is on file. We should be glad, if room allowed, to transfer from it an 
article on " Instruction in Drawing," the elementary instruction of which we be- 
lieve should be attended to extensively, even in primary classes. 

The March number of the Pennsylvania School Journal contains many inter- 
esting articles, amongst which is the 23d annual report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools of Pennsylvania. 

March number of the New York Teacher received, containing a variety of in- 
teresting articles, amongst which we notice specially, '* Department of Pupils-*' 
addressed to Teachers of Primary Schools, by Mrs. Lydia H. Sigourney. 
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We acknowledge with gratification the reception of two jonmalSf one in Eng- 
lish, the other in French, volume 1, namber 1, each, pnblished in Montreal, 
Lower Canada, issued Febraary, 1857, nnder the editorial supervision of Pierre J. 
O. Chauveau, Superintendent of Education. A promising work is being done lor 
education in the Canadian provinces. 

Bros. J. P. Ellinwood, and C. Rogers and E. C. Ellis are making a spirited papc^ 
of the " Teacher's Advocate," published monthly, at Dayton, Ohio. 

We have received the March issue, Vol. 1, No. 1, of a new monthly, eight pages, 
published by Dennis & Smith, New York city. Price 50 cents per annum, entitled 
'' Educational Herald." The proprietors give attention to the school book and 
purchasing agency. 

From the reading matter we cut the following: 

THE AMBRICAK COMMON SCHOOL. 

Based on the solid rock of truth, 

See Freedom's Temple rise I 
The gateway for inquiring youth, 

To glory and the skies. 

Let monarchs boast of victories won 

Beneath war's iron rule; 
We boast our best achievements done 

Within the Common School. 

There, trained to every nobler art, 

Brought up at wisdom's feet, 
Vigorous in mind, and strong in heart. 

Our embryo armies meet. 

And thence, in Freedom's panoply, 

From Reason's armory drawn, 
To guard the birth-right of the free, 

Our annual hosts have gone. 

Nor blazoned arms, nor battle's din. 

Can our good cause sustain : 
But virtue, truth, and power toithinf^ 

And here that power we gain. 

We have received the December issue, No. 2, Vol. 1, of** North Carolina Com- 
mon School Journal/' published quarterly at Greensboro and Raleigh, and edited 
by C. H. Wiley, State Superintendent of Common Schools. 

There are mines of valuable incidents and materials of interest in this publica- 
tion in reference to the enterprise of common school education in the " Old 
North State," which we wish we had room to present in the form of abstract. 
Success to your persevering pioneer and hopeful missionary work. 

The Third Annual Report (for the year ending August 31, 1856,) of the State 
Commissioner of Common Schools to the General Assembly of Ohio, has been 
printed in pamphlet form, and distributed. We gave in the March number of 
the Joamal a summary of this valuable report. Mr. Barney has comprised in 
his closing communication a vast amount of important information on the sub- 
ject of public education in Ohio. This report is now ready for distribution. 
They will be sent to the Auditors of the several counties, where they can be ob- 
tained by school officers, teachers, and others who may desire them. 
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ITEMS. 

Writihg Fluid. — Messrs. Butler & Parr, who have furnished large supplies of Ink to the 
Public Schools, which has been approved by many of the Teachers, have an advertisement of 
their Writing Fluid in this number of the Journal. 

Mr. Gundry, famed as an instructor in Penmanship, also advertises a Writing Fluid, pre- 
pared by him, and extensively used in the West. See advertisement of his long-established 
Ck)mmercial College. We have three scholarships in this Institution for sale — two for $40, 
and one for $25. A reasonable per cent, will be deducted, in the disposal of the same, for 
cash. 

— Mr. Adolphus Lotze, for many years engaged in the manufacture and setting up of Heat- 
ing apparatus, advertises his peculiar claims to popular support. 

Music for the Scbools. — According to promise, we have furnished in this number a page of 
music, and design continuing this feature. For convenience of use in school rooms, a page of 
music will be printed on separate sheets, and sent, postage free, by mail, for seventy-five cents 
a hundred slips, to those ordering the same and enclosing that amount, in postage stamps, to 
Prof. L. W. Mason, Cincinnati, O. 

— In the May number of the Journal, we propose to furnish impressions from a steel plate 
engraving of the Hughes High School, of the city of Cincinnati. 

A Suitable Rook for School Housnss. — A fire-proof and a water proof roof for school edifices, 
is the great desideratum for Boards of Education. Messrs. Matthews, Caldwell & Co., Cmcin- 
nati, 0., advertise such a roof, as we have reason to believe. Read the certificates, and con- 
aider the principles of its construction, 

— The State Teachers' Association of Iowa has an organ, in the " Voice of Iowa," an Edu- 
cational monthly commenced last January, by J. L. Enos, editor, late of the Cedar Valley 
Times. We have not received a copy, however. ^ 



— J. Markham has resigned the Superintendency of the Plymouth (Richland Co.) Union 
School, and leaves for Minnesota. J. B. Gettman, formerly of Herkimer, N. Y., late of Fitch- 
ville, Huron Co., succeeds him, assisted by Rev. E. J. McClelland in the High School. 

— We have received "Our Exponent," a creditable monthly Journal, conducted by the 
pupils of the "Norwalk High School," Huron Co., 0. 

— Tlie Chicago Mechanic's Institute has just issued the first number of a monthly, called 
the Chicago Magazine. 

— The pupils of Groveport edit an able paper, entitled the Rose Bud. The friends of Educa- 
tion in this part of Franklin Co. are active, and recently had a pleasant Reunion and Festival. 

— The pupils of the Schools in Newport, Ky., under the charge of Prof. Edwards, edit a 
manuscript newspaper, which has considerable merit in manner and matter. 

— The " Morning Star " is the title of a paper published in the Georgetown (Brown Co.) 
Schools, at the close of each term. The Brown Co. Institute meets on Monday, April 6th ; the 
Union Institute meets at Steubenville, the same day. 

— The High School of Zanesville had an Exhibition on the 27th March. We regret to learn 
that Mr. Samson, Sup't, has resigned, and will leave a profession he adorned, to devote him- 
self to the book business. 

The Legislature has been invoked to enact a law by which the rich Mclntire fund in that 
city may, on proper conditions, be united with the Common School fund, in carrying on the 
education of Zanesville youth. 

— E P. IngersoU, late Principal of the West Jefferson Union Schools, has taken charge of 
Rockwell Street Grammar School, Cleveland ; and Mr. J. S. Burnham, of that place, has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy of Mr. IngersoU at West Jefferson. 

-T- We did not have the " Felicity." As we were about starting to attend the *' Institute " 
in Clermont Co., we received a dispatch from Bro. Carter, that the meeting had been deferred 
until fall, on account of the spread of the small pox in the town of Felicity. 



THE NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LIBRART 



AS10H. LL^f^y. ANT 
•^ILDKN POU'NDaTION: 






III 



i 

i 



•T- f * V 






t. ' 



iiourn;ii 









^;'- ' : M ii I- - ^» 



1--"^ (huntt- A'HVh 



4 » 



• i i; t : 






f 



tifty-fi»u: o: ;?»• :.t .'. 
reoert fmun-.-iAti;-:..- '..;!'" • ■ ■"' 
distribut'O'J ^o i.-j'.*?: • »■.•} ' 
:h as wjvurhl uf :l":-. .- ? ■• •, 
rt to the ni'-:': •\' ;■« i •■ • ".■' ■ 
'Tbe followinp: acl ... ' 
17th inhtan?. . 



.i"- : 



I . ^ • ' 



1 ■. . • _ o \ 

■/• ■ ■ 



« ' I 



::r :'l\i:;;;.'- 5 



■ -.y .- . ,: 



. ' * I . 

"' ■ : I ■ ;Z 

■■.r J.. .■ 



■-■■ -^f 

!■■" ■ 



:■»:• »■ 



« . .\ 



..«.■■ 



- :■.. "I . ■ :j. ■<, 1 i" 



•'I ■ 'l'- ..■ 



JAb art to HUKTif! :iii<i ■■ ■ 
y. Hi* rtorfriirl;?i!tiMi, ■,»if.i-r. 
March J tiii, iSi <■' 

Suction :. 7J» •: «."■■..»#■»< 

aadwi thrf!« <:•" 'bf v.- «■ :*r. . -a • !•♦ -. .>:;;■■ 
r jEljiC Mid ;|ii'cvtt';ft "^iJi 'U i\^' ■■.■.":». ;;•: 

ImiAikin to^JijUN. ■ '■ . r ■"• f- =i-.. < ■■ 

l-^OIiio.and taitt:? lii.^ ■•• '■•■ ■.:■•.= •■;;r-:i ■ 

Olkttl t)'f •.!"«i-.Ji-'*. .1 '.. '. »' . ■' •■ :n!'. .- 

14-v Ai:^;'i- •'('.'•. . ■:\ 'f r-:-, . ;•:•■.?'.. ■■ 
pafv*". -^r »»'i: i'^": ''. ■•: " ^■'' • '."»** li."- M.v. 
ViUiia !•■... i:.. ■ rt?";' : ■ . :■■■"• *>; 

al*W; p«?«* ■' ' ■ • ••' • ••- ■'■■- ■••::■! .t ! ' 

*fiici": » •••'•■ * '• ' *• ' '' '■ '•■■'-■ : ' I ■■ '■ ■.■'•.■- ■"' 



I I 



'•. i . 



.1 
.1 



■•« Ik 



W6 




THK 




10 Mmxul 0f ^hitation* 



COLUMBUS, MAY, 1857. 



CIRCULAR 

To Oauniy Auditor*, and Boards of Education of Toumships, 
, Citiet. and Incorporated Villages. 



OrriCK OF State Commissioner of Common Schools, > 

Columbus, Ohio, April 20th, 1857. ) 

GxNTLKMBN : I deem it proper to call your attention to the recent 
•elioD of the Legislature, amending various provisions of the general 
Bebool Law of the State. At the earliest period practicable, there will 
be published, agreeably to requirements, specified in sections fifty three 
and fifty-four of the School Law, a new edition of the same, embracing 
he reoent modifications, together with forms and instructions, which will 
be distributed to each county for the use of school officers. But inas- 
niiicb as several of these amendments demand your immediate attention, 
I reaort to the more expeditious mode of addressing you by circular. 

Tfae following act was passed by both branches of the Legislature on 
the 17th instant : 

** An act to amend, and supplementary to an act, entitled 'an act to provide for 
tfae reoriraniKation. supervision and maintenance of Common Scliools/ passed 
March 14ch, 1853.'^ 

SacTiOir 1. Be it enacted by the QeneraX Assembly of the State of Ohio, That 

Section three of the act aforesaid be so amended as to read as follows : Sec. 3. 

The aaid directors within five days after their election shall take an oath or 

afflrmation to support the Constitution of the United States, and of the State of 

Ohio, and faithfully and impartially to discharge the duties of their office; which 

aaid oath the directors are authorized to administer to each other. And in case 

a Taeancy shall occur in the office of director, by death, resignation, refusal to 

aerre, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the township clerk to fill such vacancy 

within ten days after t>eing informed thereof, by the appointment of some suii* 

able person, who shall hold his office until the time of the next annual meeting, 

when a director shall be elected for the remainder, if any, of the unexpired term 

in the manner prescribed in section two. 

ToL. VI.— No. 6. 10 
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Sec. 2. That Section four of Raid act be so amended as to read as follows : 
Sec. 4. If the qualified voters of any sab district shall fail to meet and elect 
school directors, as prescribed in sections two and three, it shall be lawful for 
any three qaalified voters of such snb-district to call a special meeting of the 
voters of such snb-district, for the purpose of electing directors, on first giving 
five days' notice in writing, of the time and place of holding such meeting, by 
posting the same in three of the most public places in such sub-district ; and the 
directors so elected at such special meeting shall hold their offices for the unex- 
pired term which they were respectively elected to fill. 

Sec. 3. That Section eight of said act be so amended as to read as follows : 
Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the directors in each sub-district to take, or cause 
to be taken, annually, between the first and third Monday of September, an 
enumeration of all the unmarried white and colored youth, noting them sepa- 
rately, between the ages of five, and twenty-one years, resident within such sub- 
districts, and not temporarily there, designating between male and female, and 
return a certified copy thereof to the township clerk : and in case the directors 
in any sub-district shall fail to take and return the enumeration aforesaid, it 
shall be the duty of the township clerk to employ a competent person to takda 
the same, and allow him a reasonable compensation for his services ; and shall- 
proceed to recover the amount so paid for such service in a civil action, before= 
any court having jurisdiction, in the name of the State of Ohio against said- 
directors, in their individual capacity ; and in such suits said clerk shall be a. 
competent witness ; and the money so collected shall be applied to the ase oG. 
Common Schools in the proper township. The township clerk shall make tarn 
abstract of the enumeration so returned to hifn, designating the number of jouttaB 
in each snb-district, and transmit such abstract duly certified to the count]^ 
Auditor, on or before the first day of Obtober. 

Sbc. 4. That Section twelve of said act be so amended as to read as follows -: 
Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the township board of education, to hold regnlaai 
sessions on the third Monday of April, and on the third Monday of September^ 
in each year, in the usual place of holding township elections, or at such plac^ 
in the immediate neighborhood as may be convenient for the transaction of anT* 
business which may be necessary in relation to the subject of either the^Primaiy 
or Graded Schools of the township, with power to adjourn from time to time, or 
to hold special meetings at any other time or place within the proper township, 
as they may think desirable for the transaction of business as aforesaid, and at 
all such meetings shall appoint one of their number *to the chair, and in case of 
the absence of the township clerk, may appoint one of their own number to serve 
temporarily as clerk. 

Sec. 5. That Section nineteen of said act be so amended as to read as follows: 
Sec. 19. The board of education in each township shall prepare or cause to be pre- 
pared, and forwarded to the county Auditor, on or before the first day of Octo- 
ber, a statement exhibiting the number of children in the township between the 
ages of five and twenty -one years, distinguishing between male and female ; the 
noraber of schools, specifying the different grades, the number of Teaches 
male and female, the number of children, male and female, who have attended 
school during the past year, the average attendance, the length of the terms of 
schools, compensation of Teachers, male and female, the number and condition 
of the school houses and ftirniture, and the estimated value thereof ; the number 
and condition of the books in the school libraries ; the number of libraries, the 
kind of school books used in the schools ; the number and value of school appa- 
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ntu, and * ftill ftotoaat of the ezpenditorefl for scImqI pvrposat, togetber 'wM 
tBch otker statietiee and information in relation to schools as the State Gooi' 
missioner of Schools may reqnire. 

Sso. 6. That Section twenty-two of said act be so amended as to read as fbl* 

lows : Sec 22. It shall be the duty of the board of education of any organised 

township of the State, annually to determine by estimate as nearly as practic*- 

hle, the entire amount of money necessary to be expended in the township fof 

purchasing school honse sites, for erecting, famishing and repairing school 

bouses, for providing fuel, and for any other school purpose other than the pay<i 

>Dent of Teachers, not exceeding two mills on the dollar of the taxable property 

of the township. Provided, that if, in the opinion of the township board, A 

greater tax shall be necessary for said purposes during any year, the board shsil 

eall a special nieeting of the qualified voters of the school district over whiek 

ttiey have jurisdiction, which meeting shall be called and held in the mannetf 

prescribed in the preceding section, and shall decide by vote the question whether 

scAch greater tax or any other greater tax for said purposes than two mills out 

le dollar shall be raised. It shall also be the duty of the board, to estimate' 

'a^ch additional amount as they may think necessary, not exceeding two milM 

>^xi the dollar of the taxable property of the township, for the exclusive purpose 

sustaining Teachers in the central or high schools, or for the purpose of pr<H 

-^^^^nging, after the state funds have been exhausted, the terms of the several sub* 

^stricts or primary schools in the township, or for both purposes as the board 

lay adjudge best; these several amounts of money so estimated or decided upon, 

be board shall make known by certificate in writing, on or before the first TAon* 

ay in June in such year, including any tax which may have been voted by A 

;pecial meeting of electors as provided in the preceding section, to the Auditof 

f the proper county, who shall thereupon assess the entire amount of sudl 

stimates on all the taxable property of the township not included in ahy cfty 

incorporated village or territory annexed thereto forming any special district 

be entered by said Auditor on the tax duplicate of the county, and collected, 

^>y the county Treasurer at the same time and in the same manner as state and 

^^onnty taxes are collected ; and when collected, shall be paid over to the treas- 

^^rer of the proper township on the order of the county Auditor ; and said 

^2oanty Treasurer shall be entitled to receive for collections one per cent, on alf 

snoneys by him collected for school purposes, and no more. 

Sbo. 7. That Section twenty-four of said act be so amended as to read as fbt- 
Xows: Sec. 24. All school funds which may come into the hands of the town- 
ship treasurer, from whatever source, shall be paid out only on the order of the 
clerk of the board of education, under the direction of the board; except in 
paying Teachers for their services, the said clerk may, on such Teachers present-^ 
i ng their certificates of qualification and depositing with the clerk true copies 
t hereof, draw the requisite orders on the treasurer for such amount as may have 
been certified to be due by any two of the local directors of the proper subdis- 
t rict in which the Teacher was employed, and so much of the school moneys 
coming into the hands of the treasurer as may be derived from the state tax or 
from any township tax levied for the continuation of schools after the state 
fund has been exhausted, or from such school funds as arise from the sale or 
rents of section sixteen or other school lands, shall be applicable only to the 
payment of Teachers in the proper township, and shall be drawn for no other 
purpose whatever; and all school funds made applicable to the payment of 
Teachers only, shall be distributed to the several sub-districts, and fractional 
parts thereof in the township in proportion to the enumeration of scholars with 
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the exception of fo mvch of the township tax af may hare been lOTied and 
reserved bj the board for sustaining Teachers in the central or high schools, and 
with the farther exception of so machof said township tax as may be necessary 
fbr prolonging the schools the required length of time in' those sub-districts 
which contain comparatively a small number of resident youth of school age, 
and which owing to sparseness of population, or other unavoidable obstacles, 
eannot be enlarged without serious inconvenience to the inhabitants ; and such 
school funds as arise from the sale or rents of section sixteen or other lands in 
lieu thereof, shall be distributed to the localities to which such funds belong. 
All other school funds of the township not raised for the central or high schools 
nor made applicable to the payment of Teachers as aforesaid, shall be applied 
tinder the direction of the board in procuring school house sites, building, fur- 
nishing and repairing school houses, providing fuel, and in making such other 
provisions for schools in the sub-districts of the proper township, as may in the 
opinion of the board be necessary ; and the board of education of each township, 
city or village, shall make the necessary provisions for continuing the schools 
In operation in their respective townships, or separate school districts for at least- 
six months in each year. 

Sec. 8- That section forty of said act be so amended as to read as follows r: 
Sec. 40. The auditor of each and every county shall, on or before the fifth day of" 
November, annually, make out and transmit to the Commissioner of Common. 
Schools, at Columbus, an abstract of all the returns of school statistics mad^ 
to him from the several townships in his count}', according to the form thafc 
may be prescribed by the State Commissioner; and he shall cause to be distrib— 
Qted all such circulars, blanks, and other papers, including school laws and doc- 
uments, in the several townships in the county as said commissioner shall law- 
fully require; in case the county auditor shall fail from any cause to make 
return of the abstract as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the county commissioners 
to de^ct for every such failure from the annual salary or allowance made to 
t he auditor for his services, the sum of fifty dollars. 

8£C. 9. That section sixty four of said act be so amended as to read as follows : 
Sec. 64. The debts which have heretofore been contracted by any school district 
for school purposes, shall be provided for by the estimate of the proper school 
l^oards created under the provisions of this act, and actions may be brought 
against such boards to recover the same. 

Skc. 10. No sub-district composed of the fractional parts of two or more 
townships which is now organized or may be hereafter organized, shall be dis- 
solved, changed or altered, unless by the concurrent action of the boards of 
education of the several townships which may have territory included in such 
•ub-district. In raising and expending money in such fractional sub-districts, 
other than for the payment of Teachers, the ratio shall be the taxable property 
of the respective parts of townships in such sub districts included. 

Sec. 11. If the directors of any sub-district dismiss any Teacher for any frivo- 
lous or insufficient reason, such Teacher may bring suit against such sub-dis- 
trict, and if on the trial of the cause a judgment be obtained against the sub dis- 
tricts, the directors thereof shall certify to the clerk of the board the sum so 
found due, and he shall issue an order to the person entitled thereto, upon the 
township treasurer, to pay the same out of any money in his hands belonging 
to said sub-district, and applicable to the payment of Teachers. In such suits 
l^rocess may be served on the clerk of the sub-district, and service upon him shall 
be sufficient 
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8bo. 12. That sections three, foar, eight, twelve, nineteen, twenty«two, twenty* 

four, forty and sixty-four of the act aforesaid, be, and the same hereby art 

repealed. 

N. H. VAN V0RHE8, 

Speaker of the House <^ Bepreaentativet* 

, THOMAS H. FORD, 

President qf the Senate, 
Dated April 17, 1857. 

The partioalar attention of Township Clerks is called to the first 
section of the act, defining their powers and duty respecting the ap- 
pointment of Bii^ctors to fill the vacancies which maj occur in that 
office, — of Boards of Education to sections six and seven, which 
relate to the assessment and disbursement of school funds, — and of all 
achool officers, to the several sections which prescribe the times for 
taking the enumeration of youth, and making the reports which the law 
requires. Truly yours, 

ANSON SMYTH. Com'r Com, Schools. 



RULE AND ROTE TEACHING. 



Gleanings from Cincinnati Teachers* Library, 



Mbbb rules never reach the depths of the soul, and are therefore 
forgotten as soon as they are out of use ; and what is learned by rote ia 
little better than so much useless lumber in the mind. Rules, in many 
cases, are not mere negations, — they are positive evils : they rarely, if 
ever, aid the development of the mind ; in many cases they positively 
retard it. By rules we attain results, without the labor of investigation. 
There is something soporific in rules, — something which throws an en- 
feebling languor over the intellectual powers, — something which gives 
to us the pretensions of the empiric, and the knavery of the juggler. 
We hold that the JRule and Bote system, as it is usually followed, is 
intellectually and morally erroneous. 

To the earnest instructors of children we would say : Never teach 
by rules, when you can teach by principles ; never get a child to learn, 
any thing by rote, until he understands the subject matter ; when ho, 
understands it, he will then readily learn it by Iieart and not by rote,—' 
the subject will have penetrated his soul, — he will love it, because it 
has become a part of himself, — it will be engraven on his mind, as 
with a pen of iron, and there it will remain, unchanged and unchange- 
able, forever. 
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Bone teaoben, m order to gain a reputation with tbe wonder-kmng 
JmbHo, pnt the language of philosophers into the mouths of children,— *- 
make them reeite Euelid with the volubility of parrots, and chatter 
abaut olimatology, entomology, and a host of other ologies, — give them 
rules and technical forms by which they solve problems which demand 
the powers of a mathematician to investigate. Now there is a deception 
in all this, for the pupils are made to appear what they really are not, 
— children in years and powers, they are made to mimic all the gravity 
and wisdom of the sage ; and what makes the deception more deeply 
culpable, the children themselves are made parties to the falsehood. 

In promoting the gradual development of the faculties of childien,. 
we should especially attend to 

THB CULTIVATION OV HABITS. 

Habits, according to the old adage, become a seeond nature,-— tbejF 
render kbor easy, and the performance of duty a pleasure, — they for- 
tify us against the contagion of bad example, and shield us from the 
force of sudden temptation. Intellectual habits are not less essentia] 
to the man than those habits which have a relation to conduct : thus, 
for instance, the habit of working out results from first principles and 
not by rules, exercises a most salutary influenee in the devdopment of 
children. 

Habits of thought, as well as habits of conduct, can only be estab- 
Hshed by time, repetition, and practice. Useful habits are formed 
gradually, — a little thing done well leads the way to the performance 
of a greater ; and what appears hard to-day may, by repeated trials, 
lifecome perfectly easy to-morrow. As right habits can only be formed 
gradually-, we should never exact too much from a child. Habits of 
attention, reflection, application, industry, virtue and piety are best 
inculcated by example, rather than by precept ; for children are pecu- 
Sarly imitative beings. If the parents of a child, for instance, are 
always employed, the child cannot long remain idle, — he will soon 
Squire the habit of industry ; and so on to other cases. Well-timed 
practical examples or illustrations, will have more influence in develop- 
itig the character of children than abstract rules or precepts. And as 
lio proposition should be given without a proof, so no duty should be 
exacted without a Te&son.^—JSduccUional Expositor, 



'* To-day 
The bhie ejred May 
Once more her jocand reign renews." 
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€ommumcatton0* 



ON THE BEST MODE OF EXAMINING TEACHERS. 



ThiDgs of the greatest importance, are frequently of the least esteem. 
In the economy of nature, the myriad^ of insects unknown and un- 
imagined by the unobserving, are essential not only to the well being, 
but even to the very existence of the higher gradations of organized 
nature. In complicated machinery, how frequently the harmonious 
action and unerring accuracy of beautiful mechanical combinations are 
marred by the looseness of an apparently insignificant screw, or the 
imperfect working of some unseen or unnoticed portion, having, to the 
superficial observer, scarcely any apparent connection with the machine 
itself. And thus, in the body politic, throughout our State, if in the 
eyes of the mass of our citizens there are any offices of but little im- 
portance in their estimation, they certainly are the offices of Member of 
a Board of Education and Member of a Board of School Examiners. 
Tet upon the efficient performance of the duties of these offices the 
success of the vast and important scheme of Public Education in Ohio 
depends. 

A few remarks upon the duties of School Examiners and the mode 
of executing these duties, will not perhaps be inappropriate at the 
present season. 

Boards of Examiners are frequently compelled to award a lower grade 
of certificate than the one applied for, or to reject a candidate. This 
cannot be done without the feelings of individual members experiencing 
a severe trial. Many lack moral firmness to so great a degree that they 
cannot find it in their heart to say no, while conscience warns them of 
the evils arising from assenting to the admission of Teachers wholly ub- 
qaafified for the duties they aspire to assume. This, at the outset, is 
the most important obstacle. The object for which the office was orear 
ted is virtually defeated, if unqualified Teachers are permitted to enter 
our school houses and injure rather than improve the minds of those 
committed to their care, while School Examiners themselves by such 
malfeasance become an impediment and an injury to public education, 
unqualified to the public trust reposed in them, and unfriendly to the 
rising generation around them. It is not to be supposed that Boards 
of Examiners designedly act thus,- for the belief that there is a very 
general feeling throughout the State among our Examining Boards that 
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i« urging them to be more streDUooB and rigid, prompts the preieiit 

article. 

Boards of Examination would do well to lay down certain written 
rules of action. They should deliberate- in the calmness of a private 
meeting upon the best mode of conducting their examinations, awarding 
certificates, and otherwise performing their duties, and then under the 
pressure of a public examination, thej would have a definite standard 
to which to refer, and by which they could act unmoved or unbiased 
by prejudice, favor, pity, or any other appealing influences. 

The following rules and remarks may serve to assist some Boards in 
forming, for their future guidance, such rules as will enable tbem to 
execute their responsible duties faithfully, efficiently and beneficially. 

I. Examinations should be held frequently. 

Examiners should execute the duties pertaining to their office yroiti 
a love for public education, not under the influence of the feeling that 
these examination days are bores, and may be got through with with as 
little trouble and labor as possible. In many counties examinations 
are held at such protracted periods, that when examination day does 
arrive the examiners are completely stormed by so large a crowd of 
anxious, impatient, and confident candidates, that it becomes impossible, 
in a single day, to ascertain the fitness or unfitness of one tithe of those 
presenting themselves. The very object of the office is thus defeated 
by the pressing necessity that exists for it. 

II. No candidate should be examined unless the preliminary requi- 
sitions adopted by the Board of Examiners have been complied with. 

These requisitions might be — 

III. Every candidate shall submit in writing to the Board, at least 

days before the time appointed for examination, a certificate of 

good moral character, properly signed ; and an original statement of the 
amount of experience possessed ; the views entertained upon education ; 
the text books preferred ; the mode of instruction and discipline prac- 
ticed ; together with such other remarks, communications or opinions, 
as the Board may deem it advisable to require, or the candidate to vol- 
unteer. 

The reasons for this may be thus briefly suggested : Very many 
unqualified persons would thus exhibit evidence of their utter unfitness 
beyond question or cavil, at the very outset. They could be privately 
informed by the Board of their want of ability to succeed in an exam- 
ination, and the irritation and shame of a more public exhibition of 
incapacity would be obviated; while ignorant interferers would be 
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nndeDiably answwed if they presumed to qaestion the aetioD of the 
Board, because some cherished protege of theirs had been rejected. 
Again, how frequently it happens that applicants confident of their own 
utter inability, will wait and loaf around the Examiners' office on exam- 
ination days, till they have ascertained the temper of the Examiners, 
and the number of i^>plicant8, and then take the most fayorable time 
for slipping easily through, while very many happen in at the time an 
examination is in progress, and think that they may as well get a certifi- 
cate as not, with perhaps no definite design of ever using it except as 
chance or good luck may dictate. By adopting a rule like this, there- 
fore, unqualified teachers, indifferent teachers, and those who merely 
teach for a speculation, would be if not excluded altogether, at least so 
surrounded with obetaclesv that none but the best, and therefore the 
least objectionable, would remain after the sifting. 

To enable applicants to comply with these requisitions, 

lY. Boards of Examiners should advertise the day and hour of 
their examinations, and dearly specify the mode by which candidates 
riiould apply. 

v. Examinations should be conducted by means of printed or writ- 
ten questions, and candidates should be required to- reply in writing to 
every question in the same style in which they would require similar 
replies from their own pupils. 

In regard to examining by means of printed or written questions, the 
following suggestions are made : 

Let a Board of Examiners draw up about five different papers, upon 
each of the following subjects, viz: Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography 
and History, Discipline and Instruction, Natural Philosophy, Algebra, 
Geometry, etc., etc. Let each of the five papers on each subject be 
numbered from 1 to 5. Those numbered 1 would constitute the first 
set, those numbered 2 the second, etc., and each set might be used in 
rotation ; thus the same set of questions would never be used but thrice 
in a year at the utmost. 

If this be objected to, as too laborious, then let there be four or five 
single papers drawn up, each comprehending in itself an entire examin- 
ation paper, and use these in the same manner. Where a Board of 
Examiners have access to a oommodioos school room, the questions can 
be written on the black board, and then printed papers might be deem- 
ed unnecessary. 

Let each question have a definite value assigned to it, known only 
to the examiners ; and let a definite period of time be allowed for the 
solution of the questions on eaeh paper. 



14)6 •BIO JOUBNAI. Of IDUOAnMi. 



Ap^ieants sbodd tktn be eredited with the rdoe ef enA q^ o i tiop 
iatisfaetorilj answered, or with a preportioDate amoiuit for a credilabk 
attempt. 

The total amount of all these assngned values on each set of papers 
or paper being known, the Board might detemiae upon three per 
centages; as, 50, 70 and 90, and deeide that whoever obtained this 
amount of credits should be entitled to a third, second or ferat class 
certifies tO; while any person who fiiiled to receive 40 per oent.shoakl 
be excluded from any other examination for six months. 

While candidates were engaged upon one paper, the examining com- 
mittee might be inspecting work alieady handed in om another -*— and 
marking them accordingly. ' 

There should be neither moving about nor conversation. No oppor- 
tunity for communication, copying the answers of others, or other col- 
lusion, would then occur, and '* every thing woald be done with de- 
ceney and in order." 

Applicants should, by printed notices at the head of each paper, be 
warned of this, and also forbidden to copy questions from the paper 
and carry them off for future private stody. They shouhi be made to 
forfeit their certificate on conviction of such aa act, as k would in itse^ 
be evidence of bad moral character. 

Applicants should be further instructed to leave their Poet-Offiet 
address with the Board of Examiners, that theur certificate m^t be 
sent to them, after their papers had been carefully examined and the 
awards assigned. 

Where this mode of examination fails to elicit satisfactory resolts, 
(Nral examination should of course be resorted to, but this will seldom 
be necessary. 

YI. The Questions proposed shoiikl be plain and definite, calculated 
to exhibit the ability of the applicant, and not simple *' eatch ques- 
tions" liable to entrap and confuse. 

The writer has known so many instances of this BOft, that it is pre* 
sumed they are too familiar to all well-intentioned Boards of Examin- 
ers, to need any further reference to them. 

YII. A list of applicants who have received certificates, arranged 
in the order of their merit as exhibited by examination, should be pulh 
Mshed in the county papenk 

This would act as a healthy stimulus to teachers. It would enure 
to raise up in our midst professiomxl teachers, who wcmld gradually 
supersede these who only teach periodically, when they cannot do bet- 
ter, without prejudice to able laboeers of this (dass. 
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YIIL No certificate of a lower grade than one pref^iously gi^en, 
ahould ever be awarded to aoy teacher. 

It might be tacitly understood by the Board of Examiners, that 
where a teacher assigns a satisfactory cause for not having done so well 
aa previously, this rule should not be strictly construed. 

The rule itself, however, would also tend to produce a healthy indus- 
try among our teachers, and make them ever anxious to improve^ and 
ever fearful of falling below previous grades. 

It is not intended that these rules should be regarded as infalliUe 
dicta. They are designed merely as suggestions which are not only 
suiiceptible of improvement, but which must be modified to suit the 
surrounding circumstances of every individual county Board of Exam- 
iners. 

On examination it will be found that they can be adapted to every 
community. Where teachers are well qualified, the per centages can 
be rated high ; where a county is not favored with an able class of 
teachers, the per centages can be rated low, and gradually raised, as a 
persevering application of this mode of examination gradually raises 
the standard of intellectual and educational ability. 

All sudden changes are dangerous ; but it is hoped that well-inten* 
tioned and energetic Boards of Examiners would find that these rules 
embody a system calculated to relieve them of all the unpleasantness 
attendant upon their labors, and gradually enable them to benefit com- 
munity, and reap honor to themselves, by a faithful execution of the 
highly important trust confided to their care. H. 



SHALL WE TURN THEM OUT ? 



A Common School is a sacred trust committed to the Teaeher^s cere. 
A trust for which he is responsible to God, to the parents of his pupils, 
and to the community at large. 

If the Teacher be wise and worthy of his office, he will gnard with 
sleepless yigilanee, every avenue through which any adverse influence 
nay reach his schokrs. 

With precepts drawn from the ** best of books," and enforced by a 
<%reet example, he walks among them daily, building them up in good 
^bite, and leading them safely in the plain and happy path of obedience 
and truth. 
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' At length be discovers that one upon wbom be bas bestowed much 
anxious care, shows signs of general disafiection, which, in time, ripen 
to positive disobedience in school, falsehood and tmancj. Sach are 
cases of very painfal trial to any right minded Teacher, for it is always 
more or less difficult to determine whether such a pupil ought to be 
retained in school, or be dismissed. 

In a great number of cases the conduct of the notoriously bad scholar, 
is the result either of the general neglect, vicious example, or the posi- 
tive instruction of his parents at home. 

We all know that thousands of youth in our beloved State, are ruined 
through the advice and by the consent of their parents. In the Public 
Schools of all the large towns and cities in the State, there are many 
children whose lives at home bid defiance to all reforming influence at 
school. Taught by their parents the doctrines of infidelity, which are 
practically carried out in the home government, the greatest incentives 
to lofty effort are crushed out, and life becomes a stupid round of care, 
interrupted only by vicious indulgence, or Sabbath breaking pleasure. 

Many such children are kept even during the short recess at noon, 
in the bar-room of the coffee house, where they are made hourly &mil- 
iar with the low profanity of bloated beer drinkers, and often witness 
and participate in the outbreaking wickedness of the violent drunkard. 

Here he is taught to swear, and lie, and steal ; here the hard labors 
of a Teacher are continually thwarted; his good counsel disregarded, 
his example laughed at. But this is not all. 

From these sinks come the pupils back to school, to mingle daily 
with those who are comparatively pure. And doubly mischievous will 
be the example of any such pupil, if he be a boy of talent. He will 
be admired for his promptndbs in recitation^ and equal promptness in 
all means of deception and open falsehood to shield himself or his com- 
panions from punishment, for talent will always command respect for 
itself, despite the character of its possessor, from even the primary to 
the supreme bench. 

Whenever any bad boy succeeds in winning the attention of his com- 
panions, and exciting their admiration for his talent, the Teacher's influ- 
ence over that school for good, is in imminent danger, for admiration 
quickly leads to imitation, and a conflict with the Teacher's authority 
soon follows. 

Many Teachers have had to regret the ease and rapidity with which 
a bold and unscrupulous boy has risen to absolute ascendency over the 
minds of his younger associates. 
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What, then, shall be done ? Shall impurity and defection be allowed 
to spread from such a source, and pupils who are quiet and gentle, and 
learning rapidly under a good government, be made restive and unhap- 
py by the bad example and insidious influence of a vicious boy ? 

With what argument will the Teacher answer any parent who asks 
why his child has been exposed to such contamination ? and when these 
boys have grown to be men, and evil habits have ripened into crime, 
how will he answer the commonwealth that cries out, not only against 
being robbed of virtuous citizens, but against taxes to support crim- 
inals ? 

Have not the mischiefs to which we have alluded, often resulted from 
the opinion that our Public Schools are free to every man's children, 
and that they should be reformatory schools, so far at least, as not to 
exclude any from receiving instruction therein ; and should not the 
remedy be applied by quietly dismissing the stubborn offender, and 
consigning him to the kind care and instruction of the Teachers in the 
reform school proper ? 

We would be distinctly understood as not speaking in favor of any 
relaxation on the Teacher's part, in giving moral and religious instruc- 
tion in school; we rather urge upon all, redoubled diligence in the work, 
at the same time advocating the dismissal of all refractory pupils in 
preference to their retention in school, and subjection to repeated pun- 
ishment for repeated offenses. ^— ^ D. 



TEACHING THE SOUNDS. 



Among the many modem improvements of Education, none is more 
valued than that of instruction in the '* Elementary Sounds of our 
Language." There are few schools in which ic is not daily, and we 
might say hourly, practiced. 

The method pursued (and we have but one method) is to have the 
ehildren recite the sounds in concert and consecutively, rapidity 
being not the least end in view. Now what valuable exercise is there 
in this ? Does it impart strength, to have the exercise of to-day, the 
same as that of yesterday or of last week ? Yet the vocal exercises of 
our 6th grades are as vigorous as those of our 1st. 

What opportunity is afforded for the detection of error? The rapidity 
with which the sounds are uttered, is such as to prevent the Teacher 
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from exercising any mipervision, or deciding upon tbe parity of a single 
tone, and hence it frequently happens that all manner ci impurities are 
perpetrated day after day, until they beeome fixed habits. 

Again, the beauty of voice frequently consists m giving to certain 
sounds a clear, full, prolonged enunciation. This is particularly the 
case with the long vowels, and certain of the sub-vocals, but here the 
pupil learns to consider all of the same length, and would never know 
from this practice that we had a long sound in the language. How 
much of our rapid reading habits has its origin here ? 

The tone in which the sounds are given is almost invariably a 
he€td tone, and if there is one evil in reading more pernicious than 
another, it is the use of head tone. A man may use Aspirate, or Gut- 
teral, or Nasal, and not injure his lungs, but the practice of heaid tone 
will work to the damage of those seats of health. 

We might continue this list of the evils which the improper practice 
of Elementary Sounds leads to, but we only point to the results of our 
work. Listen to the sweet harmony of the infant voice, and hear that 
voice again as it recites the lessons of the upper grades, and then say 
if we are not perverting the most effective means we have of teaching 
purity of tone, into an injury to our pupils. Pbimus. 



— In the camps of the allied armies in the Crimea, so great was the Babel of 
language, that tbe importance of a knowledge of modern langaages has been 
strikingly illustrated. As tbe United States is becoming one of tbe leading Com- 
mercial and Missionary powers of the earth, and the posts of the highest dis- 
tinction and greatest trust as liable to be involved upon the worthy humble, as 
the aspiring sons of fortune, provision should be made for attaining practical 
instruction specially fitting youth as travelers, merchants, and for embassies 
and Diplomatic trusts. 

In Russia, military interpreters and traaslators are taught a variety of modem 
languages as a part of their educational system. Throughout the land, young 
and able students are diligently trained to carry on free intercourse with foreign 
nations. We must be practical, by making such provisions and by schools of 
agriculture, mining, civil engineering, etc 

— A distinguished Georgian lawyer, as related in Harper, say^ that in his 
younger days, he taught a boy*a school, and requiring the pupils to write com- 
positions, he sometimes received some of a very peculiar sort. The following 
are specimens : 

On Imdustrt. — It is bad for a man to be idol Industry is the best thing a 
man can have, and a wife is the next. Prophets and Kings desired it long, and. 
died without the Site, Finis. 

On thb Seasons.— There is four Seasons, Spring, Summer, Antnmn and Win- 
ter. They are all pleasant. Some people may like Spring best ; but as for me^ 
give me liberty or give me death. The End. 
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PROV. W. H. YOUNG, ATHENS, EDITOR. 



QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 



No. 4. If a building 30 feet long is being moved on rollers, how 
far will it move in passing over (me roller ? a. b. o. 

5. Prove that the three lines, drawn from the angles of a triangle 
and bisecting the opposite sides, pass through a common point. 

Omega. 

6. Suppose a railroad to be level from A to B, and to descend , 
from B to 0, 40 feet to the horizontal mile. If cars run from A to B, 
and so on to C, at the rate of one horizontal mile in two minutes and 
forty seconds, will the wheels, when they arrive at B and begin to de- 
scend toward C, continue in contact with the rails; or will they pass 
any distance from B toward C without touching the rails, and if so, 
how fiurT A. A. K. 

Correspondents furnishing problems, will please send therewith their 
own solutions when practicable. All communications for this depait* 
ment should be addressed to the editor, " Ohio Univeruty, Athens, 
Ohio." 



Carnot, of France, in a report to Napoleon in 1813, says : 
" Sire, th^re exists an example for the progress of reason, furnished' 
by a country of the N^w World, more recently, but perhaps better civ*, 
ilizad, than most of the nations of what is called the Ancient World. 
When the Americano of the United States resolve upon founding a 
town, or even a village, their first care is to introduce public instruction. 
As soon as they transmit the implements of agriculture, these men of 
sense, the pupils of Franklin and Washington, well knowing that what 
is equally necessary for the wants of man as the cultivation of land, the 
covering of houses and the preparation of clothing, is the cultivation 
of his mind." 
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"FLOW OK THOXr SHIHlJia^ 

Words ftrom the "School Htmn Book." 



ff 



G. G. Glabek. 
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Itr. DUKTT. 
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1. "Flow on thoa shi-ning rir-er/' Flow gent - ly to the 

2. Through meadows now me - an - der, With grace -ful sweet de- 

|1_H ^_^ 
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sea. Flow on in beauty ev-er, With all thy mel-o - dy. 

lay ; And now through green woods wander, Where scarcely peeps the day: 



CHOKUS. Mr 
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Where has thy 
Now, where the 



gen 
lof 



tie cur . rent strayed? Let 

ty bank hangs o'er, Down 
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8. Its murmurs now increMing^ 
On thy glad current goes ; 
And now, with roar unceasing, 
The rapid torrent flowg ; 
And now, all tossed in feathery foam, 
It seems impatient for its home. 



#. Flow on, thou shining river, 

Thou soon shalt reach the sea { 
Thus we are passing ever. 
And haste away lilce thee. 
Wave after wave, in ceaselera flow, 
0, may the stream thy glsdness know. 
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(05Uorial JDqjartment. 

OPENING OF A SCHOOL IN THE MORNING. 



How much the order and discipline of a school depend npon a methodical 
whole-hearted, hopefnl, live Teacher! 

We attended the opening exercises of a school during the past month, where 
such a one is the goidiog body and spirit, and made the following ohserrations : 

Fifteen minutes before nhie o'clock the Teachers appeared according to the 
requirements of the Board, and reported personally to the Principal ; (all Teach- 
ers failing so to report, except from personal sickness, or unavoidable canse, 
suffer deduction ttom their salary of one fourth of a day's pay for each failure.) 

The pupils are generally anxious to be in time for the opening, as it is con- 
ducted with some slight forms, attractive and impressive. 

Five minutes before 9 o'clock the bell is rung, and the groups of sportive 
romping boys, in the enclosure before the door, and the green or hillside without, 
quickly hasten to form in three parallel lines in close order, and await a given 
call or whistle of the Principal fh>m the window of the school. All is in ordoT) 
the pupils having taken position according to grades and room, march without 
disorder to their respective class rooms. The boys and girls of the 1st, 2d and 
3d grades, headed by their respective Teachers, arrived at the side doors of the 
large Hall in 3d story, proeeed, at a given signal, and by the music of the piano, 
with music book in hand, and arms folded, to enter the exhibition Halt 

The sight of two hundred youths of both sexes, fiices clean, hair arrangod, 
dress in order, eyes bright and glowing countenances, thns entering with meas- 
ured pace and buoyant step this inner temple of learning, is no Indifferent spec- 
tacle. At signal, while on their feet, they stop; by signal are brought to order 
and seated. Here a short calisthenic exercise is gone throngh with by all the 
the scholars, which concentrates their attention, that might otherwise be dissi- 
pated. 

Fronting the whole school, the seven Teachers in a line, the Principal, two 
male and four female instructors rise, their pupils still seated, a glorious family, 
and proceed as follows : 

The Teachers each with a bible in hand, the house so still that the ticking of 
the clock is heard, commence reading the 19th Psalm- 
Teachers ~'* The heavens declare the glory of God; 

Papils, (without book, and in complete concert and order,)— And the firma- 
ment showeth his handywork." 

And so on, alternately thnragh the fourteen verses, the last one, " Let the words 
of my month, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sigh^ O 
Lord, my strength and my Bedeemer," being repeated in unison, and occasionally 
a portion of a verse that has more than two snitable divisions, and not four. 
The Lord's Prayer was chanted by Teachers and pupils. The effect is magical ; it 
is solemn and impressive. 

The Principal then stept forward, and in a clear and earnest, but affectionate 
tone, slowly repeated this sentence: "A wise sonheareth his father's instroc- 
tlon." 

One of the Teachers then playing an accompaniment on the piano, the sc^iool 
onited in singing, ttom the Normal Singer, page 182, the following verses, to the 
tnoec^ Dnadae: 
■11 
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**How Bhall the young secure their hearts, 
And guard their liyet from sin? 
TI17 word the choicest rules imparts, 
To keep the conscience clean. 

Tis like the sun, a hearenlj light, 

That guides us all the daj ; 
And through the dangers of the night, 

A lamp to lead our waj." 

And thus proceeded: 

I troBt that the anecdotes and lively fllnstrations of moral pi«cept8, which 
hare flrom time to time rehearsed to yon, have not seemed puerile, or heen 
judged too simple ; they were childish stories, but they have impressed me, as 
I beliere they have yon. Children's ways and childlike innocence should be 
our example, for of these little ones it has been declared, * of such is the kingdom 
of heaven/ 

I read yon for instruction, this short story, entitled, 

"i didn't khow which to take." 

The brightest of black eyes has Jenny Merton, the merriest laugh, and the 
quickest footstep. Nobody is dull where she is. She comes into a house like a 
ray of sunshine ; and the best of sunshine is a happy spirit. A gay, fh>licsome 
spirit is Jenny's, that finds the world fall of things to do, to love, and to laogh 
about Every one is glad to see Jenny, the little children are glad, for she is 
such a capital hand to play. Babies are glad, for she never hurts them. No 
one ever heard her say she could have a good time if it wasn't for the poung one. 
She never calls babies youttg ones, she don't think it is respectful ; but she will 
play with her baby sister hours at a time, and calls it fun, simply because she 
loves her. But Addie Brown, who wants to go nutting, ftets and pouts, and was 
once heard to say, that she thought babies were a nuisance. She forgets who 
took the little ones in His arms and blessed them. 

Jenny is not happy because her fkther is rich, and she has many playthings, for 
such is not the case, and many children of rich parents are peevish and frettal. 
Neither is she happy because she is so often at the head of her class ; no, that is 
not it. I will tell an anecdote of her that will give the reason. 

One day I told her where there was a plate of peaches, and that she might go 
and get one. She came back, saying she didn't know which to take. I asked 
her why ? " Because they are all so large," was her reply. There is the secret ^ 
she isn't always looking out for the best things for herself, therefore she gets the 
best things. She has a happy and a loving heart fh>m the Loi^d, ** who foigets 
not the smallest of his creatures." I 

This instructive story, read to be understood, was appreciated ; the little red 
thread of moral instruction woven in the web of the story, was teen by nearly 
all, who listened attentively, as the Principal received a ready reply when he 
asked " why Jenny was happy 1 " ** Because she was not selfish." 

At signal, the school subdued each movement into a profound quiet, when 
told to list to the ticking of the clock. *' One," they flace the aisles; ''two," they 
rise; " three," by class in single file, boys on one side, girls on the other, march 
to the music of the piano to their respective study rooms led by their Teachers, 
where the farther instruction of the day is completed. 

This is the result of an intelligent arrangement by method, of what interests 
and improves pupils and Teachers— play, conversation, dissipated thoughts 
jangling, and all things else mischievous are avoided, made ukteiirable, by a* 
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liope-hispiriiig; heart-warmiDg episode before proceeding to mora intellectaa 
training. As we looked over that orderly assemblage, and reflected upon its 
infloence on the fhtore life and character of the pupil, and its reflex influence 
npon society, we said to onrselves, these are not *' Godless Schools." We do not 
say to all Teachers, " do just so," but we say, " do ye likewise." 

We wish parents and citizens, yea trustees themselTCS, would attend at such 
openings, and they would go away ** wiser and better," and determined to sustain 
live Teachers, and our noble " Common Schools." 

If others would see what we have seen, if opportunity offers, inquire, when in 
the Queen City, for the " Ellen and Mtfvy " Str. School, go early, as we went, and 
introduce yourself to one Daniel Hough, Principal, and his faithful corps of 
assistant Teachers. 



CINCINNATI HUGHES HIGH SCHOOL. 



In the year 1824, Thomas Hughes, a resident of Cincinnati, died, leaving as 
bis bequest, a considerable portion of land and city property, to be applied to 
the maintenance and support of a school or schools in the city of Cincinnati for 
the education of poor destitute children, whpse parents or guardians are unable 
to pay for their schooling. The establishment and complete success of the 
Common School system, soou afterwards effected under the auspices of the 
State, made a specific direction of this fond to poor children unnecessaiy, and by 
an act of the Legislature passed in 1845, authority was given whereby an union 
might be effected of this and the Woodward Bequest Fund, with the Common 
School Fund, and Arom the joint funds, establish schools of a higher grade. 

In 1847, under the entire charge of the Common School Board, a Central 
School, the nucleus of the present Hughes School, was agreed upon; in Novem- 
ber the Common School and other pupils, candidates for admission, were exam- 
ined, and on the 8th of November the school went into successful operation in 
the basement of the German Lutheran Church, on Walnut Street, under the 
charge of H. H. Barney, who had just left Erie Co., N. Y., and visited the Qaeeu 
City, in time to shape the character and give practical direction to what proved 
to be one of the most valuable schools in the west 

In February, 1848, the school was transferred to the building on Centre street, 
lately occupied as office of Public Schools ; although the acconimodations of the 
building were better than those of the basement, yet a substantial edifice and 
commodious grounds were demanded. 

Up to this time, a proposed contract of union between the Hnghes Trustees 
and the Common School Board had been prevented by a law suit, which had 
now been determined by the Supreme Courts in favor of the application of the 
Hughes Fund to a Graded Free SchooL 

In December, 1851, a contract was formed by which the Woodward Fund and 
the Hughes Fund were placed, entire, in the hands of thirteen Trustees, to be 
entitled the Union Board of Cincinnati High Schools, consisting of six mem- 
bers fh)m School Board, two Arom Woodward Board direct, and three of the 
Woodward Board chosen by City Council, and two members of the Hughes 
Board. 

The Woodward Board transferred to the Union Board a lot of ground 230 ft. 
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on Franklin street, by 200 ft deep to Woodward street, ^i^fh the Ib&Mln jr fliereon 
—{old Woodward of hallowed memory— for it has been torn down, and a new 
edifice erected near by, a splendid steel plate engraving of which was furnished 
onr sabscribers in the March number,) — and the net annual income of the rents 
of valuable adjacent property, amounting to ^,500 per annnm, to be increased 
next year on re-valnation of the property. 

The Hughes Board contributed a lot of ground (purchased to be used as a 
site for a Female Seminary,) on Ninth street, east of Vine street, 90 ft front by 
120 ft deep, fifteen thousand dollars in money, and an annual income for rents 
of two thousand dollars. The School Bolird agreed to provide as much money 
as added to the properties and f^nds above noticed, will accommodate and edu- 
cate all the white youth of the city, who may apply for admission into such 
High Schools, and who may be sufficiently advanced in the several studies pre- 
scribed by the Union Board. 

The Hughes lot on Ninth street, was sold, and a lot on the south side of Fifth 
street, opposite Mound street, 95 ft. front, by 200 ft deep, purchased in its place. 
Here is built the beautiful and commodious edifice called the Cincinnati Hughes 
High School, 108 ft. long, 82 ft. broad, and at gable 95 ft. high, which is so beauti- 
fully pictured to our readers in the elegant steel plate engraving, the frontispiece 
of the present number. This house was publicly dedicated to JViee, Public Edu- 
cation on the 17th of January, 1893, and fbr a while was under the management 
of Mr. Barney, who was succeeded by the capable instructor and able trainer, 
Cyrus Knowlton, the present Principal of the school. 

The Woodward High School was continued nnder the able management of 
Dr. Bay, Principal, during his life time, and is now under the raperintendenoe 
of Br. I^epardson. 

The corps of excellent Teachers in these High Schools Is composed as follows: 

HT70HBS HIOH SCHOOL. 

Salary per mo»th. 

Cyrus Knowlton, Principal. •« $125.00 

John McLean Edwards •« » •. «• 86.00 

Dewitt Clinton Brown • 8300 

Amelia S. Wright 66.66 

Helen L. Blatchley • ••••• 42.00 

Alphonse Bmnner (French) • ••••••••••• 23.83 

Sigismund Yeith (German) • 2a83 

Charles Aiken (Vocal Masio) «.^.....«...«.... 16.66 

WOODWARD HIOH SCHOOL. 

Salary per month. 

Daniel Shepardson, Principal • • fl25i)0 

George W. Harper 83.33 

Joseph L. Thornton...* •••••••• 83.33 

Eliza B. Swan ^.^•. 66.66 

Ellen Freeman » 50;00 

Alphonse Brunner (French) ...•• 2S.83 

Sigismund Yeith (German) ••... ••••• S3.83 

Charles Aiken (Vocal Music) .•••^•••••^••..••.^••••^^•••••••••. 16^ 

KOHMAL CLASS IN BOTH HIOH gOHOOUB. 

H.H.Bam^ .«• ••••••»• •••••••1135.00 
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LESSONS ON COMMON THINGS.. 

We gave, last month, a minute of two or three matters which came iq^ for at- 
tention at a meeting of the Principals of the District Schools of Cincinnati, at 
which we were present. One of the items was the Object Lesson agreed upon 
for the two ensuing weelcs. It was '* Things to be seen" This is the lowest form 
of the Object Lesson, and was assigned to classes of the fifth and sixth grades, 
reading in the first and second Readei^ of McGuffey's series. The next subject 
wfll be '* Things to be heard." This will not occupy so long a time as did the 
last topic. 

For the sake of illustration, we give the exercise of one of the schools. The 
school is of the fifth grade, reading in McGufiej's Second Reader. We are com- 
pelled to omit about one-fourth of the matter. On account of the limited space 
of our Journal. Sufficient is giren, howerer, to show the nature and extent of 
tlMse lessons. 

After the pupils have been trained to observe things, and to give their names, 
thej will be practiced in predicating of them eZosir, quality, and action. The ex- 
ercises will then be what the Germans call '* Exercises in thought and expres- 
sion." Their variety will be tenfold greater than it is now. They will elicit 
greater interest on the part of the children. They will fhmish the most valua- 
ble training in the use of language, and afford a natural basis for the study of 
grammar. 

It will be observed that of all the ''Things to be seen," the teacher selected 
those which appear upon our tables for the gratification of the appetite. Other 
teachers selected other fields. We wish we could give other specimens. One 
contains a thousand names, arranged under the following heads : 

Beasts, birds, fishes, reptiles, insects, domestic animals, game, Aruit, vegetables, 
nuts, mills, houses, drinks, vehicles, colors, flowers, trees, metallic substances, 
spices, foel, perfumery, bushes, furniture, stores, factories, vines, meats, cakes, 
different kinds of bread, confections, fancy woods, produce, trades, clothing, 
jewelry, nations, men. This list is too extensive for us to attempt publishing. 
It is of the highest class as to its arrangement, its naturalness, and its useful- 
ness. 

We should add, before dismissing this subject, that it is the design of the Su- 
perintendent to carry out this instruction to its highest forms. He will recom- 
mend that it be incorporated as an essential part of the course of study. It is 
highly approved of, and cordially prosecuted by the Teachers and Principals of 
the schools. 

The pupils having been requested, on coming to school, to repeat to their 
teacher the names of as many objects " to be seen " as they can think of, at the 
time devoted to the exercise, give their successive answers, spelling the word as 
it is given, which are written on the blackboard by the lady teacher. The fol- 
lowing replies were given by the pupils themselves : 

Bread, 

Oranges, 

Candy, 

Apples, 

Peaches, 

Cabbage, 

Pudding, 

Cake, 



THINGS 


TO BAT. 




Rice, 


Carrots, 


Soda-crackers, 


Citrons, 


Vinegar, 


Butter-crackers, 


Salt, 


Turnips, 


Parsley, 


Ham, 


Tomatoes, 


Spice- cake. 


Raisins, 


Maple sugar. 


Figs, 


Crackers, 


Cinnamon, 


Pine-apples, 


Butter, 


Homony, 


Corn bread, 


Molasses, 


Cream, 


Bacon, 
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Pie, 
Mea^ 

Cherries, 

Nuts,! 

Beets, 

Mush, 

Lemons, 

Pickles, 



Honey, 

Sngar, 

MiliL, 

Chickens, 

Jelly, 

Costard, 

Tea, 

Coffee, 

Mustard, 

Pepper, 



Oysters, 
* Rhubarb, 
Parsnips, 
Vegetables, 
Beans, 

Apple-butter, 
Watermelon, 
Muskmelon, 
Peas, 
Apple-sauce, 



Lard, 

Teast, 

Grapes, 

Beef soup. 

Lamb 

Bean 

Veal 

Oyster 

Turtle 

Mutton 



« 

cc 



One hundred and fifty articles of food, in addition to the above, were giyen by 
the children, but we omit them for want of space. What an illustration of the 
profuse bounty of our Creator ! When the black-boards on every side of the 
school room were covered with the names of common articles of diet, all sug- 
gested by the children themselves, how such an exclamation would sink into 
their hearts. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Bread— its ingredients : Flour, yeast, lard, water, milk, baking-powder, alum, 
salt. 

THE KDYDS of MBAT, AND MANNBB OF COOKING. 



Pork— Fried, boiled, broiled. 
Beef— Boasted, boiled, fried, dried. 
Lamb— Roasted, stewed, sdnp. 
Mutton— Roasted, fHed, soup. 
Veal— Roasted, cutlets, soup. 
Squirrel— Stewed, broiled, pot-]^ie. 
Rabbit— Stewed, broiled, pot-pie. 

We omit a list of about 25 different kinds of pies, the ingredients, and manner 

of preparing each. 

SOUPS. 



Pig— Roast 

Venison— Fried, stewed, dried. 
Beai^-Fried, dried. 
Hare— Broiled, stewed. 
Sausage— Broiled, fried. 
Bologna sausage— Dried. 



nrORKDIBNTS. 

Water, cabbage. 
Meat, celery. 
Butter, tomatoes. 
Salt, turnips. 
Pepper, potatoes. 
Carrots, onions. 
Parsley, dumplings. 



Beef soup. 
Veal soup. 
Oyster soup, 
Mutton soup. 
Chicken soup. 
Lamb soup. 
Turtle soup. 



KIKDB. 

Pea soup. 
Bean soup. 
Vegetable soup. 
Milk broth. 



CAKES. 

Their ingredients.— Flour, milk, salt, eggs, spices, flavoring, Amit, butter ; ba- 
king which, little Lucy says, is very important 

The different kinds.— Plum cake, sugar cake, ginger cake, bride's cake, cream 
cake, drop cake, almond cake, tea cake, sponge cake, fruit cake, lady fingers, 
loaf cake, Aunt Nancy's cake, jumbles, gold cake, silver cake, honey cake, 
dough-nuts, seed cake, black cake, lemon cake, crulls, pound cake, macaronies, 
ice-cream cake, snow-balls, ladies' cake. 

THE DIFFBBBNT KINDS OF FBUIT. 

• 

Apricots, Prunes, Figs, 

Plums, Oranges, Bananas, 

Cherries, Lemons, Currants, 

Grapes, Dates, Pine apples, 

THE NAMES OF SOME OF THE APPLES. 

Russet, Wine-sap, Sour, 

Cider, Ox-eyes, Sweet, 

Crab, Harvest, Winter, 

Spices. — All-spice, pepper, nutmegs, maze, cloves, cinnamon. 

Greens. — Spinage, dandelion, turnip, radish, asparagus, sour dock, beet. 

Cheeses. — ^Pine apple cheese, cottage cheese, head cheese. 

Veqetables, Manner of Cooking. — Cabbage, boiled, hot slaw, cold slaw, 
soup ; spinage, boiled for soup; tomatoes, stewed, cold with vinegar, baked; as- 
paragus, bouea for greens ; radishes, cold with salt ; carrots, boiled for soup ; 
turnips, boiled, used for soup ; Irish potatoes, boiled, fried, roasted, pie ; lettuce, 
served with eggs, vinegar, sugar, gravy *, peas, served with butter and salt, boiled ; 



Apples, 
Quinces, 
Pears, 
Peaches, 

Bellflower, 
Romanite, 
Vandevere, 



Custard apples, 
Crab apples, 
Bread-miit, 
Wild grapes. 

R. Island Green, 
Lady's Blush, 
Green Pippin. 



omo jomuf Alt or bdooahov. 



159 



sweet potato6B, boiled, baked, fried, roasted, pie; rhubarb, saace, pie; bunch 
beans, stewed; bntter beans, stewed; corn beans, boiled with meat or com, 
pickled; egg plant, fHed: celery, served uncooked with meat; mnshrooms, 
fried ; parsnips, stewed, boiled and fried ; beets, boiled served with butter, 
pickled ; onions, boiled in milk, fried, used for flavoring other dishes ; parsely, 
used with Aresh meat and in soup. 

y A large number of vegetables found in the list before us are omitted for want 

of room. 

FBUITB IN OANB. 

Peaches, pears, blackberries, strawberries, raspberries. 



Plums, 



cherries, 



apples, 

PUDDINGS. 



tomatoes, 



INGRXDIS1I1I9. 

Fruits, 

Flour, 

MUk, 

Salt, 

Sugar, 

Spice, 

Flavoring, 

Baking powder, 

Soda. 



KIKDS. 

Plum, bread. 
Apple, cherry. 
Rice, minute. 
Blackberry, potatoe. 
Raspberry, whortleberry. 
Com starch, arrow root. 
Green com, dried apple. 
Green peach, Yorkshire. 
Dried peach, sago. 



com. 



SAUCES FOR PUDDIKQ. 

Strawberry sauce. 
Raspberry 
Vinegar ^ 
Cream 

Wine 

Cold 

Hot 



it 

u 
tt 
« 
(( 



BEBBIES. THBIB T78E. 



Straw berries, to eat. 
Black ^* make pies 



Dew 
Rasp 



(C 



make jellies, 
make preserves. 



Whortle berries, to make jams. 

Cran " make marmalades. 

make wine. 

to stew. 



Blue 
Goose 






Huskmelons, 
Mexican, 



Spanish, 
]Natmegs, 



Citron, 
Cantelope. 



Peach preserve, Jelly, jam. 
Apple preserve^ jelly. 
Pear preserve, jelly. 
Blackberry preserve, jelly, jam. 
Strawberry preserve. 
Raspberry preserve, jelly, jam. 
Quince preserve, jelly. 



Groundnuts, 
chestnuts, 
walnuts, 
hickory nuts, 

Cream, 

pop* com. 

peppermint, 

molasses, 

rose, 

clove, 

nut, 

Cucumber, 
tomato, 
mustard, | 
cabbage, 
burr, 

Apples, 

potatoes, 

bread, 



MELONS. 

Watermelons, 
Pomegranates, 

PRESBBYES— JELLIES— JAMS. 

Crab-apple preserve, jelly. 
Cranberry preserve, jelly. 
Gooseberry preserve. 
Prune preserve. 
Tomato preserve. 
Watermelon-rind preserve. 
Plum preserve. 

NUTB. 

Co£fee nuts, 
cream nuts, 
pig nuts, 
hazlenuts, 

CANDIES. 

Ice-cream, 

wintergreen, 

sour drops, 
A«u.vu v^uv^j , hoarhound, 

peppermint drops, lavender, 
French kisses, gum drops, 
cinnamon, 



Pecan nuts, 
butternuts, 
cocoanuts, 
acorns. 

Butterscotch, 
sugar plums, 
lemon drops, 
lemon candy. 



English walnuts, 
filbert nuts, 
chinkapin. 



Rock, 

birch, 

cats-eyes, 

orange, 

cough, 

kisses. 



Eggs, 

beets, 

pears, 

bean, 

plum. 



Pies, 

cakes, 

meats, 



vanilla, 

PICKLES. 

Peach, 

pepper, 

cherry, 

onion, 

walnut, 

THINGS BAKED. 

Pears, Biscuit, 

tomatoes, custard, 

puddings, chickens, 



Mexican, 
artichoke, 
sweet pepper, 
muskmelon, 
watermelon rind. 

Rusk, 

beans, 

pastry. 
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THIH08 BOILXI». 






Cora, 
beans, 

meats, 

ham, 

rice, 


Greens, Tnmips, 
peas, homon7, 
beets, carrots, 
potpie, squashes, 
mush, puddings. 




Sweet potatoes, 

Irish DOtatoes, 

pumpKins, 

cabbage, 

apple dumplings. 






THINGS HOASTBD. 






Beef, 
veal, 
lamb, 


Apples, 

pears, 

mutton, 


Chickens, Pigs, 
tomatoes, eggs, 
turkeys, ducks, 


Pork, Goose, 
potatoes, venison, 
onions. 






THINGS STBWBD. 






Apples, Cherries, 
pears, apricots, 
cranberries, grapes, 
blackberries, tomatoes, 


Plums, Veal, 
prunes, peaches, 
currants, rabbits, 
dewberries, potatoes. 


Chickens, 
rhubarb, 
raspberries, 
fresh pork. 






THINGS FBIED, 






Potatoes, ; 

mutton, 

chicken, 


Fish, 
pork, 
nam, 


Eggs, Oysters, 
sausage, yenison, 
onions, egg plant. 


Veal cutlets, 
homony. 






THINGS BHOILBD. 






Beef, 
squirrel, 


Fish, 
rabbit, 


Uam, Pork, 
quail, snipe, 


Sausage, Chicken, 
partridge, pheasant, 






MARMALADES. 






Peach, 


pear, 


quince, plum, 

KINDS OF BUTTBB. 


apple. 




Butter, 


apple. 


quince, peach. 


pear, 


tomato. 



— Teachers out of employ, or those who have leisure to trarel during raca- 
tion, should read the adrertisement of Mr. Foster. 

— Mr. J. R. Parker, one of the Assistant Secretaries of the State Teachers' As- 
sociation at Columbus, lately of the Clermont Academy, has entered upon the 
duties of Principal of this Institution, at Tawawa, near Xenia, Greene county, 
vice M. P. Gaddis. 

Inland,— ^enrj Barnes, for some time past Professor of Mathematics and Na- 
tural Science in Greensburgh Seminary, Summit county, has been appointed 
Principal of the same Institution. 

— Mr. A. Samson retains his place as Superintendent in the Zanesrille schools 
until September. He has become one of the firm of Samson, Beers & Co., book- 
sellers. 

May, sweet May, again is come ; 
May that frees the land from gloom; 
Children, children, up and see 
All her stores of jollity. 

—The remembrance of faithful teachers and educational pioneers to surriying 
friends in Ohio, is awakened in the imaginative breast, 

" When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 

Returns to deck their hallowed mould." 
Lewis, Guilford, Ray, your virtues are embalmed in our hearts! 
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THE LIBRARIES AND THE LEGISLATURE. 



On the 25th of February, a caastic speech was made in the last General As- 
sembly of this State, by Mr. Gatch, of Greene, a member of the Legislature, on 
the proposition to amend the bill reported by Mr. Monroe, fh>m the standing 
committee on Schools and School lands, by striking ont all after the enacting 
clanse, and inserting a section repealing the laws relating to the School Libraiy ; 
in which we find the ''library" spoken of, as " that useless appendage to the 
school system"— "an excrescence" of "little profit to any body, except, per- 
haps, a set of speculating book-sellers, linked in with a trained band of merce- 
nary pedagogues. And here, penult me to say," he continued, " that of all the 
legislation on the face of the earth, that of demagogues and tyrants not excepted) 
I would pray to be delivered fnm the legislation of a set of mercenary pedagogues," 
*' I am for striking at the root of the evil, by striking the Library clause from 
our Statute book." We would like to know what all this means ? The same 
member of the House, who perhaps had in the mean time insulted with his 
constituents, on the Slst of March presented a Bill recommending that the law 
should authorize Township Boards of Education, when petitioned by thirty or 
more qualified Electors, to call a meeting of voters, who should determine, by a 
vote, whether they would have a library, and if one was determined upon, to 
designate a sum not exceeding one tenth of a mill on the dollar, to be levied for 
the purchase of books. 

He then contended he was not opposed to free public libraries, but was in 
favor of them, only that he was opposed to the purchase of books by the State 
Commissioner, and their distribution by County Auditors, 

This proposition did not meet with favor. 

A few days before the Legislature adjourned, when there was no time for 
though tftil examination and discussion of the whole library question, the Editor 
was in the Senate chamber, and while listening to the monotonous reading of 
an apparently uninteresting assessment bUl, presented by Mr. Eelley, chairman of 
the Finance committee, his ear caught the sounds of a brief sentence repealing 
ontrfght the Library sections of the school law. A few of the Senators were 
spoken to, and by them was assured that it was su^i>en8iont not repeal. But be- 
fore taking the vote, which without reflection would have been an unanimous 
one, pro'forma, as reported by the committee, the language of the bill was 
examined at the clerk's desks, where it was found that indeed the whole library 
system had been marked out as ^^anathema—maranatha." 

Whereupon, Senator Heaton of Butler arose, and called the attention of the 
Senate to the great wrong that would be wrought against the people by sum- 
marily cutting off an important public institution, in so indirect and uncalled for 
a manner, and moved that the bill containing this repeal, be referred back for 
amendment, with instruction to strike out that part proposing a repeal. 

Mr. Kelly, who had reported the bill, stated that it had been fhimed tmder a 
tacit agreement of the friends of the library, that it should so be done if the Be- 
form School appropriation was made. A general expression of disagreement to 
this statement was made, denying that any understanding was entered into. It 
was stated that some were willing to forego the revival this year, of the library 
clause, if the Reform School was established, but no agreement was made on 
even that point. 

Mr. Canfield, chairman of the committee on Schools, expressed himself ready 
to submit to suspension for one year longer, that in the mean time popular 
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sentiment on the subject might be generally made known, and to afford the 
people an opportunity to decide for themselves. He moved to amend Senator 
Heaton's amendment by inslmcting the committee to report *' suspension for 
one year/' instead of a repeal of the Library clause. 

Senator Heaton claimed that they were justified by no information in their 
possession warranting a repeal, and warned the members that this was a delib- 
erate step to mar the whole plan of the Common School system ; if inroads are 
commenced now, they will prove dangerous. It was not true economy but a 
deadly blow at what was dear to the citizens of the State. He was for neither 
repeal or suspension, but for the law intact 

Mr. Lawrence, with some spirit, denounced this as a vicious mode of legisla- 
tion; the proposition was new and unexpected, not printed, and in an unusual 
shape. He was not willing to vote at the mere dictation of the Finance com- 
mittee. This vicious policy was commenced last year, by using the assessment 
bill to reduce the school levy, instead of presenting the sutgect frankly in the 
shiq>e of an amendment to the School bill. 

Senator Matthews of Hamilton, was willing to repeal it and permit any Board 
to submit the question of a library tax to the vote of the people. 

Senator Marsh of Preble, contended that this was the most beneficial tax 
which has ever been levied on the people ; the books selected and sent to his 
county were good, for he had carefully examined them, book by book, had 
taken them to his house, and was sure that they would do good. The wrongs 
done are but temporary, casual, and can be remedied. Grand results will fol- 
low its continuance. 

Senator Lawrence denounced, what he called the Kelly mode of repeal; it was 
a gag applied. They were afraid to have trusted the levy bill earlier with this 
repealing clause, hoping to force it through at this late hour— it didn't appear 
fair— it is not honest legislation. 

Senator Kelly of Franklin, assured the Senators that it was immaterial to him 
whether the law was suspended or repealed; it was near about the same in effect. 
As to the alleged sinister motives of the committee, or to finesse in its presenta- 
tion, without using a harsher expression, he would say, that he who charges or 
insinuates it, tells what is not founded in truth. . The desire was to retrench. 

Senator Marsh said, I don't fear the people on what is for their good — I am 
for both — Reform School and Libraries. 

At the suggestion of Senator Matthews, the bill was referred back to the com- 
mittee, without instruction, but intimating a wish to have them report a clause 
submitting a levy for library purposes to the vote of townships. A recess for 
the night was taken, and in the morning the committee reported a section, sub- 
mitting it to the people of each township, to vote if they approved a tax within 
one tenth of a mill for library purposes. But this was lost, ayes 13, nays 19. 
The following section was then inserted in the Levy bill, viz : 

" The operation of the 58th and 59th section of the act, entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the reorganization, supervision and maintenance of common schools, 
passed March 14, 1853, is hereby suspended for one year." Which prevailed, 
ayes 27, nays 7. Nays — Messrs. Hawley, Heaton, Kelley, Lawrence, Marsh, 
Phelps, Wilford. 

When sent down to the House, the Senate bill was passed without division and 
became a law, and thus has been again suspended for one year the Free School 
Library clause of the Ohio School Law. 
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PBirifAHSHiF.— Writitiir i« one of the three Rs. GJood writing is one of the 
graces of a scholar, a man, and— we had well nigh said of a Christian. A 
Christian has many excellent ways of making an exemplary mark in the worid, 
bat if, at this enlightened period of the progress of education, he make his sign 
manual in chirography, by a cross, though with some a sign of faith, he would 
be liable to a loss of his influence. The demand on the time of pupils in many 
schools, by the increase of studies, has measurably reduced the attention of 
Teachers to this great acquisition to pnpils in any grade. 

A recent movement has been made in the Cincinnati Pnblic Schools to have 
instruction in this branch, communicated by one or more of the regular Teachers 
of each of the twenty schools of that city, after they have been each and all 
systematically trained to one system and uniform methods by one general 
instructor. 

Miss Lucinda S. Barrett, a lady of eminent theoretical and practical knowl- 
edge and skill as instructress in penmanship, having for two years been dividing 
ber time in teaching the pupils of these schools, and thereby learning the fitness 
of certain Teachers In each house, names one or more for appointment by the 
Trustees, as assistant Teacher of writing in the respective hoases; all of whom 
on Saturday morning, In one of the centrally located school hoases, spend an 
hoar with Miss Barrett in practical efforts of their own, by writing as pupils, in 
copy book, accompanied with verbal directions and illastrations on blackboard) 
by Miss Barrett. Any Teacher other than those appointed may attend. On a 
recent occasion, we had an opportunity to observe a large room, seated for over 
sixty pupils, nearly filled. 

Quite a feature of the class exercises is, that twelve or fifteen in attendance 
are Principals of the best Districts and Intermediate Schools of the city. Could 
the pupils of the schools over which they preside on pupil-school day, have seen 
the orderly, earnest group of men and women we saw on the 20th nit, in the 
Principars room of the Fourth Intermediate School, making pot-hooks and 
hangers, in copy hand atyle^ a la mode Barrett, we conclude, they would have 
said, we own up~oar masters and mistresses are models — they practice what 
they preach; they certainly behave well in school as we can testify, badinage 
aside. The awakening of the School Board to the demand for a better training 
in scientific penmanship in the Elementary Schools, is encouraging. The plan 
adopted promises good Aruit. The Teachers selected are otherwise the best 
trained and most likely to impart, in time, a knowledge of how to write, and to 
assure, by diligent effort, that this rare gift will be more generally attained by 
pupils. Success to this Normal School of Penmanship. 



— Favor genius. It is the friendly recognition that gives confidence to yonng 
men to develop their unfolding powers. Two noble objects were attained in 
Oxford in the year 1834. Dr. Bishop, the beloved instructor, was the first head 
sculptured in marble by Hiram Powers, for which he received a money reward. 
Charles Anderson, a student, now of Cincinnati, saw that the divine gift was in 
young Hiram, and passed around a paper, headed by his own name, until $100 
was raised and placed in the first purse filled by the yonng artist's labors in 
marble. The bust of Bishop, under these circumstances, is a cherished memento 
of the educator, the artist, and the artist's early friends. 
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-* Friends of ediumtioii and sabscriben to the Carnal of £diMMitioii» abonld 
take an early opportunity to become acquainted with the reeently elected mea- 
bersof the Boards of Education in the different townships in the State, and 
engage them heartily in the interests of the State Teachers' AssociaUon. Th^ 
should be secured as active friends of and subscribers to the Ohio Jommal of 
Education, and no township Board in this State should be without the bound 
volumes— five valuable books— which can, for the present, be obtained complete, 
for one dollar each ; they contain the history of our Common School effort and 
progress, with the decisions on the intricate questions arising out of the enforce 
ment of the School Law, carefully prepared by the State Commissioner of 
Common Schools, Mr. Barney, who thoroughly understood ito details, and who, 
with remarkable accuracy and plainness, made perspicuous many complex 
points, which every now and then came up to puzzle School Directors. 

— Teachers should, at an early day, furnish the State Executive Committee 
with topics for discussion, and resolutions designed for consideration, at the 
meeting of the State Teachers' Association, at Stenbenville, in the month of 
July. 



!• » 



SOUTH-WSSTEBM HOBMAL SCHOOL. 



The South- Western Normal School is in a highly prosperous condition, the 
number of pupils enrolled in the Teachers' Department thus far, for the second 
year, being over two hundred. 

All Teachers who have spent a term or more with us, and have adopted the 
methods of teaching and the plans of government pursued in the '* Normal," have 
met with unprecedented success, and almost without exception have been re- 
tained for the second or third quarter at increased wages. 

The demand for trained Teachers continues unabated. Not a few Teachers 
by attending the Normal School a year or more, have been able to obtain situa- 
tions in Union Schools, at nearly double the wages they were before receiving 
besides having permanent instead of temporary employment. 

Several pupils of the *' Normal," will have saved enough more, by increased 
wages in one year, to pay their expenses at the '^ Normal " for the same length 
of time. 

Teachers, do yon regard your standing in society ? do you aim at useftdness 
in your profession ? You will then seek to obtain a proper consideration for 
your services. But you will first prepare yourselves to make your services 
valuable, and worthy of consideration. 

The Teacher who can command a high salary, is ever in demand; and as par- 
adoxical as it may seem, he is considered much more self-denying and self-sacri- 
ficing in his profession, than he who "labors for little or nothing and boards 
himself." 

If, then, you desire to do the most good to your kind ; if you would occupy 
an honorable position in society ; if you would make your profession the first in 
public esteem, as it is first in real importance; and would accomplish these ob- 
jects with the greatest certainty, and with the least expense of time and money, 
you will make use of those means which a fair experiment has shown to be best 
adapted to your purpose. 
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A Law Student would not seek a knowledge of his proftgfkm at a Medical 
Goltage or a Divinitj School, nor at an ordinary Literary institution ; much less 
should a Teacher seek for training in his ** most peculiar and artistic of all the 
proAssions/' in an ordinary Academy or College. Graduates of Academies and 
Gk>llegeS) must learn by long and sad experience, by continual and repeated 
failures, what may be learned practically and certainly, and with scarcely a pos- 
slbility of failure, in a Normal School. 

All Teachers are respectfully requested to correspond with the Principal, or to 
visit the Normal School and make their own observations. '^ Our latch-string is 
always out" 

Arrangements for self-boarding are such, that many students, both ladies and 
gentlemen, are bringing their entire expenses, for a term of eleven weeks, within 
twenty-five dollars. Rooms with all necessary apparatus, including bed, bedding, 
tables, chairs, stove and cooking utensils, are kept in readiness for pupils as they 
may arrive. 

Catalogues will be sent to all who desire them. * 

The Summer Session will commence on the fourth of May, and will continue 
till the Normal Institute commences, (July 21 st,) without vacation. 

A. flOLBROOK, Pbingipal, LOarum, Warren Co., 0. 



^•m 



VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



LoNGLET Bros., Cincinnati. 

Pronouncing Vocabxdary of Oeographicdl and Personal Names ; 1857. This is a 
valuable work as a brief guide to the leading items of Geographical, Scriptural 
and Personal names. The notation is on the phonetic principle, the merits of 
which must be very great, as the preface announces that the remedy for the 
clumsv system of Webster, and the obscure of Worcester, clearly is "in the intro* 
duction into ail our Primary Schools, of works based upon a strictly phonetic princi- 
ple!" When that time arrives, there will truly be, *' a total revolution in pro- 
nunciation.'' 

A. S. Babnbs & Co., New York. 

Smith's Vefiner's Manual ; 1857. This is a convenient Dictionary of the most 
useful words in the English language, spelled, pronounced and defined, and 
arranged in classes; words of similar appearance, but of widely different signifi- 
cation, being placed in juxtaposition, so as to make a more lasting impression 
upon the mind of the pupU. The words are not arranged in alphabetical order. 

WiBard^s Morals for ihe Young; 1857. Following the example of Bunyan in 
his allegory, Mrs. Emma Willard, the devoted Instructor of youth at the Female 
Seminary of Troy, N. T., has written a book with the above title, as advice to 
yoath concerning their moral conduct, impressing her teaching by an emblem- 
atic picture of the two ways of life, the bright way of wisdom, and the dark way 
of Iblly. 

Mahan*s Science ef Logic, This is a treatise which may be eonsidered a cheap 
and popular presentation of the science developed so ably by Sir William Ham- 
ton, in a work too costly for general use by Teachers. The execution of it is 
excellent, large type and substantial paper. 
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Pie, 


Honey, 


Mea^ 


Sugar, 


^889, 


Milk, 


Gum-drops, 


Chickens, 


Cherries, 


Jelly, 


Nuts,: 


Custard, 


Beets, 


Tea, 


Mush, 


Coffee, 


Lemons, 


Mustard, 


Pickles, 


Pepper, 



Oysters, 

Rhubarb, 

Parsnips, 

Vegetables, 

Beans, 

Apple-butter, 

Watermelon, 

Mnskmelon, 

Peas, 

Apple-sauce, 



Lard, 
Teast, 
Grapes, 
Beef soup. 
Lamb " 
Bean *< 
Veal " 
Oyster " 
Turtle ** 
Mutton " 



One hundred and fifty articles of food, in addition to the above, were given by 
the children, but we omit them for want of space. What an illustration of the 
profuse bounty of our Creator I When the black-boards on every side of the 
school room were covered with the names of common articles of diet, all sug- 
gested by the children themselves, how such an exclamation would sink into 
their hearts. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Bread— its ingredients : Flour, yeast, lard, water, milk, baking-powder, alum, 
salt. 

THB KINDS OF MBAT, AND MANNER OF COOKING. 



Pork—Fried, boiled, broiled. 
Beef— Roasted, boiled, fried, dried. 
Lamb — Roasted, stewed, sdup. 
Mutton — ^Roasted, fried, soup. 
Veal— Roasted, cutlets, soup. 
Squirrel — Stewed, broiled, pot-pie. 
Rabbit— Stewed, broiled, pot-pie. 

We omit a list of about 25 different kinds of pies, the ingredients, and manner 

of preparing each. 

SOITPS. 



Pig— Roast 

Venison— Fried, stewed, dried. 
Beai>-Fried, dried. 
Hare— Broiled, stewed. 
Sausage— Broiled, fried. 
Bologna sausage — Dried. 



DTOHBDIENTS. 

Water, cabbage. 
Meat, celery. 
Butter, tomatoes. 
Salt, turnips. 
Pepper, potatoes. 
Carrots, onions. 
Parsley, dumplings. 



KnVDB. 

Pea soup. 
Bean soup. 
Vegetable soup. 
Milk broth. 



Beef soup. 
Veal soup, 
Oyster soup, 
Mutton soup. 
Chicken soup. 
Lamb soup. 
Turtle soup. 

CAKES. 

Their ingredients.*— Flour, milk, salt, eggs, spices, flavoring, fruit, butter , ba- 
king which, little Lucy says, is very important. 

The different kinds.— Plum cake, sugar cake, ginger cake, bride's cake, cream 
cake, drop cake, almond cake, tea cake, sponge cake, fruit cake, lady fingers, 
loaf cake. Aunt Nancy's cake, Jumbles, gold cake, silver cake, honey cake, 
dough-nuts, seed cake, black cake, lemon cake, crulls, pound cake, macaronies, 
ice-cream cake, snow-balls, ladies' cake. 

THB DIFFBRBNT KINDS OF FRUIT. 

• 

Apricots, Prunes, Figs, 

Plums, Oranges, Bananas, 

Cherries, Lemons, Currants, 

Grapes, Dates, Pine apples, 

THB NAMES OF SOME OF THE APPLES. 

Russet, Wine-sap, Sour, 

Cider, Ox-eyes, Sweet, 

Crab, Harvest, Winter, 

Spices.- All-spice, pepper, nutmegs, maze, cloves, cinnamon. 

Greens. — Spinage, dandelion, turnip, radish, asparagus, sour dock, beet. 

Cheeses. — ^Pine apple cheese, cottage cheese, head cheese. 

Vegetables, Manner of Cooking. — Cabbage, boiled, hot slaw, cold slaw, 
soup ; spinage, boiled for soap; tomatoes, stewed, cold with vinegar, baked ; as- 
paragus, boiieol for greens ; radishes, cold with salt ; carrots, boiled for soup ; 
turnips, boiled, used for soup ; Irish potatoes, boiled, fried, roasted, pie ; lettuce, 
served with eggs, vinegar, sugar, gravy ; peas, served with butter and salt, boiled ; 



Apples, 
Quinces, 
Pears, 
Peaches, 

Bellflower, 
Romanite, 
Vandevere, 



Custard apples. 
Crab apples, 
Bread-fruit, 
Wild grapes. 

R. Island Green, 
Lady's Blush, 
Green Pippin. 
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sweet potatoes, boiled, l>aked, fried, roasted, pie ; rhubarb, sauce, pie ; banch 
beans, stewed; batter beans, stewed; com beans, boiled with meat or com, 
pickled; egg plant, fried; celery, served nncooked with meat; mushrooms, 
fried ; parsnips, stewed, boiled and A*ied ; beets, boiled served with butter, 
pickled ; onions, boiled in milk, fried, used for flavoring other dishes ; parsely, 
used with fresh meat and in soup. 

^ A large number of vegetables found in the list before us are omitted for want 

of room. 

7BUITB IN CANS. 



Peaches, 
Plums, 



pears, 
cherries, 



blackberries, 
apples, 

PUDDINGS. 



strawberries, raspberries, 
tomatoes, corn. 



lHQKBDOaSm, 

Fruits, 

Flour, 

Milk, 

Salt, 

Sugar, 

Spice, 

Flavoring, 

Baking powder, 

Soda. 



KINDS. 

Plum, bread. 
Apple, cherry. 
Rice, minute. 
Blackberiy, potatoe. 
Raspberry, whortleberry. 
Corn starch, arrow root. 
Green com, dried apple. 
Green peach, Torkshire. 
Dried peach, sago. 



SAUCaS FOR PUDDIKG. 

Strawberry sauce. 
Raspberry 
Vinegar ^ 
Cream 

Wine 

Cold 

Hot 



it 

u 

u 
it 
t; 
<( 
i( 



Straw berries, to eat. 

Black 

Dew 

Rasp 






make pies, 
make jellies, 
make preserves. 



BBBBIES, THBIB VBE. 

Whortle berries, to make jams. 



Cran 
Blue 
Goose 






make marmalades, 
make wine, 
to stew. 



Muskmelons, 
Mexican, 



Citron, 
Cantelope. 



Peach preserve, jelly, jam. 
Apple preserve, jelly. 
Pear preserve, jelly. 
Blackberry preserve, jelly, jam. 
Strawberry preserve. 
Raspberry preserve, jelly, jam. 
Quince preserve, jelly. 



Groundnuts, 
chestnuts, 
walnuts, 
hickory nuts. 

Cream, 

pop-corUj 

peppermmt, 

molasses, 

rose, 

clove, 

nut. 

Cucumber, 
tomato, 
mustard, | 
cabbage, 
burr, 

Apples, 

potatoes, 

bread. 



MSLONS. 

Spanish, Watermelons, 

ISTutmegs, Pomegranates, 

PBBSBBYES— JBLLIBS— JAMS. 

Crab-apple preserve, jelly. 
Cranberry preserve, jelly. 
Gooseberry preserve. 
Prune preserve. 
Tomato preserve. 
Watermelon-rind preserve. 
Plum preserve. 

NUT8. 

Coffee nuts, 
cream nuts, 
pig nuts, 
hazlenuts, 

CANDIES. 

Ice-cream, 

wintergreen, 

sour drops, 

hoarhound, 

lavender, 

gum drops, 

vanilla, 

PICKLES. 

Peach, 

pepper, 

cherry, 

onion, 

walnut, 

THINGS BAKED. 

Pies, Pears, Biscuit, 

cakes, tomatoes, custard, 

meats, puddings, chickens. 



Pecan nuts, 
butternuts, 
cocoanuts, 
acoms, 



Butterscotch, 
sugar plums, 
lemon drops, 
lemon candy, 
peppermint drops 
French kisses, 
cinnamon, 



Eggs, 

beets, 

pears, 

bean, 

plum, 



English walnuts, 
filbert nuts, 
chinkapin. 



Rock, 

birch, 

cats-eyes, 

orange, 

cough, 

kisses. 



Mexican, 
artichoke, 
sweet pepper, 
muskmelon, 
watermelon rind. 



Rusk, 

beans, 

pastry. 



16© 
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Cora, 
bewis, 

meats, 

ham, 

rice, 

Beef, 
veal, 
lamb, 



Gveens, 

peaa, 

beets, 

potpie, 

mush, 



THINGS BOXLBi:^. 

Turnips, 

homonj, 

carrots, 

squashes, 

puddings, 

THINOS BOABTBD. 



Sweet potatoes, 

Irish DOtatoes, 

pumpKins, 

cabbage, 

apple dumplings. 



Apples, 
pears, 

cranberries, 
blackberries, 

Potatoes, ; 

mutton, 

chicken, 

Beef, 
squirrel, 

Peach, 

Butter, 



Apples, 

pears, 

mutton, 

Cherries, 
apricots, 
grapes, 
tomatoes. 



Chickens, 
tomatoes, 
turkeys, 

THINGS 

Plums, 
prunes, 
currants, 
dewberries. 



eggs, 
ducks, 

8TSWBD. 

Veal, 
peaches, 
rabbits, 
potatoes. 



Pork, 

potatoes, 

onions. 



Goose, 
venison, 



Fish, 

gork, 
am, 

Fish, 
rabbit. 



pear, 



apple, 



THINGS FBIED. 

Eggs, Oysters, 

sausage, venison, 

onions, egg plant, 

THINGS BBOILBD. 

Ham, Pork, Sausage, 

quail, snipe, partridge, 

MABMALADES. 

quince, plum, apple. 

KINDS OF BUTTBB. 

quince, peach, pear, 



Chickens, 
rtiubarb, 
raspberries, 
fresh pork. 

Veal cutlets, 
homony. 



Chicken, 
pheasant. 



tomato. 



— Teachers out of employ, or those who have leisure to travel during vaca- 
tion, should read the advertisement of Mr. Foster. 

— Mr. J. R. Parker, one of the Assistant Secretaries of the State Teachers' As- 
sociation at Columbus, lately of the Clermont Academy, has entered upon the 
duties of Principal of this Institution, at Tawawa, near Xenia, Greene county, 
vice M. P. Gaddis. 

Inland. — Henry Barnes, for some time past Professor of Mathematics and Na. 
tural Science in Greensburgh Seminary, Summit county, has been appointed 
Principal of the same Institution. 

— Mr. A. Samson retains his place as Superintendent in the Zanesville schools 
until September. He has become one of the firm of Samson, Beers & Co., book- 
sellers. 

May, sweet May, again is come ; 
May that frees the land from gloom; 
Children, children, up and see 
All her stores of jollity. 

—The remembrance of faithful teachers and educational pioneers to surviving 
friends in Ohio, is awakened in the imaginative breast, 

" When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 

Returns to deck their hallowed mould." 
Lewis, Guilford, Ray, your virtues are embalmed In our hearts! 
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THE LIBRARIES AND THE LEGISLATURE. 



On the 25th of February, a caustic speech was made in the last General A§- 
sembly of this State, by Mr. Gatch, of Greene, a member of the Legislature, on 
the propdsttion to amend the bill reported by Mr. Monroe, flrom the standiof 
committee on Schools and School lands, by striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting a section repealing the laws relating to the School Library ; 
in which we find the *' library" spoken of, as *' that useless appendage to the 
school system"— "an excrescence" of "little profit to any body, except, per- 
haps, a set of speculating book-sellers, linked in with a trained band of merce- 
nary pedagogues. And here, penult me to say," he continued, "that of all the 
legislation on the fsce of the earth, that of demagogues and tyrants not exceptedf 
I would pray to be delivered from the hgiaUition of a set of mercenary pedagogues," 
*' I am for striking at the root of the evil, by striking the Library clause from 
our Statute book." We would like to know what all this means ? The same 
member of the House, who perhaps had in the mean time insulted with his 
constituents, on the dlst of March presented a Bill recommending that the law 
should authorize Township Boards of Education, when petitioned by thirty or 
more qualified Electors, to call a meeting of voters, who should determine, by a 
vote, whether they would have a library, and if one was determined upon, to 
designate a sum not exceeding one tenth of a mill on the dollar, to be levied for 
the purchase of books. 

He then contended he was not opposed to free public libraries, but was in 
favor of them, only that he was opposed to the purchase of books by the State 
Commissioner, and their distribution by County Auditors, 

This proposition did not meet with favor. 

A few days before the Legislature adjourned, when there was no time for 
though tftil examination and discussion of the whole library question, the Editor 
was in the Senate chamber, and while listening to the monotonous reading of 
an apparently uninteresting auestmeni biU, presented by Mr. Kelley, chairman of 
the Finance committee, his ear caught the sounds of a brief sentence repealing 
outrfght the Library sections of the school law. A few of the Senators were 
spoken to, and by them was assured that it was suspensions not repeal. But be- 
fore taking the vote, which without reflection would have been an unanimous 
one, pro-forme^ as reported by the committee, the language of the bill was 
examined at the clerk's desks, where it was found that indeed the whole library 
system had been marked out as ^^anaihema—maranatha.^^ 

Whereupon, Senator Heaton of Butler arose, and called the attention of the 
Senate to the great wrong that would be wrought against the people by sum- 
marily cutting off an important public institution, in so indirect and uncalled for 
a manner, and moved that the bill containing this repeal, be referred back for 
amendment, with instruction to strike out that part proposing a repeal. 

Mr. Kelly, who had reported the bill, stated that it had been Aramed under a 
tacit agreement of the friends of the library, that it should so be done if the Be- 
form Skhool appropriation was made. A general expression of disagreement to 
this statement was made, denying that any understanding was entered into. It 
was stated that some were willing to forego the revival this year, of the library 
clause, if the Reform School was established, bat no agreement was made on 
even that point. 

Mr. Canfield, chairman of the committee on Schools, expressed himself ready 
to submit to suspension for one year longer, that in the mean time popular 
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sentiment on the subject might be generally made known, and to afford the 
people an opportunity to decide for themselves. He moved to amend Senator 
Heaton's amendment by instructing the committee to report "suspension for 
one year/' instead of a repeal of the Library clause. 

Senator Heaton claimed that they were justified by no information in their 
possession warranting a repeal, and warned the members that this was a delib- 
erate step to mar the whole plan of the Common School system ; if inroads are 
commenced now, they will prove dangerous. It was not true economy but a 
deadly blow at what was dear to the citizens of the State. He was for neither 
repeal or suspension, but for the law intact 

Mr. Lawrence, with some spirit, denounced this as a vicious mode of legisla- 
tion; the proposition was new and unexpected, not printed, and in an unusual 
shape. He was not willing to vote at the mere dictation of the Finance com- 
mittee. This vicious policy was commenced last year, by using the assessment 
bill to reduce the school levy, instead of presenting the subject frankly in the 
shape of an amendment to the School bill. 

Senator Matthews of Hamilton, was willing to repeal it and permit any Board 
to submit the question of a library tax to the vote of the people. 

Senator Marsh of Preble, contended that this was the most beneficial tax 
which has ever been levied on the people ; the books selected and sent to his 
county were good, for he had carefully examined them, book by book, had 
taken them to his house, and was sure that they would do good. The wrongs 
done are but temporary, casual, and can be remedied. Grand results will fol- 
low its continuance. 

Senator Lawrence denounced, what he called the Kelly mode of repeal; it was 
a gag applied. They were afraid to have trusted the levy bill earUer with this 
repealing clause, hoping to force it through at this late hour— it didn't appear 
fair— it is not honest legislation. 

Senator Kelly of Franklin, assured the Senators that it was immaterial to him 
whether the law was suspended or repealed; it was near about the same in effect. 
As to the alleged sinister motives of the committee, or to finesse in its presenta- 
tion, without using a harsher expression, he would say, that he who charges or 
insinuates it, tells what is not founded in truth. . The desire was to retrench. 

Senator Marsh said, I don't fear the people on what is for their good — I am 
for both— Reform School and Libraries. 

At the suggestion of Senator Matthews, the bill was referred back to the com- 
mittee, without instruction, but intimating a wish to have them report a clause 
submitting a levy for library purposes to the vote of townships. A recess for 
the night was taken, and in the morning the committee reported a section, sub- 
mitting it to the people of each township, to vote if they approved a tax within 
one tenth of a mill for library purposes. But this was lost, ayes 13, nays 19. 
The following section was then inserted in the Levy bill, viz : 

" The operation of the 58th and d9th section of the act, entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the reorganization, supervision and maintenance of common schools, 
passed March 14, 1853, is hereby suspended for one year." Which prevailed, 
ayes 27, nays 7. Nays — Messrs. Hawley, Heaton, Kelley, Lawrence, Marsh, 
Phelps, Wilford. 

When sent down to the House, the Senate bill was passed without division and 
became a law, and thus has been again suspended for one year the Free School 
Library clause of the Ohio School Law. 
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PsinfAHSHiF.— Writitiir is one of the three R«. GJood writiiig is one of the 
graces of a scholar, a man, and— we had well nigh said of a Christian. A 
Christian has many excellent ways of making an exemplary mark in the worid, 
bnt if, at this enlightened period of the progress of education, he make his sign 
manual in chirography, by a cross, though with some a sign of faith, he would 
be liable to a loss of his influence. The demand on the time of pupils in many 
schools, by the increase of studies, has measurably reduced the attention of 
Teachers to this great acquisition to pupils in any grade. 

A recent movement has been made in the Cincinnati Public Schools to have 
instruction in this branch, communicated by one or more of the regular Teachers 
of each of the twenty schools of that city, after they have been each and all 
systematically trained to one system and uniform methods by one general 
Instructor. 

Miss Lucinda S. Barrett, a lady of eminent theoretical and practical knowl- 
edge and skill as instructress in penmanship, having for two years been dividing 
her time in teaching the pupils of these schools, and thereby learning the fitness 
of certain Teachers In each house, names one or more for appointment by the 
Trustees, as assistant Teacher of writing in the respective houses; all of whom 
on Saturday morning, in one of the centrally located school houses, spend an 
hour with Miss Barrett in practical efforts of their own, by writing as pupils, in 
copy book, accompanied with verbal directions and illustrations on blackboard) 
by Miss Barrett. Any Teacher other than those appointed may attend. On a 
recent occasion, we had an opportunity to observe a large room, seated for over 
sixty pupils, nearly filled. 

Quite a feature of the class exercises is, that twelve or fifteen in attendance 
are Principals of the best Districts and Intermediate Schools of the city. Could 
the pupils of the schools over which they preside on pupil-school day, have seen 
the orderly, earnest group of men and women we saw on the 20th ult, in the 
Principal's room of the Fourth Intermediate School, making pot-hooks and 
hangers, in copy hand style, a la mode Barrett, we conclude, they would have 
said, we own up— our masters and mistresses are models — they practice what 
they preach; they certainly behave well in school as we can testify, badinage 
aside. The awakening of the School Board to the demand for a better training 
in scientific penmanship in the Elementary Schools, is encouraging. The plan 
adopted promises good Aruit. The Teachers selected are otherwise the best 
trained and most likely to impart, in time, a knowledge of how to write, and to 
assure, by diligent effort, that this rare gift will be more generally attained by 
pupils. Success to this Normal School of Penmanship. 



— Favor genius. It is the friendly recognition that gives confidence to young 
men to develop their unfolding powers. Two noble objects were attained in 
Oxford in the year 1834. Dr. Bishop, the beloved instructor, was the first head 
sculptured in marble by Hiram Powers, for which he received a money reward. 
Charles Anderson, a student, now of Cincinnati, saw that the divine gift was in 
young Hiram, and passed around a paper, headed by his own name, until $100 
was raised and placed in the first purse filled by the young artist's labors in 
marble. The bust of Bishop, under these circumstances, is a cherished memento 
of the educator, the artist, and the artist's early friends. 
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-* Friends of ediiieatioii and sabtcriben to the Carnal of E d iioat to n» abonld 
take an early opportunity to become acquainted with the recently elected mem- 
bers of the Boards of Education in the different townships in the Stale, and 
engage them heartily in the interests of the State Teachers' Association. They 
should be secured as active iViends of and subscribers to the Ohio Jommal of 
Education, and no township Board in this State should be without the bound 
volumes— five valuable books— which can, for the present, be obtained complete, 
for one dollar each ; they contain the history of our Common School effort and 
progress, with the decisions on the intricate questions arising out of the enforce 
ment of the School Law, carefully prepared by the State Commissioner of 
Common Schools, Mr. Barney, who thoroughly understood ito details, and who, 
with remarkable accuracy and plainness, made perspicuous many complex 
points, which every now and then came up to puzzle School Directors. 

— Teachers should, at an early day, furnish the State Executive Committee 
with topics for discussion, and resolutions designed for consideration, at the 
meeting of the State Teachers' Association, at Stenbenville, in the month of 
July. 



!• » 



SOUTH-WESTEBM HOBXAL SCHOOL. 



The South- Western Normal School is in a highly prosperous condition, the 
number of pupils enrolled in the Teachers' Department thus far, for the second 
year, being over two hundred. 

All Teachers who have spent a term or more with us, and have adopted the 
methods of teaching and the plans of government pursued in the ** Normal," have 
met with unprecedented success, and almost without exception have been re- 
tained for the second or third quarter at increased wages. 

The demand for trained Teachers continues unabated. Not a few Teachers 
by attending the Normal School a year or more, have been able to obtain sitna- 
tions in Union Schools, at nearly double the wages they were before receiving 
besides having permanent instead of temporary employment 

Several pupils of the ** Normal," will have saved enough more, by increased 
wages in one year, to pay their expenses at the '^ Normal " for the same length 
of time. 

Teachers, do you regard your stending in society ? do you aim at nseftdness 
in your profession ? You will then seek to obtain a proper consideration for 
your services. But you will first prepare yourselves to make your services 
valuable, and worthy of consideration. 

The Teacher who can command a high salary, is ever in demand; and as par- 
adoxical as it may seem, he is considered much more self-denying and self-sacri- 
ficing in his profession, than he who " labors for little or nothing and boards 
himself." 

If, then, you desire to do the most good to your kind ; if you would occupy 
an honorable position in society ; if you would make your profession the first in 
public esteem, as it is first in real importance; and would accomplish these ob- 
jects with the greatest certainty, and with the least expense of time and money, 
you will make use of those means which a fair experiment has shown to be best 
adapted to your purpose. 
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A Law Student would not seek a knowledge of his proDMskm at a Medical 
Goltage or a Divinitj School, nor at an ordinary Literary inttitntion ; mach less 
should a Teacher seek for training in his '* most peculiar and artistic of all the 
proAssions/' in an ordinary Academy or College. Graduates of Academies and 
Colleges, must learn by long and sad experience, by continual and repeated 
fkilares, what may be learned practically and certainly, and with scarcely a pos- 
sibility of failure, in a Normal School. 

All Teachers are respectfully requested to correspond with the Principal, or to 
visit the Normal School and make their own observations. ** Our latch-string is 
always out" 

Arrangements for self-boarding are such, that many students, both ladies and 
gentlemen, are bringing their entire expenses, for a term of eleven weeks, within 
twenty-five dollars. Rooms with all necessary apparatus, including bed, bedding, 
tables, chairs, stove and cooking utensils, are kept in readiness for pupils as they 
may arrive. 

Catalogues will be sent to all who desire them. * 

The Summer Session will commence on the fourth of May, and will continue 
till the Normal Institute commences, (July 21 st,) without vacation. 

A. flOLBROOK, Pbingipal, Lebanon, Warren Co., 0. 



VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



LoNGLET Bros., Cincinnati. 

Pronouncing Vocabtdarp of Oeographical and Personal Names; 1857. This is a 
valuable work as a brief guide to the leading items of Geographical, Scriptural 
and Personal names. The notation is on the phonetic principle, the merits of 
which must be very great, as the preface announces that the remedy for the 
clumtif system of Webster, and the obscure of Worcester, clearly is "tn the intro* 
duction into all our Primary Schools, of toorks based upon a strictly pJionetic princi' 
pie I" When that time arrives, there will truly be, *' a total revolution in pro- 
nunciation.'' 

A. S. Basnbs & Co., New York. 

8mi^''8 Definer's Manual ; 1857. This is a convenient Dictionary of the most 
useful words in the English language, spelled, pronounced and defined, and 
arranged in classes; words of similar appearance, but of widely different signifi- 
cation, being placed in juxtaposition, so as to make a more lasting impression 
upon the mind of the pupil. The words are not arranged in alphabetical order. 

WiOard^s Morals for (he Young; 1897. Following the example of Bunyan in 
his allegory, Mrs. Emma WiUard, the devoted Instructor of youth at the Female 
Seminary of Troy, N. T., has written a book with the above title, as advice to 
yoath concerning their moral conduct, impressing her teaching by an emblem- 
atic picture of the two ways of life, the bright way of wisdom, and the dark way 
of folly. 

Mohan's Science of Logk, This is a treatise which may be considered a cheap 
and popular presentation of the science developed so ably by Sir William Ham- 
ton, in a work too costly for general use by Teachers. The execution of it is 
excellent, large type and substantial paper. 
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A. S. Baknxs & Go., New York. 

School Amusements aud School Management. These publishers hare recently 
added to the seyen volames of their yalaable series, entitled ** Teachers' Library " 
another volume, by N. W. Taylor Root, a practical Teacher, on how to make the 
school interesting, embracing mles for military and gymnastic exercises in 
schools, and hints upon the general management of the school room; a valna- 
ble work. 

Sheldon, Blaksman & Co., New York. 

Webb's Word Method. Mr. A. W. Price, at Cleveland, agent for this firm, will 
furnish this First Reader to those in Ohio ordering the same; see advertisement. 
This is a book suited for primary scholars, and the word-method we believe 
well calculated to develop the minds of youth. 

Stoddard 4r Henkki's Algebra, We learn from those whose opinion on this 
class of text books is entitled to respect, that the authors have avoided many of 
th» ambiguities that other works on Algebra have fallen into, and finished an 
attractive and well classified work for High Schools and Colleges. The work is 
well bound in leather. 

See advertisement of this firm, '^ Normal Series, &c'* 

Jos. n. EiLET & Co., Columbus. 

A French Grammar j by Maurice Adolphe Mot. This work, printed at home, 
and prepared by one who is a Teacher amongst us, is, we learn, an admirable 
work, well arranged to give intelligible instruction in pronunciation, being or- 
derly arranged and clearly explained. 

We have received a copy of Tower's Pictorial Primer— Boston, Shepard, Clark 
& Brown— the child's book for home and school It is finely illustrated and the 
text in bold, well Refined type, is devoted to an analysis of the plates. 

Also, a copy of Warren's Physical Geography, fTom Messrs. Patterson & Clark, 
booksellers, Cincinnati. 



« •»• » 



(Sbucattonal Items. 



Athidvb Couirrr. — Owing to the active exertions of Prof. W. H. Tonng, and X. H. McLaugh- 
lin, we baye 96 subscriberB in this county. We propose to announce in the June issue the 
sabscription by counties. Some who are prominent men at the Association, have neglected to 
take an active part in promoting the circulation of the Journal. We hope there will be a gen- 
eral rCTiyal, that we may make a good report at the Teachers' Association in July. 

The Institute of this county commenced its session at Albany, on the Slst of Ifarch, and 
continued three days. More tham sixty teachers -were in attendance. Messrs. Dran, Howard, 
Mower, Young and Proctor, of Athens county, were efficient instructors. J. Ogden, of Hope- 
dale, was present, and did noble work. Altogether, it was a soul-stirring time, and is reported 
to have been the best one held in the county. 

A county Teachers* Library was projected, and many good words said in behalf of the Ohio 
Journal of Education, which seems to be quite a fiEiyorite among the < 'Athenians." 

The fall Institute will be held in October. The "Albanians '' are hospitable and truly sodal 
people, and their musical society added much to the eigoyment of ylsitors. 

The Athens Union Schools gave an interesting Exhibition during the past month. George 
W. Woodbridge, of Washington county, has been appointed Trustee of the Ohio UniTeraity at 
Athens, in place of Rer. Mr. Lee, resigned. 
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Ashtabula. — This Union School has been in operation one year, and ha« been noted for the 
ponctnallty of the attendance of the pnplls. The reeent Examination gare tolcen of the 
merit of the teachers and proflcienejr of the scholars. 

Buejfrus. — ^The papers of this thriving county seat of Crawford county, spealc highly of the 
Journal of Education, and intimate that it is a healthy sign that all the teachers of the Union 
Schools are subscribers. The prorision for examination of teachers seems to be inadequate, 
as recently there were 150 applicants at one session. 

CineinnaH. — ^The School Board hare not yet acted upon the salary bill before them. They 
have adopted Murray's Exercises, to be used in connection with any text book on Grammar, 
in the intermediate schools. 

49* The Ohio School Library at Cincinnati, open free to all its citizens, has become a valu- 
able resort. Two thousand and ten names have been enrolled, and for the month of March, 
as we learn from the report, 3473 boolcs were withdrawn for use, in the following proportions, 
vis : Works of Fiction, 1630; Travels and Voyages, 824; Biographies, 410; Poetical Works, 157; 
Histories, 301; Geology, Botany, Philosophy, etc., 252; Religious, Educational, etc., 599. 

— Professor Theodore Soden, author of a German Grammar, and formerly teacher of the 
German langaage in the Cincinnati High Schools, has returned to his "fiitherland,'' and is 
now conducting a select family school of young ladies, at Esslingen, on the Neckar, near Stutt- 
gart, Kingdom of Wurtembei^. Pupils received from the United States. 

Cleveland. — ''Cleveland and her Public Schools,'' is the title of an able article in the Her- 
ald, which sets forth in detail the observation of an Eastern visitor to the schools of the 
Forest City. It thus concludes, after specially noticing Miss Gillette, Mr. and Mrs. Palmer: 

** Cleveland must be exceedingly fortunate in the selection of her school oflScers, Superin- 
tendent of Instruction and teachers, else your system would not work to such perfection. 
Speaking of your Superintendent ef Instruction, you must pardon an anecdote, though some- 
what personal. Meeting a friend on your streets, his Yankee inquisitiveness prompted him 
to inquire, 'What are you doing here so often?' 'Oh,' said I, ' yisi ting schools, a.nd Undy- 
ing Mr. Freeze.* 'Good,' said he; ' when you get your lesson learned let me know, and if 
you don't grow too old before that time, you can hav^a pass to superintend the schools of the 
Union.' " 

The Cuyahoga county Teachers' Association met at Cleveland on the 8th and 9th ult., and 
valuable and instructive lectures delivered, and exemplifications of methods of teaching made. 

Candid. — ^In Mahoning county we notice that the county Board of Examiners attend at the 
Court House in Canfleld, to examine teachers, spending fifteen days consecutively, appropria- 
ting one day to applicants from each township. 

Dayton. — The High School of this eity has recently had an Exhibition which attracted a 
large number of people. The newspapers of the place urge the Board to construct the new 
edifice of Dayton limestone. One of the prominent firms of Dayton is reported to have a 
country correspondent, who writes after the following style: 

"gents i sonde yu ate bagg^ of rags & Want yew too give Me Credit for 'em and sonde me 
the BU be lo 

Three duzzen pas bords 2 dossen electio spelin bucks on dos sen seckent electic reders and one 
}i a dozen 8 reders, won dos coppie bucks fore riten too reems rapin papre, diSrant sises 1 
reem riten paper number wun too boltz Winder blinds Fancy 50 bis cotton yam Number seven 
to twenty lbs candle weak an won dussen Srimmers for little fellers." 

GteeT^field. — Mr. T. H. Herdman, Superintendent of the Greenfield schools, has adopted the 
plan of publishing a monthly report of the attendance, progress, etc., of the scholars, which 
doubtless has a good effect by keeping the attention of parents more constantly awakened to 
the subject. From his last report we learn that the Primary Department (two schools) num- 
bers 126 pupils; the Secondary 56; Grammar School 74; High School 46. 

The average daily attendance during the first month of the year was 234. 

— The Teachers' Association of Fayette, Highland and Ross counties, Ohio, will hold the 
next regular meeting at Frankfort, on the 1st and 2d of May, 1857, commencing on Friday, at 
2 o'clock P. M. 
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An addreM will be deUvwed on Friday evening by T. H. Herdman of Greenfield, and otiier 
interestiof exercisee and impovtant busineas will come before the meeting. 

Some action will be taken in respect to the propriety of holding another Normal Institute at 
Greenfield daring July and August, and, if deemed expedient, necessary arrangements will be 
made for said Institute. 

JMaita. — ^The Western News Boy recently contained an interesting resume of the history of 
"The Morgan county Schools — Their Progress,- ' which concluded with the following: 
* The teachers of Morgan held their first Institute in 1854, and have held them semi-annually 
and annually, from that time to the present, and teachers generally attend from all parts of 
the county, and seem to take a deep interest in the proceedings ; the result of which is seen 
in the improvement of teachers. And their salary has increased from e'ght and fifteen dol- 
lars to thirty-five and forty dollars per month. We learn by reports that there are sixty sub- 
scribers to the Ohio Journal of Education in Morgan county, which Is nearly double the amount 
from many of the older counties. This proves that the teachers are deeply interested in the 
cause of Education, that they wish to establish as a fact that they are worthy of the name of 
Teacher. 

Mt. Union. — ^With twenty-seven new subscribers, (in addition to thirty previously sent,) 
furnished by 0. N. Hartshorn of Mt. Union Seminary, this enterprising teacher says, " I hope 
to t-end you 80 subscribers during this year. I regard the ' Journal ' as a powerful instrument 
in advancing the cause of general education throughout the State, and I deem it the duty of 
every friend of learning, to labor whenever and wherever possible for its wider circnlation. 
There are over one hundred of our students who are subscribers. The total number in atten- 
dance, above the age of sixteen years, is near two hundred, one hundred and fifty-five of whom 
have taught district schools. Our Normal School department is very interesting. It is our 
desire to do whatever we can for elevating the youth of our country, and we expect, so long as 
the Ohio Journal of Education continues as heretofore, to be not only needed, but wisely adapted 
to effect so much good, to give it our hearty support. 

Morrow. — An interesting Teachers' Convention was held at this village, in Warren county, 
. on the 28th of March. We have not received a report thereof nor a list of subscribers ex- 
pected from Mr. Ellinwood ; but a vAy complimentary article in favor of the "Journal" 
appears in the ^' Teachers' Advocate," as follows: 

" Ohio Jourkal of Edugatiox. — Our State Journal of Education has lately been put under 
the Editorial management of Mr. J. D. Caldwell, Esq. Although Mr. Caldwell is not a teacher, 
and we have always entertained considerable doubt as to the propriety of placing the OTgan of 
the State Teachers' Association under the control of any person who is not a profeisionai 
teacher, we must admit that he appears to have breathed a new life into the columns of the 
Journal ; we believe the subscription list of the Journal is not quite finished yet, (for certainly 
every TSACHBR in the State will have his name there,) and we suppose that no better time 
than the present can be found for those who have not as yet sent on their names, to forward 
them to the Editor." 

Newark. — The popular notice given of ignorant applicaats to be eeartified aa teMdun, we 
hope will partially cure the evil. 

The following is from a Newark paper : 

"We still occasionally meet with strange specimens of orthography, and ane of the eandi- 
dates at our last examination tells us that " whilst " is a " verbe and g^reese with its nomitive 
them. ' ' Another writes of the ' ' ileand of Cicily ; ' ' but these are exceptions. The deficiencies 
of most manuscripts in grammar and geography^ render it necessary to call the attention of 
teachers to a careful review of these branches, before attending examination. On the 14th 
of the present month, sev«ity-one manuscripts were presented, and in seventy of these the 
following lines were parsed incorrectly : 

" While thee I seek, Protecting power, 
Be my vain wishes stilled." 

Not one gave correct the participles of "buy, do and see," and very few recognised the 
existence of the passive voice. We hope that this paragraph maj meet the eye of M«ie 
teachers, and that our examination on the 28th inst. will show an improvement in these 
branches." 
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COLUMBUS, JUNE, 1867. 
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ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE 

STATE OF OHIO. 



MORNING SESSION. 

This Associaticn (organized last December) met in Cincinnati agree- 
ably to adjournment, Tuesday, April 28, 1857, in the Hall of the 
Board of Education — Andrew J. Bickoff, of Cincinnati, IVesident, in 
the Chair, and John Lynch, of Circleville, Secretary pro tern. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Wm. F. Hansell, 
of Cincinnati. In welcoming the Association, the President remarked 
that the labor before them was not the institution of a system of com- 
mon schools, for that had been done by sagacious men who have strug- 
gled hard that means should be established for the education of every 
child in the State. It remains for the Superintendents and their co- 
Igborers in the school room, the teachers, with judicious counselors, 
whom they may find among the friends of education, to so shape and 
elaborate the details of that system, that it may do the greatest possible 
good to the greatest number. We shall attain the speediest and most 
valuable results by coming back to a genuine simplicity. We must 
impart to the young a knowledge of ** Common 7%tn^5," the actual 
affairs of every day life ; they must be trained in the arts and duties 
which they will be called upon to perform in the intercourse of civilized 
society. The educational institutions of Holland and Prussia have 
been celebrated for a long time for the thoroughness of then: discipline 
in language.' Systematic attention is given it before the child is 
taught the alphabet, and throu|;li every stage of his progress, till he 
leaves the gymnasium or the university. Whilst we are independent 
in oar own ways, and necessarily peculiar in our own plans, we should 
not fail to incorporate whatever we can find abroad which would be 

. Vol. VL— No. 6. VI 
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likely to be useful to us. Though assembling from all parts of the 
State, differing widely in our methods of instruction, and perhaps our 
doctrines of education, -who would doubt for a moment that we may be 
brought to agree on material points, in that which may be adapted 
to all? 

Ohio, from her central position and vast material resources, has it in 
her power to be a State of commanding influence in educational prog- 
ress. The Superintendents of her schools must, in no small degree, 
mould the future, in adopting plans for to-day. Our responsibilities 
are commensurate with our advantages. They demand from us una- 
bated zeal, and intelligent labor that knows no fatigue. 

Letters from Mr. B E. White, Portsmouth, and Mr. M. F. Cow- 
dery, Sandusky, who were unable to attend, were read and filed. Rev. 
A. Duncan read an interesting paper, in pursuance of previous ap- 
pointment, on Teachers' Meetings. He treated of the object sought, 
and was caustic in his remarks on what he alleged was the mental ten- 
dency of a majority of those persons who are acting as teachers, attrib- 
uting their indifference to downright indolence — a willingness on the 
part of the teacher to make his pursuit easy, by doing as little as pos- 
sible. To elevate, quicken and invigorate teachers — to make them 
progressive — they need united, associated effort. Observation and 
books may help, but it is by comparing and interchanging, that mental 
and moral improvement is secured. Freely he receives, and freely he 
should give. He instanced the important study of Mental Arithmetic, 
which enters so largely into the training of youth for all classes of busi- 
ness pursuits, as being conducted in many diverse ways, even in the ^ 
same schools, on» of which was evidently the best method. By sys- 
tematic conferenees of those of the same grade, relative excellences 
are tested by examination and comparison, and unity or approach to 
uniformity of teaching attained. 

A crowning benefit of teachers' meetings is the aoqukement of a 
moral power of inestimable efiiciency. By exchange of observations 
and philosophy of their teachings, the moral deficiencies of pupils can 
be traced. These generally centre in the master sin of selfishness. 
The numerous details of when, how, and how long they should be con- 
ducted, must of course be the subject of specific consideration in each 
school, but making it compulsory to attend on the part of teachers, by 
rules more or less strenuous, the essayist contended, was a matter of 
settled importance. 

In the Newark schools these exercises were conducted on Friday af- 
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ternoon, the schools having been dismissed at recess, after exeroises in 
Declamation, Vocal Music, and reading of Compositions. All the 
teachers, with the Superintendent, united in spending one and a half 
hours in exercises specially fitted for mutual improvement in practical 
duties, which time has been deemed to be the most profitable for the 
pupils expended by the teachers. 

The report recommended — 

That teachers' meetings should be ordained by law, and be an indis- 
pensable part of a common school system ; 

That teachers be required to take part in these exercises, as regular- 
ly as the duties of their school rooms ; 

That they should prepare therefor, as is required of pupils ; 

That their attendance be registered and reported, which should have 
its effect in promotions and continuance in school ; 

That one moiety of the time engaged therein be to secure mental 
vigor, and the other their moral welfare. 

This is but a brief sketch of the paper, taken from hearing it read. 
The report was referrred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Lynch, Sams and Duncan, to report resolutions in conformity with the 
spirit of the report. 

Messrs. Catlin, Johnson and Emerson, were appointed a business 
committee to report in the afternoon. 

AVTEBNOON SESSION — 2^ o'CLOCK. 

Prayer by Rev. A. Duncan. 

Dr. Catlin, from the committee, presented the foUo^nng 

Order of Business. 

1. Eeport of Mr. Eickoff on School Reports. 

2. ** ** Select committee on Report of Mr, Duncan. 

3. Selection of .subjects of Report at next meeting, viz : 

1. School Teachers' Licenses. 

2. The Synthetic and Analytic Methods of Instruction. 

3. Training of Teachers ahready engaged in Teaching. 

4. Proper method of conducting critical Examinations for pro- 
motion of Pupils to a higher grade of School. 

5. General Rules and Regulations for the adoption of School 
Boards. 

4. Resolutions. 

5. Amendments to Constitution. 

6. Miscellaneous Business. 
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8 A. M. in winter. First the high school teachers met^ with order of 
exercises in studies which they taught during the week, discussing the 
general principles of the lessons assigned, and the faculties of mind in- 
volved. The next grade of teachers exercised on what was peculiar to 
it, with special lessons referring to the mental, moral and physical de- 
velopment of their pupils, then a general talk on discipline and the 
routine of the week. So with those of the next grade. These are 
sessions of five hours, the most laborious days of the week to the Su- 
perintendent. To be successful, labor has to be constant and unre- 
mitting. This he was rendering, from the lowest grade to that of the 
high school. Tangible results had been accomplished. 
^ Mr. Kingsley remarked that he liked the suggestions, but the diffi- 
culty was, detail cannot be arranged to suit all towns. A plan suita- 
ble for Cincinnati might be ill adapted to many other places. All do 
and should differ. Some prefer to meet on one day, some on others. 
By going into detail the force of the general subject will be weakened. 
We will become too systematic — will place teachers under too strict 
pupilage, reduce them to servitude, kill their manliness. Present the 
spirit of the proposition; hold, but not show the power to control them. 

Dr. Catlin urged that in the resolutions there was nothing too mi- 
nute, fettering or binding. The true teacher comes up gladly to these 
important and essential exercises. This is a test. We don't want 
those teachers who come only on compulsion ; but even these are bene- 
fited by coming, and they should be required to come. 

Mr. Dewolf was not in favor of further instructing Boards of Edu- 
cation, and moved to lay on the table resolutions 3 and 4, which 
motion prevailed. 

The following subjects were referred for report at next meeting, to 
the committees subjoined : 

1. On School Teachers' Licenses — Dr. W. C. Catlin, Mansfield. 

2. The Synthetic and Analytic Methods of Instruction — A. J. 
Rickoff, Cincinnati; D. F. Dewolf, Tiffin; D. F. Johnson, Marion; 
A. B. Cornell, Putnam. 

3. Proper Method of conducting Critical Examinations for promo- 
tion of Pupils to a higher grade of School — D. F. Dewolf, Tiffin. 

4. Form of Diploma for Graduates of Union Public Schools — A. 
Duncan, Newark ; D. F. Dewolf, Tiffin ; E. D. Kingsley, Columbus. 

5. (Continued over.) 

On the relation of Superintendents to Boards of Education and 
Teachers — M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky. 

6. (Continued over.) 
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On Courses of Study and Classification of Schools — J. S. Nelson. 

On motion of Dr. Catlin, the following amendment was made to the 
Constitution : '' That persons, not Superintendents of schools, may 
become honorary members of this Association by receiving a unani- 
mous vote by ballot of the members present, at any regular meeting." 

Lorin Andrews, of Gambier, President of Kenyon College, was 
elected the first honorary member. 

Israel W. Andrews, President of Marietta College, and President 
of the Ohio State Teachers' Association, was elected the second hon- 
orary member of the Association. 

Thanks were extended to the Cincinnati School Board for the use of 
their session hall. 

Mr. A. Samson having resigned, his bill of expenditures, $4.13, 
was ordered to be paid, and Mr. A. C. Deuel, of Urbana, was elected 
Secretary. 

Messrs. Lynch, Emerson and Sams, wei'e appointed a committee of 
Publication. 

The President addressed the Association, encouraging the members 
to an ardent, hopeful prosecution of a work so auspiciously begun, 
which promised so much to the upbuilding of a well-modeled and sub- 
stantial common school system. The Association adjourned to meet in 
Columbus on Friday, the 4th day of September, 1857. Thus closed 
the labors of the first semi-annual session of an Association which 
promises to become a beneficent power in the educational movements of 
the day. 



'* That knowledge, which from human reason flows, 
Unless religion guide its course, 
And faith her steady mouuds oppose, 
Is ignorance at best, and often worse." 

— Lord Bacon says, " Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some few to be chewed and digested." 

** Work for some good, be it ever so slowly ; 
Cherish some flower, be it ever so lowly;, 
Labor I all labor is noble and holy; 
Let thy great deeds be thy prayer to thy God.' 



w 



— Cultivate the power of expression in your pupils. Teach them not only to 
learn to do, but to love to do. 



'^ They ofttimes take more pains 



Who look fbr pins, than those who find out stars." 
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giving his whole time to the duties of his office. Let him hold direct 
communication with the School Commissioner as the representative of 
education in each township. Let him furnish the County Auditor and 
the Commissioner with full school returns in his township ; and let him 
be held responsible in ample bonds for the faithful discharge of his sev- 
eral duties. 

Under this system the office would be honorable. Good men would 
seek it. Libraries would be well taken care of. Schools would be 
reported correctly, and the State Commissioner would have, as fairly as 
the State Auditor has in every county, an executive representative in 
every school district. 

All the educational officers of the State have observed and remarked 
upon the need of local Superintendents of schools. Our towns and 
cities enjoy the advantage of superintendence under the union system. 
If wherever that system is not in operation the Township Clerk were 
employed as I have suggested, the "rural districts'' would in a few 
years rival many towns. 

The time is coming, unless educational advancement be arrested in 
Ohio, when all our townships will have High Schools, as suggested by 
Samuel Lewis in 1836. The plan proposed will further that period, 
already too long postponed. 

I might elaborate, at considerable length, the suggestions I have 
made, and advance a variety of arguments in their behalf, but as my 
object is to elicit thought and discussion, not to support a plan, present 
an address, or draft an act, I need only hope that the Teachers' Asso- 
ciation will inquiringly deliberate upon what ought to be and what can 
be done, for the School Library system in Ohio. w. t. c. 



Teach Children Politeness. — Children should' early be taught to 
be polite to each other, and to those about them ; and here the practice 
of parents is much more efficacious than their teachings. 

** Be courteous," is the brief and impressive command of one who 
wrote as he was moved by the Holy Spirit. The best school in which 
to learn true politeness, is the family. Parents and children, brothers 
and sisters, masters and servants, should be polite to each other. It 
requires little effort to say "I thank you," for any service rendered, 
however small it may be, and under however much obligation the per- 
son may be to render it. 
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EXAMINATION OF TEACHEES. 



Mb. Editor: — An article on this subject in the last Journal, in 
most respects, pleased me very much. Many of the suggestions are 
most opportune, and commend themselves to the thoughtful considera- 
tion of School Examiners throughout tjie State. If adopted, they will 
tend to the accomplishment of a most desirable object, the uniformity 
of examinations of Teachers. At the present time, the prudence and 
carefulness of a Board of Examiners in one county, is counteracted 
or entirely destroyed by carelessness in another county. Some kind of 
uniformity of standard is imperatively demanded. 

But on one point, my connection as well as experience as an Exam- 
iner, leads me to object most strenuously to the views of the article in 
question. I allude to the use of prepared, written or printed questions. 
It seems to me there are objections to their use which are insuperable. 
To thus examine persons, is like examining witnesses by interogatories. 
Indeed not up to that in one respect, for the attorney knows what his 
witness is expected to testify, while the Examiner is, or should be, in 
sublime ignorance of the knowledge of the applicant for a certificate. 
Examination by interogatories has superiority in one case, and that is 
where your witness knows more than you wish him to tell. Such can- 
not be the case in the examination of Teachers where the object is to 
find out precisely what the Teacher does know, as well as the capacity 
to receive and impart knowledge. 

It seems to me that the following objections are conclusive as to the 
use of prepared questions : 

1st. There is no means of testing the actual knowledge displayed in 
the answers, without subsequent questions on those answers. In a set 
of prepared questions no such test can be properly applied. 

2d. The prepared questions must be isolated questions, each one 
independent of the other, or when all are presented on a sheet they 
will, the one aid in the solution of the other. 

3d. By this mode, without the test of questions based upon and 
demanding explanation of, answers given, it is not possible to ascertain 
the comparative merits of the applicants. One person may answer 
glibly with the pen, and be apparently correct, and another answer 
badly, and at the same time, the latter be much the best scholar. 

4th. This mode destroys all the general benefit which might, and 
should, result from the public examination of Teachers. 

Other points of objection might be enumerated, but these are suffi- 
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cient for my present purpose, which is simply to attract attention to the 
matter. Oral and impromptu questions commend themselves to me hy 
the following, among other considerations. 

Ist. They are asked and answered in the hearing of the whole class, 
and are much more varied than prepared questions can he. The puh- 
lio and general henefit of examinations is thus secured. 

2d. They furnish full opportunity to test all previous answers at 
every step, and thus to ascertain whether the knowledge displayed be 
actual and real, and not a mere hook or school echo. 

3d. They are much more likely to lead to a knowledge of the com- 
parative merits of the different applicants for certificates. 

Other advantages might he named, but these are sufficient. The 
real thing to be ascertained by the Examiners is, whether the applicant 
is a living, thinking being, possessed of sufficient knowledge, and with 
ability to lead minds to think and lay up like, or superior store. 
Without mental activity, and power to awaken like activity in the minds 
of the young, no person is fit to teach school. The subject is an im- 
portant one, and needs more attention. h. 



PRIMROSE CORRESPONDENCE. 



My Deab Mrs. Gbundt : — I fear you are one of those unfortunate 
ladies, who, as Holland has it, 

<'Sit on the north side of the Tree of life, 
Peeling wormy apples with a rusty knife." 

For you will have it, that ''schoolma'ams" are terrible ogres, who 
seize upon innocent little children, and thrust them into great, gloomy 
dungeons, where they are mercilessly sentenced to a six hours sitting 
bolt upright, with arms folded into the meekest of attitudes, and no 
variation of exercises, except an occasional coming forward to receive a 
dose of A B C, allopathically mixed with little pulb of the hair — then 
a-b ab, followed by a sudden reddening of the auricular organs, as 
the anatomists say. 

Now we won't discuss the matter at all, for I don't know how to 
** debate" — but allow me to present you a picture which you may 
study at your leisure. 

You see that bevy of little girls sitting in the shade of that oak-tree ? 
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Just give them a glance. DoesnH the fairy in the hlue dress an^ white 
basque, her soul beaming out in a pair of great glad ejes, remind you 
^ of the days of your own innocence ? And the sight of that fair-haired, 
rosy-faced child, with upraised finger, gives all your thoughts an upward 
tendency. Those solemn grey eyes, whose owner is encased in a pink 
frock, befronted with a starched apron, present in their intense demure- 
ness the very model of straight-facedncss and propriety. The " wee 
lady," with dark curls and such kissable lips, encircling in her arms 
the *' dearest little pet," makes you forget the depravity of the human 
heart — don't it ? Now give two glances at the centre of the group. 
She is a blonde, only eighteen, with rich, clustering hair, and a face 
glowing with enthusiasm, lighted by eyes so lustrous, that a prayer 
goes up from your heart, that their brightness may never be dimmed by 
tears. Just then a silvery laugh floats on the morning air, and you are 
really in love with this embodiment of gladness, until something 
whispers in your ear, that this is a Buckeye schoolma'am telling stories 
to her scholars ; when lo ! you are taken all aback, and wish that you 
hadn't seen the picture. 

I know that you are perfectly mystified at the look of confidence and 
love on each upturned face ; it ill accords with your previous ideas of 
lugubriousness inspired by gazing on a vinegar-visaged vixen of a 
spinster ! 

Stop yet a moment, for the Panorama moves again ; the company are 
coming swiftly toward the great school house, with its airy halls and 
ample rooms. One bright face after another peers in at the door ; light 
feet pass the threshold ; each comer takes her seat, not on narrow 
benches, arranged so that the victim's toes shall dangle above the floor 
in painful suspense, oh, no I that is all Greek to them ; but in low 
chairs — easy, as any in Mamma's parlor, with arms just fitted to the tiny 
elbows, and a little shelf underneath for books. Two large vases on 
the table receive gifts in shape of gay bouquets, sprigs of sweet-brier, 
and tofts of geranium, while the bottles in the casement are replenished 
with the same sweet offerings. The windows are thrown open, and the 
soft wind coming in, laden with fragrance, sends the blood dancing 
through the veins of the joyous creatures, giving a new sparkle to the 
eye, and a brighter glow to the cheek. 

Loud and clear ascends the morning song ; quietly are the young 
hands folded, while looking upward, their lips repeat, *' Our Father." 
Now the books are seized : what a busy, bustling air pervades the whole 
assembly, as lessons are conned ! Surely no Senate Chamber ever pre- 
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sen ted more profound face expression, than these rows of little children. 
Anon they look up to meet the well known smile^ to hear encouraging 
words from the loved Teacher, and to feel the pressure of her soft hand 
upon their bonnie hair — a reward for such a determinate ** trying to he 
good," as is perpetually kept up. When recitation time comes, there 
ensue vigorous pouring forth from surcharged intellects, proving all the 
Marys and Marthas, Ellas and Carries, perfectly victorious. After this 
there is a general adjournment to the play ground, and the way those 
sprites join hands in a ** Ring around Rosa," or play ** Puss in the 
corner," or take their turn in skipping the rope, causes yourself and 
Mr. Grundy, even, to lift up both hands ! Their sports give an in- 
creased appetite for imbibing the stuff books are made of, and a vigorous, 
lively recitation is the consequence. 

By and by the smallest darling droops her head wearily, for she is 
near dream-land. She is tucked away in a snug comer, where the 
angels may talk to her, just as if she wiere in her own little cot, with- 
out being frightened away by the scolding of an angry woman. Six 
or eight other eyes are getting dim, and gaps are apparent in three or 
four lengthened faces. An amusing story from the nicest red book, 
and a stirring song, wake up all the old ideas and call out some new 
ones. The queerest pictures are then produced on the tiny slates, pic- 
turesque views of houses in every possible condition, dogs with the fun- 
niest ears, sleepy looking cats, and most unrecognizable horses, all come 
in close proximity. The literary taste of some provokes the pencils to 
print long lines of words from their Readers, which really are a great 
deal more legible than lawyers' MSS. Then a sweet parting song is 
sung, and the great school house with its airy halls and ample rooms, 
echoes the tread of the happy throng as they move homeward. 

Now don't say that this is a flight of fancy, nor protest this is the 
only model schoolma'am on ^hiB ** terrestrial ball," for I conscientiously 
affirm that there is any quantity of just such here in Ohio, and if your 
health requires a trip, (I am positive you have the dyspepsia,) just 
make a voyage of discovery among us Buckeyes. To be sure you may 
possibly find some on the shady side of twenty — but there is so much 
more of honey than vinegar in their composition, that you would never 
suspect such a thing, if some venerable friend didn't tell you of it ! 

Katb Pbimbosb. 

Cleveland, April 27, 1857. 



OmO JOtJKNAL OF BDUCATIOH. 188 



LIFE. 



" Life is action," this is truth sublime, 
Ringing ever on the shores of Time ; 
Sounding in the mighty ocean's swell. 
Breathing, where the tiny brooklets welL 
Life is beauty — seen in Nature's form — 
Her moonlight calm, her ocean storm, 
Beauty, radiant in the eyes of youth, 
Glorious, on the stainless brow of Truth. 

Life is gladness, felt in pleasure's thrill, 
Nourished by the firm, determined will; 
Shooting forth, in rainbow light, 
Making all the dreaded future bright. 
Life is suffering, furnace fires 
Must purify our base desires, — 
Trial shows the sterling worth, 
Takes away the stains of Earth. 

Life is triumph to the earnest soul, 
Pressing onward to its goal ; 
Unheeding all the storms around, 
It firmly makes its destined bound ; 
It feels that Life is in its power, 
Itself can mould it every hour ; 
The records of the past yet live, 
The Present all its aid can give. 

Oh then, be not the slave of Life, 
But rule a victor in its strife ; 
Let sorrow come, but breast its tide, 
With Faith and Valor at thy side 
Stand by the helm, when Duty cries, 
Her course is ever to the skies. 
Though lowly be her path on Earth, 
It ends in climes of heavenly birth. 

Cincinnati, May, 1857. Ltle Ltnn. 



— We notice with commendation, that public Spirited Teachers, invarloas 
portions of the State, are systematically engaged in furnishing short and 
spicy articles, educational essays and information to the public, in the county 
papers of their respective localities, as suggested by us at the State Teachers* As- 
sociatioii. We have noticed such, by Dr. Catlin, Mansfield ; £. E. White, Ports- 
mouth; John Hopley, Bucyrus; W. W. Whitcomb, Wilmington; Isaac Sams, 
Hillsboro' ; A. Samson, Zanesville ; Mr. Porch, Clerk of Union School Board, 
Findlay, and many others. Valuable articles on school matters, appear fre- 
quently in the Xenia Torchlight, Western News Boy, Medina Gazette, McCon- 
nelsville Enquirer, and other papers of the State not now before us. The daily 
and weekly newspapers, when of the right tone, are faithful missionaries amongst 
the old and young. 
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J{latt)emattcal Department. 



PBOr. W. H. YOUNO, ATHENS, BDITOB 



QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 

No. 7. I pay $35 for two notes — one of $15, due in 4 months, at 
6 per cent ; the other of $30, due in 6 months, at 8 per cent. Re- 
quired, the discount on each. 

No. 8. What is the time of vibration of a rod of uniform thickness, 
78 inches long, suspended by one end as a pendulum — 39 inches being 
the recognized length of a pendulum beating seconds ? 

A. B. COBNBLL. 

No. 9. On each side of any triangle construct an equilateral triangle, 
and connect the centers of these equilateral triangles. Prove that the 
connecting lines form an equilateral triangle. b. t. t. 

Remarks. — Mr. James Goldrick has sent us a solution of No. 32, 
substantially the same as Mr. Stevens's, and which was offered for 
insertion in July '56, but rejected on account of the " prohibition." 
Several correspondents sent solutions after the *' copy " had been sent 
the Printer. Remember, to be in time, solutions must be furnished 
one month before they are expected to appear. All communications for 
this department, should be addressed to the Editor, '* Ohio University, 
Athens, 0.'* 



SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS PUBLISHED IN APRIL. 



No. 1. Find the difference between 1 fur. 2 in., and 39 rods, 5 
yds., 1 ft. 9 in., by Compound Subtraction. 

Solution. — ^In solving questions in Compound Subtraction, where 
the ratio of any two denominations is a mixed number, we may prepare 
the question thus : — ^We readily perceive, by inspection, that 5 yds. 
1 ft. 9 in., is more than 5^ yds. ; that is, more than 1 rod. We there- 
fore take one rod out ot the 5 yds. 1 ft. 9 in., and add it to the 39 
rods, making 40 rods 3 in., or - - - 1 fur. 3 in. 

From which subtract 1 fur. 2 in. 

And there remains - - - - - 1 in. Ans. 

JoBL Hbndbicks. 



OHIO JOUBNAL OF EDUCATION. 



186 



Some of our correspondents think the difficulty in Compound Sub- 
traction is not presented in the above example. To dispose of the 
Bubject, we append the following 

Example. — Find the difference between 1 rood 18 in., and 89 rods 
30 yds. 2 ft. 24 in., by Compound Subtraction. 

The usual method would here require us to take 31 yds. from Z(^\ 
yds. ; to avoid which, we may prepare as follows : From that number 
in the subtrahend which has a fractional scale, take the difference 
between unity and the fraction of the scale, and distribute this differ- 
ence to the lower denominations of the subtrahend. Thus : The frac- 
tion in the scale (see Ex.) is \ yd. ; difference between this and one 
yard, is } yd5=6 ft. 108 in. From the 30 yds. of the subtrahend, 
take f yd., and to the 2 ft. 24 in., add 6 ft. 108 in., and the subtra- 
hend becomes 39 rods, 29^ yds. 8 ft. 132 in., with which proceed as 
usual. 

No. 2. A and B purchase a melon, paying 5 and 3 cents, respect- 
ively. C joins them in eating it, and pays 8 cents for his share. On 
the supposition that each eats a third of the melon, how shall the 8 
cents be divided between A and B ? 

Solution. — By the conditions of the question, A owns {- and B f of 
the melon. Since each eats ^, A owns f less \, or ^V* and B f less 
\j or ^^ of the part eaten by C. As fractions, having the same de- 
nominator, are to each other as their numerators, A will have 7 cents 
and B 1 cent, of the 8 cents paid by C. a. a. k. 

No. 3. What is the length of the longest, straight, inflexible rod 
that can be put up a chimney, whose height from floor to mantel is 4 
feet, and whose depth from front to back is 2 feet ? 

SOLUTION BT JOEL HENDBIGES. 
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^ Let AB, BH, and i), represent the re- 
spective positions of the floor, back-wall, and 

£ mantel — and represent the rod by CB, 
which will obviously be the shortest line 
that can be drawn through D, terminating 

Q in AB and BH. For CF, put x ; for FD 
=4 ft., put a ; and for DG=2 ft., put b : ' 

ah 

then, by similar triangles, x i a :ib \ — = 

X 

\B EO. Also, from right^ngled triangles, CB 
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(-=GD + DE)«/a2 + a:3 + -.^«2^a^ = ^-^^ Ka'-fa:^ (1). 
Making the Ist dif. coefiT. of this latter expression =s 0, in order to fiiid 
its minimum, and there results — *" = Z—-ji~.- whence xs 

y^ti^b. Substituting for a, I and x their values in (1), and we shall 
find CE =s 8,324 feet. Ans. 

AoKNOWLBDGMBNT. — All the questious were solved by Joel Hen- 
dricks; No. 3, by Eli T. Tappan; Nos. 1 and 2, by A. A. K., J. B. 
Dunn, A. B. West, W. H. Dressier, and W. L. S. Bailey; No. 1, 
by J. A. H. C. R. S. will fiind that if j\ be put for d, m" n' wiU be 
less than m n. We publish only a synopsis of the solution of No. 3, 
as it will probably prove satisfactory, and the entire solution was 
necessarily lengthy. 
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LOVE IS POWER AMONG CHILDREN. 



As Maying time has come, and flowers are on the lea, it may not be ill-timed 
to relate for the benefit of boys and girls, the following story, as to the angiy 
aissertion of supposed rights. 

Ruth and Amy were sisters. In early spring, as the violeti began to bloom, 
they wer6 playing in a meadow near their father's house. They both happened 
iit the same time to see a violet before them. Both ran to it. Bath, the elder 
fister, came to it first and plucked it. Amy was angry and <!ried oat, * I saw it 
first, and its belongs to me ! ' * No, it is not yoars, it is mine ! ' said Bath; *for 
I saw it as soon as you did, and I got to it first, and plucked it, so I hare got it 
and you shall not have it ! ' Amy was quite furious, snatched at the flower and 
struck her sister. Then Buth became angry and struck Amy. So they fought 
about it and screamed, and beat each other. Their mother heard them, and 
elftaie to see what was the matter. She found her little daughters tearing and 
beating each other. 

' What does this mean ? ' asked the mother. 

'Buth got my flower; ' said Amy. 

'!No, I did not, mother,' said Buth ; * it was mine. I saw it first, and plucked it. 

''But where is the flower ? ' asked ihsXr mother. 

Lo I it had been torn to pieces with the fight! Tfatts eadi claimed the flower 
by right of discovery ; and in fighting to dedde who saw it firat, and who should 
Vave it, both lost it. 

Wiw could this fight have been prevented, and the sweet violet, and the sweeter 
spirit of sisterly love and aff)Bction, been preserved ? Buth said she saw it first, 
md claimed it Atny said the aaw it first, and claimed it How, though Buth had 
tb» HMi in her hand, if, when Amy said, ' It is mine— I saw it iial— I will have 
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it, Ruth had said to her, ' Sister, if 70a think the pretty flower is yours, yon may 
haTe it; I should rather let you have it than keep it myself; I would rather have 
your love than all thefowen that grow;* would there have been a fight — any cold- 
ness or unkindness between the sisters ? None. Well may the Ruths, Amyfl 
and Georges of our schools exclaim, ' I would rather have the affection of one 
kind and loving heart, than all the gold and silver of the ear^.' 



Thx Wobd ov Enooubaobmbht.— a naval officer of distingnished merit, 
speaking of Sir Alexander Ball, an eminent naval commander, said: '*Sir Alex- 
ander Ball has (I dare say) forgotten the circumstances ; but when he was Lien- 
tenant Ball, he was the officer whom I accompanied on my first boat expedition, 
being then a midshipman only in my fourteenth year. As we were rowing up 
to the vessel which we were to attack, amid a discharge of musketry,! was over- 
powered by fear, my knees trembled under me, and I seemed on the point of 
fainting away. Lieutenant Ball, who saw the condition I was in, placed him- 
self close beside me, and still keeping his countenance directed towards the 
enemy, took hold of my hand, and pressing it in the most friendly manner, said 
in a low voice, ' Courage, my dear boy I don*t be afraid of yourself. You will 
recover in a minute or so. I was just the same when I first went out in this 
way.' *' Sir,'* added the narrator, " it was as if an angel had put a new soul into 
me, with the feeling that I was not yet dishonored. The whole burden of agony 
was removed ; and fh>m that moment I was as fearless and forward as the oldest 
of the boat's crew, and on our return the lieutenant spoke highly of me to onr 
captain." 

It becomes the sacred duty, not less than the high privilege, of the schoolmas- 
ter, to foster and protect the boy of genius, struggling amid the pressure of in- 
digence and persecution. When his heart is about to sink under the coi^ict, 
\%t him be told of the triumphs of those kindred spirits who have gone before 
him. Thomas Simpson, who studied mathematics at the loom ; Hugh Miller, 
who mused on geology when he was hewing stones; Michael Faraday, who 
ttade chemical experiments when he was a journeyman book-binder; Fergn- 
«on, who watched the stars as he tended his flocks ; Gifford, who studied Latin 
when he was making shoes; Peter Nicholson, who wrote his work on carpenti^ 
"Wlien he was at the bench ; Robert Bums, who carole dhis sweetest songs as lie 
followed the plow; Benjamin Franklin, who drew lightning from the clonds 
when he kept a printer's shop. 

— It is not enough, when you desire to improve minds and render tfaem 
'Amitful, that the things which you propose to them be good in themselves; 
they ought chiefly to be level to and fit to make an impression upon men of tibe 
narrowest capacity. The Great Teacher, when he came to instruct man, de- 
lighted in making him find out the wholesome truths in a recital, and in the 
jqypearance of a matter of fact Divine wisdom tanght man according to liis 
natural dispositions. 

-- Public opinion is powerful, in proportion as it is independent ; honored, in 
proportion as it is deserving of honor. 

— Only the man who works for the people and with the people, has a heart 
for the people. 
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THE STAB SPANGLED BAlTlfEB. 




1st treble. 
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1. 0, say csnyoa see, by the dawn's ear - ly light, What so proudly we 
Whose stripes and bright stars, thro' the per - i - loos night. O'er the ramparts we 
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2. On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep, 'Where the foe's haaghty 
What is that which the breeze o'er the tow - er - ing steep, As it lit - fol • ly 
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3. And where is that band who so Taunt-ing - ly swore That the haT - oc of 
A home and a conn - try shall leaye as no more? Their blood has washed 
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hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, ) ^nd the rockets red glare. The bombs banting ia 
watched were so gallantly streaming. \ 
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host in dread silence re - po-ses, ) Now it catches the gleam, Of the morning's fint 
blows, half conceals, half dis-clo-ses ? j 
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war and the bat-tie's con-fu-sion, ) No refuge could save the hireling and 
oat their foul footsteps' pol-lu-tion : j 
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THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER.— Concluded. 
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^r, Oaye proof thro* the night) That our t»% was still there : 0, say does that star spangled 
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heam. In full glo-ry reflected, now shines in the stream : 'Tis the star spangled banner. Oh 
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slaye, From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave, And the star spangled banner in 
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ban - ner yet wave, O'er the land of the free. And the home of the braye. 
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long may it waye, O'er the land of the free, And the home of the braye. 
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i, thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 

Between their loyed home and the war's desolation ; 
Blest with victory and peace, may the heayen-rescued land 

Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 
Then conquer we roust, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto, " In God is our trust :" 
And the star spangled banner in triumph shall wave, 
0*er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
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OHIO TEACHERS— THEIR STATE ASSOCIATION MEETING. 



At the same time that this namber reaches the teachers of the State, a great 
gathering of those^nterested in the through lines of Railroad from the Atlan^ 
tic to the Mississippi, will be celebrated at Cincinnati, on our own 6oU> a cen- 
tral point of the Nation's highway, the completion of an uninterrupted railwa; 
constructed at a great cost, over mountain, plain and river, from the monument 
tal city of Baltimore to the mound city of St. Louis. Of itself the occasion is 
one of momentous import, as demonstrating the progress of the West, and her* 
aiding the triumphs of science and art. Presidents and Superintendents. Engi- 
neers and Conductors, Stockholders and People will unite to congratulate each 
other that the mountains have been scaled or tunneled, and rivers bridged ; and 
that, by the iron rail and the " Graded System,*^ the East and the West, th« 
North and the South, are in truth a united people. This event marks a period 
of great significance in Western Progress. Educational men r^oice with Rail* 
road men in their victories. But in another month, Presidents and Superinten- 
dents, Engineers and Conductors, Principals and Assistants, of the great "broad 
track" Educational " Common School" Enterprise of the day, will assemble on 
the Banks of the Ohio, at Stenbenville, near the site of old Fort Steuben, a mil- 
itary post or garrison, the common name for which at the time was "Mingo," 
established at the upper end of a broad, extensive tract of bottom lands, onet 
oecnpied by a band of Mingo Indians, and known as the *' Mingo Bottom," 
where once resided * * Logan" the Mingo Chief. What a strange contrast will be 
presented then, in this July, to the scene of July seventy years ago I 

Two years before the first settlement of Ohio, towit: in July, 1786, encamp- 
ed at various points on the banks of the Ohio river, between Little Beaver and 
the Mingo Bottom, were the Government Surveyors, running the lines of tbt 
" seven ranges" of townships— the first ranges of public lands ever surveyed by 
the General Government, west of the Ohio River. This pioneer band consisted 
of Winthrop Sargent of N. H., Gen'l Tupper of Mass., Col. Sproat of R. I., Capt 
Morris of N. T., Capt. Hoops of Pa., James Simpson of Md., Col. Sherman, of 
Conn., with Capt. Thos. Hutchens, U. S. Geographer. 

To prot^t them from the hostile Indians— Wyandots, Mingos and Shawneei 
— Col. Hamtranck, Capt. Heart, and Lieut. Percy, were their attendants, with 
pack horses and provisions, to escort them to and A-om the survey : their garri- 
son and commissariat depot was Fort Steuben. 

The contrast, then, is wonderful from the day of feeble beginnings to the 
proud period of our present advancement The teachers of Ohio will assemble 
on historic ground. No inconsiderable part has the school teacher performed 
in bringing about the triumphant victories which are occasioning popular rejoic- 
ings—what they have done is in the past; what more and better they may do, 
. is in the future. Who, next to their parents, have a greater moulding influence 
on the minds of youth— the future men of our State — than their daily instruct- 
ors in school ? What armaments and supplies, mental and moral, should be in. 
the arsenals of these Majors, and Captains, and Drill Sergeants of the army of 
Cadets of Ohio ! 

The educators are the Engineers and Architects of our "Internal Improve '^ 
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mente." Tbe raw materials, the brick and mortar, the heavenly stock of Aresh, 
hearts and strong limbs are given them, from which to produce a noble order of 
architecture, whether in temples, palaces, stately halls, or modest cottages,— the 
whole cosmorama is to have character from the skill and taste of each designer. 
For this profession and trust, what completeness of preparation, what earnest- 
ness of purpose are required! what firmness and hope— what consideration of 
expedients — what seeking for pleasant paths and healthftil waters, by which^ 
and to which, .to lead their flocks— what economies of horticulture to be studied 
and practiced, to fence, to mellow the soil, to plant, to water, to dig, to manure, 
to weed, to trim and to prune. 

As the farmer at the Fall Fair, observes and consults, so should the teacher b^ 
earnest for culture, for advance, for progress. During the season past, the curi- 
osities and yearnings for knowledge deposited in the teacher's keeping, have 
been actively and profitably employed— the rough diamond has been polished — 
the change has been well or illy done — it is a garden in weeds, or a model farm. 

How hopeful and happy then, should be the meeting of the educators of Ohio, 
of a noble band of women, the true *' Cornelias'" who can point proudly but 
modestly to their polished Jewels — their pupils ; of manly men, not crusty, 
snappish pedagogues, but lively, hopeful, happy school teachers— not mere tim- 
id essayists, but men who tread firmly, have a grip, a bounding pulse, and i^ 
spring in their step. Of such is composed our Teacher^s Association ; Ohio 
cherishes them ; the State is proud of these men, who know and dare to do 
their duty. Posterity will do them honor, for the deep foundation they have 
laid, for the educational progress effected. 

Looking over the assembly of such men and women, of vigorous and active 
minds and lofty purpose, the thoughtful and hopeful observer, cannot fail to be 
awakened to other considerations than those relating merely to the action of 
committees, technical reports, preambles and resolves, ill considered or well con- 
sidered, but will discover and appreciate their capacities for the great world of 
labor; for preambles, which will, in the operation of their resolves, be the 
whys and wherefores that will attend the report of the temporal and immortal 
futures of the youth of Ohio. Each one present may be enrolled as delegates 
from towns and counties, but there is in each a higher individuality, an inner 
self, each one representing under God, a mission to a certain " forty-five," more 
or less, of heavenly gifted youth. A report of that mission may not be render- 
ed in the " order of business," of an Executive committee, or appear in the pro- 
ceedings of the Association, but a report must be made by each teacher to the 
Great Entruster of his talents. The spirit sense looks away fh)m the present, 
back to the seed time when the teacher, having tilled the ground, deposited the 
hopeful, healthy seed, and forward to the harvest home, and to the great payday 
when inquiry will be made of how the talents have been improved. While the 
opening address is being delivered by the earnest and cultured President, and 
the veins tingle under the influence of the magic eloquence of noble thoughts 
in noble language drest, the eye may gaze truantly down from the platform to 
the pews. Ranged along the seats before the Orator, among the silent specta- 
tors and attentive listeners, may be traced many sympathising souls unknown 
to fame, who have been voiceless perhaps, in Association discussions, but who, 
iike noble missionaries, have, in their little parishes, been true to their mission ; 
have hunted up the truant scholar or non-attending youth ; have imparted to 
the timid courage ; have, in an humble, upright way, inculcated something more 
than the lesson of letters, words and logic, have riveted into the understanding 
thought, have counseled to the mind true wisdom, temperance, fortitude, jus- 
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tice, modesty, patience, and a loye for all the beantles and enjoyments of Tirtne 
—a reverence for parents and devotion to the Supreme Author of all good. 
Verily, these will have their reward. 

The social relations of these interviews are precious and priceless. Let a rea- 
sonable portion of the time of the meeting be allowed, when assembled, for all 
to know each other as one family— kindred in interest, kindred in pursuit, kin- 
dred in destiny ; let us enjoy, while we can, each other's society. 

Without designing to do more than throw out a hint, we thus early suggest a 
subject for the consideration of others — 

Cannot the Vice Presidents of the Association have duties assigned them 
which would make this branch of the organization, now merely ornamental, an 
active agency for great good. Our Association, comprehending teachers or the 
active friends of education throughout the State, is kept up as a means of ele- 
vating the profession of teaching, and of promoting the interests of schools in 
Ohio. As now arranged, the constitution provides for the choice by ballot, an- 
nually, of twenty-one Vice Presidents, the duty of any one of whom is more 
nominal than real, it being to preside at association meetings, in case of vacancy 
or absence of the President. It has occurred to us that these Vice Presidents, 
chosen from the several Congressional District divisions of the State, could be 
made efficient reporters of valuable statistics annually, of educational progress ; 
whose reports to the State Executive committee, would enable them to present 
to the Association annually, a true picture of the achievements and failures of 
the whole field of educational enterprise within the bounds of the Association. 
While there has been State provision to aid Teachers' Institutes, and while we 
have found volunteer efforts competent at times to secure their being opened,there 
is need of something more reliable. A regular duty should be imposed on some 
officer to take general care to provide for and secure systematic meetings of the 
teachers in each district. This would be an effective agency, for the agent would 
be where the work was needed, and could see that Lecturers and Instructors were 
provided. If we truly aim to " Elevate the rank of the teacher by improving 
his qualifications and preparing him to command the respect which is due to all 
who are worthily engaged in so noble a calling,'' we must unite all who are em- 
ployed in the business of instruction, in such a manner that the experience and 
improvements of each may become the property of all. Does not there exist a 
demand for the superintending care, in each district, of some one to present and 
press upon the people and Boards of Education, the advantages and economy of 
the Union School System ? Would not these twenty-one men, say appointed 
for three years, seven being elective annually, form a body, after training 
each other, by concerting and consulting together one or two days semi-annual- 
ly, all go out into their respective fields of labor competent and earnest for posi- 
tive work 1 

The labors of the State Commissioner of Common Schools must necessarily 
be desultory and irregular, during the ninety days the law requires him to spend 
in "superintending and encouraging Teachers' Institutes," delivering addresses 
to the people, etc. For the inadequacy of additional legal provision, it seems 
there could be a remedy in the systematized division of voluntary effort among 
officers of the Association, resident in each Congressional District. By itera- 
tion and reiteration, by counsel and consultation, in door and out door, the fol- 
lowing well summed up plans and means for securing the efficient working of 
our State System of Common Schools, may be taught and adopted in each sec- 
tion of the State : 
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1. Good school houses, eligible sites and ample play grounds. 

2. Properly qualified teachers. 

3. Great care and thoroughness in the examination of teachers. 

4. The active and zealous cooperation of parents and school officers. 

5. Large and permanent school districts. 

6. Teaching a few subjects as one, and teaching them thoroughly. 

7. Teachers* Institutes, Associations and Normal Schools. 

8. School libraries and apparatus. 

9. The introduction of the graded system to the greatest practicable extent 
10. High School and High School Department. 



CLUBS FOR THE JOURNAL ! TEACHERS GO TO WORK! 



The Executive Committee desiring to have this work widely diffused, have 
acquiesced in the application of several teachers, and announce that the " Ohio 
Journal of Education" will be furnished hereafter to clubs of ten, at the rate of 
ninety cents each, or one extra copy to the getter up of clubs ; in addition to 
this percent, the Editor will on his own part, take pleasure in presenting at the 
next Association, a copy of *' Cowdery's Moral Lessons," a work every teacher 
should have in the School room, to all who present lists of twenty new subscri- 
bers at the July meeting. 

Prompt action must bo taken now ; the circulation of the Journal can be 
made a self remunerative one. It is in the power of the Principal Teachers and 
active members of the Association, if they will, and they ought, to so agitate 
the subject among the teachers and Boards of Education of each county, that 
daring the present month, sufficient subscriptions may be made to the Journal, 
to pay its entire expenses. Let every subscriber do something, and«do it now. 

Special notice is given for renewal to all those whose subscription terminates 
with this month. 

The Journal will contain all the published Opinions and Decisions of the Com- 
missioner of Common Schools upon questions arising under the School Law. 
In accordance with his decision. County Auditors are authorized to subscribe 
for it, and Township Boards of Education may order it for the Township Clerk and 
the clerk of each sub district, and pay for it from the contingent fund raised in 
accordance with U^e 22d section of the School Law. Quite a goodly number of 
Township Boards ordered the Journal last year, and a still larger number are ta- 
king the current volume. 

These parties should be called on, and urged to subscribe forthwith. It can 
only be indifference to the great cause, if the hitherto active men of the Associa- 
tion omit this portion of their duty. Will only is wanting. Our Mathematical Ed- 
itor alone has sent forward the names of one hundred and twenty-three subscri- 
bers, from Athens county. Circulate a Prospectus for the^oumal immediately ; 
send their names by mail for the back numbers to January, which contain a Por- 
trait of Dr. Kane, steel plate engravings of the two High School Edifices of Cin- 
cinnati, and several pages of excellent music. 

Will Editors of the State please call the attention of their readers to the "Jour- 
nal" and to the notice of the next meeting of the Association ? 
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—A Female Teacher, who can stand a critical examination in the Engliflh 
branches, inclading History, Algebra, Geometry and the Elements of Philoso- 
phy, wants a sitaation where her attainments can be called into actire nsei, and 
receive compensation accordingly. Address *' Type of the Times," Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

To School Offigbrs.— A Teacher of good attainments and several yean 
experience, both as an instructor and superintendent— a position he at piesent 
holds — desires to change his location. 

Satisfactory references and testimonials are at his command. 

Address J. A. B., Poland, O. 

— We nnderstand that Miss Julia Breckenridge has resigned her position as 
teacher in the High School of the Bucyrns U. S. We are further informed that 
she has won for herself the merited esteem and sincere regard of all connected 
with these schools. 

— For an active male Teacher, address Newton Anthony, Atwater, Portage 
county, Ohio. 



THE COMKT. 



** Portents and prodi^es are grown so frequent, 
That they have lost their name." 

The stock of wonderful commodities has certainly depreciated ! Once, on an 
occasion of an expected earthquake, Seeker, the Jesuitical Bishop of Oxford, 
heard that the women were all going out of town to avoid the next shocks ; for 
fear of losing his Easter offerings, he earnestly advised his parishioners to await 
God's good pleasure in fisar and trembling. 

Several who proposed if they took the next earthquake, to do It in the country, 
laid in a supply of the Mountebank's pills, spoken of by Addison in the Tatler; 
which were advertised " very good against an earthquake." We advise those 
who feel "quaky,'' or are in a comet-osQ state, to apply at once for anti- comet 
pills. 

Some name the thirteenth and some the sixteenth of this month, as the time 
when the wandering orb with bristling beard, fiery head and flaming tail, will 
come into collision with this newly green-carpeted earth of ours. Taking the 
earliest time first, to be on the safe side, it has been predicted that the Comet, hav- 
ing allowed all the world to go to school all the week, and review their lessons 
on Friday, and figure up their last sums, and make a final reckoning on the black- 
board of life, will on Saturday, the last playday, come sweeping angrily around 
with its "long, patent, conical, woolen or hair blackboard rubber,*' and wipe out 
problems, pupils and people at one fell swoop. 

In answer to a letter of inquiry, addressed by the editor of the Journal to Prof. 
Mitchel, the following communication has been received: 

CiNOiMNATi, Mat 23, 1857. 

Mt Dear Sib: As I am not aware that Astronomers expect any Comet in 
June, or even in the year 1857, of course I have nothing to write on the subject 

This entire excitement, so far as I can learn, has grown out of the fact, that 
Hind of London, (Superintendent of the British Nautical Almanac,) has made 
some rough computations with reference to the possible return of a Comet, re- 
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corded as baving appeared in 1556— which has been hy some supposed to be iden- 
tical with a Comet which appeared in 1264. In case this conjecture is true we 
might expect its retarn in 1856, with a margin, right and left, of five or six years. 

The rumor has gained ground by the fact of the discovery of two small teles- 
copic Comets, which have been recently visible, and which the multitude have 
converted into " the expected Comet." The thing is all sheer nonsense, and 
hence I was indisposed to treat it with any gravity. 

It was well to treat the general subject, and show that all computations with 
reference to the movements of Comets of long period are but rough approxima- 
tions, and could never reach to the accuracy required in predicting a collision. 

Yours truly, O. M. Mitchbl. 

Jno. D. Caldwell, Esq. 



m9m 



VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



Sheldon, Blakeman & Co., New York. 

Chronological History qf the United States; by Elizabeth P. Peabody. This 
text book, after Bern's Method, is illustrated with colored plates, designed to aid 
the memroy by means of that natural memorizer* the sense of sight, addressed hy 
these colored symbols. Wc are glad to see efforts made to interest Teachers and 
pupils in the history of oar own country; it is for practical Teachers to decide 
whether the plan proposed by this earnest hearted lady Teacher, should be gen- 
erally adopted. 

F. C. Brownell, Hartford, Conn. 

The Teacher's Guide to Illustration. The Holbrook School Apparatus Co., not 
only provide the best School Apparatus in the country, but have, under the 
above title, published a manual useful to all Teachers, guiding them to teach 
Map Drawing, Topical Geography, etc., illustrated by numerous cuts. A valu- 
able portion is the Familiar Science as to the seasons, the Sidereal and Solar 
year, and the weather, which all youth ought to learn. 

Geobgb S. Blanchard, Cincinnati. 

The Testimony of the Bocks; or. Geology in its bearings on the two Theologies, 
Katural and Revealed ; by Hugh Miller. This is the last, and as some think, the 
best, of the productions of the author who wrote so well of ** The Old Red Sand- 
stone," and of the " Footprints of the Creator." 

C. S. Bragg & Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 

Have all of Payson, Dunton and Scribner's Series of Writing Books. They 
are commended to Teachers and School Committees, who should renew their 
devotion to the cultivation and practice of an art which is a fortune, and the 
only fortune to many pupils early leaving our Common Schools. 

H. CowPfiRTHWAiT & Co., Phila. 1856. 

BUike^s Xjniversal Biographical "Dictionary. Thirteenth edition. Dr. Johnson 
has said, ^^No species of writing seems more worthy of cultivation than biogra- 
phy, since none can be more delightful or more nsefbl;" and Mrs. Barbaald 
truly remarked, that '' often does a single man illustrate his country, and leave 
a long track of light after him to future ages." 
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We are indebted to Mr. Joseph Pancoast, Agent, No. 284 Main St, Cincinnati' 
for an opportunity to examine the revised and enlarged edition of this valuable 
work, comprising a summary account of the lives of the most distinguished per- 
sons of all ages, nations and professions ; including more than two thousand 
articles of American Biography, by the Rev. John L. Blake, D. D., who was a 
pupil of that great New England training master. Dr. Benj. Abbott, who has 
made famous Phillips' Academy, at Exeter, N. H. This veteran, ** one of the 
best and most fortunate Teachers whose name has been recorded in the annals 
of American education,'' gave classic culture to Bushrod Washii\^ton, Joseph 
S. Buckminster, Lewis Cass, Dan. Webster, John A. Dix, Edward Everett, John 
G. Palfrey, Jared Sparks and others. 

This latest edition has been extended to 1366 pages; and includes, besides one 
thousand in the original work, one thousand new articles, relating to individuals 
who have lived or died in the United States. 

As an evidence of the growth of the West, and the spirit of the men who gave 
tone to the early character of our own state, which was a wilderness at the 
beginning of this century, it may be mentioned that this work contains sketches 
of about fifty persons, who in Ohio, brief as it has been a State, have risen to 
eminence. 

This valuable Treasury, should be in the hands of studious Teachers, and 
should be placed by Boards of Education, when in their power to do so, on the 
tables of the Principals in each school building, as a work of reference for pupils 
and Teachers. 

Those who wish to be waited on in Cincinnati, can be served by Mr. Joseph 
Pancoast, No. 284 Main St , who will, on receiving a note, requesting it, attend 
at private house or school room. He also will attend to any order by corres- 
pondence. 

WiNTHROP B. Smith & Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 1857. 

Quite an event in the text book era of the present day, is the recent issue, by 
this pioneer firm, of a new and revised edition of McGuffey's Readers. 

Perhaps no enterprise connected with the school system of Ohio has received 
more attention from authors or publishers than that, which first presented to 
pupils and Teachers this excellent series of reading books, which has entered as 
it were into the very vitality, the bone and sinew strength of our schools. Time, 
however, showed the necessity of some partial improvement in the text, with 
additions to the illustrations. To efifect this in the most perfect manner has 
been a conscientious consideration ; and the remodeled work is now before the 
Teachers of our country, whose judgment must be the arbiter whether what has 
been done has been well done. 

The points of improvement claimed by the publishers of the new readers, are: 

1st. The great amount of primary matter embodied in them, rendering it 
necessary to add one additional volume. 

2d. The beauty of the illustrations. 

3d. An easier gradation. 

4th. The excellence of all the new matter incorporated. 

5th. The increased number of exercises in articulation. ^ 

In the new books will be noticed a separation of lengthy words into syllables. 

— Messrs. Childs & Peterson, Philadelphia, announce that they will soon pub- 
lish a memoir of the late Dr. Kane, by Dr. Wm. Elder. 

Dr. Kane is known to all ; Dr. Elder will be more generally known when his 
eloquent pages shall have been distributed over the land. We have been en- 
tranced by his oratory; we expect to be enraptured with his writing. 
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The Canada Educational Directory and Calendar, for 1857-8; containing an 
account of the Schools, Colleges and Universities ; the Professions, Scientific 
and Literary Institutions ; decisions of the courts on school questions, etc , etc. ; 
edited by Thomas Hodgins, first Clerk of Department of Education, Clerk of 
Statistics. 

This hand book of 130 pages, in the language of its preface, is intended to fur- 
nish information of educational progress and its present establishment in Can- 
ada, where an untaught boy or girl, or an ignorant business or professional man, 
will soon be an anomaly, and a disgrace in our land. In the Upper Province, is 
provided free education for all Canadian children, wherever Canadian parents 
choose. Lower Canada has nearly the same. 

We commend this work as " a receptacle of the excellent liquor of knowledge." 

South Weatern School Journalf Louisville, Kentucky. This is tlie second year 
of this Journal, which has just been forwarded to us. Rev. J. H. Heywood, and 
Noble Butler, editors. We hope our neighbors across the water may be well 
supported. 



^♦^ 



OHIO STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The ninth Semi-annual meeting of this Association will be held in Steuben- 
ville, Thursday and Friday, July 1st and 2d, 1857. 

Rev. I. W. Andrews, Presidentelect, will deliver his Inaugural Address, on the 
first day of the Session, at II o'clock, A. M. An address will be given by 
Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Governor of the State, at 2 o'clock P. M., of the same day. 

The Ex. Committee regret to announce, that in consequence of an engage- 
ment to lecture elsewhere, the Hon. Stanley Matthews is compelled to decline 
the invitation of the Association to deliver the Evening Address. They hope to' 
be able to supply his place by a speaker acceptable to the Association. 

The following reports will be presented for the consideration of the meeting, 
by the several committees : 

" On the subject of requiring pupils to report their own conduct."— J. A. Gar- 
field of Portage, Chairman of Com. " Do Common Schools prevent crime ?"— 
A. J. Rickoff, Sap't Public Schools, Cincinnati. *'0n the condition of the schools 
for the colored youth of the State."— Rev. M. French. *' Course of Study for 
graded schools."— Hon. H. H. Barney. " On the grading of schools."— E. E. 
White of Portsmouth. " On the working of Normal Schools in this and other 
countries."— John Ogden of Hopedale. 

The Report of Prof. Merrick, of Delaware, on the subject of the " Code of 
Honor" among College Students, presented at the last meeting and deferred to 
this for discussion^ will be taken up. 

Any member having matter which he would wish to bring before the Associ- 
ation, is requested to make it known to the Ex. Committee, before the time of 
meeting, s^that a time may be allotted for its consideration. It is believed this 
would much facilitate the transaction of business, and save valuable time. 

We think we may promise, that no efiforts will be spared to make the coming 
Session both a pleasant and a profitable one. Teachers from all parts of the 
State, are therefore earnestly exhorted to be in attendance. 

JOHN HANCOCK, Chairnum JBx. Com. O. S. T. A. 
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SCRAPS. 

"unconsidered trifles, 

Kerry and tragical, tedious and brief." — Shakspean. 

Junk. — ^More than erer have we liad occasion to look to June as the ntd iSug. The pcvttf 
things said of May must have been sung by Southern Poets. Of the baekward May, it nay be 

aaid — 

'* Nor wender man that Nature's bashful face, 
And opening charms her rude embraces fear ; 
Is she not sprung of April's wayward race?" 

— June, sixth ig^onth, begins on Monday. 

Full Moon, 7th day, Oh. 
Last Quarter, 16th " 2 " 
New Mood, 21st >< 4 *« 
First Quarter, 28th " 11 " 

Summer commences June 21st, 7.18 P. M., and the Sun continues in the Summer signs, 
Comeer^ Leo and Yirgo^ 93d. 14h. 7m. 

The movable festivals of the Church for this month, are 

Trinity Sunday, June 7th ; Corpus Christi Day, Fete Dieu, June 11th. June 23d the Jewish 
Anniversary of Thanksgiving begins. June 24th^, Festival of St. John the Baptist. 

"In Spring's afiectionate inspiring smile — 
Green are the fields with promise!" 

tf ay Parties adjourned over to more fovorable weather, may now be held with profit and 
pleasure. The " Journal" wishes all Teachers and pupils to be happy. 

— O'er the wintry boughs is seen 

Springes first light powdering of green. 

Come away ! come away t 

Flow'rs are f^sh and fields are gay ! 

Spring, her early charms discovers. 

Come forth to g^reet the breathing Spring, 
Haste thee, then, for fiery June 

Will tarnish all this freshneis soon. 

— "New Methods," and "Thoughts on Absenteeism, and the powers which teaeli^rs pos- 
sess, enabling them to prevent it," came too late this month, but will appear in July No 

— The School Commissioner, Rev. Anson Smyth, is visiting various portion;! of the State> 
addressing the Mends of Education, and creating a good impression wherever he goes. Ife 
■ask of our Educational friends to avail thems^ves of the occasion of his visits, to stir np the 
teachers by way of remembrance for the "JonmaL" His receipt fbr funds we'll honor. 

— All remember the inimitable and Jkfojm-ly anti-Tobacco Report of the last seasioii ^f tte 
Association. A few of our leading principal teachers yet cling to the use of the weed. We 
are duly notified of a conversion of an " old stager," in the following language : " Now open 
wide your ears for news — let me have your undivided attention while I communicate the great 
and important fact — steady now — so — so — / havt not chewed any tobacco during the past 
two weeks.' Now, ring the tea bell, blow the tin whistle, and fire off the elder pop-gun. Let 
the crickets shout aloud, and the tobacco-worms dance for Joy. There — that. I think, will 
do." 

— M. K. C. is notified that seven syllable patent note books are not up to the spirit of the age. 

Our Music. —In this number we give the "Star Spangled Banner,*' two pages for four parts, 
as sung with thrilling effect in many of the cities of the United States, by M'lle Parodi — the 
Inspiring words of patriotic enthusiasm, it is known, were composed by Francis Scott Key, of 
Baltimore, on the occasion of the bombardment of Ft. McHenry, by the British Fleet, dwrtng 
tlie war in 1814. Oar July nutnber wlU eestain the aiittie of ** HaU Columbia.*' With these 
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two National Airs, onr " Yotmg America" can be prepared to sing the freeman's songs on the 
approaching Anniversary of the Declaration of American Independence. 

L. W. Mason, Cincinnati, will supply for the occasion adverted to, these two pieces of music 
on one sheet, at $2,50 per hundred. 

Grammitigal CoNSTBUcnoK. — A farmer's son, just returned from a boarding school, was 
asked " if he knew grammar? " "Oh yea, father," said the pupil, " I know her very well — 
GroH-mer sits in the chair fast asleep." 

— Will some one in each county present in a succinct report, the proceedingpi of Teachers* 
Institutes already held, and preserve hereafter accurate data from which to make tabular 
Exhibits of the places at which held — the length of session — names of Instructors — of ere- 
ning Lecturers, and the number of members in attendance ? 

— Those who have made themselves responsible for unpaid subscriptions, will please com- 
mence forthwith, to collect the money due from the subscribers whose term expires with this 
number, and secure their renewal. Send us word that we may know to whom the July num- 
ber is to be sent. The money can be sent or brought to us at Steubenville. 

— Let your work be done — 1st, uprightly ; 2d, deliberately ; 3d, resolutely — with an act- 
ive, ardent constancy — a persistent, untamable efficacy of soul — with the energy of How- 
ard ; he had one thing to do. 

He who would do some great thing in this short life, must apply himself to the work with 
such a concentration of his forces, as, to idle spectators who live only to amuse themselves, 
looks like insanity. 



♦•♦ 



(Sbntational Mttms. 



ASHLAKD. — At the recent Exhibition of this Union School, Mr. S. M. Barber, Superintendent, 
%as not present, being on the sick list. In the Primary Department an affecting incident oc- 
trarred, which brought tears to many an eye. The presentation of embellished diplomas was 
in order, and several bright faces had satisfactorily accepted this high certificate of charac- 
ter — the entire absence of '' black marks " — when the teachers came upon one whose owner 
no human voice could call. The teachers explained his absence by reading from within the 
embellished border of the diploma the following testimonial, and the scroll was then present- 
ad to his mother: 

<' Died, February 28, 1867, Willie, eldest child of R. and C. McKane, aged 6 years, 6 months 
and 23 days. Possessing an amiable disposition, by the gentleness of his manners he had 
gained the love of all who knew him, and endeared himself to his teachers and schoolmates. 
He had also good natural talents, was attentive and industrious in learning, and for a child of 
his years had made great progress. He has been a member of tiie Primary Department three 
terms, and at the close of each received a diploma. But he has been called early, by the 
Good Shepherd who gently folds the little lambs in his bosom, and has received from the 
Great Teacher (who calls little children to come unto him and forbids them not,) his everlast- 
ing reward. Now our little band is broken, no longer are we permitted to meet his joyous, 
happy smiles, no more shall his voice join in the pleasant morning song, but tbere is another 
harp heard among the blissful throng which surrounds the throne of the Most High. 

Miss L Farr, 

<* M. BKATtlX, 

«* A. A. Urib, 

Teachers." 
A ereditable Literary Society called the * 'Alpha Nu,*' composed exclusively of High School 
pupils, who have monthly Exhibitions, has been successfully organised in Ashland. 

ATHKins GouNTT — ^lu our notice, in May, of what ** will a$ul wcrk " bad accomplished, we 
stated that the entire subscription from Athens county for this *' Joumal " for 1857 was 96, 
wlMfCM, on «loMr-oo«Bt, we find that Prof. Wb. H. Towig hat, •( his «im notkm, leaitted 
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thig year 123 names. Honor to whom honor u due. The Speaker of the House (General Ai- 
sembly of Ohio) la a writer as well as a speaker, and being editor of the Athens Messenger, 
says many excellent things in a late number of his paper of the Ohio Journal of Education, 
and speaks commendatory of the editor. "We entertain no grudge against this fair-spoken 
man, but trust that he may be gently removed from his seat as presiding officer of the lo*er 
House, and quietly placed, as Lieutenant Governor, as President of the Senate in the upper 
House. 

Sandusky.— E&tI am, Esq., President of School Board, (who has since removed to Tiffin,) 
presents an interesting exhibit in the eight annual report. In view of the evil of truancy 
and vagrancy, so common elsewhere, a citizen of Sandusky has oflfe\pd to contribute $26 per 
month to employ a suitable person to look after truants and absentees from the schools, and 
vagrant children, generally, to be found in the streets: provided a corresponding sum be a|- 
propriatcd by the Board, or otherwise contributed, for the same purpose, during the current 
year. 

Mr. M. F. Cowdery, Principal of Schools, having been on a trip to New Orleans recently, for 
his health, has, we learn, returned to his duties, much improved. 

Fkanklin. — Dr. Patterson has rented the house and grounds belonging to Mrs. Neville, on 
Friend street, Columbus, opposite the Blind Asylum, for the pre>ent use of a school for in- 
structing idiots and imbecile youth, for which purpose $3000 wa-i appropriated by the Legisla- 
ture at its recent session. Pupils will be received alter July. 

Mr. S. D. Phipps, Musical Instructor in the Public Schools of this city, is doing a good work 
in the culture of the musical tastes of the youth and citizens of the capital. He has a musi- 
cal liall handsomely fitted for class instruction, with melodeon, etc. Be has a design to open, 
during the recess of school, a Normal Music Institute, to fit teachers to conduct the musical 
exercises of their own classes. 

— That was a crovming act of Rudisill, the Columbus hatter, towards the *' head " editor. 
It capped the climax. 

Rahilton. — ^The Cincinnati School Board will, after August next, pay the Principals of their 
schools $100, instead of $85 per month. An increase of the salaries of assistant teachers is 
In contemplation. 

Jkffkrson. — We anticipate that Steubenvilie, and the teachers of this county, will entertain 
the State Teachers' Association soon to assemble therein, in a style worthy of its ancient hos- 
pitality. 

The following notice was crowded out last month: 

The "School Visitor," devoted to the interests of our Public Schools, Steubenvilie, 0., 
April 1, 1857, Vol. 1, No. 1, edited by Alexander Clark, has been laid on our table. It is a 
neat quarto monthly paper, for circulation among the schools of that neighborhood. Thanfil, 
in the name of the State Teachers' Association, friend Clark, for the complimentary notice of 
the Ohio Journal of Education. As the Association will assemble in Steubenvilie in July, w« 
would be glad if some active person in each township would circulate the prospectus of thA 
Journal, and have enrolled on our subscription list the names of a majority of the teachem 
in that and adjacent counties. "What say you, friends and patrons of the "School Visitor"? 

Montgomery. — ^Dayton has conti acted to build a new High School building for $17,500 ; a 
recently passed law having authorized the Dayton Academy to arrange for the sale of its real 
estate to the Board < f Education. 

— At a late meeting of the Wood County Teachers' Association, D. A. Avery President, 
committees were appointed to report on the following subjects: 

Messrs. E. W. Lenderson, W. H. Gorrill, and W. F. Hannon, a committee on Programme of 
Exercises, to report at the next meeting for the one following. 
Mr. E. Elliott to write an essay on the art of Teaching. 

Messrs. W. S. Thurstin and J. B. Newton to write on a subject of their own choice. 
Mr. G. N. Parsons, on the best Method of Governing a School. 
Miss B. L. Bassett, on Primary Teaching. 
Mr. J. 0. Shannon, on the Object of Education. 
Miss M. E. Carr, and Mr. W. H. Gorrill, on Teaching the Alphabet. 
Mr. D. Day, on the Science of Numbers. 
The Association meets again at Bowling Green, on Saturday, the 20th of June. 
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THOUGHTS ON ABSENTEEISM, AND THE POWERS 
WHICH TEACHERS POSSESS TO ENABLE THEM TO 
PREVENT IT. 



Experience bas so frequently verified the assertion, " as is the Teacher 
so will be the school," that it may be regarded as an established scho- 
lastic axiom. 

The Teacher is to the schooras the galvanic battery to the apparatus 
in connection with it : be the mechanism ever so good or only just in 
working order, when the battery is weak it is hopeless to expect an 
activo exhibition of the principles sought to be illustrated ; while % 
powerful battery, even though in connection with imperfect apparatus, 
will often evolve highly valuable and interesting phenomena. So where 
a Teacher lacks energy ; if placed in a good school, but a limited amount 
of good is produced ; while if placed in a bad one, each only adds to 
to the total &ilure of the other. 

So much has been said against absenteeism that it is not contemplated 
in the present article to enlarge the catalogue of evils of which it is the 
prolific parent. Our late State Commissioner (1 An. Rep. p. 42,) 
thus ably and comprehensively sums them up, and more could not w^ 
be said. '' Absenteeism is then one of the worst evils under which our 
schools labor. From a good school it takes away its best influence, an4 
a poor one it renders worse than worthless. Like a worm at the root 
of a tender flower, it eats away all life from the system and leaves it bol 
a dried and useless stalk." 

It may not be without profit to examine whether Snperintendonts aad 
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Teachers laboring with them, do not possess such resources as, judicious- 
ly applied, would tend so far to eradicate the evil as to make it no 
longer a serious obstacle to the success of public education. 

It would extend the present article too much, to examine in this con- 
nection whether the regulation adopted in many schools, *'that pupils 
who are absent a definite time during a stated period shall be excluded 
from the privileges of the public schools," is a beneficial one. This 
might be discussed with great advantage at our approaching meeting at 
Steubcnville. Few Boards of Education appear to possess nerve enough 
to resolve that pupils shall come regularly or they shaU not come at allf 
and leave to the parents the choice ; and even if they do possess that 
nerve, it is certainly not yet a settled question that this exclusion is the 
best course to be taken. It is proposed at present to consider how far 
energetic Superintendents and Teachers can succeed in eradicating ab- 
senteeism by a judicious application of the powers usually delegated to 
them by Boards of Education. 

In the first place there are two kinds of absenteeism — that which arises 
from truancy, and that which arises with the parent's consent. The 
former is hardly included in the present article. Few Boards of Edu- 
cation, and, we presume few parents, will object to a Teacher's breaking 
up truancy in a summary manner. 

It may fairly be presumed, also, that, in the present enlightened 
state of public opinion in regard to education, there are no Boards of 
Education, having the guardianship and control over village tiphools, 
who will refuse to enact that every pupil having been absent from school 
shall, upon returning, present to the Teacher a written excuse for such 
absence, signed by the parent. This will speedily lead to the detection 
of truancy. 

It will then become the Teacher's duty to hedge in absenteeism with 
so many barriers that pupils shall not only find it unpleasant to be ab- 
sent, but shall find it difficult to reinstate themselves after they shall 
have been away. This will make absenteeism unpopular with a large 
class of scholars, and that is a step towards making it unpopular in a 
community. 

In the first place, let Teachers endeavor to educate the public mind 
to hostility to irregular ^attendance. 

This may be done by occasional contributions to the local papers upon 
the subject. By a judicious selection and publication of prominent 
cases in which pupils have seriously compromised their scholajstic stand- 
ing by continued absence. Startling facts will not be wanting in any 
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system of schools where the attendance is irregular; unfortunately they 
are too numerous and too palpable to even a superficial examiner. Ex- 
hibit judiciously, regularly attending pupils of eight, nine or ten years, 
rapidly overtaking and leaving behind irregularly attending scholars 
several years older. Publish such facts and statistics as would tend to 
encourage in their constancy those who send regularly ; while those who. 
are indifferent about the regular attendance of their children will feel 
such home truths so forced upon them as to make them uneasy under 
the infliction. Make absenteeism and the difficulties arising from the 
practice of it, the subject of conversation, citing instances where indi- 
viduals have suffered from it. Keep a private memorandum of the 
worst cases, so that the memory may be refreshed, and when the parents 
of such cases are met, they may be addressed upon the subject. 

While this education of public opinion is going on, let Superintend- 
ents and Teachers enact and quietly carry out such a course of execu- 
tive policy in their schools as will naturally and inevitably tend to make 
irregularity hateful and regularity desirable to the scholars. It is not 
necessary that these rules should be arbitrary or overbearing. They 
should carefully avoid any tendency to deprive any pupil of that public 
instruction which is the right of all, and which should be supplied un- 
trammeled by the oppressive regulations and peculiar idiosyncrasies of 
any person. 

Such resolutions as the following would interfere with the just rights 
of no one : 

I. When any pupil is absent for any cause except sickness, (either 
personal or of some member of the family,) let the seat of such pupil 
be forfeited, and let any other pupil of the same sex and class, who 
may desire to do so, occupy the same. Where two desire the seat, pre- 
fer the most regular attendant. 

n. Let there be a separate place for all absentees under every cir- 
cumstance without exception. All, upon entering, must go there until 
excuses have been called for and examined. 

m. Let the Teacher exercise a judicious discrimination as to wheth- 
er the absence was justifiable and the excuse rendered is satis&ctory. 

lY. Establish special seats for absentees, which they shall occupy 
after their return to school so long as the Teacher shall deem it advisa- 
ble, taking into consideration the cause of absence, excuse rendered, 
general standing of pupil, and other extenuating circumstances. 

Y. All occupying these seats should be deprived of any special 



204 OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUOATIOH. 



looal privileges which the scholars may have been in the habit of enjoy- 
ing. At recess and at dismission they should also be the last to leave. 

YI. Any pnpil missing a recitation should upon rejoining the class, 
stand at the foot. 

Vn. Where a scholar is frequently absent, if such scholar fail to 
maintain a definite, average, established standing in his (or her) respec- 
tive classes, let such be transferred to a lower class, both as a punish- 
ment, as a warning, and as an act of justice to those who attend regu- 
larly. 

YIII. Where a scholar is so sent down, take care that the act is 
made sufficiently prominent ; and that the cause is well understood by 
all the scholars, for they will be certain to talk about it at home, and 
it will often effect more benefit among those who are not habitually ab- 
sentees, than it does upon the unfortunate absentee who has been made 
to suffer. 

IX. Publish the names of the most regular and their respective 
positions in their several classes ; also the names of the most irregular 
and their positions. Sometimes it may also bo desirable to append a 
brief notice of the grades of classes through which some of them may 
have risen within a given period. 

Some communities take more interest in education and the welfare 
of their schools than others ; this arises from various causes whi«h it is 
not at present necessary to investigate, but the fact that it seems an evil 
inherent to some societies, gives rise to the thought that absenteeism in 
% system of schools is like consumption in the human system ; suffuriog 
the body to retain the hue of health, and promising ultimate convales- 
cence to the end, it gradually and inevitably eats up the life of a glori- 
ous structure and keeps it ever powerless for good. Nor does the re- 
semblance terminate here. As the consumptive invalid can never hope 
for a permanent cure, so absenteeism can never be entirely eradicated 
from our schools. But as the consumptive can, by a careful and con- 
stant adherence to the laws of life, baffle and arrest the enemy which 
would speedily destroy him ; as like the celebrated Dr. Andrew Coombe, 
he can keep the disease in check by a rigid and systematic regard for 
nature and a respect for her imperious laws, and finally sink to sleep a 
comparatively old man after a life of usefulness, po by the constant 
figilant prosecution of a well digested code of rules. Superintendents 
%nd Teachers can so far reduce absenteeism in their schools, that it 
would no longer be regarded as the one great impediment to the suc- 
cessful working of our Union School System of Public Education. 
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To effect this, however, reqaires patient persevering effort. To relax 
is to relapse, and to relapse seriously to fail. The foregoing suggestions 
could be carried into effect, and, if jndisiously executed, could be defend- 
ed successfully by any Teacher and would force even a careless indiffer- 
ent Board of Education to acquiesce in them ; at the same time they 
attack the rights and privileges of no scholar in such a manner as to 
a£R)rd grumbling or ignorant parents a pretext for asserting that they 
deprive any pupil of power to prosecute his education to the utmost. 

If a few faithful laborers shall be lead to devise more efficient meava 
for securing regularity of attendance than they have hitherto done, then 
it may be hoped that these few thoughts are not entirely unworthy of 
the pages they are designed to fill. bucthus. 



NEW METHODS. 



Much has been said within a few years by our educators, of the evils 
of memoriter recitations. To remedy these evils, some of which are 
real, and more imaginary, various devices have been resorted to ; among 
which the lecturing method, a kind of ** royal road to knowledge,*' 
stands very prominent : a method in which the Teacher not only does 
the studying, but the reciting also. With a weakness incident to our 
nature, the advocates of the method, in avoiding Scylla have fallen upon 
Chary bdis. I am aware that its supporters do not state their views in 
very distinct terms, but by a phraseology exceedingly loose and indefi- 
nite, they deceive both the public and themselves, as to their real posi- 
tion. 

As methods of instruction, like institutions, live forever in the society 
they mould, it becomes an inquiry of immense importance, as to which 
are the best. 

In pursuing this investigation, every one must be struck by observ- 
ing the radical changes a few years have introduced into all depart- 
ments of education. We learn nothing as our fathers learned it. 
Toong America like, we *' whistle down the wind" their patient plod- 
ding industry, as too slow for the enlightenment of the latter half of 
the nineteenth century. That the ways of our fathers were perfect, 
none will be found hardy enough to assert, yet are we constrained to 
admit that there were scholars, and good ones too, before the Agamem- 
nons of modern educational reform. 
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A close observation has impelled uff to the conclusion, that in aban- 
doning old methods, we have not been sufficiently careful in selectmg 
others. We have been too prone to seize, upon any floating theory, if 
it be but new, and without reason or reflection, adopt it, praise it, and 
in every way commend it to others. 

That our methods should be philosophical, adopted to the development 
of the faculties of the mind in the order in which nature develops them, 
all will agree ; yet how few of our Teachers endeavor to attain this phi- 
losophical method. Socrates, and Pestalozzi — whose plan is almost iden' 
tical in its main features with that of Socrates — are the only exceptions 
that now occur to me. Instead of founding our methods on the firm 
rock of an enlightened philosophy, we resort to a rule miserable and 
blind, and destined in a majority of cases, to yield nothing but disap- 
pointment, — the "try rule." We tried the memoriter method, and 
found it in many points defective ; then, of course, something else must 
be tried ; and that something else as being farthest removed from that 
in use, happened to be the lecturing method. 

Under this method, I fear, are growing up a laxness of mental disci- 
pline, and a superficiality of knowledge, to be deplored by every friend 
of thorough culture, and sound acquirements. To show that this su- 
perficiality naturally results from the method of instruction, will not, I 
think, be difficult. 

Ere the method could be introduced in its full blown beauty, its ad- 
vocates found it necessary to depreciate the value of text books. In- 
stead of being considered helps, they were declared such hindrances in 
the way of mental growth, that they ought to be entirely banished from 
the hands of Teachers; and pupils were to have them or jiot, as hap- 
pened to be most consonant with their feelings ; or, if not allowed to go 
that far, they were to be permitted to make their own selections. It 
was contended, that, if the Teacher was himself full of his subject, by 
some process not very clearly explained, the pupil would also be filled. 

The writer may be here allowed to make what some will consider tbe 
very humbling confession, that notwithstanding all the new lights, be 
has a strong and abiding affection for good text books ; and he hopes 
the manufacture of that kind will go on in an accelerated ratio. He 
would further add to his offense, by declaring it to be his fixed belief 
that he has learned more from one such book, than from all the lectures 
he has ever heard put together — and he has been delighted and bored 
by as many, probably, as any one of his years. 

Without the aid of the eye, our culture would certainly be most mis- 
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erably cramped and defective. Now by the lecture the ear alone is in- 
formed, and the eye can afford no assistance. Bat place the text-book 
beneath the student's eye, and he has before him his kingdom of thought 
to be conquered ; it may be a field limited in its extent, it is true, and 
not over fertile, but still it must be subjugated before other and more 
extensive acquisitions are attempted, as it will not do to leave an army 
of ignorance posted in the rear. If he fails in his first charge, as he 
probably will, and in many others, he can return to the attack again 
and again. He knows exactly where the enemy lies intrenched, and 
he spends no unnecessary time in searching him out, but proceeds at 
once to make a descent upon his stronghold. 

But to drop the figure — every man knows that no one can become 
a scholar by listening to lectures alone, however animated, learned and 
eloquent ; nor by reading, however wide that reading may be ; nor by 
both combined. Something more is required. It is necessary to pur- 
sue a science in a methodical manner, and in order to do this the foun- 
dation of its knowledge should be laid by a careful and assiduous study 
of a well-arranged text-book. However well it may be, nay, essentially 
necessary, for the Teacher to know many books on the subject in which 
he is giving instruction, and something beyond books, yet the pupil 
himself, in his early training, should not be encouraged to dissipate his 
powers, by what, with him, can be but a very superficial dipping into 
numerous authors. After his mind has become disciplined and ma- 
tured by age and culture, the store-houses of knowledge may bo freely 
thrown open to him, without any danger of what farmers would call a 
'* founder." In early training is the adage, ''know few books and 
know them well," specially applicable. 

In the lecture method of instruction, the pupil appears to me to oc- 
cupy the position of a sponge, absorbing whatever the Teacher, Arom a 
retentive memory and an extensive reading, may choose to deluge him 
with ; and resembling the sponge in another particular, in that it does 
not take a great amount of pressure to squeeze him dry. 

Have you ever seen a recitation conducted in "the newest style?" 
If not, I will try to describe it to you. A long class of young ladies, 
(I choose a class of young ladies as an example, because the style is 
believed to be peculiarly adapted to their capacities, and hence is im- 
mensely popular with keepers of fashionable Boarding Schools, who 
look upon the capacities of girls and boys as widely dissimilar institu- 
tions,) file into the recitation room and take their seats, in the best of 
order. The Teacher, who has read everything on his subject, is fully 
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Ibaded, and will go off on the least provooatton. Bat few qnestioiMi 
are asked, and those few are bat in such a manner as to injure a& 
answer. The greater part of the hoar allotted to the recitation, is con- 
sumed bj the Teacher in telling his class what he knows of the sobjeot 
— and very agreeably he does it too. The papils of course knew« when 
the lesson was assigned, that they would not be called on to recite it, 
that the Teacher would take the onerous task off their minds ; and 
justice compells me to add, that he is none the less popular for it. Ob- 
serve the countenances of the different members of the class. How 
pleased and interested they look ! Surely, you think, this man is do- 
ing a good work. Be not deceived ; he is unwittingly stultifying those 
naturally fine intellects. There is no mental culture there. Examine 
the class. You will find they can tell you nothing, not even of the 
lecture they have just heard. The intellect may have been very pleas« 
antly titillated, but no deep furrows have been plowed in the mindl' 
fallow, and no seeds of knowledge have been dropped therein. I grant 
that useful crumbs of information may accidentally be picked up in this 
way, but any mental discipline acquired worth the having, never. 

My ideas of a good recitation are somewhat different from this. I call 
that a good recitation which is given with clearness and fluency, and 
not in too many words ; for the pupil should be early taught to avoid 
that error too grievously common, of spreading a little thought over a 
great sarface. And further, I like to see a Teacher a good listener, 
rather than a showy talker — one who says but little himself, but has 
the faculty of making his pupils talk, and talk well. 

In their dislike for memoriter recitation, even thoae who have not 
become entirely enamored with the lecturing method, but yet incline to 
the belief that good mental discipline requires some little btudy on the 
part of the pupil himself, fall into a very grave error. Instead of fol- 
lowing the text book, the pupil is allowed to give definitions in his own 
words. Every thinking mind must perceive, that if the latter course 
is pursued, the inevitable result will be a laxness and indefiniteness, &tal 
to any after just conceptions of the subject. No mere boy, and bat 
few men, can give exact and logical definitions. A definition should 
be cumbered with no useless words, but be given in the least possible 
number, that will convey the exact idea. Can this be done from a 
boy's own limited resources of thought alone ? We are accustomed to 
say, *'if my pupil gives me the idea, I don't care for the words" — as 
if the idea and the words could be separated ! Have you ever noticed 
how extremely limited the vocabulary of children is — even of those in 
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the highest classes of our publio schools ? And oan it be supposed, 
tiuit with their small stock in trade of words, such children can get up 
a definition jn mathematics, grammar or any other science, that % 
Teacher ought to receive ? Such an idea is simply absurd. Judging 
from the frequent failures, definitions must be very difficult for even 
our best authors, those who have spent years of careful study on their 
respective branches. 

The pupil then should commit the definitions to memory. I care 
not whether they be found in the text book, or formed by the Teacher. 
But after the best form has been determind upon, that is what should 
be taken, suffering nothing to be added nor 8ubtra(ited. 

But it is urged, that if ** book definitions are required, we are in 
danger of obtaining mere words without ideas, thus lumbering the brain 
with useless furniture. Why this should be the case, if the Teacher is 
a competent one, more by this method than any of the looser ones, I 
am at loss to know. 

It was the remark of a distinguished Teacher, who followed the mem- 
artier method most rigidly, that the A were two things to be got in a 
lesson, the letter and the spirit ; and that it was always his aim to have 
pupils get both, and although he could not always be sure of the latter, 
he could of the former ; and he thought that much better than a failure 
in both. How often a failure does take place in both under our im- 
proved fast methods, is a question for each Teacher's own experience. 

But it may be inquired whether the lecture method is always objec- 
tionable. My reply wouli be, "certainly not always." I have no 
doubt there is a point in a mental culture, where it may be most prop- 
erly applied ; but just as surely that point is not reached in our prima- 
ry or grammar schools. Before this method is used, the student should 
have received that kind and amount of mental drill, that will enable 
him to arrange his facts systematically, and to reason upon them logi- 
eally. 

I regard the German system of education, however fashionable it 
may be with some of the advocates of unlimited freedom on this sub- 
ject, to denounce it as a cunningly devised scheme of tyrants, to fetter 
the minds of their subjects as they have the bodies, as the only one 
worthy the name of system. Other nations, our own among them, have 
methods but not systems. In the German system, the different parts 
all fit beautifully into each other, each school doing its own work, and 
that alone ; there is no lapping back, but firom the beginning there is 
a steady onward progress. The primary school does its work up to a 
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certain point ; there the gymnasium takes up the pupil and pves him 
that thoroughly mental drill necessary to fit him for the University, 
which stands at the apex of the system. This, with its libraries, and 
its lecturers whose fame is bounded only by the circumference of civili- 
zation, has no parallel in other countries. There is dropped into a soil 
thoroughly prepared, the seeds of a knowledge mighty for the quicken- 
ing of thought. 

With us then, as in Germany, would I confine the lecturing method 
to the final stage of a youth's education. Engrafting this on a solid 
basis, we should induce in our young men such a freedom and power 
of thought, and such an originality and perseverance of investigation, 
as would give them a proud place among the most profound scholars of 
the world. 

The above thoughts were suggested by reading in the May number 
of the Journal a short extract on the subject of Kote Becitations. I 
think I see such evidences of haste to be learned, in all our methods of 
instruction, that I deem it both a duty and a privilege to utter a word 
of warning, and to give my voicelin favor of sound instruction. If we 
cannot keep the flash method of doing things, out of any other depart- 
ment of life, let us as sober and earnest men try at least to exclude it 
from our educational training. J. h. 



TEACHING ELEMENTARY SOUNDS. 



BY CUARLES S. ROYCE. 



I was much pleased to see an article, in the May number of the 
Journal, upon this subject. Of the importance of this branch of instruc- 
tion, it seems to me, there can be but one opinion. But I cannot say 
with Primus, that ** there are few schools in which it is not daily, and we 
might say hourly, practiced/* if by that he means to say that the giv- 
ing of this kind of instruction is practiced. That we are practicing 
upon the elementary sounds of our language during almost every wak- 
ing hour, from our cradles to our graves, is true, and that, during all 
that time, we fail to enunciate as we should, is also true ; but, in travel- 
ing over our state for the last four years, I have found that, in a major- 
ity of the schools which I have visited, they fail to give any instruction 
in this important branch of education ; and, whore some little instruction 
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18 given, I have found that '' the method porsoed" gives little "valu- 
able exercise." 

For six or seven years, I have pursued a method differing from the 
''one method," of which Primus speaks. 

This method I will explain, after saying, that I am by no means vain 
enough to suppose that it is perfect, and, that at times I resort to the 
method spoken of by Primus. 

When I commence with children or with adults, I do so without a 
ohart, and with no other aid than a black-board and a piece of crayon. 
I define an elementary sound for them thus : ''An elementary sound 
IS a sound used in speech^ which cannot be decomposed, or separated 
into component parts." 

I now write monosyllables for analysis, in order that they may ascer- 
tain how many elementary sounds there are in each ; thus see^ saw, 
owe, ache, awe, etc In ascertaining the number of elementary sounds 
they must remember that those sounds only are elementary, which can- 
not be separated into component parts ; and they will ascertain that 
sometimes an entire word may be composed of one elementary sound. 

After this preparation, I take another step. I inform them that all 
sounds x^ed in speech are either voiced or whispered; that a voiced 
sound is one that is produced with a vibration of the vocal chord ; and, 
that a whispered souno is one that is produced without such vibration. 
Again we commence the analysis of easy words ; and the pupils deter- 
mine, not only how many elementary sounds there are in a word, but' 
whether they are voiced or whispered. 

When they can easily distinguish a voiced sound from a whispered 
one, we again advance. They are now told, that, whether voiced or 
whispered, sounds are either obstructed or unobstructed by the articu- 
latory organs ; which are now named to them. Again we commence 
the analysis of words ; and they are called upon to determine the nature 
of each sound thus far. 

At our next step, they are informed, that, if sounds are obstructed 
they are obstructed at the lips, teeth, gums, hard palate, or soft palate. 
Again we analyze words, and they determine all these points. 

Now, J inform them that those sounds may be obstructed by such a 
eontact of the organs of articulation, as will, for a moment, stop the 
passage of the sound, or by such a contact as will permit its continu- 
ance. The former I call a perfect contact of the organs ; and the latter, 
SL partial contact of them. All these things are now to be determined 
by the analysis of words. 

But, if we determine that a given sound is unobstructed, then, if it 
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is voiced, we determine whether it is a simple sound, or a sonnd in 
which one simple soand glides into another. The latter, for want of 
a better term, I call a compound sound. 

If simple, they are asked to determine whether they are limg or short; 
and if compound, whether they are open or close. We recognize no 
subdivisions of the unobstructed, whispered sounds. 

Of course, this work must be the work of many weeks with children ; 
and, with the class of pupils that we find in our Normal Schools, I 
have found it profitable to spend an hour a day for four or five weeks 
in going over the ground that I have endeavored to viark out here. 
And, during most of this time* I have no use for any other chart, than 
the one we make on the black-board ; and this I wish to have effaced 
at the close of every lesson, and reconstructed, by a pupil, at the com- 
mencement of the next. 

While questioning pupils in this way, there will be times, when they 
will not agree, as to the nature of a given sound. In such cases, I 
would, by all means, avoid deciding for them ; but, after giving them 
an opportunity to express their opinions, first orally, and afterwards by 
the uplifted hand ; I would analyze other words, selecting such as will 
give them new light, and, then give them another opportunity |o express 
their opinions. At other times, I would have them repeat the sound, 
both by itself and in connection with other sounds. If they cannot now 
decide upon its nature, with tolerable unanimity, we may leave it until 
to-morrow. 

Thus, it will be seen, that while they are exercising their vocal 
organs in the enunciation of the elemenatry sounds, they are also ex- 
ercising their intellect in determining the manner in which those sounds 
are produced, and the resultant nature of the sounds. In doing this, 
I do not unfrcquently require them to repeat a sound fifty, and some- 
times a hundred times ; but, since they are endeavoring to determine 
the manner in which the sound is produced, this is not wearisome to 
them. 

Again, I would say that I by no means discard the concert exercise 
upon charts. It is good in its place. In addition to this, we should 
call for the enunciation of difficult combinations of sounds. And all 
these exercises should be combined with orthographic parsing. This 
labor should be performed with a feeling that we, as Teachers, are re- 
sponsible for the slovenly manner in which our language is pronounced. 

I give iny address, (Hudson, Erie county, 0.,) in order that Pri- 
mus, or others desiring to do so, may communicate with me. 



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUGATIOV. 218 



EDUCATION. 



'* What is it to rightly educate a human being?" This is a hard 
question, and few have been able to give an answer, satisfactory, even 
to themselves. It should, however, be our constant study and aim to 
find a correct answer, for it is of the utmost importance that every 
Teacher should have some definite idea of what constituteo an educa- 
tion. 

All agree that education is 720^ simply giving instruction. It does 
not consist in conveying knowledge from mind to mind, nor m putting 
a child through a certain number of books, in a given space of time, 
and cramming the tender mind to its utmost capacity with facts, statis- 
tics, rules and definitions; yet many still pursue this very course. The 
acquisition of knowledge is always the means, but not the end of all 
true education. 

Every citizen of a free Eepublic should have such an education as 
will enable him to think, reason, judge, and act for himself; to exercise 
his own understanding on ail questions pertaining to his own, or his 
country's welfare. This is the education ieeded by the youth of our 
country, and it must be imparted to them, or rather acquired by them 
in our Common Schools. 

Education is development. In consequence of certain fixed laws in 
nature, every individual, whatever its species or order, begins and in- 
creases until it attains to its state of fullest development. ** The mi- 
croscopic monad develops into a fetus, the fetus into a child, the child 
into a man ; from beginning to end, all progressive development, ac- 
cording to a determinate order of things." It is the province of educa- 
tion to aid in this marvelous process. Its object is to arouse the mind 
to immediate thought ; to awaken its powers to observe, remember, 
reflect, and combine ; to inspire it with lofty aspirations, and an insa* 
tiable thirst for knowledge ; and to lead forth all the faculties into har- 
monious action. 

The conclusion, then, is, that the only true education, which the 
Teacher is capable of giving his pupil, is to fit him to educate himself. 

"Every individual of the human race," says Mr. Combe, ** is born 
in utter ignorance, and starts from zero in the scale of knowledge, so 
that he has the laws to learn for himself." He must do it himself; no 
one can do it for him. But the educated and mature mind may mark 
out for the youthful and uneducated mind, such a course of study, 
thought and discipline, as will promote its growth, and may lead it 
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along this channel to the point where it may safely be left, to go on 
and educate itself. If a Teacher understands how to accomplish this, 
and attends to the cultivation of the powers of the body as well as those 
of the mind, and also, to the moral powers of the mind as well as the 
intellectual, he cannot fail of success. He will impart an education 
which will make a man happy, prosperous, active and useful. It will 
give him strength, energy, self-reliance and perseverance. It will teach 
him to investigate, compare, analyze subjects, and pass judgment upon 
them. 

Now, have we made progress in this matter, during the last fifty 
years ? If we were to go back to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, and trace the changes made in our Common Schools, and the 
results of the instruction therein given, down to the present time, 
would it appear the great question has been solved ; and that we do 
now understand fully what it is *'to educate a human being aright"? 
The branches of study now pursued in our Common Schools, Acade- 
mies, and Colleges, are five times as numerous as they were fifty years 
ago. Can the boys of to-day read, write, and keep accounts, better 
than those of the same age in the year 1800 ? Are they better fitted for 
the mechanical arts, farming, mercantile affairs, or for officers of ships ? 
Have we greater lawyers or better theologians? 

We doubt not that the studies in all the schools fifty years ago were 
too few, but there is a possibility that we are running into the other 
extreme. As elementary pursuits they had better be few, and well un- 
derstood, than many, superficially examined. There is danger of taking 
more into the mind, as there is of taking more into the stomach, than 
can be well digested, in which case it weakens rather than improves. 

The wisest of men learn but little of what they know from books. 
If we can create a thirst for knowledge, and industrious, thoughtful 
habits, we have done enough ; in attempting to finish education we fin- 
ish mind. 

It is an absurd notion, though often acted upon, that education te^ 
minates when the pupil leaves the school ; that he may cease to direct 
his attention to the acquisition of knowledge, or the formation of new 
habits, and remain content with what he has already acquired. This is 
surely a mistaken idea. Education, considered in its broadest sense, 
comprises every thing which tends to impart strength and vigor to the 
animal system — to illuminate and expand the intellectual faculties, and 
to soften and regulate the feelings and affections of the heart. That 
these ends may be attained^ it is necessary the coarse of instiucti<ni 
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should continue, not merely five, ten or twenty years, but during the 
whole period of life. Education, so far from being finished at the age 
of fifteen or sixteen years, may be said to have been just commenced. 
If, upon examination, it shall appear that we have erred in this mat- 
tbr, let us at once apply the remedy. Let us no longer pursue a course 
of instruction which simply crowds the brain with confused ideas upon 
many subjects, which may remain upon the mind for a time in a chaotic 
state, but be of little practical advantage. Instead of pouring in ab- 
stract ideas, that the young mind does not understand, strive to draw 
out the natural powers that God has given him ; instead of pulling great 
loads upon the natural powers until they bend, weaken and break, tem- 
perately supply them with such food as shall strengthen them for the 
duties of life ; instead of exerting certain powers to such an extent that 
parents and visitors are astonished at the aptness of the pupil in remem- 
bering names and dates, and being able to add two or three columns of 
figures at once, properly exercise and discipline the mind, that it may 
be brought within control. Above all, let us attend to the cultivation 
of the moral powers. Let us bring the moral precepts of Christianity 
to bear upon every malignant passion or affection that manifests itself, 
and any delinquency that appears in the conduct of our pupils. 

OONSBRTUM. 



METHODS OF EXAMINING TEACHERS. 



Mr. Editor — Sir: The objection so courteously advanced by H. 
in the June number of the Journal, in regard to the examination of 
teachers by printed or written questions may or may not have weight. 
Where a single teacher is to be examined, an oral examination would 
undoubtedly be the best. But where a dozen applicants are before the 
Board of Examiners it would be impossible to do justice to the public 
by examining them all in one day by oral questions. How then are 
the abilities of one hundred or one hundred and twenty to be deter- 
mined on in one or even two days ? 

H. says, *' examination by interrogatories has superiority in one case 
where the person examined knows more than you wish him to tell. 
Such cannot be the case in the examination of Teachers, where the ob- 
ject is to find out precisely what the Teacher does know, as well as the 
capacity to receive and impart knowledge." Now if many Teachers 



216 OHIO JOURNAL OF BDUCATIOIT. 



were required to tell all tbey know, I certainly believe that it would 
take tbem a week or more to do it. For tbe credit of oar ablest I trust 
it would. Tell all tbey know ! Write an aritbmetic, compile an Eng- 
lisb Grammar, draw up a treatise on Natural Philosophy, and review 
tbe whole routine of Common School Education ! This would be 
finding out precisely what the Teacher does know, and what H. -writeB 
must mean this or nothing. If it means this, it is impossible ; if noth- 
ing, nothing more need be said. 

The article of May was written in consequence of tbe writer's wit- 
nessing over one hundred and thirty applicants under examinatio n at 
one time — with but one examiner who only took their names and made 
no note or comment throughout the entire proceeding. Of course a 
school officer with such an ignorant conceit of bis superior discemmeat 
would be far more intent upon exhibiting bis own profundity by posing 
the applicants than anything else. Without the use of printed ques- 
tions how would it be possible for the examiners to do justice to tbe 
public? With so many applicants, a week would not suffice. With 
papers the whole might have been examined as satisfactorily as if there 
bad been but three or four. 

The article was merely the embodiement of the report of a committee 
of which the writer was a member, of the 0. S. T. A., read at Colum- 
bus at the last meeting of that Association. I am unwilling to occapy 
the pages of the Journal with controversy, even though it be as court- 
eously and kindly engaged in as H. has entered upon it in the June 
number — and even though it be controversy of the most desirable 
kind, for the sake of improvement, yet if H. desire to vindicate his po- 
sitions, I cordially invite him to a discussion through the columns of 
some local paper, and will endeavor to maintain the positions taken by 
the committee as set forth in the article of May, to the best of m j ability. 

BespectfuUy, h. 

BcGYRUS, Jane 15th, 1857. 



— Who in the same gfren time can prodace more than many others, has 
rigor; who can produce more and better, has talents; who can prodace what 
none else can, has genius. 

— The proper end of all education is, the forming of good men and good citixeu, 

— The pebbles in our path weary us, and make us sore-footed, more than ths 
rocks that only require a bold effort to surmount. 
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PBOf. W. H. TOUNG, ATHENS, E D I T 6 B 



SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN MAY. 

No. 4. If a building 30 feet long is bemg moved on rollers, how 
far will it advance in moving over one roller ? 

Solution, by J. B. Dunn. — As the house advances, the roller will 
measure as much space on the ground as it does on the sill of the house, 
or 30 feet; hence, when the house leaves the roller, its binder end will 
be 30 ft. in advance of where its front end struck it, making a total 
advance of twice the length of the house, or 60 ft. 

No. 5. Prove that the three lines drawn from the angles of a tri- 
angle, and bisecting the opposite sides, pass through a common point. 

Solution. — ^In the trian- 
gle ABC draw the bisecting 
lines EC, BD, and through 
their intersection draw AF : 
it is to be proven that BP 
= FC. 
Draw AH parallel EC, 
""^"--.^^^ \ ^. -'-''' meeting BD produced, and 

"""-'^'^y'' join. H and C. Now the 

triangles ADH and DOC are obviously equal, and AH equal and par- 
allel to GC ; whence AF is parallel to HC. Then from the equality 
of AE, EB, and the parallelism of EG and AH, BG » GH ; and 
from this last equality, and the parallelism of AF and HC, BF is 
equal to FC. q. b. p. 

No. 6. See May number of the Journal. 

Solution, by J. S. Bumham. — The wheels must leave the 
B, for bodies impelled forward descend only in curves, while the tracik 
commences descending at an angle at B. 

The track descends 1 fib. in 132 ft. After passing B, therefore, the 

wheels will fall the y|j of the distance passed over. Let t seconds be 

the time of falling: then the space fallen through will be IQ^i^, and 

the distance passed over in this time 132X16^^'. But the distance 

passed over in t sec., at 83 ft. per sec., will be 83/; hence 132 X 
1.^ 
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16^2 =33^^ or t = yf ^, and 33« = VW ft. == distance passed whfle 
falling, or before toacbing tbe rails. 

Acknowledgments. — All tbe questions were solved by Josepb Turn- 
bull, J. B. Dunn, J. S. Burnbam, James Goldrick, A. Scbuyler ; Nos. 
4 and 5 ' by James Rutberford, Icbabod Crane, and Bond ; No. 4 by 
C. R. S.; No. 5 by Omega; No. 6 by E. N. Solutions of tbe ques- 
tions publisbed in April were fumisbed by Messrs. Scbuyler, Stevens, 
and otbers, tbougb too late for acknowledgment last montb. 

QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 

No. 10. Wbat is tbe amount of $100 in 10 years, at 6 per cent., 
supposing tbe interest to be compounded every instant? 

JOEL HENBRIGKS. 

No. 11. Find under wbat circumstances vulgar fractions are con- 
vertible into finite or infinite decimals. Joseph tubnbull. 

No. 12. Tbe sides of a rectangle are to eacb otber as 2 to v 3 ; and 
tbe diameter of a circle drawn to toucb tbe middle point of one of tbe 
longer sides, and passing tbrougb tbe comers of tbe opposite and adja- 
cent sides, is 48 rods. Required tbe area of tbe rectangle. 

WEBSTEB THOMAS. 



CONTRACTIONS IN QUADRATICS. 

Every quadratic equation may be reduced to tbe form x^ Il|l/?« = 

z|z q. If p is an even number no difl&culty is experienced ; but if it 

is odd, tbe trouble of fractions may be avoided as follows : We will 

bave to square a number like (a + i) ; tbe square of wbicb is a* -{- a 

-j- J^ = a (a 4" 1) +i : so tbat all we bave to do is to multiply the 

wbole number by tbe next natural number, and add \. Thus, tbe 

square of 7^ is 7 X 8 + J, or 56^ of 19^, is 20 times 19, (or 880) -f \, 

In extracting tbe square root of tbe second member of tbe equation, 

if it ends in \, after taking away a^ , tbat is, extracting tbe square root 

as far as we can in wbole numbers, we will bave a remainder, (a-f-J); 

tbat is, tbe remainder will equal tbe root, (excluding tbe ^.) Thus 

extracting tbe square root of 8 V70^ | 29, we find a root 29, and the 

4 same number 29 remaining: 

■ so tbe root of the number is 

49)470 29i. 

441 

29 
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Take the equation x'+ 999 x = 5020. ^f ^ = 499|, and 499 X 
500 = 249500 a:2+999 x + 2495001 = 254520 J x + 499^ 

5020i =1504^ a: = 5, or — 1004. 

25/45V20i(504 
1004)4520 
4016 



504 

Extracting the root of this number, 254520, we get 504, and 504 
remains. Hence the square root of 254520J is 504^. 

If we have not a remainder equal to the root already found, the root 
is incommensurable; the \ may be reduced to a decimal, and the 
extraction continued. bond. 



<««4 



— When Jupiter oflfered the prize of immortality to him who was most usefal 
to mankind, the Court of Olympus was crowded with competitors. The warrior 
boasted of his patriotism, but Jupiter thundered ; — the rich man boasted of his 
munificence, and Jupiter showed him a widow's mite ;— the pontiff held up the 
keys of Heaven, and Jupiter pushed the doors wide open ^the painter boasted 
of his power to give life to inanimate canvass, and Jupiter breathed aloud in 
derision ;— the sculptor boasted of his power to sway a nation with his voice, and 
Jupiter marshaled the obedient hosts of heaven with a nod ; — the poet spoke of 
his power to move even the Gods by praise, Jupiter blushed ;— the musician 
claimed to practice the only human science that had been transported to heaven, 
Jupiter hesitated ; — ^when, seeing a venerable^man looking with intense interest 
upon the group of competitors, but presenting no claim, — " What art thou," 
said the benignant monarch. " Only a spectator," said the gray-headed sage ; 

■J " all these were once my pupils." " Crown him, croum him ! " said Jupiter ; 
r " Crown the faithful Teaclier with immortality, and make room for him at my 
^ right hand." 

— Daniel Webster's Banker Hill oration contains this passage: 

'*It has been said with veracity, that the felicity of the American colonists 
^ consisted in their escape from the past. This is true, so far as it respects politi- 
lb cal establishments, but no farther. They brought with them a full portion of 
all the riches of the past, in science, in art, in morals, religion and literature 
' The Bible came with them. And it is not to be doubted that to the free and uni- 
versal reading of the Bible is to be ascribed, in that age, that men were indebted 
^ for right views of ciuil liberty. The Bible is a book which teaches man his own 
I individnal responsibility, his ovm dignity^ and his equality with hisfeUow men.^* 

; — The eclipsing of anothers sun will not make thine own shine with brighter 
beams. 

" You can not— you can not," is discouragement's tale ; 
But the demon will vanish if yon "never say fail." 
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HAIL ! COLUMBIA !— Concluded. 
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As s band of bro-thers joined, Peace and eafe-ty we shall find. 
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As a^ band of bro-thers joined. Peace and safe-ty we shall find. 
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2. Immortal Patriots ! rise once more ! 
Defend your rights, defend your shore ; 
Let no rude foe, with impious hand. 
Lot no rude foe, with impious hand, 
Invade the shrine, where sacred lies. 
Of toil and blood the well-earned prize; 
While offering peace, sincere and just, 
In heaven we place a manly trusty 
That truth and justice may prevail. 
And every scheme of bondage fail! 
Firm, united, let us be, 
Eallying round our liberty. 
As a band of brothers joined. 
Peace and safety we shall find. 



4. Behold the chief, who now commands. 
Once more to serve his country, stands. 
The rock on which the storm will beat ! 
The rock on which the storm will beat ! 
But armed in virtue, firm and true. 
His hopes are fixed on heaven and you; 
When hope was sinking in dismay, 
When gloom obscured Columbia's day^ 
His steady mind from changes free. 
Resolved on death or Liberty, 
Firm, united, let us be, 
Eallying round our liberty. 
As a band of brothers joined. 
Peace and safety we shall find. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE SCHOOL COMMISSIONER. 

MA.SSILLON, O., Jane 13, 1857. 
Editox Joubnal of Education : 

Dear filir.— -For the last two months, I have been engaged in performing offi- 
cial duties, which are ei^oined in Sec. 50, of our School Law. I have found it 
hard work, but it has been attended with very much that was pleasant and en- 
couraging. I have had an opportunity of seeing various portions of our great 
and noble State. The iron, coal and salt regions of Jackson, Lawrence, and 
Meigs ; the dairy counties of the Reserve ; the wheat growing lands of Richland, 
Wayne and Stark, and other parts of our great Commonwealth, possess points 
of interest to him who visits them. I have received new and enlarged ideas in 
regard to the abundant and varied elements of material wealth which our State 
embraces. 

But my chief attention has been directed to the educational interests of the 
State. I have visited twenty-five counties, have given thirty-five public lectures, 
averaging an hour in length, and about sixty public addresses, to schools. Teach- 
ers, and other bodies. I have visited hundreds of schools, and held with thous- 
ands of people, communications and consultations on educational subjects. 
That I have accomplished any good, I shall not affirm ; that I have been very 
busy, none can dispute. 

My ordinary course of effort on visiting a place is as follows, though modified 
by circumstances to some extent : I spend an hour with the county Auditor, 
who is the chief school officer of the county. Inquire of him concerning the 
operations of our school system ; what objections are urged against it ; what 
changes, in his opinion, would add to its efficiency and popularity. He gene, 
rally asks my spinion concerning the proper interpretation of various provisions 
of our School Law, states cases which have arisen under his observation, partic- 
ularly in regard to taxation and the distribution of ftmds. Together we consult 
and plan in regard to securing prompt and ftiU statistical returns from the 
Boards of Education. This interview and acquaintance prepares us for future 
correspondence and action. 

Wherever I find a majority of the Board of School Examiners, I spend with 
them an hour, more or less, in inquiries and consultations in regard to the im- 
portant trusts with which they are charged. I make known to them my purpose 
of calling for full returns of their transactions during the year, that they may 
be published with other statistics, in the annual report. 

School Directors call on me for consultation and advice. 

Whenever time permits, I visit the several schools, whether public or private. 
Some of them I address for a few minutes. 

In some cases, though not generally, the Teachers of the several schools are 
called together by their Superintendent or Principal at a late hour in the after- 
noon, and I address them in regard to their duties. These I have found to be to 
me occasions of much interest. 

In the evening, I give a public lecture to all who may choose to be present. 

I have been greatly encouraged from what I have observed of the workings of 
our school system. Wherever it is efficiently and wisely administered, it is 
bearing fVuit to its own praise, and to the unspeakable profit of the people. 
With but few exceptions, I have found the schools which I have visited in bet- 
ter condition, and achieving higher success than I had expected. And I am 
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erlj transferred to the preparatory schools. P€H4dlk is a necesai^ of the age. 
Indeed the handmaid of civilization is " the pen of a ready writer." 

The importance of the manuscript part of composition is now eyident. Wheth- 
er a person's thoughts are profound, brilliant or simple, the ability to pen them 
correctly is in each case equally important A manuscript of any kind abound- 
ing in those errors peculiar to written language, is an ** abiding witness " against 
the elementary education of its author. The most arrogant pretensions to 
scholarship are frequently dissipated by a few traces of the pen ! On the con- 
trary, a note of but three lines, written with correctness^ is strong evidence that 
" the schoolmaster has not been abroad." The great use of the pen in practical 
life is in letter, note and business writing, in which style, logic and other quali- 
ties of higher composition are of minor importance. A large majority too, of 
the scholars who leave our schools for the active duties of life, will have no 
other use for it. Clearly, then, our schools should aim to impart to each schol- 
ar, as early as possible, the ability.to act as amanuensis for his own thoughts. 
Such training is also an excellent basis for composition proper, into which ma^ 
ter and arrangement largely enter. It is true, also, that every written exercise, 
however simple, involves mental effort. The training best adapted to impart 
the ability to produce a good manuscript, lays the foundation for higher forms 
of writing. In such training, however, a correct manuscript stands prominently 
before the mind as the end most desired. The young tyro of the pen is not ex- 
pected to indite Homilies upon " Faith," " Hope " and " Charity," every line of 
which calls for a large share of the latter grace in the reader! 

Are our schools meeting reasonable expectations in this matter ? How many 
of the scholars, who annually go out of them, can creditably pen a simple note 
or letter. How many can correctly write their own address f The time and ef- 
fort given to this subject, even in our best schools, are meagre. Daily exercises 
in oral spelling and imitative penmanship prove inadequate. There must be 
an early and constant application of this knowledge and skill, as they are ac- 
quired. The utility of correct spelling and good penmanship should be a matter 
of every day experience. The fact, that one important object of attending 
school, is, to learn to talk on paper^ should be to the scholar an ever present 
reality. 

The question is, also, seriously asked : Whether our best Graded Schools pre- 
sent as satisfactory progress in composition, as they do in other branches of 
study ? While the principle of a division of labor has been carried out in otlier 
studies—each department having its specific work — this has been left to chance 
or caprice. To many, if not all of our High Schools, it has not been deemed a 
requisite for admission. Below the Grammar School, it has not ^ a local habita- 
tion or a name." In many of the schools, where the exercise has a place, it 
receives very meagre attention. Anything like systematic instruction is rarely 
attempted. A " composition " is the standing lesson, or more properly task ! 
We need not add that composition writing is very generally unpopular with 
scholars. Its utility is to them a matter of faith^blind at that I They look 
upon the exercise, as one of the numerous ills school children "are heir to;" 
often entering very fully into the spirit of the line: 

'' 'Tis distance lends enchantment to the yiew." 

Are these difficulties and results inherent in the subject? Has it not natural 
steps, or gradations, corresponding to the several departments of our Graded 
Schools ? Cannot a definite result be expected in each grade ? In the next 
number of the Journal, we propose to present the outlines of a course of compo- 
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sition, which in onr judgment is adapted to classified schools. We believe that 
the principle of a divison of labor may be applied as perfectly in composition as 
in any other branch of study, and that the progress made at any given time 
may be as certainly tested. b. b. white. 

PoBTSXOUTHy June, 1857. 



€5itorial department. 

Tbachebs op Ohio in Council. — The Executive Committee have dtferred the 
meeting of the Ohio State Teachers' Association one week. It will be held at Steu- 
benville, Jefferson county Ohio, on Wednesday and Thursday, the 8th and 9th of 
July. 

The "Journal" congratulates the trainers of the minds of the youth of Ohio 
that their arduous labors of the session just closing, will soon be succeeded by 
social delights— rich mental and moral delights—among old friends and kindred. 
May your vacation so renew your wasted energies and refreshen and relax your 
mental powers, that when the schools again open, you may return re-christened 
to the care of God's "little children," who are "of the kingdom of heaven.* 
Teacher, love thy profession I You aid in preparing men and women to be great 
and good here, and to enjoy endless happiness hereafter. It will always be a 
labor of love to interest ourselves in each and every case, in the welfare of the 
faithful Teacher. 

Teacher, keep ever in mind the sublimity of your mission. Rest not content, 
until singly and by associated effort, the highest level of success may be attain- 
ed in your day, in securing the blessings of a Common School education to 
every boy and girl in Ohio. Come together face to face, then, ye^bold soldiers of 
the school militant, missionaries in the field of education, and as " iron sharpens 
iron," so may the countenance of each other be brightened by the communion 
of kindred souls. 

Let Ohio Teachers be earnest in the work ; let us come together and have a 
profitable season during the approaching vacation. For this monthly, on your 
part, the editor makes this last and most urgent appeal to the leading Teachers 
of the State to proceed at once to obtain subscriptions, and the cash for the 
Journal; for, unless they take the matter in hand, other Teachers will be indiffer- 
ent. The Journal can not exist without a more active support. Teachers, it is 
your own work. Come up with the money already due, and new subscribers 
enough to carry the enterprise through without fail. 

Boards of Education and Examiners, prize your Teachers; and let us all enter 
anew upon the duties committed to our charge, in a more determined and hope- 
ftil spirit. 

Onwabd! Higher— forbver Higher! — He that resolves upon any great 
end, by that very resolution has scaled the great barriers to it; and he who seizes 
the grand idea of self-cultivation, and solemnly resolves upon it, will find that 
idea, that resolution, burning like fire within him, and ever putting him upon 
his own improvement. He will find it removing difficulties, searching out, or 
making means, giving courage for despondency, and strength for weakness. 
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worlds. For oorself, we hope to be more " familiar " with the great work of 
nature and with this interpreter. 

Peterson^ Familiar Science. Mr. Peterson has been snccessfal in this publica- 
tion of a " Scientific Explanation of Common Things." There had been 67,000 
copies issued in 1856. A copy before us is in larger type than the editions we 
have seen as text books in schools. Why should not Teachers instmct famil- 
iarly their pupils in common, every-day useful science ? 

Hows' Practical Elocutionist. The author of the " Shakspearian Readers " has 
prepared this work for the elocutionary practice of advanced students. The 
present edition has been carefully revised. The selections of prose and poetry 
are eminently judicious. 

ShepparcCs Constitutional Text Book, The scope of this work is such as is 
commended to the more general attention of our schools. The tendency of 
present courses of study is, in many schools, to teach more of other institutions 
than those of the United States. American youth should be trained by study of 
just such a text book. 

HiCELiNG, Swan & Brewer, Boston. 

Outlines of Bnglish History^ by Amelia B. Edwards. A small but useful text 
book for schools. 

We have recently received the following : 

— Pamphlet of Premiums and Regulations for the Ohio State Fair, to be held 
in Cincinnati, on the 15th-18th days of September 1857. 

— Fowler & Wells, N. Y. "Demands of the age on Colleges." Speech of 
Horace Mann before the Christian Convention, Cincinnati, Oct. 5, 1854. 

— Circular and Catalogue of the Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, 
1856-7. 

— Catalogue of the Theological Seminary, and of Kenyon College, Gambier, 
• Ohio, 1856-7. 

— First Annual Report of Board of Education, Dubuque, Iowa, 1857. 

— Report of Sup't Common Schools of Conn., David N. Camp, Sup't, 1857. 
~ Annual Report of the School Committee of the city of Salem, 1857. 
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Postponement. — In consequence of representations from some of the most 
active members of the Association residing in different parts of the State, that 
the schools in their respective sections would not be dismissed at the time men- 
tioned in the call published in the June number, it has been deemed best to post- 
pone the time of the semi-annual meeting to the 8th and 9th days of July, 1857. 

A full attendance of members at the meeting is again most respectfully and 
urgently solicited, as business matters of the most urgent moment to the wel- 
fare of the Association must necessarily be acted upon. 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

CA'n Ex. Com., O. 8. T. A. 
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SCRAPS. 

THX TEAR. 

Sweet tribute of the parting hour, 

Twin sister of the word — farewell ; 
Thy honied nectar has a power 

Beyond what human tongue can tell. 

— Walter Scott says — *' To make boys learn to read, and then place no good books within 
their reach, is to give man an i^ppetite and leave nothing in the pantry save unwholesome and 
poisonous food ; which, depend upon it, they will eat rather than starve." 

— Cato said — *'He had rather people should inquire why he had not a statue erected to 
his memory, than why he had." 

The honest, earnest man must stand and work ; 
The woman also ; otherwise she drops 
At once below the dignity of man, 
Accepting serfdom. Free men freely work ; 
Whoever fears God, fears to sit at ease. 

— Massachusetts has recently changed her constitution and made it one of the qualifica- 
tions to exercise the elective franchise, that the voter can read and write. 

— The following touching incident will remind parents and Teachers of the power that may 
be exercised over youth by affectionate words of caution. Speak the right word at the right 
time: 

It is the story of a mother, on the green hills of Vermont, holding by the right hand a son, 
sixteen years old, mad with love of the sea. And, as she stood by the garden gate on a sunny 
morning, she said : " Edward, they tell me — for I have never seen the ocean — that the great 
temptation of the seaman's life is diink. Promise me, before you quit your mother's hand, 
that you will never drink." And, said he, (for he told me the story,) I gave her the promise, 
and I went the broad globe over — Calcutta, the Mediterranean, San Francisco, the Cape of 
Good Hope, the North Pole and the South — I saw them all in forty years, and I never saw a 
glass filled with sparkling liquor that my mother's form by the garden gate, on the green hill- 
side of Vermont, did not rise before me ; and to-day, at sixty, my lips are innocent of the 
taste of liquor. 

— A National Teacher's Association is proposed to be organized at a Convention of the 
friends of popular Education in the United States, to be held at Philadelphia 26th of August 
next. The Ohio State Teacher's Association should be ably represented. 

— The twelfth annual meeting of the New York State Teacher's Association will be held at 
Binghamton, on the 4th, 5th and 6th days of August, 1857, instead of July. 

If' — The Young People's Literary Association, Ravenna, 0., have sent us the first printed No. 
June 2d, '57, of a little paper called the Investigator ; whose motto is, "Not how much, but 
how well." 

— Physiologists have urged the superiority, as exercises of the young, of social and inspirit- 
ing games, which, by their joyous and boisterous mirth, called forth the requisite nervous 
stimulus to put the muscles into vigorous varied action, which become easy under the influ- 
cn ce of mental excitement. We have rejoiced to see Teachers refresh and invigorate them - 
selves by such exercises, and the "Journal" has sympathized with, and participated with 
such in certain games of ball, of Saturday afternoons, on the green sward, a mile out of the 
Queen City, during the month of May, and agrees with Andrew Combe on the subject. The 
exultation of our spirit may have been enhanced by being always on the winning side. We 
witness with pleasure the triangular ball playing in the evening hours by the noiseless pupils 
of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum of this city. 

— We have received, from Supt. W.C. Catlin, Mansfield, 0., a specimen blank for a School 
Register, which has been copyrighted and published by Brinkerhoff k Day, of that place, which 
embodies the experience of many years in planning and trial, and has found favor. It is so 
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ruled and printed that the names of scholars, attendance, number of minutes tardy, deport- 
ment, good lessons, medium lessons, imperfect lessons, and entire failures are given, each day 
of the week, etc. System and order is indispensable, and this is a form looking to the attain- 
ment of accurate statistics. 

— The annual commencement exercise of the Esther Institute— Young Ladies Seminary of 
Columbus, Lewis Heyl, Principal — took place last month. The school is flourishing. 



(Sburattonal JbitiB. 



Athens. — Prof. Young has added 16 more subscribers to the list of 123 already noticed as 
procured by him — noble effort. If similar efforts were made in each county, the Journal 
would be doing a great good in the land. 

Champaign. — ^The Urbana Citizen relates that in one of the adjacent townships is a school 
which is attended by 21 children of the same name, being members of four different families. 

— By a recent vote, Urbana has, by a small majority — 175 to 119 — ^refused to tax that city 
812,000 for a new school house. 

Clark— Mr. John Fulton, formerly Principal of the Central High School of Springfield, has, 
we learn, taken up his residence in New Orleans, in which oity he takes orders in the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. 

Hamilton. — There has been examined, recently, the graduating class of the two High Schools 
of Cincinnati — ^twenty-five young gentlemen, and twenty-five young ladies — ^the largest one 
ever presented there for graduation. The examination occupied three entire days and was 
conducted by printed questions, the pupils submitted their answers in writing. 

Did our limits permit, we would publish the questions submitted. 

Grxene. — Prof. J. C. Zachos will give lectures on Elocution, Rhetoric or English Literature, 
to such Teacher's Institutes as may desire such Lectures, between this time and September 
1st. For terms address him at Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

Jefvbrson. — Jas. F. Snowden has given up his position as Principal of the Ist Ward Public 
School in Wheeling Va., and removed to Steubenville. 
The town of Steubenville is astir to give proper welcome to the Teachers of the State. 

Lake. — ^The Lake county Judge of Probate, has, we learn, appointed Miss Frances R. French 
one of the Board of School Examiners. 

Mabion. — ^D. J. Johnson has resigned his position as Superintendent of the Marion Union 
Schools. 

Montgomery. — ^The old High School building of Dayton has been sold, and temporary 
quarters obtained until the completion of the new edifice. 

PoRTAGB. — Ravenna has been more fortunate than Urbana. The Cleveland Herald says : 
'' The people of Ravenna have decided to raise a tax of $10,000 for the purpose of building a 
High School House." 

Prxblr. — A Normal Institute opens in Eaton under the charge of Chas. S. Royee, on the 20th 
July, to continue four weeks. 

— The Montgomery county Normal Institute will also meet on the 20th July, at Dajtim, 
and continue four weeks. 

— The Normal Institute of Warren county, meets at Lebanon, on July 21st, in charge of A. 
Holbrook, Prin. S. W. Normal School. 

From the Marietta Intelligencer. 

Marrikita College.— We learn that Edward D. Mansfield, Esq., has accepted an invitation 
to address the literary Societies at the coming commencement. Rev. H. M. Storrs of Cincin- 
nati, the Society of Inquiry, and Daniel G. Mason, Esq., of New York City, the Alumni. 

The time of commencement has been changed to the Thursday before the 4th of July, which 
this year will be the second. The addresses before the Societies come the day previous. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE OHIO STATE TEACH- 
ERS' ASSOCIATION. 



Stsubintillb, Jnly 8th, 1857. 

Assoeiation assembled in Kilgore's Hall, and at 10 o'clock, A. M., 
was called to order by John Hancock, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

The President being absent, Yice President I. S. Morris, of Eaton, 
took the Chair, and called upon Rev. J. Bums, of the P. M. Church, 
who opened the service with prayer. 

On motion of J. Hancock, Messrs. Stevenson of Dresden, Forbes 
of Cincinnati, and Ellis of Dayton, were appointed Assistant Secretap 
ries. The Treasurer being absent. Rev. A. Duncan, of Newark, was 
elected Treasurer pro tern. The first half hour was occupied in the 
enrollment of delegates, of whom there were about three hundred, in- 
cluding about one hundred and fifty from Jefferson county. 

On motion of Mr. Gtirfield, of Portage, the Constitution was read. 
Nearly one hundred new members joined the Association, by complying 
with the provision of the Constitution provided for that purpose. 

At 11 o'elock, by request of the Ex. Committee, Prof. Brainard, of 
Cleveland, addressed the Association. His remarks were impromptu. 
Subject : Physical Education, in connection with a Chemical Analysis 
of Food. The Secretary would do injustice to the speaker by any 
attempt at even a synopsis of his address. He was listened to with 
intense interest for over an hour. We hope that the Association may 
hear from him again on this important subject. 

Hon. A. Smyth, School Commissioner, read the following eloquent 
letter from Gov. Chase, who was expected to address th^ Association 
at this moisting : 

Vd.. VL-^o. 8. 16 
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Columbus, Jaly 6, 18S7. 

Dear Sir: — In the midst of the cares and anxieties of my official position, 
unusually augmented of late, it has been impossible for me to prepare an 
address fit to be pronounced before the Association over which you have the 
honor to preside. I was, however, so desirous of manifesting my personal sym- 
pathy with its members in their noble aim to raise the standard, to improve the 
methods, and to dignify the work of Education in Ohio, that I would not relin- 
quish my purpose of being present at their deliberations, and of saying some- 
thing, however inadequately, on the subject of their work, until the day of 
meeting was changed. I then advised the respected Editor of the Journal of 
Education^ that I should probably be unable to attend at the time to which it 
was postponed ; and I now find this apprehension realized. My public duties 
will require my constant presence here during the present week. 

I regret my absence from the meeting of the Association only on my own 
account; for I am thoroughly conscious how meagerly anything I could say 
would reward the attention of its members. But if I could communicate little, 
I could receive much ; and I wish to learn all I can in respect to the best means 
of promoting the cause of education in our State. In that cause, having been 
myself a Teacher, and knowing something of a Teacher's responsibilities, trials 
and aspirations, I naturally, and almost necessarily, feel a lively interest. 

No safer and no more remunerative investment of revenue is made by the 
State than in the instruction of her youth. Stinginess here, is not economy. 
It is waste, and the worst description of waste — the waste of mind-rof that 
power which originates, energizes, and makes efficient whatever activities pro- 
mote private or public prosperity. 

The School House is a better institution than the Court House or the State 
House. In the State House, laws are enacted; in the Court House, laws are ap- 
plied; in the School House, legislators, judges, and jurymen are made. Espe- 
cially is the School House indispensable where popular government is made a 
practical reality, by free suff'rage and general eligibility to office. It is impos- 
sible to over-estimate the importance of universal education, where every boy 
is to be a voter, and any boy may be a President. 

To make the School House efficient, teachers must be, not only qualified, bat 
honored. The responsibility of their trust, the magnitude of their work, and the 
dignity of their calling, must be acknowledged ; and not coldly acknowledged 
only, but thoroughly appreciated. The community hardly yet begins to realize 
its debt of gratitude, honor and reward to the teachers of its schools. 

These things are obvious ; but what practical methods are best adapted to 
secure the great end of giving to all the youth of the State the best education 
they are willing to receive and capable of receiving, is not so clear. What pro- 
visions for the education of Teachers should be supplied; how far, if at all, the 
Colleges of the State, and especially those more immediately under legislative 
control, may be made parts of the general plan of education, or serviceable to 
the special purpose of educating Teachers; and what may be fitly and eco- 
nomically done to extend the benefits of the educational system beyond School 
House walls, by lectures and libraries, are subjects which will doubtless engage 
your discussions, and in respect to which I should be particularly glad to have 
the benefit of them. 

But I am extending this letter too far. Let me close it with my cordial con- 
gratulations to the Association upon the great good already effected by its labors* 
and with the expression of my earnest hope that the educational future of Ohio 
may correspond with its highest aims and noblest aspirations. 

Very respectfully yours, S. P. CHASE. 
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Immediately after tbe reading of tbe letter, J. D. Caldwell offered 
Resolution No. 1, as follows : 

That while we deeply regret the absence, personally, of Gov. Chase, we thank 
him for his commnnication, containing noble sentiments in reference to the 
importance of Education to the welfare of the State, and for his able statement 
of the dignity of the Teacher's calling ; and that it be spread on the Journal and 
printed with the proceedings of the Association. 

Adopted unanimously and with applause. 

Mr. Hopley, of Bucyrus, offered Resolution No. 2 : 

That the city papers be respectfully requested to publish the letter of Gov. 
Chase in the evening edition. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hopley offered a resolution instructing the Executive Committee 
to make out an Order of Exercises for the P. M. session. Laid upon 
tbe table. 

Adjourned to 2 o'clock, P. M. 

AFTBRNOON SESSION. 

I. W. Andrews, President of tbe Association, called to order, and 
made a few appropriate remarks, on assuming the duties of the office to 
which he had been elected. 

Prof. Brainard offered Resolution No. 3 : 

That this Association recommend to the Common School Teachers of the 
State the adoption of Object-drawing and Natural History, combined— especially 
for the younger classes. 

Adopted unanimously, after remarks from Prof. Brainard, and illus- 
trations of his plan upon the black-board. 

On motion of Mr. Hopley, the report and resolutions of Prof. Mer- 
rick, on the Code of Honor prevailing among College Students, made 
at tbe annual meeting and laid over for consideration at this, were 
taken up. (For report and resolutions, see journal of last meeting.) 

Mr. Royce moved their indefinite postponement, but, by request of 
Mr. Caldwell, withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Gilchrist moved the adoption of the report and resolutions. 

Mr. Hancock was opposed to tbe discussion of the subject, in the 
absence of Prof. Merrick ; considered the subject as one of vital im- 
portance, and as demanding the most careful and deliberate discussion ; 
bis own mind was not fully made up — was not fully satisfied with the 
resolutions, but, with some modifications, thought he could vo^e for 
them ; did not indicate what those modifications would be. 

President I. W. Andrews, calling the Secretary to the Chair, spoke 
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The miscellaneous character of edacation at present is injurious. Lay down 
your course, and put the children through it. The first reason for education is, 
the Intellect needs it — it was given us for that purpose. Second reason ; we 
need it in the daily affairs of life. General education better than special, for all 
purposes. He spoke of the danger arising from the creation of the new office of 
Superintendent. The office demands rare talent, or a rare combination of tal- 
ents : it is doubtful whether we have a sufficient number of men competent to 
fill those offices, and the system may suffer through their inefficiency. 

Again, acquisition shows — Discipline does the good. We want less of these 
attempts to show off to good advantage, and more thorough study and discipline. 
There is a great mistake in the minds of some Teachers, as well as others, in 
beginning with practical studies. These are not first in order in a course of 
education. 

General education is found to be the best kind of practical education. The 
speaker referred to the fact that the number of educated men is increasing, in 
all the walks of life, as truly a just ground of encouragement to the friends of 
learning. He suggested, as an important inquiry for the Bureau of Statistics, 
how many educated men are now engaged in the different branches of business 
In our State. Finally, we must agree. The Teacher must be willing to do the 
work, and let others have the credit of it. 

The speaker was listened to an hour with intense interest, in a 
crowded hall, while the heat was oppressive ; and his want of prepara- 
tion was entirely forgotten by his auditory, until he again reminded 
them of it, as he closed. 

Vice President Caldwell invited all present, not already members of 
the Association, to become such — saying, upon the authority of the 
Secretary, that there were quite a number of good looking persons 
present whom we should like to enroll in our list of members. 

By leave of the President, Mr. Royce announced the semi-annual 
meeting of the Phonetic Association to take place at Yellow Springs, 
the seat of Antioch College, on the 11th and 12th of September next. 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock A. M. to-morrow. 



Thursdat, July 9th — A. M. 

President Andrews called the Association to order at 9 o'clock. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Burns. 

Mr. Hancock announced the following order for the day : 

1. Discussion of Library question. 

2. Report on the condition of the Journal. 

3. Report on the self reporting System. 

4. Report on the practical working of Normal Schools in this and 

other countries. 
Mr. Hancock introduced Mr. Coggcshall, of Columbus, who opened 
the discussion of the Library question in an eloquent speech ; reviewing, 
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in bis rapid style, tbe entire history of tbe Library movement in Ohio. 
He concluded by offering the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whbrbas, educational men in Ohio have, for twenty years, contended that 
the people of this State are in favor of Common School Libraries; and, whereas, 
a clause in the General School Law, providing for their establishment, has been 
suspended during two years ; and, whereas, we have faith that a people who 
sustain Blind, Insane, Deaf and Dumb and Idiot Asylums, and Reform Schools 
for juveniles, will support a correct and liberal Library system : Therefore, 

No. 4. Hesolvedf That the Executive Committee shall appoint three members 
of this Association, who are empowered to issue an address to the people of 
Ohio, upon the needs and advantages of Common School Libraries, and upon 
the best plans for the accomplishment of the greatest good to the greatest num- 
ber by means of such libraries. 

No. 5. Mesolvedy That this committee be instructed to institute a general 
system of correspondence and discussion, upon the address and its recommen- 
dations, and that all Teachers in the State are requested to cooperate cordially. 

No. 6. Hesolvedy That the President, Vice Presidents, Secretary and Executive 
Committee, are hereby instructed to take especial charge of the discussion of 
this question, in their respective towns,' cities and counties. 

Mr. Rolfe moved their adoption. Mr. Coggeshall further advocated 
their adoption. Mr. Hancock seconded Mr. Rolfe's motion, and spc^e 
earnestly in support of the resolutions. He was unsparing in his de- 
nunciation of the light, trashy literature of the day, and particularly 
severe upon the "Novelette," **New York Ledger," and "The Flag." 
He stated, upon the authority of the Librarian, that nine-tenths of the 
books drawn by ladies from the library of the Mechanics' Institute, 
Cincinnati, were novels. 

The resolutions were further discussed by Messrs. Hartshorn, Bolfe, 
Hopley,«and J. P. Hole and Jenkins. 

Mr. Hancock moved the previous question, which was sustained, and 
the resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Subject of the Journal of Education was taken up. 

Mr. Hancock reported the gross debt, to this date, to be $1308.00. 
Against this, there is a credit of $756.75 ; leaving a balance of indebt- 
edness to the amount of $551.25 (being amount taken from funds of 
this year to pay last year's indebtedness), for which there is no provis- 
ion. Something must be done ; he did not indicate any plan. 

Mr. Morris inquired for the 1^ per cent. fund. He was answered 
that it was exhausted. Mr. Caldwell spoke in general terms of the 
condition of the Journal — said that if subscribers were procured for the 
full number (4000) ordered to be printed, it would be self-paying. 
At present there are only about two thousand subscribers. 

Mr. Hartshorn offered the following, Resolution No. 7 : 
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able but highly meritorious to evade the regulations and requirements of their 
instructors, and practice upon them all the pranks their ingenuity can devise. 
The records of College life furnish abundant illustration of this. On a small 
scale, and in another way, this same spirit manifests itself in onr common 
schools. The little boy watches his opportunity for sly tricks, and counts it a 
merit to perpetrate some piece of rascality when the Teacher's eye is not upon 
him. 

Whence arises this state of feeling, and what is its remedy 1 It may arise in 
part from the enactment of a formal code of rules— for no doubt rules frequently 
suggest misdemeanors which otherwise would not have been thought of. It is 
as true now as in ancient days, that "By the law comes the knowledge of sin." 
But the chief source of this evil is the want of confidence and cordial cooperation 
between the Teacher and the taught. On this ground we urge the necessity of 
confiding to pupils a large share of the work of maintaining the discipline and 
good order of a school. Therefore, 

Besolved, That we recommend to Teachers the expediency of laying before 
their pupils the necessity of certain rules and regulations, and of endeavoring to 
enlist their cooperation in carrying them out; and furthermore. 

Resolved^ That they require pupils to present daily or weekly reports of their 
own conduct in reference to those rules. 

Among the advantages of this plan we would urge the following: 

1st. By manifesting confidence in students, it begets the same in return, and 
thus forms a basis on which a school can be more easily and pleasantly con- 
trolled. 

•2d. It relieves the Teacher in the main, from that disagreeable system of 
espionage which is frequently unsuccessful, and by many is regarded dishon- 
orable. 

3d. It is better in its personal effects upon the character of both students and 
Teacher, by calling into exercise a nobler principle of human nature, and a 
more delicate sense of honor. 

We have many advocates of this principle as applied to other departments of 
human pursuits. Nearly forty years ago the late Judge Tappan of this place 
proposed to the Legislature of Ohio, to insert a clause into our State Constitu- 
tion, prohibiting forever the enactment of any law for the collection of debt. 
Though it might not have been wise legislation, yet it would been at least a 
noble tribute to human nature, had such a clause been introduced, thus making 
every debt a debt of honor. This, however, may be carrying the principle too 
far; but we are strengthened in the view we have taken, by the fact, that many 
of the wisest and best men are hoping for such a consummation in regard to oar 
laws. We see in this a manifest tendency toward a higher trust in the honor of 
our fellow men. Whatever may been wise policy in regard to legal and mer- 
cantile transactions, we believe this principle may with safety and success be 
introduced into our public schools, and thus early impressed upon the minds of 
our youth. We are aware that several objections worthy of consideration may 
be urged against this plan. Prominent among these is this: That we present 
to pupils a temptation to falsify. But it may well be questioned whether this 
plan would present so great a temptation to speak a lie, as the opposite one does 
to act a lie, by slyly evading or violating rules. 

By many also the practical success tf this plan is called in question. But 
scores of examples might be cited, which go to show that it is much more sue- 
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cessfal -than. the opposite one in maintaining the good discipline of a school. Its 
most questionable application is to Primary Schools, but even there it has proved 
successful under proper restrictions. A Teacher will soon ascertain whether 
any of his pupils are inclined to falsify, and by a proper amount of care he may 
guard against almost every evil to which the system is liable. We should not 
at present deem it prudent to give up all the regulations of the school to this 
system of voluntary reporting. But with judicious restrictions we shall be glad 
to see this plan, or some other embodying the same principle, prevail through- 
out the schools of our State. 

J. A. GA£FI£LD, Ch*n Committee, 

The report was accepted, the first resolution adopted, but upon the 
last a spirited discussion arose. Mr. Hartshorn spoke in favor of the 
resolution. Mr. Hancock was not prepared to vote either way. 

By general consent, the subject was laid aside, to give Mr. Ogden, 
chairman of a committee long since appointed to report upon **the 
practical working of Normal Schools in this and other countries," an 
opportunity to report. The hour was so late, and the report so long, 
that Mr. Ogden gave only a condensed verbal outline, rather indicating 
the course of the committee than the results of their labors. 

The report was ordered to be printed, and its further consideration 
postponed to the next meeting. 

By leave of the President, Mr. Caldwell read the opinion of ex- 
School Commissioner Barney, on the authority of county auditors to 
subscribe for copies of the Journal of Education for certain school 
officers. 

The report of committee on Self-Reporting was again taken up. By 
vote, all speakers were restricted to ten minutes. 

The question being upon the adoption of the second resolution 
reported by the committee, Messrs. Garfield, Emmerson, Page and 
Catlin advocated the resolution. Mr. Hurtt called for light from those 
who had practiced the plan recommended, in regard to executing its 
details. 

The further consideration of the subject, on motion of Mr. Hancock, 
•was postponed to the next meeting. 

Mr. Hartshorn moved the appointment of a committee to report, at 
the next meeting, on the best method of using the self-reporting system. 
Adopted ; and the President appointed Messrs. Hartshorn, Page and 
Catlin said committee. 

Mr. Jenkins made the following brief report of the financial condition 
of the MoNeely Normal School : 
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l8t year— To tuition 26 weeks... $1330 
Extra teaching to amount 70 



Gr. 

By taition fees 



$1400 
$ 850 



$ 550 
Necessary additional cont ex .. . 100 

Deficit on 1st year* ••• $ 650 

Dr. 

2d year— To tuition Nor. School. S2470 

Additional in Model School 175 

Contingent expenses 100 



Gb. 



$2745 



By am*t tnition in N. School.... $1^50 
From Model School 400 



$2250 



Deficit on 2d year ••••••• $ 46S 

Add Ist year's deficit -• 650 

Total deficit $1115 

Amount of Pledges. 

Amount of pledges in Endow- 
ment fund $6607 00 

Cash received. ...••.. 225 00 



$6832 00 
Amount received in books. •• 444 75 



Whole sum pledged* 



$7276 75 



Donations— Books .$444 75 

Cash 200 00 

Installments . • • • 700 00 



$1354 75 
Invested 800 00 



$ 554 75 
1100 00 



$ 545 25 

The Board of Trustees have made satisfactory arrangements by which the 
expenses of the Institution shall be liquidated, by the income of the Institution; 
and no furth^ debt shall be contracted. To secure this arrangement, and at the 
same time carry out the design of the Institution, funds are needed to provide 
satisfactory accommodations for self-boarding. And this is proposed to be ac- 
complished by the erection of a number of small, cheap cottages, on the outskirts 
of the school grounds, to be occupied for this purpose, and by which the expenses 
of students attending the school may be very greatly reduced. 

Keport accepted. Dr. A. D. Lord spoke at length upon the subject 
of the report; and the importance of sustaining the school. 

The chairman of the Executive Committee announced the committee 
called for under the 4th resolution, to issue an address on the subject 
of the Library, to consist of Messrs. W. T. Coggeshall, of Columbus, 
Lorin Andrews, of Glambier, and Rufus King, of Cincinnati. 

Mr. J. K. Pickett offered the following, Eesolution No. 13 : 

That a committee be appointed to report, at the next meeting, on the subject 
of " Tardiness and irregular attendance at school.*' 

Adopted ; and Messrs. Pickett, Rickoff and Lynch appointed for 
that purpose by the President. 

Mr. Hopley called the attention <^ the Association to the loose ooa- 
dition of its finances. After various motions, resolutions, etc., were 
defeated, the following was offered, Resolution No. 14 : 

That we instruct the Finance Committee to report a full statement of the 
finances of this Association, in the Journal, at as early a day as possible. 

Adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Hancock, Gov. Chase was inTited to addbress the 
Association at its next meeting. 

On motion of L. Andrews, Judge Whitman was also invited to 
address the next meeting. 

The resolution to amend Art. 12 of the Constitution, laid over from 
last meeting, was taken up, and adopted. The amendment erases the 
words ** by ballot," and inserts "viva voce." 

Mr. Hartshorn offered the following preamble and resolution : 

Whbrbab this Afleociation, at its last semi-annual meeting, aatborized and 
recommended the oiiganization of Auxiliary County Teachers' Associations 
through the State, and Township Teachers' Associations, auxiliary to the County 
Associations ; and whereas but few have been organized, for want of specified 
persons to do it : Therefore, 

No. 15. Resolved^ That this Association does hereby authorize and make it 
the duty of each Vice President of this Association, to organize as soon as prao 
ticable, in each county of his judicial district, an Auxiliary County Teachers' 
Association, having in its constitution a provision for the organization of Town*^ 
ship Teachers' Associations. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hartshorn offered the following, Kesolution No. 16 : 

That so much of the President's address as relates to the elements constituting' 
a Model Teacher and the means of developing them, be referred to a committee 
of three, to report at the next annual meeting. 

Adopted ; and Messrs. M. D. Parker, M. D. Follet and E. E. 
White appointed said committee. . i ... 

Mr. Garfield moved to appoint a new committee on Course of Study. 
Withdrawn. 

Mr. Hopley again brought up the subject of the Finances, and 
moved to appoint an auditor. Motion carried unanimously, and Mr» 
Hopley was elected by acclamation. 

Mr. Hopley moved to amend the Constitution by adding the word 
" auditor'' to the list of officers, in Art. 2d. Laid over, under the 
rule, to next meeting. 

A resolution of thanks to those K. E. Companies that had granted 
the facility heretofore extended to members, of half-fare in attending 
meetings of the Association, and to the citizens of Steubenville for their 
hospitality, was unanimously adopted. 

After the singing of the Doxology, and receiving the benediction, 
pronounced by Kev. A. Duncan, the President declared the Semi- 
annual Meeting adjourned. 

The foregoing is a true transcript from the journal of the Association. 

WM. C. CATLIN, Recording Sec'y. 
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The following persons became members, or renewed their mem- 
bership, by the payment of a fee of $1.00 : 
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Lorin Andrews, Gambler. 

H. D. Lathrop, " 

R. W. Stevenson, Dresden, 

E. C. Ellis, Dayton. 

J. C. Gilcrist, Marlboro. 

Mrs. L. A. Thorp, 

Miss L. Borton, 

D. ti. Williams, Powhattan. 

J. Q. Howard, Franklin county. 

W. U. Dressier, Columbiana county. 

Arthur Canedy, Newark. 

T. M. Stevenson, Morgan county. 

Ed. H. Allen, Ross 

A. G. Fenner, Montgomery '* 

S. S. Williams, Lawrence " 

A. Page, Cincinnati. 

D. S. Willing, Belmont county. 

J. K. Pickett, Stark 

Sam. C. Kerr, Jefferson 

J. B. Irvin, Dayton. 

S. M. Stevenson, Morgan county. 

J. H. Rhodes, Portage 

J. L. Clark, Columbiana 

W. K. Leonard, Hamilton 

James Welty, Tuscarawas 

T. V. Milligan, Carrollton. 

B. F. Morris, Harrison. 
Jos. Brown, Brown county. 
R. Work, Muskingum " 
Geo. L. Mills, Newark. 
T. R. Laird, Tuscarawas county. 
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R. N. Smith, 

Alfred Kir^, Belmont 

F. B. Fox, Tuscarawas 
O. N. Hartshorn, Stark 
Ira 0. Chapman " 

G. W. Clark, " 
Miss S. £. Webster, Athens county. 

" A. E. Sanderson, ** 
W. E. Connor, Guernsey 
Miss E. M. Speer, Muskingum 

" B. Waddle, Virginia. 
"W. B. Brown, Brown county. 
D Allen, Columbiana " 
B. F. Pearis, Muskingum county. 
Miss M. J. Eckleson, Musk'm county. 
E. J. Hammond, 
J.F.Schuyler, Seneca 
O. P. Cowdery, Erie 
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E. C. Rust, Cuyahoga county. 

R. McMillan, Columbiana ^' cl 

I P. Hole, " " 

Mrs. M. McMillen, Athens *< 

David Anderson, Columbiana ** 

S. A. Butts, Cincinnati. 

A. W. Price, Cleveland. 

Miss Saline Jarvis, Massillon. 

J. F. Blickensderfer, Tnscara's county. 

J. R. Agnew, Steuben ville. 

H. A. Hunter, Noble county. 

Mrs. Eliza Heaton, Columb'a county. 

G. L. Jacobs, Van-Wert " 

G. N. Carathers, Tuscarawas ** 

I. J. Atchinson, Carrolton. 

W. [dding, Summit county. 

W. T. Coggeshall, Columbus. 

Miss Cassandra Bear, Steubenville. 

" Sus. Frazier, 
John Norris, Newcomerstown. 
A. A. Smith, Ashtabula county. 
David Donovan, Steubenville. 
Sheridan Cox, Coshocton county. 
S. M. Etter, Lacon, 111. 
Miss Stratton, Columbiana county. 
Mrs. E. W. Lord, Columbus. 
Miss Caroline Stanton, Col'a county. 

'* Betty Coles, Hopedale. 
A. M. Reed, Steubenville. 
M. P. Kerr, Granville. 
Miss Amelia Bancroft, Granville. 
E. F. Hinds, Harrison county. 
Mrs. M. B. Shrcve, Coshocton county. 
W. T. Forbes, Cincinnati. 
W. H. Smith, Licking county. 
J. F. Watson, Harrison " 
W. A. Robb. Muskingum county. 
J. Buchanan, Steubenville. 
Thomas Campbell, Coshocton county. 
Patrick S. Campbell, 
John Burns, 

Jane Cornelb, Jefferson county. 
Jacob M. Desellem, Steubenville. 
Mrs. Burns, Coshocton county. 
J. B. Owens, Belmont *' 
Martha J. Leslie, Steubenville. 
S. M. Ramsopher, Tuscarawas county 
Miss Martha Duncan, Hamilton " 
S. McShearer, Carrollton. — 98. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES. 



AtlLuu-C^.'—TTof. N. M. McLaughlin, J. K. Mower, Miss E. M. Rice, Miss A. E. Sander- 
son, Miss S. E. Webster, Prof. W. H. Young. 

Belmont— Misa Dowdie, N. M. Elliott, A. Kirk, J. B. Owen, Dr. Sedwick, H. W. Smith, 
Rev. D. S. WelUng, John White, J. Wood, Miss E. Wood. 
Brown— James Brown. 
Carroll— T. V. Milligan, S. McShearer. 

Columifiana—I). Anderson, J. L. Clark, Mrs. E.Heaton, S. S. McMillen, R. McMil^n, Mist 
Martha Stratton, Miss C. Stanton. 

Coshocton — Mrs. Bums, John Bums, Thomas Campbell, P. S. Campbell, Miss Ellen Far- 
mer, R. K McCartney, W. A. McKee, Miss Margery Medberry, Miss M. B. Price. 
Crawford— John Hopley. 
Cuyahoga — Prof. J. Brainerd. 
Erie—0. P. Cowdery, Chas. S. Rice. 
Franklin — W. T. Coggeshall, J. J. Janney, J. Q. Howard. 
Green— J. K, Parker, Mrs. S. Parker, P. B. Parker. 

Hamilton — Saml. A. Butts Jr., John D. Caldwell, Wm. G. Crippen, W. T. Forbes, John 
Hancock, F. W. Hurtt, Asahel Page, James M. Ross, John B. Trevor* 

Harrison— J. H. F. Baldwin, Prof. J, Brinkerhoff, B. B. DeLany, T. E. Fidler, J. L. Hunt, 
/. L. Jacobs, Cyrus McNeely, Mrs. E. M. MeConnell, B. F. Morris, John Ogden, M. J. M. 
Ogden, S. M. Alexsmder. 

Jefferson — Ladies— Miss M. J. Agnew, S. M. Alexander, S. Aten, G. Ayres, R. L. Beall, 
C. Blair, M. Bowsman, M. L. Bracken, C. Braddock, Mrs. Braddock, Clara Buchanan, Jane 
Brown, S. F. Brown, Lizzie M. Burns, N. Caton, Jane Cornell, H. Caldwell, E. Churchill, 
H. Churchill, E. Cooley, S. Childs, L. Cresap, H. Daugherty, S. Daugherty, M. Daviess, S. 
Everhart, Josephine Ferrell, Mrs. Fulton, Ada Gilmore, Jane Gilmore, M. Gardner, C. 
Hamilton, M. Hamilton, N. Hurst, A. Hall, S. Hoonce, M. Hart, L. D. Knox, M. Knight, 
Martha Leslie, S. Long, S. Lockwood, E. Lockwood, M. Little, B. C. Marshall, Minerva 
C. Manly, Catharine McCarel, Harriet Miller, Eliza McDonald, Eliza McCracken, Mary Mc- 
Donald, M. Monteith, V. Minus, S. McFadden, E. J. C. Mitchell, £. B. Mitehell, E. Messiti, 
A. Milligan, Lucretia Orth, H. Ogden, M. Ogden, Margaret Patterson, £. M. Price, S. Pat- 
ten, S. Porter, Emma Rell, Mrs. S. Reid, M. Russell, Julia C. Sims, Nancy Sherrard, Su- 
san Sherrard, E. Sutherland, A. L. Stevens. E. S Stevens, A. Satton, J. Satton, M. Smith, 
J. Smithers, S. Smithers, E. Statter, R. Sarver, Martha A- Walker, E. S. Walker. Gen- 
tlemen — Rev. J. K. Andrew, James Arthurs, Rev. J. J. Agnew, Caleb Brocken, Rev. Jo- 
seph Buchanan, Rev. John Bums, G. W. Bums, J. L. Clark, William Cable, James Craw- 
ford, Jacob N. Desellem, Fletcher Dayton, David Donovan, Geo. Elliott, James Elliott, W. 
Cul. Gaston, Thos. S. Kenning, D. 0. N. Johnston, Curtis Johnson, Dr. Thos. Johnston, 
Geo. R. Jarkins, Saml. Kerr, Hon. T. L. Means, Hon. Roswell Marsh, Rev B. Mitchell, 
Andrew Mitchell, Rev. Intrepid Morse, Cyrus Mendenhall, Geo. W. McCook, D. Myres, H. 
W. Miser. L.McBane, John T. Oliver, Prof. A. M. Read, J. C. Rogers, W. J. Sage, Robt. 
Sherrard Jr., Wm. Sittenger, Oliver C. Smith, Jos. K, Sherrard, Gen. Saml. Stokely, S. 
Tomlinson, A. W. Thompson, Eli T. Tappan, William A. Urquhart, M. H. Urquhart, Wm. 
Vermillion, W. H. Williams, Capt. Geo. Webster. 
JTnojr— Pres. Lorin Andrews, Prof. H. D. Lathrop. 
Lawrence— V. C. Wilson, S. S. Williams. 

Licking— kith\a Canedy, Rev. A. Duncan, Mrs. Oilman, W. P. Kerr, Geo. 8. Mills, W. 
H. Smith. • 

Jfiomi— Wm. N. Edwards, jpiry K. Edwards, Louisa Thome. 
Mahoning — Wm. Moore, John Vanfleet. 

Montgomery — H. Anderson, £. C. Ellis, A. C. Fenner, J. B. Irwin. 
Morgan — T. M. Stevenson. 

Muskingum — ^R. Q. Beer, J. Brown, M. Brown, W. B. Brown, Wilson Conner, A. B. Cor- 
nell, Miss M. J, Eckleson, H A. Hunter, B. F. Peairs, Miss E, Speer, S. M. Stevenson, R. 
W. Stevenson, Mrs. R. A. Stevenson, Rev. B. Waddle, Miss Bella Waddle, Theoph. Wark, 
R. F. Wark. 
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Portage— S. A. Garfield, J. H. Rhodes. 

Pr«We— I. S. Morris, Jas. Wilson. 

£sc*2and— Dr. W. C. Catlin, Miss Addie Cailin. 

Jto««— E. H. Allen. 

Benetor-i. T. Schuyler. 

TWcorawox— Miss C. Bear, J. F. Blickensderfer, 6. N. Carofhert, C. T. Emerson, F. B. 
Fox, Miss F. Frazier, Miss M. Frazier, Miss M. Hance, Mrs. S. Laird, T. R. Laird, S. M. 
Ramsopher, R. N. Smith, J. Welty. 

Woxiktn^toiir-Pres. I. W. Andrews. 

OTHER STATES. 

New ForAr— Francis W. Tappan, N. Y. City. 

KentMeJey—lL, 6. Murphy, Millersburgh. 

Pennaylvania—lli.ias M. J. McCansland, Pittsburgh ; Henry S. Bennett, BrownsTiRe. 

Virginia— i. R. Donahoo, Jas. F. Snowden, Wheeling. 
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Commumcattona* 



SCHOOL STATISTICS. 



Mb. Editor:-^ Allow me, through the pages of the Journal, to call 
the attention of the Teachers of our State to an important item ol school 
statistics, which they should procure and preserve, not only for the 
information of others, but also for their own. I allude to the statistics 
of the (tge at which scholars in our Union Schools are pursuing oertain 
studies. 

It is to be presumed that, in every Union School^ the Teachers have 
a list of the pupils enrolled, and also another list of the scholars' names, 
in the various classes which are in their charge. If now, immediately 
after these lists, a column were ruled and the ages of the pupils entered 
therein — while it would be but a small trouble to add up the ages of 
each sex and strike the average — ^the Teachers themselves would be in 
possession of valuable data for theur own especial enlightenment. 

Superintendents can thus, from year to year, ascertain the exact 
state of their schools, by comparing the number of pupils in each 
branch of study, and their average age, with the same items, ai the 
same period, during previous years. 

Allow me to illustrate my meaning by a reference to my own schools. 
The elose of the first three months of my supervision here was the close 
of the school year ; and the registers of the various schools, together 
with my own general register, exhibited the following : 
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Pupils enrolled, 166 boys 156 girls Total, 322 

Average age, , 9 yrs 7 m 10 yrs 3 m 9 yrs 11 m 

Pupils studying their ABC, 30 boys 20 girls Total, 50 

Average age, 6 yrs 8 m 6 yrs 6 yrs d m 

""^he Vpema^""" '^'"°*' '° j « '-y 31 girls Tofl, 76 

Average age, 8 yrs 6 m 7 yrs 3 m 7 yrs 11 m 

PupilsstadyingSpellingwithdefini'tns, 98boys 109 girls Total, 207 

Average age, 11 yrs 4 m 11 yrs 11 m 11 yrs 8 m 

Papils reading in M'Guffey's 1st Read., 11 boys 9 girls Total, 20 

Average age, 8 yrs 4 m 8 yrs 8 yrs 2 m 

Second Reader, 11 boys 8 girls Total, 19 

Average age, 9 yrs 8 yrs 6 m 8 yrs 9 m 

Third Reader, » 36 boys 25 girls Total, 61 

Average age, 9 yrs 6 m 9 yrs 4 m 9 yrs 5 m 

Fourth Reader, 62 boys 84 girls Total, 146 

Average age, ' 12 yrs 6 m 12 yrs 9 m 12 yrs 8 m 
Writing— Ist, on slates : from copies only, 70 boys 40 girls Total, 110 

Average age, 8 yrs 9 m 8 yrs 6 m 8 yrs 7 m 

Without copies, 44 boys 58 girls Total, 102 

Average age, 11 yrs 3 m 11 yrs 11 yrs 1 m 

On paper, in copy books, 25 boys 35 girls Total, 60 

Average age, 14 yrs 10 m 14 yrs 10 m 14 yrs 10 m 
Arithmetic— 1st. Leaming^tables only; 2d. Elementary, through Long Divis- 
ion ; 3d. All others. 

1st. Tables only, 20 boys 16 girls Total, 36 

Average age, 8 yrs 5 m 8 yrs 3 m 8 yrs 4 m 

English Grammar, 25 boys 35 girls Total, 60 

Average age, 14 yrs 10 m 14 yrs 10 m 14 yrs 10 m 

Natural Philosophy, 10 boys 13 girls Total, 23 

Average age, 15 yrs 11 m 15 yrs 6 m 15 yrs 9 m 

&c. &c. &c. 

This list, already too long, might be further and more minutely extend- 
ed. The idea is, I trust, sufficiently evident by what has been given. 
As it represents the educational condition of my schools after the first 
three months of my supervision, few will suppose I have any vanity in 
presenting it. Truly, there is but little in the exhibit to be vain of. 

Were all superintendents thus to collect and arrange statistics, much 
valuable information might be gained. 

1st. They themselves would be able to see what was the present 
condition of their schools, and whether the classes had advanced or 
retrograded. 

2d. Upon the adoption of a few general rules, a system of classifica- 
tion would prevail, sufficiently uniform to enable these averages to pre- 
sent truthful estimates of the comparative positions of various classes in 
various schools. 

3d. The union of all these averages into one, would give the average 
educational condition of scholars in our Union Schools throughout the 
State. 

In the valuable report of Mr. Freese, Superintendent of the Cleve- 
land schools for the year 1855-6, we have (on page 72, table IV) 
a general summary, showing the number of pupils in Primer, First 

17 
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Reader, Second Reader, Third, Fourth and Fifth Readers, in Geog- 
raphy, Grammar, etc., etc. 

So also in Mr. Rickoff's report of the Cincinnati schools for 1855-6, 
"we have, at page 35, a somewhat similar table, rather less extended. 

If now these gentlemen, and those in charge of the public schools of 
other cities and large towns in Ohio, were in the preparation of their 
reports, to bear this item of average ages in their mind, a very valuable 
table might be drawn up, exhibiting a standard sufficiently accurate to 
be a safe guide in the gradation of schools, and the arrangement of 
' studies. 

Personally I regard such statistics as valuable — it may be my owq 
opinion, or they may be really and intrinsically so. As this letter is 
intended to be suggestive only, I will not undertake to advocate, defend 
or explain. 

Mr. Rickoff, in his report, well and truly writes, (p. 41,) ** School 
statistics are far inferior in completeness and accuracy, to the commer- 
cial, manufacturing and agricultural statistics of the day. It ought not 
to be so, for certainly the products of the school room can vie in value 
with the products of the farm or factory.'* 

You, sir, also at the Christmas session of our Association, submitted 
the following resolutions which were passed : 

*' Resolved y That as an expression of the sense of this Association, 
the interests of education require that correct and comprehensive statis- 
tics of educational effort and progress in each county of the State of 
Ohio, should be systematically kept and made available. 

*' Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to prepare 
suitable blanks for this purpose, and have the same ready for distribu- 
tion at the next meeting of the Association. 

It is much to be regretted that our present Executive Committee 
have not presented these blanks ; something should be done, and I 
would suggest that the Superintendents at their adjourned meeting at 
Columbus, take the matter under their serious consideration, and a 
committee be appointed to draw up and present those blanks which our 
Executive Committee have ignored. 

The Superintendent of the Cincinnati schools has already introduced 
this subject ; but the item of the average age of the pupils seems either 
to have escaped his attention, or is not regarded as of much importance 
by him. 

As an Association of Teachers, united for the purpose of advancing 
the interests of education, it certainly becomes imperative upon us to 
take active measures for the immediate collection and permanent pre- 
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flerv^tion of sach statiBties. They vriVL not only be highly yiduable lor 
immediate study and reference, bat they will constitute an imperii 
mble and invalaable record in the futnre, of the labors end servieif 
which our Association performed for posterity. 

Respectfully, wtctbus. 



SCHOOLS — A GLANCE BACKWARD AND FORWARD. 



Plato has said that the ''ancients were wiser and lived nearer Uie 
Gods than we/' and as we gaze backward through the vista of years, 
we are half persuaded to echo the sentiment. Visionary legends and 
3)uzzling myths have come to us with the few attested facts concerning 
the early world ; yet through the mist of ages, we can trace the dim 
outlines of splendid ruins, bearing within and about them the magie 
touch of many Lost Arts. Asia, the cradle of the world, was not leas 
the cradle of letters, rocked by the inspired hand of those who dwelt 
not afar from Eden's bowers ; and who have left us, upon the now new- 
ly exhumed tiles and cylinders of olay, records of « mighty people. 
"Their schools, like the privileges of their government, were for the few; 
itnd the wise men and magicians initiated only a chosen 4iumber into the 
secrets of science and the mysteries of nature. An ancient King 6f 
Persia first founded a college, solely for the priesthood ; but, whatever 
of literature it may have fostered, is now irrevocably lost. Jewish 
history gives us no account of schools except those of the priests and 
prophets, and of a few private tutors; yet without schools, the wand^- 
ing children of the desert often uttered eloquent words in melodious 
measures, under the guidance of their ever-faithful teacher — Nature. 
Tamerlane, who strewed the earth with dead, often sought the compan- 
ionship of scholars and poets ; and Baber wrote spirited annals of his 
own wars. And, far back, when the world was barbarous, we read of 
the pet institution of our day — Public Schools. During the latter 
half of the sixteenth century — the golden age of India — when Acbar 
was sovereign, they were regulated by royal authority, thus : The boys 
were first taught the letters of the Persian Alphabet separately, with 
the different accents or marks of pronunciation ; and as soon as they 
bad a perfect knowledge of this, which is acquired in a few days, they 
were exercised in combinations of two letters, and alter studying them 
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for a week, they were given a short line of prose or verse containing a 
religious or moral sentiment wherein these oombinations constantly 
occurred. They were expected to read this with occasional assistance 
from the Teacher, who, for several days, continued to give them a new 
hemistich or distich and a repetition of what had been read before. The 
young scholar was given four exercises daily : the alphabet, the combi- 
nations, a new hemistich and what he had read before. The sciences 
were taught in the following order : Morality, Arithmetic^ Accounts, 
Agriculture, Geometry, Longimetry, Astronomy, Geomancy, Econo- 
mies, the Art of Government, Physics, Logic, Natural Philosophy, 
Abstract Mathematics, Divinity and History. Each individual was 
educated according to his prospects ; and even while yet within the 
shadow of the Dark Ages, these schools and the Hindoo Colleges were 
counted the hope and pride of the Empire. 

China was not then the hidden light which she is now deemed, although 
it was left for later generations to develop and apply her wonderful dis- 
coveries and inventions. Before the Christian Era, a work was written 
in China upon the importance and necessity of establishing Common 
Schools, and in every village, boys who were obliged to labor during 
the day, were taught at evening schools; while all those of four and five 
years of age were taught to read. The rich now employ private tutors, 
and a female is occasionally educated, and attains reputation in poetic 
composition. Peshamar and Bokhava have Se\ninaries of education. 
The poor of Mohammedan nations send their children to a Mollah, where 
they learn to read the Koran — the rich employing private tutors. 
Hindoo learning is now confined to the sacred books, which are said to 
have issued simultaneously from the mouth of Bhroman; yet tke priests 
of this day do not understand even the use of the instruments now in 
their possession. The few schools which the English have established 
there and those by the missionaries, are now the only effective means 
of instruction. Thus does the westward ''Star of Empire" return to 
illume the darkened east. In Burmah, through the influence of a 
French missionary, Public Schools were once established, and parents 
were obliged to send their children; but this institution died with its 
founder. In 1713, we hear of schools in Tobolsk, where German, 
Geometry, Latin, French and Drawing are taught. The Swedish emi- 
grants and Eussian prisoners thus cast the early dew upon the otherwise 
barren soil, and a Siberian exile is no more a wanderer and an outcast. 
A glimmering of the light upon the plains of Shinar was felt upon all 
Asia, and finally made Egypt mistress of the world in the arts and sci- 
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enees ; yet only the fbw were permitted to^ share that wisdom and colti- 
TatioQ, which has since yanished at the approach of ignorance and su- 
perstition, even as the fertile soil has disappeared beneath the encroach- 
ing sand. At present, there are schools attached to every mosque, 
where children may be taught at trifling expense. Theur lessons are 
generally written upon tablets painted white, being mostly passages 
from the Koran, and certain prayers, which are rubbed out when learned. 
Both Teacher and scholars are seated upon the ground ; the latter of 
whom study aloud, with a swinging motion of the body, which is thought 
to assist the memory. Teachers sometimes cannot read, but having 
committed the Koran, succeed in maintaining their position. 

We are told of an ancient King of Madagascar, who sent some of 
his subjects to England and France for their education, and then pre- 
pared schools for the benefit of Teachers, both male and female. Thus 
the isles of the sea have felt the progressive impulse of our common 
humanity, yet Greece alone was left to furnish models of taste and 
scholarship for all succeeding ages. No Roman prowess or physical 
might could conquer or avail its intellectual supremacy ; and no Koman 
youth was considered educated until he had listened to the sages and 
orators of Greece. In their excellent and comprehensive system of 
schools, children were taught reading, writing, grammar, and music ; 
and in later times, philosophy and oratory in addition to thorough phys- 
ical training, which latter the Spartans deemed sufficient. Socrates, 
Aristotle, and Plato, yet live uneclipsed in the vast influence of their 
lives and teachings. 

The Eomans first taught their children to swim and dive ; then to 
read ; adding the accomplishments of wrestling, leaping and running. 
They were further taught the fine arts, grammar, geography, ethics, 
arms and dancing ; their instruction being suited to their condition in 
life. Learned Greeks were their Teachers, propagating their peculiar 
tenets, which were scrupulously supported by their pupils. At eighteen 
they were eapable of military duty, at twenty they were men. Alas, 
that amid the wreck of empire Italy is but a crushed atom ! Abound- 
ing in aids to learning, it still fosters a degraded and illiterate people. 
With such magnificent ruins and palaces of art, it calls pilgrims from 
every land and clime, and yet nourishes a thriftless and indolent popu- 
lation. 

During the fifteenth century, in Constantinople, boys were sent to 
public schools at four years of age, and continued there until their fif- 
teenth year ; the course of study comprising reading, writing, grammar. 
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trit^Diietic and geometrj. At colleges the chief mode of teaohiDg 
hy le<^are ; upon logic, rhetoric, Latin, ethics, medicine and law. The 
best law-school in the Boman empire was at Conatimtinople, except one 
at Berytus. The Spanish Moors, in the tenth centurj, diuring the 
night of barbarism, established public libraries and academiee-in all the 
great towns ; but their descendants have failed to heed the beacon light 
which the darkness of religious despotittm must ever obscure. Portugal 
k^ed not far behind, and under Charlemagne the empire and cultiva- 
tion of the Caasars slowly receded to northern Europe. He established 
schools for the young, compelled their attendance, sad, founded the 
University of Paris; leaving Francis I to organize a college for 
learning Latin and Greek, and to advance the art of printing. In later 
times Eichelieu founded the French Academy, which has been suo- 
ceeded by schools that rival with any upon the Continent. Anon, Al- 
bion's clifis arose amid the mist and fog, and in the unexampled stride 
<^ Alfred's reign could boast of schools for the common people ; yet the 
e^Musmodic effort of one great man's care could not save a nation from 
the blight and mildew of the feudal ages ; and not until the Elizabethan 
age was the veil lifted from eyes that saw not and ears that heard not 
the teachings of nature and revelation. Oxford bad. then cast but a 
Mngle ray of its modern effulgence upon the darkened land ; and Roger 
Bacon, only, had gazed centuries beyond the legitimate vision of his 
age and time. Scotland accompanied her sister-province, and now ex- 
cels her, in aff>rding parochial schools where the poor may be educated 
at trifling expense. The University of Glasgow can boast of age and 
celebrity, and back to Elizabeth's time do we look for the seal of. an- 
tiquity upon the university at Dublin. The first German university 
was established at Prague about the middle of the fourteenth century, 
and soon had 7000 students. One at Vienna, another at Hjeidelberg 
soon followed ; but despite the occasional revisions of the system ai 
public instruction, the Austrian tendencies to pleasure hold continual 
warfare with the attempt to promote science and literature. A century 
and a half since, Frederick William of Prussia, catching the bearing of 
our free institutions, organized schools which should benefit every grade 
of society ; and although a model for the world, they are still crippled 
by adherence to the arbitrary authority of a crumbling throne. 

Baden, Jena and Weimar are as household words in the German 
States, and the latter has come to be the Athens of the civilized world. 
Goodrich informs us, that " in biblical literature German sdiiolars are 
in advance oi all other nations, and also in linguistia lore, and that im 
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the departiQent of faistcprj they are scarcely less renowned, especially 
in the philosophy of history.'* But not in all Europe are just school 
regulations so resolutely enforced as in the little mountain-districts of 
Switzerland, where in every hamlet geography, history and singing are 
taught in the primary schools ; in the secondary, instruction is given in 
ancient and modern languages, geometry and the fine arts. Kich and 
poor are educated together ; the latter gratuitiously. The sacrament 
is. administered only to those who have received a certain degree of 
instruction. The basis of their political system is education, and 
apoiong them freedom breathes the pure atmosphere of Alpine summits. 
Holland was once famous for its men of learning ; but Belgium fails to 
provide opportunities of instruction for the masses. In Norway schools 
are stationary in the villages, but circulatory in the provinces. There 
are High Schools and Drawing Schools, which latter all who are to en- 
gage in mechanical pursuits must attend. In Iceland the family schools 
leave none who are not able to read. 

As we speed across the ocean to the New World we are aghast at 
our necessities, yet proud of our progress. While the shadow of war 
rested upon our land, and during its visible presence among us, only 
the present need was considered ; but the martyr-element of New Eng- 
land scorned difficulties and dangers in securing the benefit of schools. 
Fresh from the triumphs of a righteous victory, and manfully released 
from the despair of oppression, it is no marvel that our forefathers gen- 
erously based all public institutions upon the firm ground-work of 
liberty ; and to secure this foundation gave every child ample opportu- 
nity to learn its uses and abuses. New England has ever been in the 
van, and that portion of our country where the pall of slavery lies 
heaviest, ever in the rear. Throughout the north and west, hundreds 
and millions of dollars are expended in endowing schools whose results 
are incalculable even without the prestige of age, or the dew of ancient 
renown. But the question arises, ** Whither do we tend?'* ''Why 
has the tread of empire steadily marched westward to us ?" 

A barren plain entombs the Chaldean glory and splendor ; Mem- 
phis and Alexandria are but legends of past prosperity ; Athens is but 
a beautiful ruin, despite its late spasmodic modernizing ; the balmy 
air of Byzantium is redolent only of the enervating pipe, and of the red 
wine; and Home, alas, is but a dark stain upon a^rich antique. 

Westward with the power of empire has the light of intelligence gone, 
and we only need to mention Goethe, Humboldt, La Place, Lamartin'e, 
Milton and Locke to prove the ripeness of German, French and Eng- 
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lisb intellect. In our nation of kings we should create and foster many 
such mature monarchs of mind and heart, and with all the grand mas- 
ters for exemplars, we may truly hope that lofty spirits will be begotten. 

Grlancing forward through the coming eventful years, we perceive 
schools of a high grade in each country town, furnished at public ex- 
pense, where children must attend; the youthful city vagrants and 
rural idlers all sharing in the salvation of the cheerful primary school. 
We shall find the Teachers something more than mere school-room au- 
tomatons ; something beyond the mere negative existence which dis- 
closes no evil ; they are positive, living men and women, whose look is 
an inspiration, whose words are echoes from the "bards sublime," and 
the spirit and letter of whose teachings are, **Live a holy spirit-life for 
God and eternity." Overgrown children, self-abused adults, and moral 
delinquents no longer presume to tamper with the tender youthful 
mind, and parents have discarded that idea of expediency which desires 
just as little education as will do, and in just as superficial a manner as 
will answer the demands of successful business. Men will then cease 
to juggle and cheat for sacred things, and will have learned to bask in the 
warm sunshine of noble impulses and purer thoughts. A stricter mo- 
rality, a more rigid Christianity will then be taught, with the Bible for 
a text and class book. 

Teaching will be held a profession, with its legitimate moral and 
spiiitual preparation; and our nation shall find a bulwark and strong 
out-post in the public schools. 

Each freeman who is to have a voice in the government will be edu- 
cated therefor, even as princes are trained in view of the responsibilities 
and dignities of a crown. Searching the annals of the world, we find 
a republic even yet an experiment, and we can have no reasonable 
hope that it can ever be a successful one except founded upon the rock 
of an enlightened Christianity ; and wo may yet betide us, for shifting 
from such a foundation, and permitting the bane and light of that des. 
potism which renders our vaunted liberty a defi^ant falsehood. But yet, 
ever onward shall we be impelled, through the long summer afbernoon 
of our prosperity, and perchance through the darkness and storm of the 
succeeding night, until at the dawn of the millennial ages, freed souls 
may shout a majestic Te Deum for life and victory. l. a. t. 

North Fairfield, Ohio. 
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iltatl)emattcal lOepartmcnt 



PBOV. W. H. YOUNG, ATHENS, BDITOB. 



SOLUTIONS OF QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN JOURNAL. 



No. 7. I pay thirty-five dollars for two notes — one for $15, due in 
4 mo., at § per cent. ; the other for $30, due in 6 mo., at 8 per cent. 
Bequired the discount on each. 

SOLUTION BT A. A. E. 

The deht on the first note will be, at the end of 4 mo., $15^^ ; on 
the second, at the end of 6 mo., $31 J. What is reaMt/ required is 
the rate of discount ; for, with this obtained, all difficulties vanish. 

Let X =: the rate per ct., per annum, of discount. Then -^^j^ and 
tJtt ^^^ ^® *^® rates, respectively, for 4 and 6 mo., and 

15-3 31- 

. , '^, + 1-7"^ = 35 ; whence x = 74f . 

Substituting this value for x in the first term of the equation, for the 
present worth of the first note, and in the second term for the present 
worth of the second note, and we find, respectively, 
$12.2596 and $22.7405. Therefore, 
$15.30 — 12.2596 = $3.0404. Discount on first ; 
$31.20 — 22.7405 = $8.4595. " " second. 

No. 8. What is the time of vibration of a rod of uniform thick- 
ness, 78 in. long, suspended by one end as a pendulum — 39 in., 
being the recognized length of a pendulum, beating seconds ? 

SOLUTION BT THB BDITOB. 

By the length of a pendulum, we are to understand the distance 
from the center of motion to that of oscillation. The center of oscilla- 
tion in a rod, bar, cylinder or any prism (demonstration too extended 
for the Journal), is two-thirds of its length from the extremity by 
which it is suspended. Hence the pendulum length of the rod in 
question is | of 78 = 52. And by mechanics, 

^ : /E2 :: 1 : 1.154 sec. Ans. 

No. 9. On each side of any triangle construct an equilateral tri- 
angle, and connect the centers of the equilateral triangles. Prove that 
the connecting lines form an equilateral triangle. 
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DEMONSTRATION BY JOEL E. HENDRICKS. * 

[The diagram may be readily constraoted by the directions.] 

Let ABC represent any triangle ; let ADB, BEC and AFC repre- 
sent equilateral triangles, described upon its tlu*ee sides ; and let G, 
H and I represent, respectively, the centers of these three equilateral 
triangles. Join H, I and G, AG, BG and DC. Then the angle 
GAB = GBA = HBC = lAC = 30° ; and, therefore, the angle 
CBD = HBG (each being equal to HBD — 30°). In like manner 
we prove that CAD = lAG. Then, because BD : BC : : SG : BH ; 
therefore, (JSucl. 6. 6.), BGH = BDC. And in like manner we 
prove that AGI = ADC. Hence AGI + BGH = ADB = 60°. 
But AGB = 120°. Hence IGH = 120°— 60°= 60°. In precisely 
the same manner we may prove that GHI and GIH, each, equals 60°. 
Therefore the triangle GIH is equiangular, and consequently equi- 
lateral. 



Acknowledgments — Joel E. Hendricks and A. Schuyler solved all ; 
A. A. K. and J. B. Dunn solved No. 7 ; James Goldrick solved No. 
9. Some correspondents found the J9an^ Discount for No. 7, and 
some erred in regarding the entire length of the rod in No. 8, as its 
pendulum length. A. A. K. solved all in the May No. 

Remarks. — Owing to the necessity of curtailing as much as possible 
the expenses of the Journal, we shall hereafter dispense with diagrams 
when practicable. Correspondents will prepare their demonstrations 
accordingly. Of course, when a diagram is essential to the olearness 
of a demonstration, one will be furnished. S. S. 0. will find an an- 
swer by mail. 

Explanation. — A number of errors will be found in the mathemat^ 
ical department of the last Journal. Partly from the fashion and partly 
fact, we will attribute the blame to the mails, bb the Journal had to go 
to press before the proof was received. The like will not happen again, 
for henceforth we will not wait for solutions after the Jirst of the month 
previous to that in which they are expected to appear. Solutions may 
be acknowledged when received as late as the 10th, but cannot be pub- 
lished unless received by the 1st. 

The copy of " Bond " was sent to the printer without alteration. 
The rules given in the article and the demonstrations ard sufficiently 
clear, but the example, we confess, was made unintelligible. 
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QU1I8TI0NS TOR SOLUnON. 

No. 13. A bridge when measured on the floor is 80 feet in length, 
and by looking across from one end to the other, it is found that the 
middle is two feet higher than the ends. If the floor of the bridge be 
the arc of a circle, what is the diameter of that circle ? c. b. s. 

No. 14. If a solid globe of gloss one foot in diameter, be blown 
into a hollow sphere one eighth of an inch in thickness, what will be the 
diameter of that sphere ? omboa. 



i» » ' 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL LAW. 



BY THB STATE COMMISSIONER 09 COMMON SCHOOLS. 



Qdestion 1. In Township, the local directors employed a young man 

to teach their school. After a few weeks, it was discovered that his moral influ- 
ence over his pupils was of a most pernicious character. He had, in a clandestine 
manner, circulated among them a vile and licentious book, which was calculated 
to excite the grossest passions, and lead to shameful and ruinous practices. 
l£any of his pupils were withdrawn by their parents from the school, and the 
directors were requested to dismiss him from their employment. A majority of 
them, however, decided to continue him in charge of the school. Have the 
Township Board of Education authority under our School Law, to interfere in 
the matter, and discharge the Teacher? If not, what course can be pursued, 
Uwfully, to secure the dismission of the Teacher ? 

Answer. It is deeply to be regretted that instances like this should arise un- 
der the operation of our school system. The object of our schools is the im- 
proYement of those who attend them. Such improvement will not be secured 
upder the instructions of ignorant or Immoral Teachers. The greatest possible 
defect in the qualifications of those to whom the instruction of our children is 
committed, is the wAnt of high-toned morality. No where else are evil princi- 
ples and vicious habits more destructive in their operations than in the Teacher, 
A noble, honorable and pure spirit, is an indispensable requisite in all whos^ 
work it is to mould the characters and shape the destinies of the young. That 
•ach a Teacher as he in regard to whom complaint is made, should be removed 
from his office without unnecessary delay, all considerate persons must admit 
The question is, how shall this removal be effected ? It is thought by some that 
the Board of Education have authority, when, in their estimation, the interests 
of schools require it, to interfere in such matters, and overrule the decisions of 
the local directors. If they have this right it is wholly inferential ; for it is not 
explicitly conferred b]» the School Law. In sec. 6 of this law, it is declared tha^ 
*'It shall be the duty of the school directors, in each sub district, to take the 
management and control of its local interests and affairs, to employ Teachers, 
m m m and to dismiss any Teacher, at a^y time, for such reasons as they may 
deem sufficient." The right of appeal from their decision in such cases, ii no. 
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where expressly given. In the opinion of the undersigned^ the action of the 
local directors in such cases, should be considered decisive and final. Otherwise 
numerous and unfortunate collisions will arise between the local directors and 
the Board of Education. 

Section 45 of the general School Law, provides an appropriate and sufficient 
remedy for all such cases. Its language is, "If, at any time, the recipient of the 
certificate shall be found incompetent or negligent, the Examiners, or any two 
of them, may revoke the same, and require such Teacher to be dismissed" 

If, upon due examination, the Examiners find that the Teacher has been guiltj 
of immoral practices, it is their imperative duty to revoke his certificate, inas- 
much as the law makes a "pood moral character" a requisite to obtaining such 
certificate. 

QuBSTiOK 2. Can a Board of Education, under the restriction of the last 
Legislature, levy a tax, general or special, for building purposes, etc , which will 
amount in the aggregate to more than two mills on the dollar, without submit- 
ting the subject to a vote of the people ? The eflfect of the law seems to make 
this restriction, whether designed or not And such restriction is certainly 
needed, on account of the abuses practiced under the authority of the 23d sec- 
tion. The special assessments are becoming the rule, and the Township levy the 
exception. This practice not only imposes heavy and perplexing duties upon 
the Auditors, but is also the source of constant jealousy and strife among town- 
ship officers. A sub-district levy for building purposes, usually runs from eight 
to fifteen mills on the dollar; and the above restriction would virtually do awaj 
with such levies, as the amount produced would be insufficient to accomplish the 
objects desired. 

Answer. Numerous inquiries have been addressed to this department, rela- 
tive to the efilect upon the 23d section of the recent amendments of the 22d sec- 
tion of the general School Law. Many entertain the opinion expressed in the 
above inquiry, which comes from the Auditor of Meigs county. Others claim 
that section 23 is in no manner modified by the amendments above named. 
They contend that inasmuch as this section was neither amended nor repealed, • 
it still gives Boards of Education authority to levy, without restriction, taxes up- 
on sub-districts, for building purposes. 

In order to arrive at just conclusions upon this subject, a correct idea of the 
original purpose and design of section 23 is necessary. It formed no part of the 
law as first drafted and presented to the Legislature. The purpose and spirit of 
the law were to impose township taxes for all school purposes, whaterer. To this 
plan some members objected ; and as a compromise of conflicting opinions, 
section 23 was added. This section was never designed to originate power with 
the Boards of Education to assess taxes additional to those named in section 22. 
It is in its character supplemental to that section, defining how, under given cir- 
cumstances, the taxes named in said section 22, shall be levied. Whatever 
amendments, therefore, go to restrict or limit the power of taxation conferred 
by section 23, pass, by necessity, to the following section. 

Among the amendments to the School Law, passed April 17th, 1857, is a mod- 
ification of section 22, which limits taxation for all school purposes, other than 
the payment of Teachers, to two mills on the dollar, of the taxable property of 
the township ; excepting in cases where a vote of the township shall decide that a 
greater tax is necessary. As section 23 is, virtually, part and parcel of section 
22. no greater tax than two mills on the dollar can be levied upon any sub-dis- 
trict for building purposes, except when the people of the township shall, by 
vote, order otherwise. 
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If the effect of this opinion shall be a practical repeal of section 23, it will be, 
in the opinion of the undersigned, no cause for regret ; as said section has been 
a constant source of difficulty between various school authorities, and of injury 
to the cause of education throughout the State. A. SMYTH, 

Commissioner, 



I LOVE THE WEST. 



BT C. W. BANDERS. 
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1. I love the west, the gal-lant west, With its bright and sun • ny streams; 

2. I love the west, the migh-ty west. With its wild and sha - dy glens ; 
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The land of the brave, the land of the free, The land of my childhood's 
'Tis there the dash - ing wa • ter - fall Ma - jes - tic beau - ty 
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dreams, 
lends, . 



The land of my childhood's dreams. 
Ma - jes • tic beau - ty lends. 
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I love the west, the glorious west. 
With its rivers old and grand ; 

Its silvery lakes, which proudly bear 
The freight of many a land. 

4. 
I love the west, the beauteous west, 

With its prairies broad and fi«e ; 
The heart with purest rapture swells. 

As we gaie <m the flowery lea. 



6. 
I love west, the sunny west, 

With its green hills, and its flowers ; 
Its verdant plains, and smiling groves. 

Where the wild vine weaves its bowers. 

6. 
I love the west, the far off west, 

For my home and heart are there ; 
May Heaven's blessings on it rest, 

Is my humble, ardent prayer. 
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— The official proceedings of the Semi-annnal meeting of the Ohio State 
Teachers' Association, recently held in the good old Borough of Steubenville, 
appear in our pages herewith. On oar hearts are recorded those indelible me- 
morials of persons and things- which hopefnl men and women treasure up at an 
association where the finer and nobler qualities of our nature are awakened by 
concerted action for the welfare of our race, and the elevation of the noble pro- 
fession of mental and moral instructor of our youth. 

— Vacation has come, and relaxation and recuperation await the Teacher. 
^Let each one be re-baptised for the great missionary work to be resumed in-a 
few weeks ! It has been said that the undevout astronomer is mad. With all the 
gifted powers of the star gazer, his work is but to see and admire— of course to 
reverence. But the humble Teacher has in keeping an immortal soul — has in 
charge the training of those who may owe directly to him or her, their temporal 
and immortal Interests. It is true, then, as Gov. Chase has said, in that chaste 
and elegant letter read to the Association, and which should be printed in letters 
of gold, and read by every Teacher and school officer in the whole United States, 
that " it is impossible to over-estimate the importance of universal education, 
where every boy is to be a voter, and any boy may be a President." 

Good men and women of the Teachers profession in Ohio, the Journal wishes 
you a pleasant re-union among your friends daring your vacation visits, and in- 
vokes you to renewed and more determined effort in the field of labor, which 
requires eminent fitness of scholarship as well as faith and patience. 

— Friends of Normal Schools should scan thoroughly the letter of Gov. Chase 
above alluded to, and consider the proposition broached by the Chief Executive 
officer of the State, looking towards making the Ohio and Miami Universities of 
Athens and Oxford, under legislative control, parts of a general plan in our State 
for Educating Teachers. 

— A correspondent sends us the following. Members of the Ohio State Teach- 
ers' Association please take notice : 

*^ Much has been said and done about rendering the Ohio Journal of Edota- 
tion self-supporting, and members of the Association are called upon to come 
forward and make pledges to procure subscribers for its support. To this they 
have responded with|the accustomed liberality of Ohio Teachers — of brave labor- 
ers who can raise $3000 at a sitting, and $1000 in a few seconds. 

'' But this will no more make the Journal self-supporting than the possession of 
the mines of South America made Spain wealthy— or of the mines of California 
tends to enrich us. Our true wealth consists in our powers of action, our indas- 
try and enterprise. If the tone of our Journal be not in advance of the age, 
and therefore calculated to educate it— if the articles be not replete with pro- 
found scholarship, sound sense, superior practical information, and valuable 
statistical tables — if it be not a Journal which exchanges delight to recognize 
and carefully read for items and extracts, it will never be widely read, fk^quently 
quoted and self-supporting. 

" The great question is, how shall this be done ? Let Teachers resolve to write 
something for the Journal — let them resolve to write something valuable and 
something that shaU be quoted, noticed and criticised. They will Uien write 



OHIO JOURNAL OF BDUCATION. 268 



well. In their daily labors and in their preparation for them, they meet with 
experimental difflculties to be overcome, and practical problems to be solved. 
Let them note these things down, ponder them, examine them, write upon them, 
and practical articles will grow beneath their pens. 

" Send these to the Editor ; do not let him beg for articles or solicit items ; keep 
him crammed and well supplied; from many good things he can then select the 
best. It will no longer be minima de malis, but utrum horum mavis accipe. 

" While we are extending the circulation of the Journal, let It be a cause for 
wonder among the new subscribers and the old, of wonder "why we never took 
this valuable paper before," and of pleasure in the possession and perusal of so 
able a periodical. 

" Teachers, take notice I Do this and your Journal will be an honor to you. 
Neglect it and it will be a failure, and a disgrace to yourselves." 

— To parents and school officers we commend especially this paragraph of 
Gov. Chase's letter : 

'* To make the school house efficient, Teachers must be, not only qualified, but 
honored. The responsibility of their trust, the magnitude of their work, and 
the dignity of their calling, must be acknowledged, and not coldly acknowledged 
only, but thoroughly appreciated. The community hardly yet begins to realize 
its debt of gratitude, honor and reward to the Teachers of its schools." 



TO COHHTT AUDITORS AlTD TOWNSHIP BOARDS OF EDUGATIOIT. 



The following circular, issued by Mr. H. H. Barney, first State Commissioner 
under the present School Law, has been approved by Commissioner Smyth, aiid 
the attention of active Teachers is called to this instrumentality in aid of the 
Journal, and for distribution of information on the School Law to each county 
oi the State — 

*' The great number of questions arising under the present School Law, aiid 
the importance of having a thorough understanding, by its officers, of the pro- 
Tisions of the law, and a uniform policy pursued in all the counties, in its 
administration, have imposed the necessity of having some medium of commu- 
nication with those officers, and the Commissioner has gladly availed himself of 
the Ohio Journal of Education for this purpose. 

**A11 my official decisions and opinions have been, and will continue to be 
published in the Journal ; and it is my opinion that County Auditors will be 
justified in subscribing for a copy for their own use, and one (or more) for the 
Board of School Examiners ; and that township Boards may order it for the 
township clerk, and the clerk of each sub-district, and include the cost of the 
game in their annual estimate of money to be raised in accordance with the first 
clause of the 22d section of the School Law. 

"The copies so taken should, of course, be kept on file in their respective offi- 
ces, and be transmitted to their successors in office. 

" Editors throughout the State, by publishing the above, will confer a favor 
on school officers, and greatly abridge the official correspondence of the Com- 
missioner" 

A number of township Boards are now receiring the Journal on the t)lan 
named in the above circular, and we trust that the number may soon be greatly 
increased. 

The cost of the Journal is $1.00 per annum. Address Jounial of Education, 

Columbus, Ohio. 
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ported apoQ tbe condition of our common schools, bas expressed tbe 
same opinion, urging immediate legislative provision. 

There has never been a difference of opinion, among men well 
informed upon the educational needs and instrumentalities, respectiDg 
the utility of good Libraries, free to all the people. Yielding to tbe 
pressure of public sentiment, the Legislature gave a few counties 
authority to establish Libraries in 1848 ; but not until after tbe fo^ 
mation of the New Constitution, when a thorough revision of our school 
laws was required, did a General Assembly grant the petitions, which, 
for fifteen years, had been forwarded from all parts of the State. 

In 1853, a tax of one-tenth of a mill for District Libraries was 
authorized. That tax was levied and disbursed during three years, 
producing not quite one dime for each youth of school age. 

The number of Libraries established was .... 5,790 
'* volumes distributed, .... 332,579 

The value of Books distributed was ... . $202,225 
** Apparatus ** " . . . . 19,417 



(( (( 



The amoutit of the tax was ...... $220,288 

In 1854, there was stern opposition to the Library tax, but the 
Legislature refused to repeal tbe clause granting it, in the belief that, 
when the system was understood and fairly in execution, the people 
would approve it. Opposition grew stronger, however, and in 1856 
the tax was suspended for one year. In 1857, that suspension was 
renewed for another year. 

Now, the educationists of Ohio having the same faith which the 
educationists of 1837 declared, appeal to the people for an emphatic 
expression of their will. They believe that the opposition which 
secured the suspension of the Library tax, is because of defects in the 
law, and because of its unwise and incomplete local administration, not 
from conviction of any want of utility in Libraries. 

Opposition, arising out of narrow prejudice and short-sighted illibe^ 
ality, is now and always has been exercised toward common schoob 
which afford instruction higher than reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
If strong enough, it would promptly accomplish not only the repeal of 
the Library feature of our school system, but would abolish union and 
graded schools. Such opposition we do not fear. The first Constitu- 
tion for Ohio declared that *' religion and knowledge, being essential 
to good government, schools and the means of instruction shall forever 
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be encouraged by legislative provision." Oar present Constitution 
indorses that sentiment, and it is legitimate to claim that Libraries are 
chief among the means of instruction authorized by organic law. 

Development of mind, culture of morals and diffusion of knowledge — 
these are the primary objects of Common Schools. Common Libraries 
are not merely auxiliary — they form an essential part of an adequate, 
free school system. The friends of liberal, popular education, know 
that every argument good for a High School is good for a Library ; and 
they have confidence in the generosity and intelligence of a people which 
cheerfully supports Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Lunatic and Idiot Asy- 
lums, and Reform Schools for juveniles. 

The Library system of Ohio has not met popular expectation, in 
smaller towns and districts, because too much was undertaken when 
Sub-district Libraries were ordered. The cities and larger towns 
cherish their School Libraries devotedly ; and, with a law adapted to 
the workings of our School machinery, they may be as highly regarded 
in every township as they are in Cincinnati, Cleveland and Dayton. 

WHAT IS PROPOSED. 

We propose the establishment of Township instead of District Libra- 
ries — because our school system is based on township organization, and 
because, for each township, books enough may be distributed to make 
each Library attractive. 

The Library should be convenient to the most central post-office — 
the Township Clerk to be librarian and superintendent of schools in the 
township, being paid a salary sufficient to enable him to give due atten- 
tion to schools and the Library, and being required to report scho<^ 
statistics. 

Let there be a State Board of Library Commissioners, that Board 
to decide upon a catalogue of books and apparatus. Let the Schoel 
Commissioner forward that catalogue, with prices attached and the 
amount of library money due each township, to every Board of Educa- 
tion in the State. Let each Board of Education select, from the aH- 
tborized catalogue, the books and apparatus required for its locality. 

This plan would secure local attention to school interests — would 
afford a Library accessible and attractive to all — will allow townships 
to select their own books and apparatus, and will, at the same time, 
secure to the State the advantage of purchase by wholesale. There 
will be no trouble for county auditors, in the apportionment of books. 
The Commissioner will communicate directly with Boards of Eduoatioa. 
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ions of some of our best and most conservatiye educators, be embo^ed 
and presented. 

In order tbat tbis end migbt tbe better be encompassed, recourse was 
bad to the following expedient, to wit : A series of questions in man- 
uscript form, embracing as briefly as possible, tbe principal items con- 
templated in tbe report, was prepared and sent to all tbe principal Nor- 
mal Schools in the United States and Canada, with a request that tbe 
inquiries be answered, and the manuscript returned. 

Before entering upon this part of tbe report, however, it migbt be 
well to call a brief attention to the history of Normal Schools in other 
<$ountries. For this your committee is indebted to that able and popu- 
lar document, the first Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the 
New Jersey State Normal School. The article is from tbe pen of Prof. 
Wm. Phelps, the able Principal of tbe School. The whole report is 
worthy of a careful perusal — especially that part of it which relates to 
Normal Schools. We only make a few extracts. 

'' The original signification of the word Normal, as applied to schools, 
was that of Pattern or Modd School. It was an elementary institution 
in which the best methods of instruction and discipline were practiced, 
and to which the candidate for the office of Teacher resorted for the 
purpose of learning, by observation, the most approved modes of con- 
ducting the education of youth. Of this class, were the schools of 
Neander, established at Ilefield, Germany, as far back as the year 1570, 
as also those of Abbe de La Salle, at Rheims, France, in 1681." * * 

" According to the present acceptation of the term Normal School, 
as used in many of the European countries, it denotes an establishment 
composed of young men and women, who have passed through an ele- 
mentary orteven superior school, and who are preparing to be Teachers 
by making additional attainments, and acquiring a knowledge of tbe 
human mind, and the principles of education as a science, and its meth- 
ods as an art. The Normal School of the present day, includes also 
the Model or Pattern School of earlier times. It thus combines theory 
with practice, there being * Model Schools,' * Experimental Schools, 
or. Schools for Practice,' as they are variously called, established in 
connection with them, to aflford an opportunity for testing practically tbe 
mode of instruction which they inculcate." 

** The first regularly organized Teachers' Seminary, or Normal School, 
as at present understood, was established at Halle, in a part of Hano- 
ver, about 150 years ago. A similar institution was opened at Rheims, 
in France, in 1794, by ordinance of the National Assembly, to furnish 
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Professors for Colleges and Higher Seminaries. But the first Normal 
School for the training of Elementary Teachers in France was organized 
at Strasbourg, in 1810. Now, each department of the Empire is obliged, 
either alone or in conjunction with other departments, to support one 
Normal School for the education of its School Masters. In 1849, there 
were ninety-three of these in France, and ten thousand five hundred 
and forty-five of their graduates were actually employed in the Primary 
Schools of the Empire." 

Says M. Guizot, in a report to the King, in 1833, on the state of 
primary education in the departments constituting the Academy of Stras- 
bourg: **In all respects, the superiority of the popular schools is 
striking, and the conviction of the people is as general, that this supe- 
riority is mainly due to the existence of the Normal School." * * 

He says further : ** All of you are aware, that the primary instruc- 
tion depends altogether on the corresponding Normal School. The 
prosperity of these establishments is the measure of its progress. The 
Imperial Government, which first pronounced with effect the words 
* Normal Schools,' left us a legacy of one. The restoration added five 
or six. Those, of which some were in their infancy, we have greatly 
improved within the last two years, and have at the same time estab- 
lished thirty new ones, twenty of which are in full operation, forming 
in each department a vast focus of light, scattering its rays in all direc- 
tions among the people." ****** 

Normal Schools were first organized in England about the year 1805. 
Lord Broughman, ever an able and eloquent advocate of popular edu- 
cation, in a speech in the House of Lords, on the education of the peo- 
ple, in 1835, thus remarks : ** Place Normal Schools — Seminaries for 
training Teachers — in a few such places as London, York, Liverpool, 
Durham and Exeter, and you will yearly qualify five hundred persons 
fitted for diffusing a perfect system of instruction all over the country. 
These training Seminaries will not only teach the masters the branches 
of learning and science in which they are now deficient, but will teach 
them what they know far less — the Didactic Art — the mode of imparting 
the knowledge they have or may acquire, the best methods of training 
and dealing with children in all that regards temper, capacity and hab- 
its, and the means of stirring them to exertion and controlling their 
aberrations." 

This able champion of popular education has lived long enough to 
see thirty-six Normal Schools, or Training Colleges, in England and 
Wales, four in Scotland, and one in Ireland, in successful operation. 
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New Jersey, and those in other States, and how well they have kept 
pace with each other in growth and importance, suhseqaent compari- 
sons will show. 

On the same suhject, Mr. Dana P. Colburn, Principal of the R. I. 
State Normal School, writes, that ** as a State Institution, their school 
has been in operation since May, 1854 ; but that it had been in opera- 
tion two winters previous as a private school." 

It is well known by those conversant with the Normal School enter- 
prise in the Eastern States, that the success of the experiment in or- 
ganizing and sustaining the State Normal School in the city of Provi- 
dence, has been very gratifying to the friends of the measure. The 
Teachers have been models for their profession ; and they have success- 
fully accomplished a work for which they deserve the gratitude of the 
State. 

D. H. Cochran, Principal of the State Normal School, Albany, N. 
Y., writes and answers by circular, that the school has been in operation 
since Dec. 18, 1844. It was established **for the instruction and 
practice of Teachers of Common Schools, in the science of education 
and the art of teaching. It was at first established for five years, as 
an experiment, and went into operation as above, in a building provided 
gratuitously by the city of Albany, and temporarily fitted up for that 
purpose." 

Victor M. Bice, in his annual report for 1855, says, *' that in a State 
like New York, comprising an extended territory, and a population of 
nearly three and a half million, including above one million of children 
of proper school age, more than nine hundred thousand of whom actu- 
ally attend the schools, it could not have been rationally expected that 
one such institution could supply the demand for Teachers. Still, it is 
but just to say, that it has been, and is fulfilling a mission of usefulness; 
though perhaps not always appreciated in every county and town in the 
State." 

Upon the same subject, Mr. J. W. Dickinson, Principal of the State 
Normal School at West field, Mass., answers, *'that this Institution is 
one of the four State Normal Schools under the direction of the Mass. 
Board of Efbcation. It was first opened at Barre, Sept. 4, 1839, and 
reopened at Westfield, Sept. 4, 1844." This, perhaps, is one of the 
oldest schools of the kind in the State, or even in our country ; and it 
is but just to say that it has won its way into public confidence, and 
Btill enjoys a high degree of prosperity. 

Mr. Bichard Edwards, Principal of the State Normal School at St- 
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lem, Mass., writes, "that the Institution over which he presides, was 
opened Sept. 14, 1854. It is one of the four State Normal Schools of 
Mass., and is intended for females only." 

** The State Normal School of Conn, was established by the act of 
the Legislature, May session, 1849. On the 1st of Feb. 1850, it was 
permanently located at New Britain. The school was opened for the 
reception of pupils on Wednesday, May 15, 1850." 

Other Normal Schools were addressed, but fuU reports were not re- 
ceived. 

The second question in the series reads as follows : 

" Is your Institution established and maintained wholly or in part 
by the State." 

To this New Jersey gives answer as follows : 

** It is supported entirely by the State. The annual appropriation 
for the purpose being ten thousand dollars." Mr. Phelps says further, 
** that it is proper to remark in this connection, however, that we are 
enabled to make our Model School defray its own expenses, besides 
yielding an annual revenue of about twelve hundred dollars, which 
sum is appropriated to the purchase of books, apparatus, etc., for the 
Normal School." 

And shall Ohio, with all her wealth and resources, developed and 
undeveloped, and with her population of two millions, more than eight 
hundred thousand of which are children of proper school age, shall she 
— in many points the second State in the Union — be outstripped by 
little New Jersey ? It were glory enough for the little State ; but we 
should hang our heads for our own broad acres. 

To the same inquiry Rhode Island answers, ** wholly by the State." 

N. Y. says : ** The Normal School proper, wholly by the State. 
The Model School is self-sustaining, in fact, adds something to the Nor- 
mal School fund." 

The Westfield Normal School, Mass., says : ** By the State, with the 
exception of a small sum paid by pupils to meet incidental expenses — 
$3.00 per annum." 

The one at Salem answers, that ** the building was only partly paid 
for by the State, but that the State maintains the school." 

The sum of $11,000 was appropriated by the State of Connecticut 
in 1849, for the support of her Normal School at New Britain, for a 
period of at least four years. By a unanimous vote of both Houses, 
at the May session of the Legislature in 1853, the further appropria- 
tion of four thousand dollars a year for four years was made, to con- 
tinue the school after the expenditure of the first sum. 
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It was the good fortune of the writer to be present when this appro- 
priation was made, and we know something of the estimation in which 
the State Normal School of Connecticut is held, not only by her Teach- 
ers, but by her politicians. No appropriation, perhaps, was ever made 
with more cheerfulness, and we may add, none with more propriety. 

The third question reads as follows : 

** What is the probable value of grounds, buildings, apparatus, etc., 
and what the annual expense ?" 

N. J. answers, that **the probable value of the entire property as 
named, is $30,000. The present annual expense of the establishment 
is about $13.500— viz : $10,000 from the State Treasury, and $3,500 
receipts for tuition in the Model School." 

This again tells fearfully against the stinted policy of the State of 
Ohio. While each one of her Normal Schools are conducted at an 
annual expense not to exceed $3,000 per annum. New Jersey expends 
more than four times that sum upon one ! And while the former is 
paid out of the hard earnings of the faithful Teachers of our State, the 
latter is paid from the State fund, as a means of securing a good invest- 
ment of her school fund. 

Dana P. Colburn, of R. I. State Normal School, answers : ** We 
rent our buildings. Value of library and apparatus, about $1,000 ; 
annual expense $4,000." 

It will be borne in mind that this school has been in operation under 
its present organization only about three years. 

D. H. Cochran, of the State Normal School of N. Y., says : "The 
cost of buildings, apparatus, etc., not far from $30,000. The annual 
appropriation is now $12,000." 

J. W. Dickinson, of the State Normal School at Westfield, Mass., 
reports: ** Value of grounds, buildings, etc., $12,000. Annual ex- 
penditure $3,200." 

Richard Edwards, of State Normal School at Salem, Mass., reports 
on the same— -$18,000, and $3,300." 

Connecticut answers : ** Cost of buildings alone $25,000." Cost of 
grounds and apparatus, etc., not given. 

The fourth question, ** How many departments? how many in each? 
how many of each sex? " 

Mr. Phelps, of N. J. answers : ** The school as at present organized, 
is composed of two departments — the Normal School proper and the 
Model School. There are now in the Normal School about 100 pupils 
-—two-thirds of these are females, and one-third males, with the number 
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constantly increasing. The Model School now numbers one hundred 
and seventy pupils — every seat being occupied, with a great demand 
for additional ones. In the Normal School there are four grades or 
divisions." 

Mr. Colburn, of Rhode Island, answers: "We have but one de- 
partment, averaging from 80 to 90 students, mostly females." 

Mr. Cochran, of N. Y., answers : *' The number of pupils in attend- 
ance is 256. They are divided into four classes — sub-junior and jun- 
ior, sub-senior and senior. Of this number 81 males and 175 females." 

Mr. Dickinson, of Westfield, Mass, answers: ** One-fifth of the 
pupils are males. The school is divided into three classes, viz : Senior, 
middle and junior — about 35 in each — 105 in all." 

Mr. Edwards of Salem, Mass., answers : ** We have two courses of 
study — the short and the advanced; number in the short 85 — in the 
advanced 9 — 94 in all." 

Connecticut reports in her catalogue for 1856, four classes, viz: 
" Graduates 29, seniors 56, middle 124, juniors 179. Total, 391 for 
the year, 137 males and 254 females." 

The fifth question reads as follows : 

** How many Teachers have you employed, and at wbat salary?" 

N. J. answers : *' There are at present employed in all departments 
fourteen Professors and Teachers, whose salaries amount in the aggre- 
gate, at the present time, to $9,400 per annum. In the Normal School 
the salaries range from $400 to $2,000 per annum. In the Model 
School they range from $300 to $1,000 per annum." 

A noble tribute to the talent of the Teachers of New Jersey. It 
will tell, too, in every school in the State. 

R. 1. states : ** We employ four Teachers, in addition to Prof. S. S, 
Green, as special Teacher in the English language. Salaries — Princi- 
pal $1,800 ; assistants $400 and $350 each; Prof. Green $300. His 
services are needed but a small portion of the time." 

N. Y. answers : *' Eleven Teachers — salaries varying from $1,700 
and house to $500 per annum." 

Massachusetts answers, from Westfield : ** Three assistants — salaries 
$800, $400 and $300." The Principal does not name his own salary. 
From Salem, Mass. : ** Teachers, six — salaries for Principal $1,500 ; 
first and second assistants together, $800 ; two sub-assistants, $200 
each. Assistants all ladies." 

(To be Continued.') 
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€ommumcatton0- 



PLEASURE — WEALTH — EDUC ATION. 



Every young man is to make choice of one of these as the object of 
pursuit in the life before him. He cannot gain them all unless he be a 
prodigy. He may gain the first without difficulty, and the second if 
not an ignoramus ; if possessed of a reasonable amount of brains, the 
third is also attainable. Now the Teacher is to hold this subject up in 
its true light, before the boys of the higher grades in our Common 
Schools. They are old enough to understand it, their minds are already 
occupied with it, and, whether we assist them or not, they must soon 
make the choice. We fear a large number of them will choose wealth 
or pleasure. 

In regard to the course to be pursued to attain pleasure, or sensual 
gratification, and the happiness resulting from its possession, we need 
say but little. It is a very easy matter, in this enlightened age of the 
world, for one to become a debauchee. Make a plunge, and the thing 
is done. Th^ inevitable result is, a short life of mingled ecstacy and 
pain, rapturous excitement and deep despondency, and a death clouded 
by remorse for the past, and fearful apprehensions of the future. 

It is truly humiliating, to be compelled to place education beside 
riches, as prize against prize ; nevertheless we are compelled to do it. 
** Society," as Mrs. Merdle would say, *' is responsible." Society has 
said that a man shall be respected in proportion to the number of dol- 
lars he can count and call his own. Boys are sharp enough to discern 
this, and act accordingly. They see there is no prospect of moving 
upon the surface, and making a splurge in society, without a compe- 
tence, and they throw learning to the dogs, and rush into the busy 
whirl of trade. They prosper and get rich ; and, having by this time 
lost all taste for intellectual culture*, continue to trade and accumulate, 
and die misers, or give themselves up to luxury and ease, and die pre- 
maturely, of gout. 

But this is not the worst. If they made none but themselves unhap- 
py, we should have less reason to cpmplain. Nearly all men who de- 
vote their lives to the acquisition of knowledge are poor — the sons of 
rich men being for the most part, dunces or rakes ; while a majority of 
our educated women are daughters of rich men. A young woman thus 
situated is forced, by the customs and prejudices of society, the cupidity 
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of the father and the lofty aspirations of the mother, to marry ap estab- 
lishment, and take with it a stupid trader. Thousands of both sexes 
are thus yearly made miserable. But will wealth impart no happiness ? 
It will give you many luxuries ; it will give you a princely mansion, 
gorgeously and fashionably furnished ; a noble span of horses, and 
splendid carriage; kind and obliging friends without number; the 
choicest literature of the day — to lie on the shelf; the largest turkey 
for thanksgiving, the finest salmon, and the first basket of strawberries ; 
a warm house and comfortable clothing in winter, a cool retreat in the 
country, a voyage to Europe, or the first choice of apartments at Niag- 
ara in summer ; cucumbers and lettuce in MarA, ice-cream and mint 
juleps in July ; the earliest green peas, and the latest news ; the high- 
est seat at the opera, and the lowest bow on the street ; it will place 
your name at the head of petitions and subscription papers, and on the 
list of representative men of your State ; it will make you chairman of 
caucuses and wire-pulling societies, and president of all the benevo- 
lent associations in existence — in which capacity you will be afforded 
a fine chance to show your ignorance, and make an ass of yourself. If 
you are sick, it will call around you sympathizing friends, faithful and 
efficient attendants, and an army of the most skillful physicians in the 
land. If, at the age of fifty, you should be bo extremely fortunate as 
to become a widower, it will induce some pretty girl of sixteen to make 
herself miserable by marrying you. It will give you the gout at last, 
and when you are done roaring with that, it will provide a rosewood 
coffin, a funeral sermon two hours long, and a strip of earth six feet 
long and two feet wide. This is about all that wealth can offer. If it 
be the sum of all happiness, get riches and be happy. 

In the actual work necessary to the accumulation of riches, there is 
no pleasure — all is weariness and vexation; but in the simple work of 
digging for knowledge, the scholar finds true happiness — happiness 
such as the millionaire can never experience. He feasts with ecstatic 
delight upon the mere pleasure of discovering new ideas. 

One of the most laborious students of the age, writes on this subject 
as follows : 

** Gathering honey is necessary to the enjoyment of the bee, and it 
cannot be happy until it has gathered honey ; therefore that act is essen- 
tial to its gratification. While the bee possesses instinctive tendencies 
to roam about the fields and flowery meadows, and to exert its energies 
in labor, it is obviously beneficial to it, to be furnished with motives 
and opportunities for doing so ; and so it is with man for his bodily and 
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meDtal powers. Gathering knowledge is to the mind of man what 
gathering honey is to the bee. Apparently with a view of effectually 
prompting the bee to seek this pleasure, honey is made essential to its 
subsistence. In like manner, and probably with a similar design, knowl- 
edge is indispensable to human enjoyment." 

God, when he created the world, and placed upon it the human spe- 
cies, wished them happiness. He has endowed us with external senses 
and internal faculties ; has adapted nature to the support of these pow- 
ers, and all the arrangements of creation are calculated to excite them 
to activity. All true happiness, then, must arise from the active exer- 
cise of those faculties^ Education alone, develops, strengthens, and 
draws out into harmonious action the various powers. In the acquisi- 
tion of wealth, all the powers of mind and body are brought to aid in 
the development of the miserly propensities ; hence we often see men 
become as mere money-getters, giants in stature, who, in all other re- 
spects, remain children to the day of their death. 

Education, we repeat, develops, alike, all the powers — corporeal, 
mental and moral — therefore in education is found all true happiness. 

CHI. 



A COURSE OF COMPOSITION. 



In the July number of the Journal, we inconsiderately promised to 
present an outline of a Course of Composition, adapted, in our judg- 
ment, to Classified or Graded Schools. With some diffidence, we now 
proceed to do so. 

It has been remarked, that there is danger of empiricism in educa- 
tion. This is too true. There is also equal danger of speculatism, if 
I may be pardoned the barbarism. All educational methods need to 
be subjected to the actual test of the school-room before their absolute 
correctness can^ be predicated. In general arrangement they may be 
correct ; in detail, very faulty. The inventor of a mower, or reaper, is 
obliged to submit his work to trial. What seemed to him an undoubt- 
ed success, often proves a comparative failure. Difficulties, hitherto 
unseen, are now detected and obviated; improvement after improve- 
ment is added, until finally his efforts are crowned with success. So 
in education. All true methods must be the joint results of theory and 
practice. For the truth is, there are very many '* lodged spots," hid- 
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den bummocka, bogs and stones, in the educational field. The follow- 
ing is^ therefore, presented for trial : 

COURSE OF COMPOSITION. 
FiBST step: first reader scholars. 

Letter-Making, by the use of slates aud black-board. Instruction 
and copies upon board ; first in print, and then in script characters. 
Short and diversified exercises. 

SECOND step: second READER SCHOLARS. 

Word-Making. — This exercise might include — 1. The copying of 
Spelling Lessons on slates. 2. The writing of the names of familiar 
objects in the school-room ; the names of the different kinds of food, of 
trees, of flowers, of birds, of insects, etc. (See " Object Lessons," 
Cin. Schools, page 157 of Journal.) 3. The writing of the names of 
brothers and sisters, of playmates ; then the names of persons, with the 
common titles of Miss, Mr., Mrs., Esq., Dr., Rev., Hon., M. C, M. 
A., B. A., D. D., LL. D., etc. t^ Special attention should be 
given to the correct use of capitals, and, also, the use of the period 
after abbreviated names, 4. The copying of paragraphs or verses, 
important maxims, the Ten Commandments, etc. 

THIRD step: THIRD READER SCHOLARS. 

Sentence-Making, — This exercise may include — 1. The writing of 
short sentences, expressing the use, quality, etc., of the familiar objects, 
whose names were written in the First Step. (See ** Object Lessons.") 
2. The writing of sentences, including certain words, previously selected 
by Teacher. 3. The writing of sentences, dictated by Teacher, contain- 
ing the more common abbreviations. (Example : John Lucas died on 
the 10th inst.) 4. The writing of all requests made to the Teacher; 
also short notes to other persons, containing a single wish or request. 
5. The correcting and rewriting of sentences incorrectly written. 6. 
The writing of brief letters ; properly dating, directing, addressing, and 
subsciibing them. 

FOURTH step: FOURTH READER SCHOLARS. 

Sentence- Grouping, or the arranging of sentences so as to make a 
description, or narrative. This may include — 1. The writing of let- 
lers. ^" Great attention should thus early be given to this subject 
2. The writing of brief narratives or anecdotes, related by the Teacher 
or some scholar. 3. The writing of brief descriptions, suggested by 
questions. (See Brookfield's First Book in Composition.) 4. The 
changing of verses of simple poetry into prose, etc. 
19 
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It was the good fortune of the writer to be present when this appro- 
priation was made, and we know something of the estimation in which 
the State Normal School of Connecticut is held, not only by her Teach- 
ers, but by her politicians. No appropriation, perhaps, was ever made 
with more cheerfulness, and we may add, none with more propriety. 

The third question reads as follows : 

** What is the probable value of grounds, buildings, apparatus, etc., 
and what the annual expense ?" 

N. J. answers, that ** the probable value of the entire property as 
named, is $30,000. The present annual expense of the establishment 
is about $13,500— viz : $10,000 from the State Treasury, and $3,500 
receipts for tuition in the Model School." 

This again tells fearfully against the stinted policy of the State of 
Ohio. While each one of her Normal Schools are conducted at an 
annual expense not to exceed $3,000 per annum. New Jersey expends 
more than four times that sum upon one ! And while the former is 
paid out of the hard earnings of the faithful Teachers of our State, the 
latter is paid from the State fund, as a means of securing a good invest- 
ment of her school fund. 

Dana P. Colburn, of R. I. State Normal School, answers : ** We 
rent our buildings. Value of library and apparatus, about $1,000 ; 
annual expense $4,000." 

It will be borne in mind that this school has been in operation under 
its present organization only about three years. 

D. H. Cochran, of the State Normal School of N. Y., says: "The 
cost of buildings, apparatus, etc., not far from $30,000. The annual 
appropriation is now $12,000." 

J. W. Dickinson, of the State Normal School at Westfield, Mass., 
reports: ** Value of grounds, buildings, etc., $12,000. Annual ex- 
penditure $3,200." 

Richard Edwards, of State Normal School at Salem, Mass., reports 
on the same— -$18,000, and $3,300." 

Connecticut answers : ** Cost of buildings alone $25,000." Cost of 
grounds and apparatus, etc., not given. 

The fourth question, " How many departments? how many in each? 
how many of each sex? " 

Mr. Phelps, of N. J. answers : ** The school as at present organized, 
is composed of two departments — the Normal School proper and the 
Model School. There are now in the Normal School about 100 pupils 
—two-thirds of these are females, and one-third males, with the number 
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constantly increasing. The Model School now numbers one hundred 
and seventy pupils — every seat being occupied, with a great demand 
for additional ones. In the Normal School there are four grades or 
divisions." 

Mr. Colburn, of Rhode Island, answers: ** We have but one de- 
partment, averaging from 80 to 90 students, mostly females." 

Mr. Cochran, of N. Y., answers : *' The number of pupils in attend- 
ance is 256. They are divided into four classes — sub-junior and jun- 
ior, sub-senior and senior. Of this number 81 males and 175 females." 

Mr. Dickinson, of Westfield, Mass., answers: ** One-fifth of the 
pupils are males. The school is divided into three classes, viz : Senior, 
middle and junior — about 35 in each — 105 in all." 

Mr. Edwards of Salem, Mass., answers : ** We have two courses of 
study — the short and the advanced; number in the short 85 — in the 
advanced 9 — 94 in all." 

Connecticut reports in her catalogue for 1856, four classes, viz: 
** Graduates 29, seniors 56, middle 124, juniors 179. Total, 391 for 
the year, 137 males and 254 females." 

The fifth question reads as follows : 

** How many Teachers have you employed, and at what salary?" 

N. J. answers : ** There are at present employed in all departments 
fourteen Professors and Teachers, whose salaries amount in the aggre- 
gate, at the present time, to $9,400 per annum. In the Normal School 
the salaries range from $400 to $2,000 per annum. In the Model 
School they range from $300 to $1,000 per annum." 

A noble tribute to the talent of the Teachers of New Jersey. It 
will tell, too, in every school in the State. 

R. 1. states : ** We employ four Teachers, in addition to Prof. S. S, 
Green, as special Teacher in the English language. Salaries — Princi- 
pal $1,800 ; assistants $400 and $350 each ; Prof Green $300. His 
services are needed but a small portion of the time." 

N. Y. answers : *' Eleven Teachers — salaries varying from $1,700 
and house to $500 per annum." 

Massachusetts answers, from Westfield : ** Three assistants — salaries 
$800, $400 and $300." The Principal does not name his own salary. 
From Salem, Mass. : ** Teachers, six — salaries for Principal $1,500 ; 
first and second assistants together, $800; two sub-assistants, $200 
each. Assistants all ladies." 

(To be Continued.') 
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€ommumcatton0- 



PLEASURE — WEALTH — EDUC ATION. 



Every young man is to make choice of one of these as the object of 
pursuit in the life before him. He cannot gain them all unless he be a 
prodigy. He may gain the first without difficulty, and the second if 
not an ignoramus ; if possessed of a reasonable amount of brains, the 
third is also attainable. Now the Teacher is to hold this subject up in 
its true light, before the boys of the higher grades in our Common 
Schools. They are old enough to understand it, their minds are already 
occupied with it, and, whether we assist them or not, they must soon 
make the choice. We fear a large number of them will choose wealth 
or pleasure. 

In regard to the course to be pursued to attain pleasure, or sensual 
gratification, and the happiness resulting from its possession, we need 
say but little. It is a very easy matter, in this enlightened age of the 
world, for one to become a debauchee. Make a plunge, and the thing 
is done. Th^ inevitable result is, a short life of mingled ecstacy and 
pain, rapturous excitement and deep despondency, and a death clouded 
by remorse for the past, and fearful apprehensions of the future. 

It is truly humiliating, to be compelled to place education beside 
riches, as prize against prize ; nevertheless we are compelled to do it. 
** Society," as Mrs. Merdle would say, *• is responsible." Society has 
said that a man shall be respected in proportion to the number of dol- 
lars he can count and call his own. Boys are sharp enough to discern 
this, and act accordingly. They see there is no prospect of moving 
upon the surface, and making a splurge in society, without a compe- 
tence, and they throw learning to the dogs, and rush into the busy 
whirl of trade. They prosper and get rich ; and, having by this time 
lost all taste for intellectual culture, continue to trade and accumulate, 
and die misers, or give themselves up to luxury and ease, and die pre- 
maturely, of gout. 

But this is not the worst. If they made none but themselves unhap- 
py, we should have less reason to cpmplain. Nearly all men who de- 
vote their lives to the acquisition of knowledge are poor — the sons of 
rich men being for the most part, dunces or rakes ; while a majority of 
our educated women are daughters of rich men. A young woman thus 
situated is forced, by the customs and prejudices of society, the cupiditj 
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of the father and the lofty aspirations of the mother, to marry ap estab- 
lishment, and take with it a stupid trader. Thousands of both sexes 
are thus yearly made miserable. But will wealth impart no happiness ? 
It will give you many luxuries ; it will give you a princely mansion, 
gorgeously and fashionably furnished ; a noble span of horses, and 
splendid carriage; kind and obliging friends without number; the 
choicest literature of the day — to lie on the shelf; the largest turkey 
for thanksgiving, the finest salmon, and the first basket of strawberries ; 
a warm house and comfortable clothing in winter, a cool retreat in the 
country, a voyage to Europe, or the first choice of apartments at Niag- 
ara in summer; cucumbers and lettuce in MarA, ice-cream and mint 
juleps in July ; the earliest green peas, and the latest news ; the high- 
est seat at the opera, and the lowest bow on the street ; it will place 
your name at the head of petitions and subscription papers, and on the 
list of representative men of your State ; it will make you chairman of 
caucuses and wire-pulling societies, and president of all the benevo- 
lent associations in existence — in which capacity you will be afforded 
a fine chance to show your ignorance, and make an ass of yourself. If 
you are sick, it will call around you sympathizing friends, faithful and 
efficient attendants, and an army of the most skillful physicians in the 
land. If, at the age of fifty, you should be bo extremely fortunate as 
to become a widower, it will induce some pretty girl of sixteen to make 
herself miserable by marrying you. It will give you the gout at last, 
and when you are done roaring with that, it will provide a rosewood 
coffin, a funeral sermon two hours long, and a strip of earth six feet 
long and two feet wide. This is about all that wealth can offer. If it 
be the sum of all happiness, get riches and be happy. 

In the actual work necessary to the accumulation of riches, there is 
no pleasure — all is weariness and vexation; but in the simple work of 
digging for knowledge, the scholar finds true happiness — happiness 
such as the millionaire can never experience. He feasts with ecstatic 
delight upon the mere pleasure of discovering new ideas. 

One of the most laborious students of the age, writes on this subject 
as follows : 

** Gathering honey is necessary to the enjoyment of the bee, and it 
cannot be happy until it has gathered honey ; therefore that act is essen- 
tial to its gratification. While the bee possesses instinctive tendencies 
to roam about the fields and fiowery meadows, and to exert its energies 
in labor, it is obviously beneficial to it, to be furnished with motives 
and opportunities for doing so ; and so it is with man for bis bodily and 
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meDtal powers. Gathering knowledge is to the mind of man what 
gathering honey is to the bee. Apparently with a view of effectually 
prompting the bee to seek this pleasure, honey is made essential to its 
subsistence. In like manner, and probably with a similar design, knowl- 
edge is indispensable to human enjoyment." 

God, when he created the world, and placed upon it the human spe- 
cies, wished them happiness. He has endowed us with external senses 
and internal faculties ; has adapted nature to the support of these pow- 
ers, and all the arrangements of creation are calculated to excite them 
to activity. All true happiness, then, must arise from the active exer- 
cise of those faculties^ Education alone, develops, strengthens, and 
draws out into harmonious action the various powers. In the acquisi- 
tion of wealth, all the powers of mind and body are brought to aid in 
the development of the miserly propensities ; hence we often see men 
become as mere money-getters, giants in stature, who, in all other re- 
spects, remain children to the day of their death. 

Education, we repeat, develops, alike, all the powers — corporeal, 
mental and moral — therefore in education is found all true happiness. 

CHI. 



A COURSE OF COMPOSITION. 



In the July number of the Journal, we inconsiderately promised to 
present an outline of a Course of Composition, adapted, in our judg- 
ment, to Classified or Graded Schools. With some diffidence, we now 
proceed to do so. 

It has been remarked, that there is danger of empiricism in educa- 
tion. This is too true. There is also equal danger of speculatism, if 
I may be pardoned the barbarism. All educational methods need to 
be subjected to the actual test of the school-room before their absolute 
correctness can^ be predicated. In general arrangement they may be 
correct ; in detail, very faulty. The inventor of a mower, or reaper, b 
obliged to submit his work to trial. What seemed to him an undoubt- 
ed success, often proves a comparative failure. Difficulties, hitherto 
unseen, are now detected and obviated; improvement after improve- 
ment is added, until finally his efiforts are crowned with success. So 
in education. All true methods must be the joint results of theory and 
practice. For the truth is, there are very many '* lodged spots," hid- 
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den bummocka, bogs and stones, in the educational field. The follow- 
ing is^ therefore, presented for trial : 

COURSE OF COMPOSITION. 
FIRST step: first reader scholars. 
Letter-Making, by the use of slates and black-board. Instruction 
and copies upon board ; first in print, and then in script characters. 
Short and diversified exercises. 

SECOND step: second READER SCHOLARS. 

Word-Making. — This exercise might include — 1. The copying of 
Spelling Lessons on slates. 2. The writing of the names of familiar 
objects in the school-room ; the names of the different kinds of food, of 
trees, of flowers, of birds, of insects, etc. (See ** Object Lessons," 
Gin. Schools, page 157 of Journal.) 3. The writing of the names of 
brothers and sisters, of playmates ; then the names of persons, with the 
common titles of Miss, Mr., Mrs., Esq., Dr., Rev., Hon., M. C, M. 
A., B. A., D. D., LL. D., etc. t^ Special attention should he 
given to the correct tise of capitals, and, also, the use of the period 
after abbreviated names. 4. The copying of paragraphs or verses, 
important maxims, the Ten Commandments, etc. 

THIRD step: THIRD READER SCHOLARS. 

Sentence-Making, — This exercise may include — 1. The writing of 
short sentences, expressing the use, quality, etc., of the familiar objects, 
whose names were written in the First Step. (See ** Object Lessons.'') 
2. The writing of sentences, including certain words, previously selected 
by Teacher. 3. The writing of sentences, dictated by Teacher, contain- 
ing the more common abbreviations. (Example: John Lucas died on 
the 10th iost.) 4. The writing of all requests made to the Teacher; 
also short notes to other persons, containing a single wish or request. 
5. The correcting and rewriting of sentences incorrectly written. 6. 
The writing of brief letters ; properly dating, directing, addressing, and 
subscribing them. 

FOURTH step: FOURTH READER SCHOLARS. 

Sentence- Grouping, or the arranging of sentences so as to make a 
description, or narrative. This may include — 1. The writing of let- 
lers. 1^ Great attention should thus early be given to this subject. 
2. The writing of brief narratives or anecdotes, related by the Teacher 
or some scholar. 3. The writing of brief descriptions, suggested by 
questions. (See Brookfield's First Book in Composition.) 4. The 
changing of verses of simple poetry into prose, etc. 



in 
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So far, tho chief object should be to impart the ability to produce a 
correct manuscript — to thoroughly drill the scholar in the elementarif 
principles of written language. 

FIFTH step: fifth BBADBS SCHOLABS. 

Composition Proper, or the discussion of themes , in which Inven- 
tion, Arrangement and Style largely enter. Didactic, persuasive and 
argumentative writings are included under this head. A more extend- 
ed analysis of this step is unnecessary. It is fully presented in the 
dommon works on English Composition, or Khetoric. 

The above is a mere skeleton or outline of the subject : the skillfdl 
Teacher can easily fill it out. The adoption of this, or a better Course 
of Composition, securing a complete division of labors is, in our judg- 
ment, greatly needed. Between the different grades of school, early 
instruction in this important and useful branch of education, is now 
sadly neglected. E. E. Whits. 

PorUnunUh, Aug. ISSl. 
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J{latt)emattcal iDepartment. 



PROV. W. a.. TOUNG, ATHENS, BDITOR. 



{All communications for this Department shoald be addressed to the Editor, 
Ohio Uniyersity, Athens, 0. ; and to be in time, must be mailed by the first of 
the month preceding that in which they are expected to appear.] 

SOLUTIONS OF QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN JULY, 



No. 10. What is the amount of $100 in ten years, at 6 per cent, 
^apposing the interest to be compounded eyery instant ? 

Solution bt Jas. Mc Clung. — The interest on one dollar for an 
iddstant, at .06, is .06 X ^ ; and the amount for one instant is 1 -j- * .^ ; 
and the amount of one dollar for ten years, at .06, compounded every 

instant. iB(l+-06)'--' = (°°+-06)"— . which, expanded. 

tweomes oo ' •— • -f (10<» — 1) »"— » .06 -f 
(10«> — 1) (10«> — 2) ao ■'— ».06'' + 

1.2 
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(IQop — 1) (lOoo — 2) (IQQo — 3) Qo ^O''-^ .06^ j^_, 

1.2.3 + &c. -^ 00 

aoo"-' 
All terms of the form iix^n- " m&J ^ rejected, being infinitessimal. 

The series then becomes, after redacing, 

^ + 10 + 2.102 + 2.3.103 + 2.3.."n.l0n ^® "*™ ®^ 

which is 1.8221 + ; and $100 will give $182.21 + . Ans. 

No. 11. Find under what circumstances mlgar fractions are e<ni- 
yertible into finite decimals. 

Solution bt S. Harvet. — A vulgar fraction can be converted into 
a finite decimal only, when all the prime Actors, except 2 and 5, found 
in the denominator are contained in the numerator ; for, since adding 
eiphers introduces no prime factor except 2 and 5, the complete divis- 
ion of the numerator by the denominator can only take place under the 
above condition. 

No. 12. The sides of a rectangle are to each other as 2 to ^ ; and 
the diameter of a circle, drawn to touch the middle point of one of the 
larger sides, and passing through the comers of the opposite and adja- 
cent sides, is 48 rods. Eequired the area of the rectangle. 

Solution. — Construct a rectangle, ABCD, and draw a circle tonclh 
ing E, the middle point, or longer side, A6, and passing through J) 
and C. From E draw EG, a diameter to the circle; it will pass 
through the middle point, F, of CD. Let x ^ == BO = EF, and 
2a; = AB, or a: = EB = FC. EG = 48. and FG = 48 — x /S- 
FC2 = EP X FG, or a:^ :::3 a- /^4^S—x /S) ; whence x = 12 ^. 
Ar^a of rectangle = AB X BC = 2x X « ^8 = 24 /3 X 86 = 864 
V 3 square rods. Ans. 

Acknowledgments. — All the Questions were solved by A. Schuy- 
ler, Jas. McClung, J. B. Dunn, and Joseph Tumbull ; Nos. 10 and 
11, by A. A. K. ; No. 10, by Joel E. Hendricks; Nos. 11 and 12, 
by S. Harvey, J. S. Bumham and Jas. Gt)ldrick ; No. 12, by Lewis 
McKibben and Isaiah Thomas. Several correspondents furnished t^ 
lutions for questions, published in June, which were not received in 
time for acknowledgment last month. 

It is not expected, of course, that everything ftimished for the Math- 
ematical Department will be published. We have several interesUng 
articles and problems on hand which we would like to publish, bat 
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cannot find room. Saob articles as seem to us less important than some 
others, are laid aside ; and problems very complex or extended in their 
solationSy or involving principles but little known, even by fair matlv- 
ematicians, must give way to those that will prove of more interest to 
the generality of our correspondents. Next month we shall probably 
have place for ** Orwell's" article on the ** zero power. ^' 

Some of our correspondents think No. 3, published in April, should 
be solved without the aid of Fluxions. Have already had two comma- 
nicatioDS on the subject, and should bo glad to hear from otbeis. 

QUESTIONS FOB SOLUTION. 

No. 15. There are three rectangular blocks of marble, all of the 
same shape, which is such that they may be placed together, so as to 
make a similar joint block. The largest is eight inches long. How 
long b the joint block ? A. A. K. 

No. 16. Find three series of perfect squares, any term of the first 
of which shall be the sum or difiference of the corresponding terms of 
the other two. j. s. Bdbitham. 

No. 17. Suppose the diameter of the upper base of the firustrum of 
a cone to be 20 in., that of the lower base 28 in., and the altitude 40 
in., what will be the perpendicular distance between the lower base and 
a parallel plane, dividing the solid into two equivalet frustra ? c. S. 

Contractions. — The contractions spoken of by "Bond," in the 
July number of the Journal, may be well applied to mental arithmetic 

If a = any number, we have (a + i)*'* = o^ + « + J' Ex. (7^)^ 
«49 + 7 + ^=;56. Also(a + i)2 = a2 + ia+yV»aad (a + })2 

.=^a2 + ia + ^V Ex. (9i)2=;81 + 41 + yV = 86A. and (16i)2 
= 256 -j- 4 + 3^*4 = 2603^^. Or, if we know the value of a\ we may 
find, by a simple mental operation, that of (a-|-^)^, (« + i)^or 

(«+*)*• 

, For products, we have (a + i) (^ + i) = ®^ + ~2~ "^ ^' ^'^^ 

^formula may be extended to the other cases.) Ex. 14^ X 15^ =s 210 

-f'l'^4~^ ^^^^f' ^^^^ ^^ illustrates another truth, which may 

(be proved general, viz : the product of any two consecutive numbeiB 

-f-^ added to each = the square of the greater — ^* 

If we wish to square 45, we may regard the 5 as a decimal, and 
reduce to ^ ; then square, gives 20^ ; reducing the :^ to a decimal, and 
iiemoving the separatrix, ^ves for (45^), 2025. By the same process, 
we have (75)« = 5625 ; (185)9 = 34225; (225)9 = 50625. 
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So, if any number ends in 25, if we know the square of the number 
preceding the 25, we may regard the latter as ^, and after squaring, as 
above, consider as whole numbers. Thus, (625)^ »= 6^ hundreds 
square ^ 39yV square hundreds, or 390625 units. (1325)2 = 169 + 
6^ 4* iV sc[uare hundreds = 1755625. All the difficulty is that of 
reducing the vulgar fraction to a decimal, and then reading as whole 
numbers ; and this can be done without much effort. If a number ends 
in 125, we may regard this as ^, and square as above. Take 18126 : 
(18^)2 = 328|f ; but the decimal for ^V = .015625, and that for f f 
= .5 ; and for (18125)2, we have 328515625. 

As it is easy to remember the squares of the natural numbers to 25, 
we can mentally do any thing that is here suggested ; and it requires 
but little ingenuity to apply these principles to the extraction of roots, 
in written as well as mental arithmetic. 

In determining the powers of 5, the following may be of use : ^ ae 
.5, i = .25, J = .125, yV = -0625, 3V = .03125, Jj = . 015625; 
and, generally, the significant figures of a decimal corresponding to 
unity, divided by any power of 2, are equal to 5 raised to the same 
index. 

At first, some of these rules may be thought too complex for mental 
operations; but, on experienee, they will be found just sufficiently 
difficult to afford a good stimulus. j. b. Dunn. 



• >» 



^ " Stop year crying," said an enraged father to his son, who had kept up an 
intolerable yell for the last five minutes; ** stop, I say, do yon hear ? " again re- 
peated the father, after a few minutes, the boy still crying. " Tou do n't suppoee 
I can choke off in a minute, do yon ? " chimed in the hopeftal urchin. 

~ " A rolling stone gathers no moss." A restless, unsatisfied Teacher, alwajfB 
grumbling and always moving, is a bad investment — won't pay. 

— The knowledge of man's wants, and the means of supplying them, makes 
the true learned man. 

— In whatsoever manner or degree learning may be acquired, and minds 
formed, stiU it is true, that they become useful to mankind, only in proportion 
to their observations and experience. 

— A mere enthusiam for doing good, if excited by vanity, and not accompa- 
nied by common sense, will seldom be very serviceable to ourselves or to others. 

— " It is important to distinguish between the reuxird of intellectual superiority, 
and the approbation of intellectual effort." Rewards should be for moral charac- 
ter^ a recompense for something good performed. 
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SOITG OF THE VIHETABD. 



rrom **Th« Voealirt." 

I: 



FK. SCHMBXSBt. 




m-H=^^^ 



1. Crim-8on leares are fly - ing, Birds of pas - sage cry - ing, 

2. Spite of cloods o*er - shad - ing, Spite of wood-lands fad - ing, 

11 I ^ I > J i 




y 



P 



3 



J^ 



Flap the part - ing 
Laugh -ter fills the 



^^ 



12 L-J J = 



1 

wing, 
air. 



F 



i l^M-^^^ 



^ 



f 



Clouds are soft - ly sail 
As the has • kets pil 



T- 

ing, 



LLJ^jn_^ilAAMA 



i 



c ^r ^ r ^-{^-{H^ 




Au-tumn brees -es wail • ing, 
Glns-ters full and smil • ing. 



Som-mer's re • quiem sing. 
Lads and lass • es bear. 



w 






pf 



S. WhUe the day is ending. 
And the moon ascending, 

Flute and riol sound ; 
Lads in gambols skipping, 
Maidens lightly tripping, 
Seek the sharen ground. 



4. Eyes with pleasure beaming. 
Tresses fireely streaming, 

Thn/ the moonlight glaaoe ; 
Bays of tall employment, 
Leare to sweet enjoyment, 

Xrening's sport and dance. 
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From the Knickerbooker. 

DON'T SAY ''YOU CAN'T." 



Don't say "you can't ! " there's joy in store 
For all the happy hamble ; 

And there is wo 

For all below, 
Who choose to fret and gmmble. 

Each has a daty to perform, 
To "fulfill an order;" 
Do what you can, 
To be a man, 
And Heaven be your rewarder. 

Don't say *' you can't ! " but strive to think 
That old Webster never meant it, 

Or if he did, 

His conscience bid 
Him long ago repent it 

Man is a Reaper, sent to bind 
The harvest golden -spangled ; 

And mean the sloth, 

Who quits his swath 
Because the grain is tangled. 

Don't say ^ you can't !'* we're sent to toil. 
Where spades and sickles glitter ; 

Then, brother, hoe 

Your honest row, 
Amid the sweet and bitter. 

Don't say " you can't ! " let us while here 
Lean one upon the other ; 
Descend the hill 
With right good will, 
To aid a fallen brother. 

The clock on yonder mantle-piece 
Is a picture human ; 
The brass^ in part, 
Shows man his heart, 
In part the beU is woman I 

The faithful hands move round and round, 
They count the swift hours golden; 
Each tiny wheel, 
That turns with zeal, 
Shows each to each beholden. 

Then, brother, heed the simple text, 
And be a better neighbor ; 

Don't say " you can't ! " 

But, like the ant, 
Load ap, and strive, and labor. 
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(^Mtorial JDtpartment. 



— Welcome, Teachers and Pnpils, again, to the communion and fellowship of 
kindred minds, in the mutual labors and pleasures of teaching and being 
taught ! Schools have again commenced, and here and now, we should all keep 
in view their design. Education is but a means for achieving an end ; and that is, 
the moral and intellectual perfection of man. 

Parents should commence the education of children at home — before they go 
to school. The first lessons should be as to morals — a strict adherence to truth 
— an exact honesty, — they should be accustomed to prompt and implicit obedi- 
ence, and to look at their conduct as God regards it. 

The lessons as to their intellectual education at this early age, should be— 
Encourage the child to observe and study things, and foster in him a taste for 
reading. Primary Teachers — those engaged in elementary instruction, who 
receive the pupil, and make upon him or her the first, and perhaps lasting im- 
pression—must not be discouraged because their work does not show well. 
Quintillian, the Roman teacher, said long ago, what yet may be truthfully said, 
" The roofs of buildings are seen by every one, while the foundations escape 
notice. Things are not to be despised as little, without which great ones cannot 
be produced." It is not the quantity at first, but the quality of their instruction, 
and the correctness with which it is impressed upon the mind, that eventually 
benefits the pupil. 

If a Teacher be desirous that a pupil acquire an early habit of correctness in 
every thing he is afterwards to learn, it must take its rise and date from the 
hour he begins to learn the rudiments of any particular branch of study ; for, 
the good or bad habits acquired in the first stage of his progress, will, most as- 
suredly, be carried on with him into the other stages, and conveyed from one 
branch to another, with an almost unchangeable and unalterable effect. Strive, 
therefore, ye who have the beginners in school, to have them so trained that 
they not only learn their lessons correctly, but learn the important lesson of 
acquiring a habit of correctness— to be proficient as they go. Rivet this, then, 
into the hearts and minds of all — " Do every thing with attention." 

We are told that it is not what we earn, but what we save, that makes ns rich. 
It is not what we eat, but what we digest, that makes us fat. It is not what we 
read, but what we remember, that makes us learn. These are simple state- 
ments, yet Teachers who have but small salaries should consider them. 

Teachers can make themselves what they want to be. Many of them, who 
had position and opportunity in schools last year, have lost caste and their pla- 
ces by inefficiency; while humble aspirants, in many cases, by meritorious con- 
duct and earnest discharge of duty, have taken their places. 

School Trustees and Directors are sometimes capricious — are mistaken in 
judgment, but, in the main, the safety of the Teacher lies In himself; worth will 
win. Make-believe Teachers, those of more show than substance, must give 
way; while earnest, clear- headed and warm-hearted men and women must take t^ 
rank. 

In Ohio, there is encouragement for the very best Teachers; they are appre- 
ciated, and will be rated and paid accordingly. The West has a great work to 
do; — her forests have to be felled — her prairies ploughed and planted — ^her 
streams navigated— her workshops filled with edacated mechanics. Railroads 

# 
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are overcoming all barriers, separating her from the East, and all important 
lines to the Pacific must cross our State ; our hills and valleys are to be dotted 
with the homes of a thriving, laboring population. Good Teachers, the very- 
best, are demanded and required to teach western boys and girls how to develop 
their native powers, and thus enable them to fill creditably the places they soon 
must fill. We want economical Teachers, who can save as well as earn ; who 
have digested the meat and bread of learning; ivho have, practically, their 
learning at their tongue's tip and finger ends. Hopeful, faith-inspiring Teach- 
ers, true missionary zeal glowing in their hearts, are wanting on all the square 
acres of the fast-growing, and soon to be power-controlling. West. 

Township School Boards should constantly keep in view their continuous re- 
lations towards the School-house, the Teacher, and the Pupils. If they provide 
but a half-and-half house, and a half-and-half Teacher, they may expect to have 
but a fourth-rate school. They should exercise a positive and earnest care as 
to the facilities and comforts of the building and furniture — as to the character 
and capacity of Teachers employed; procuring the best possible, exacting 
much, and paying them well. They should personally visit the schools, encour- 
age the instructors and pupils, and give them a spirited impulse on opening. 

Trustees should devote their attention, in locating schools, to regard the cen- 
tral ness, the size, the healthfulness, the retirement, and the convenience of the 
site. School-houses, it has been well said, should be placed where, by mere 
position, they may have a full and constant supply of clear light, pure air, and 
every natural element of cheerfulness. 

Decency and delicacy require that there should be separate out-houses for 
boys and girls at school ; they should be retired, convenient, and constantly 
kept clean. 

Rooms, in winter, should be heated so as not to have one portion of the chil- 
dren overheated, and the other uncomfortably cold. Two thermometers should 
be hung in the room, and they will soon indicate any disparity, occasioning the 
uncomplaining discomfort of the little, patient ones. Heat should be equally 
diffused, and uniformly so, during hours of school ; and pure air, by proper ven- 
tilation, should be regularly supplying the place of escaping heated air. 

If children eat moderately, of wholesome food — have fresh air within doors, 
and reasonable and regular exercise without doors, with proper mental training, 
they will have sound minds in sound bodies. 

School Examiners should be just the men for the place. Probate Judges, in 
selecting them, should emphatically consider that, in this, they are not acting 
for the dead^ but for the living. Examiners should be up to the progress of the 
age. Certificates should not be granted as a matter of course. American youth 
should not be trifled with, by being committed to sham or shallow instructors. 
Are we not going to advance, as a literary people ? Is the standard of require- 
ment and acquirement to be merely nominal, and not to be constantly elevated ? 
Some Boards of Examiners drag along and hurry through their duties as taskSj 
and bring to their discbarge no more serious consideration of their importance, 
than if they were choosing herdsmen for cattle. 

Teachers, then, we say, in renewing your labors, we, and all good people, 
expect of you to extend to your pupils '' the kind hand of an assiduous care," 
that while moulding the mind, you will get at, and impress, their conscience. 
Be careful to make good impressions on the first day. The future welfare of a 
pupil may be inseparably associated with his new position and surroundings. 

— Some men prize women as many women prize books, not for their tme^ 
essential worth, but for the beauty of their appearance and adornment. 
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— On visiting the office of the Ohio Board of Agriculture, in the State Capitol, 
recently, we were shown by the Cor. Secretary, Mr. Klippart, several portfolios- 
each a Herbarium— of grasses and flowering plants, in the neatest and com- 
pletest good order, gathered by school children near the Alps, classified and neatly 
attached, by pasted slips of paper on to white sheets placed in book form, 
cheaply covered. 

Why might not Teachers of every school in Ohio, arrange to receive from 
their pupils, daily, specimens of plants, flowers, insects, minerals, fossils, etc, 
and systematize their collection and preservation, so as to secure samples of a 
portion of the Natural History of each locality of the State? What more de- 
sirable habit to implant in youth than the habit of observing and studying 
nature— of preserving what they see— a pursuit calculated to develop their nat- 
ural relish and eminent fitness for Natural Science ? Why might not each school 
have its Herbarium, its Cabinets, and its Exchanges, and Teachers make expla- 
nations and instruct pupils in minor details 1 Museums might be accumulated 
In each district, and samples, from surplus, sent to fill a case in the Museum 
Room of the Agricultural Board, in the State Capitol. Which School District 
will be the Pioneer in this move ? The Editor suggested, at one of the meetings 
of the State Teachers' Association, the propriety of Teachers encouraging pupils 
to observe, and report daily, the phenomena of the weather, the temperature, 
etc. It is highly important that in youth the habit of observation is commenced, 
for, as a habit, it will determine the future usefulness of the man or woman. 

— Those who read discussions in the Legislature, petitions to the General As- 
sembly of the State, and editorials of certain newspapers, have become acquaint- 
ed with a class of carpers, of diflferent grades of ability and mischief, who are spe- 
cially censorious on the school system — on an esprit de corps of Teachers— on 
Libraries, and education of the school room. They seek to tear down, but not 
build up; they suggest doubts, originate suspicion, cloud the sunny prospect 
of our landscape, but never so much as have practical plans of their own. 
They assail, they complain ; they, with ability often, satirize valiant educational 
men — pioneers, who do rare work at great disadvantage — the Manns and Rickoffs 
of the profession ; they theorize, dispute, and demonstrate with plausible airs, 
the defects and deficiencies in present schemes of education, bronght to the de- 
ration they have attained by self-sacrificing, practical men. 

One of much influence, deprecatingly or disparagingly asks, " Who is able to 
decide whether the balance of benefit is in favor of education, or against it?— 
who can affirm that men, alleged to have become eminently good or great by 
the schooling they have received, have not obtained their eminence in spite of 
their schooling, rather than through its assistance?" These men, and such 
like, no doubt in the wise arrangement of Providence, are instruments of good, 
to keep in check exuberant energies, and ill-directed but well-meant effort. 

The agitation of these subjects, the ground and ocean-swell of popular com- 
plaint, merits, and should receive, the attention of educational men. We should 
study to mind our ways, from the hints given by our critics. Teachers, as 
Editors, have much to learn ; Teachers and Editors who complain much but 
perfect little, should let the lamps that guide their feet in future, be the lamps 
of experience. 

Turn in with the professional Teachers of the State, Messrs. Censors of the 
Press ; we like your boldness, but not your bitterness, and, together, good work 
in concert may be done for the physical, social and mental culture of the youth 
of Ohio. 
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TRIFLES. 

A correspondent tmthftilly savs:— '* Each event, act, thought, in the life of 
man, has a eanse, relations, consequences. If any event, act or thought, then, 
is of small moment, in the great chain of which it forms a part— is, in common 
parlance, a trifle^ who shall pronounce which can rightly thus be called ? How 
often has every man experienced that that, which, as it passed, was esteemed 
trivial, in after years, was discernible as a turning-point, a very crisis, in his life. 
Can the Teacher say that any habit, word, or glance of his, is a trifle 1 His 
habits of thought, action, and expression, teach, unconsciously it may be, but 
none the less surely and efflcientljr: They will be reproduced in future years, 
and will guide when his precepts shall be forgotten. What noble impulses, what 
generous enthusiasm, what rigid resolution, may be spoken into life by his 
words ! His glance may quicken, or may strangle bright, high hopes, persever- 
ing exertion, the elements of exalted character. 

And in each little act of a little child, forming its character, learning its re- 
sponsibilities, becoming aware of its powers, is aught trivial ? A propensity 
unchecked, a habit allowed to form, a word unheeded and unforbidden, may be 
the source of lasting sorrow to his Teacher, and shame to him. No, fellow- 
Teachers, in our work, both with reference to ourselves and our pupils, there art 
no trifles' O." 



— We are requested to state that Mr /John H. Rolf has changed his residence 
from Cincinnati to Chicago, in order to be more centrally located in his field of 
operations. Any person wishing to procure Pelton's Outline Maps and Keys, 
Lippincott's Pronouncing Geography of the World, Holbrook's School Appara- 
tus, etc., etc , will address him at the latter place. 

Mr. Rolf will continue, for a while longer, the offer of a valuable premium to 
any one who will secure him the sale of a set of the Maps, and Teachers and 
school officers will do well to secure them while they can do so on such favorable 
terms. 

— Mr. Reemelin, the active Commissioner of the Reform School, favors the 
adoption of a rule in its government, by which pupils may receive rewards, in 
the shape of choice books, for meritorious conduct and special personal efforts, 
in labor and study — the principle urged being, that if Teachers are worthy of 
being paid for teaching, pupils who teach themselves should have a portion, 
also, of the tuition fund. 

— The Second Annual Catalogue and Circular of the McNeely Normal School 
of Ohio, Hopedale, Harrison county, has been printed. It contains, at its dose, 
a spirited appeal, from the pen of Dr. Lord, Secretary of the Board, to subscri- 
bers to the Endowment Fund, to pay up their installments promptly, and urging 
those who have not subscribed to contribute liberally, in order that the title to 
the property may be secured. 

— That our Advertising Department may be conducted with more vigor, and 
that its receipts may be increased, the Editor and Executive Committee have 
arranged with the Printers of the Ohio Journal of Education, Messrs. FoUett, 
Foster & Co., Columbus, to manage the same, and to contract at the rates on 
second page of cover. Booksellers and others wishing to have their cards in* 
serted, and publications advertised in this Journal, will please communicate with 
Messrs. Follett, Foster & Co. 
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— All the valuable geological drawings belonging to the late Dr. Mantell, the 
distinguished English geologist, have just been presented to Yale College, by 
Ills son. 

— Some mothers pay so little personal attention to the cleanliness of their 
children, that the following pointed paragraph applies pungently to them : 

"Do you think you are fit to die ? " asked a mother of her neglected child. 
" I don't know," said the little girl, taking hold of her dirty dress with her 
dirty fingers and inspecting it; " I guess so, if I ain*t too dirty I " 

— There is no happiness in idleness. Carlyle truthfully says:— '* There is a 
perennial nobleness, and even sacredness in work. Were he never so benighted, 
forgetful of his high calling, there is always hope in a man that actually and 
earnestly works ; in idleness alone there is perpetual despair,^' 

— Active organization of County Teachers' Associations throughout the State, 
and Township Teacher's Associations, auxiliary thereto, have been recommend- 
ed by the State Teachers' Association ; and the. duty of organization has been 
devolved upon the Vice Presidents of the State Association. Take notice, and 
let it, accordingly, be so done. 

— Subscribers who announce a change of their post-office address, should in- 
form us to which P. O. and county the Journal has been sent, as well as those 
to which they wish it directed. 

— As new Teachers commence service in many schools, let it be the early duty 
of some friend of the Journal to procure their subscription to the Journal of 
Education. 

— Township Boards, not having funds on hand to remit for Journal, can 
arrange with county auditor to include the cost of copies for each member of 
the board of examiners, township clerk, and clerk of each sub-district, in their 
annual estimate of money to be raised, in accordance with the first clause of the 
22d section of the School Law, as recommended by the State Commissioner- 
each keeping their copies on file in their respective offices — and remit the 
amount to the Editor when collected, in February next. 

In ordering copies, the back numbers from January last, as they are already 
on hand, will be sent to subscribers, unless jthey order from July. 

— Any information touching the Common School Libraries throughout the 
State, or any popular action taken with regard thereto, will be thankfully re- 
ceived by Mr. W. T. Coggeshall, Columbus, of the Committee whose address on 
that subject, in this number, is worthy of immediate attention; or by John D. 
Caldwell, Editor of this Journal. 

• 

— The honorary degree of Master of Arts, has been conferred on John Han- 
cock and F. A. Hurtt, of Cincinnati — on the former, by Miami University, at 
Oxford ; on the latter, by Ohio University, at Athens. 

— Those who, through love of money and fear of expense, employ for teachers 
men or women that are of no worth, thereby purchase ignorance at a cheap 
rate, says Picket; and so we say all. It was a fine reply which Aristippus gave 
to a father of this cast, when he was asked what he would take to teach his 
child ? A thousand drachmas, said Aristippus. The father exclaimed, I cam 
buy a slave for that sum ! Do so, said the philosopher, and you shall, instead of 
one, purchase two slaves for thy money; him that you buy for one, and thy i>onfor 
another. 
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS. 



A. S. Barnes & Co. New York : 1857. 

Pronouncing SpeUer^ National Series. The principle of primary instruction 
illustrated in this text book is, that the most saccessfal mode of learning spell- 
ing is by the eye; that the definitions and use of words, as well as their orthog^ 
raphy, are soonest acquired by frequently writing exercises on the slate OE 
blackboard, from dictation; and that orthoepy and orthography should be 
simnltaneously taught. It is suited, however, for oral and dictation exercises, 
or either. It will prove to be a valuable text-book in communicating to chil- 
dren a thorough understanding, of not only spelling and pronunciation of 
words, but of their construction. 

— Teachers are interested to know what text-book of Geometrical Drawing is 
published, suitable for the use of schools. Minifie^s Abridgement^ published aft 
Baltimore, seems to be a cheap and well-arranged work, and eminently fitted 
to give practical instruction to youth. 

Harper & Bros. New York : 1857. 

Child's Book of Nature. This work is a good home-book and school book, 
guiding youth to the relish for, and observation of, natural objects— Treatise on 
Plants, Animals, Air, Water, Heat, Light, etc. Teachers, use such works more 
in your schools. Parents, provide such hand-books for your children. 

Samuel S. and Willtam Wood. New York : 1857. 

. Grammar of English Grammars. By Goold Brown. A noble work of 1070 
pages. This brave-hearted author, ^' who endeavored to be accurate and aspired 
to be useful," has afforded to Teachers a reservoir of resource for them, whence 
to water and make glad the thirsty fields where plod so many engaged in gram- 
matical culture. 

The Teacher must be taught from the purest sources — must drink from the 
pare wells of English, nndefiled. But there is something to do, as well as to 
learn ; by the formulas and directions in this work, he is very carefully shown 
how to proceed. The true way is shown, to be entered upon j the wrong way is 
pointed out, to be shunned. The details are so minute, the aggregate so vast, it 
would seem, that in this work, the ultima thule of a Grammar Encyclopedia had 
been reached. One, at least, of these standard works should be had, by associa^ 
ted effort, in each Sceool District of our State, as a book to be consulted. 

The American Educational Year Book, for 1858. The materials for this work 
are yet to be collected together. Ohio is a field of importance, and can furnish 
an important portion of the work, if our educational men will cordially enter 
into the spirit of the enterprise. James Robinson & Co., Boston, have made an 
experiment, in the publication of a pioneer volume for 1857. The information 
sought is in reference, 1st, to Colleges ; 2d, State Associations; 3d, City Schools, 
and important High and Union Schools ; 4th, Normal Schools ; 5th, Private 
Schools and Academies; 6th, Teachers' Institutes and County and City Teach- 
ers' Associations ; 7th, Miscellaneous items of educational interest. 

The Editor of your own Journal has, by the partiality of the publishers, been 
selected as one of the twelve editors, on whom will devolve the duty of collecting 
and arranging the facts for this annual National Exhibit of educational progress. 
Saggestions, detailed information, is respectfaUy songht from our friends, 
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thronghout the State. Address the undersigned, at an early daj, either to 
Colnmbas or Cincinnati. John D. Caldwell. 

Those in the West who desire to become snbscribers, can secure their copies 
at the next Ohio State Teachers' Association, if the work is then ready for 
delivery. 

H. CowPBRTHWAiT & Co. Philadelphia : 1857. 

The Common School Geography : By H D. Warren. In or out of school, it 
feems to us, this Geography and Atlas will be voted a valuable work, for its 
general arrangement and peculiar advantages. 



The Semi- Annual Meeting of the Ohio Phonetic Association will be 
held at Yellow Springs, the seat of Antioch College, on the llrh and 12th inst 
W. T. Coggeshall, State Librarian, will deliver an address on the *' Need and 
Availability of the Phonetic Reform." Mr. Benn Pitman will also address the 
meeting : subject not named. 

Rev. J. P. Stuart, of Urban a, and J. D. Cox, Esq., of Warren, have also beeo 
invited to address the meeting, and we hope they will accept the invitation. 

A Report, on " The Pecuniary Saving to the State by Phonetic Teaching," will 
be read by L. A. Hine or Wm. H. Smith; and a paper upon the "Progess of the 
Reform within the last few years," by R. P. Prosser. 

Hon. Horace Mann will be present and participate in the exercises, though he 
has declined an invitation to deliver an address. 

Educational Associations, in this and other States, are invited to send dele- 
gates. Chas. S. Rotgb, Ch'n Ex. Committee. 

September, 1857. 



SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

Coanty Auditors and Boards of Education should bear in mind that a new regolation was 
passed, on April 8, 1856, requiring school statistics earlier than the first day of January, by 
which time it is now designed to have it printed and laid before the Legislature. The prorif- 
ion now in force is as follows : 

*' The school year shall begin on the first day of September, annually, and close on the last 
day of the following August ; and all school o£9ctrs acting as such, who are, or may be re- 
quired to make annual reports to the county auditor, shall make out and transmit them t« 
the county auditor, on or before the first day of October, following the elose of the year." 

The items of School Statistics to be reported are as follows : 

1. Number of Schools. — Although the school of a sub-district may consist of two or moit 
grades, in charge of different teachers, and the school year divided into two or more terms, 
yet it should be reported as one schooL 

2. Number of Youth enrolled, — ^In reporting the number of youth enrolled, no pnpil should 
be counted more than onee^ although he may have been enrolled, during the year, as many 
times as there are quarters or terms in the school year. A check on the register in schools, 
of names of scholars attending at more than one session per year, and those thus cheeked 
emitted in the account of the enrollment, will give the whole number of different pupils in- 
•tructed in the school year. 

t. Number of SehoUurt in avenMgt daUjf attendanee durwg ths yfor.— This nomlwr is 
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tained bj adding together the number of scholarfl present on each day of the week or month, 
and dividing the sum bj the number of days the school was in session during the week or 
month. In like manner the average for a term or year is to be found. 

4. Average length of time the Schools have been kept in session during the year. — Add together 
the number of months and days during which each school in the township is kept in sessien, 
and divide the sum by the whole number of schools. 

5. Average wages of TeatKers per month during the school year. — Add together the monthly 
■alary of each male teacher employed in the schools of the township, during the year, an4 
divide the sum by the whole number of male teachers. 

6. LoecU Directors. — The clerk of each board of local directors should promptly furnish, in 
the early part of September, the township clerk with all the statistics called for by section 19, 
of the School Law. Many of these statistics must be obtained from the teacker, who should 
be required to famish them in tabular form, before receiving his certificate for the amount 
due for services. 

7. Text Books. — Under this head, it is not to include every text-book that may chance to 
be in the hands of a scholar, but only those adopted by the board of education, and in general 
vae in the school. 

8. Blank Reports. — By calling on their respective county auditors, boards of education can 
obtain printed blanks for making their annual reports 

9. Special and separcUe School Districts. — County auditors can, by a suitable check-mark 
prefixed, indicate the cities, towns and incorporated villages which compose special or separate 
school districts. 



(fbttcational Sterna. 



— The Union Edncational Association of the connties of Ross, Highland and 
Fayette, held a Normal Institute at Greenfield for two weeks, commencing on 
the 17th ult. We learn that fifty-two paying members were in attendance. 
Horace Mann delivered an address on ** Teachers' Motives." 

— The Normal Schools at Urbana, daring last month, was highly snccessfal. 
It has never been excelled in the State, perhaps, for numbers in attendance ; the 
spirit and interest were those of the pioneer'days. Profs. A. C. Deuel, F. M. 
Dimmick, Robt. Eidd, the Elocntionist, and assistants Jas. H. Marlay and S. H. 
Wallace, had charge. 

— The Preble County Institute, at Eaton, was well attended. A correspondent 
thas speaks of its success : 

*< Aug. 2. The Institute at Eaton opened on Monday, July 17, with less than 30 in attendanee. 
We have been in session two weeks, and now we have 45 enrolled. This is the seventh annual 
session, I think ; and it is the third one of four weeks. Reading, English Grammar, Geogra- 
phy, Arithmetic, mental and written, Elementary sounds, and Phonography — Algebra also— 
are taught to classes, as in schools ; the members reciting after having made preparations. 
Physiology and Didactics are taught by lecture. In addition to this, we have popular lectures 
in the evening. ^ * The lateness of the harvest is making a difference in the attendance. 

" A feature somewhat peculiar to;this Institute is, that we have the ordinary rules of schooL 
In this respect, Institutes are too loose. The one at Lebanon is an exception to the last re- 
mark. The Association in this county keeps up quarterly meetings ; and at times they ba^ 
had an agent in the field, whose duty it was to go from school district to school district, vis- 
iting and lecturing. There is still much work to be done here; but much has been dons 
already. The prices paid for Teachers will show something how the mercury stands. I am 
told that the average price paid in the rural districts Is $1.76 per day. I asked one of the 
lady members of the Institute, whom I thought to be as good a Teacher as we hare present, 
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what she reeeiyes ; and she informed me that she receives, firom a moderate sixed district, 12 
a day, and is boarded for $1.60 a week. It is of course none too mnch ; but districts that 
complain at pajing $2.00 a <reek, ought to send their school directors to Preble county, at 
least, on a visit. 

"I recently paid a visit to Richmond, Wayne CJo., la. The < unconstitutional law' has 
closed the public schools of that place for the present. Mr. Hurty talks of commencing a 
private school, after the meeting of the State Association. I learn that Wayne county has 
held her meetings monthly for three years. During the last year the monthly attendance 
has been from 50 to 70. This state of things could not exist without a healthy educational 
spirit. I a-ked, ' How do yon manage to keep up such a spirit ?' The reply was, that for the 
first two years they had lectures, essays, and miscellaneous business. These had their good 
effects — they were needed to prepare the way for the next step that was taken. At the com- 
mencement of the third year, they resolved to have instruction given monthly in the branchei 
usually taught in the County Institutes. A superintendent was chosen, and instructors ap- 
pointed for the year. They hold their meetings in different parts of the county ; but no 
matter where they go, the instruction is given at each meeting, leaving a short time for busi- 
ness. In order to make it work fairly for all, the superintendent published a new programme 
with the call for each meeting, in which he changed the time of the instructors ; so that, if 
one hour of the day is more favorable than another for securing to a Teacher a good attend- 
ance upon his lecture, (as it undoubtedly Is, ) each Teacher can have a fair opportunity. This 
programme was lived up to with R. R. exactness. You will have noticed that each instructor 
has his hubject for the entire year. The result is that the work could be laid out for twelve 
lecture- ; and now they have received besides the other a d vantages of monthly meetings, a 

urse of instruction equal to an Institute of two weeks. 

*' Aug. 16. On Friday, we closed our Institute at Eaton. The following were instructors : 
J. S. Morris, Eaton, Intellectual and Practical Arithmetic and Algebra ; Samuel Ridenour, In- 
tellectual and Practical Arithmetic and Oeogtaphy ; Mr. Welier, Algebra and Physiology ; 

Mr. James Werts, Orthography ; and Chas. S. Royce, Elementary Sounds, Elocution, Phonog- 
raphy, and Theory and Practice of Teaching. 

'* The evening lectuies were J. Hurty, Richmond Ind., Prof. Taylor, Cincinnati, D. Vaughn, 
Cincinnati, Prof Elliott, Oxford, and Chas. S. Royce. Mr. Taughn, remained with us a week. 
There were about fifty in attendance. The interest increased from the first to the very last 
of the session. We closed with a Pic-Nic. We listened, in the woods, to some remarks from 
an old Teacher, who has resided in Preble county half a century." 

— The Montgomery countv Institnte at Dayton, w^ largely attended. 

•— The Institutes at Boscoe and Newcomerstown, we learn, were well attended. 
. — No word from the Guernsey county Institute at Washington. 

— We were pleased with our visit to the Normal Institute of Bro. Holbrook, at 
Iiebanon. Attendance large— interest lively. Dr. Shepardson delivered an ahle 
public address on the personal influence of the Teacher. 

— Mr. John Hancock of Cincinnati, addressed the Institutes at Lebanon, Day- 
ton and Eaton. 

— The Union School House in Clyde, Sandusky county, is nearly completed; 
and the graded system of schools is about to be established. The first term of 
school commences on the first Monday in September. The Teachers for the four 
departments are as follows, viz : Wm. M. Russell, of Clyde, Superintendent and 
Teacher of the High School; Elizabeth Persing, Teacher of the Grammar School; 
Charity Thornton, Teacher of the Secondary, and Louisa Metcalf, of the Prima- 
ry School. 

Received.— "The Normal "—Methods of Teaching; a monthly, by A. Hol- 
brook, Lebanon. Catalogue of O. University, Athens, of Muskingum College, 
New Concord, O., of Damascus Scientific Academy, Mahoning county. 
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REPORT ON NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



MADE BT MR. J. OODEN, TO THE STATE TEACHBRS' ASSOCIATION. 



( CONTINUBD. ) 

Sixth question. ** What is the coarse of instruction? what the terms 
of admission ? " 

New Jersey answers by a printed list, much the same as we find in 
the best Normal Schools in the country. It is but justice to state, 
however, of this school, that special attention is given to theory and 
practice, for which they have every convenience by way of apparatus, 
Model School, etc. 

Rhode Island answers much the same. 

New York refers to report ; but as this is lengthy, and eliciting noth- 
ing new, it is omitted. The same from Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

Seventh question. ** Are beneficiary students sent from different 
parts of the State ? if so, how selected ? " 

New Jersey answers by reference to Cir. No. 4. 

Rhode Island answers : ** None sent." 

New York answers : ** All received on same terms." 

Westfield, Mass., answers : ** None sent." 

Salem, Mass., answers: ** We have beneficiaries, but they are de- 
termined by the Principal, according to circumstances, without reference 
to residence." 

Eighth question. "What number of students has been taught?— 
what number graduated ? " 

New Jersey reports as follows : ** The whole number taught, for a 
longer or shorter period, to present time, is about 115. None have 
graduated. None will graduate until the end of the fifth term, or two 
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and a half years from the opening of the school. The question of 
graduation to be determined by a rigorous examination of the student, 
covering the entire course of training, both general and special, to 
which he has been subjected.'* 

It will be remembered that this institution has been in operation bat 
little over a year and a half. The Normal Schools in Ohio have been 
in operation about the same time ; and it would be safe to say that, 
during that time, 800 teachers and pupils have sought the advantages 
of these schools. 

Rhode Island answers : ** 308 have entered for the regular course. 
Not far from 160 have graduated. '* This school has been in progress 
but little over two years. 

New York answers : ** 2,687 have been taught up to September, 
1856; 932 graduated. All the counties in the State except three 
have been represented in the school during the last year. Thirtj-foar 
counties have been represented by the graduating class." What an 
army of trained laborers, thus sent out in the space of thirteen years, 
to battle against the host of ignorance ! And this uumber is jearlj 
increasing. 

Massachusetts answers from Westfield : ** Nearly 100 ! Awarding 
diplomas is a late arrangement." This school has been in operation 
nearly eighteen years, thus giving an average of a little more than 55 
per annum. From Sdem, she writes: ** Admitted 243, graduated 
85." School in progress little over three years. 

Ninth question. ** Do your graduates receive degrees? if so, what 
is the title?" 

New Jersey writes : ** It is the intention of the officers of the insti- 
tution to confer degrees upon its graduates. The title has not yet been 
determined. There will probably be two grades of degrees, at least." 

It seems quite desirable, we think, that some appropriate title be 
conferred upon those who complete a course of study and training in 
the Normal School. Medical Colleges, and Law Schools and Theolo- 
gical Seminaries, all have their respective titles and degrees. We see 
no good reason why the Teacher's profession should not be designated 
by some appropriate title. 

In the Rhode Island State Normal School ** the graduates do not 
receive a degree." New York answers the same. Massachusetts an- 
swers from Westfield, that ** they receive a diploma signifying that they 
have finished the course prescribed, and recommending them as teach- 
ers." From Salem : *' They receive a diploma, but there is no title.'' 
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Tenth question. "What proportion of the pupils become teachers? 
Do they uniformly make better teachers than those not receiving Nor- 
mal School training ? " 

Answer from New Jersey State Normal School : ** All sign a decla- 
ration of intention to teach, on admission to the institution. They also 
aign an agreement to report themselves to the Principal of the Normal 
School semi-annually, stating their location, occupation, success as 
teachers, etc., etc. All who have left the school, have thus far fulfilled 
their pledges with one exception — this exception being the case of a 
Btudent who was expelled. Their success has been marked. There is 
no hope that a// who enjoy Normal School instruction will be successful; 
but it is confidently claimed that all such will be far better teachers 
with than without such training. Many who graduate in schools of 
Medicine, Law and Divinity, make neither cures, clients, nor conver- 
sions. Normal Schools are human institutions, and subject to the 
same conditions as others. When Normal Schools shall reach that 
perfection to which they may reasonably aspire, in the course of years, 
there will be comparatively few of their graduates that will, under 
ordinary circumstances, fail.'* 

Rhode Island answers, on the same subject, that ** as many as three- 
fourths, perhaps more, become teachers. Their success has been in a 
high degree gratifying. Failures Bx^few in number/' 

New York answers, that ** the greater part become teachers." Bat 
she fails to tell us whether they make better teachers or not. 

But Massachusetts, from Westfield, answers: "Nearly all become 
teachers — at least nine-tenths ; and, other things being equal, they do 
ma^c better teachers." Mr. Edwards answers, from Salem, *' nearly 
all become teachers," but that he is not in the habit of answering the 
second part of the question ; but his opinion is, ** they do^ 

Eleventh question. ** Have you a Model School? What is its grade 
and character ? How organized ? " 

To this. New Jersey answers : ** We have a Model School. At 
present there are four grades, each occupying a distinct department. 
There is a permanent superintendent over the whole. There is also a 
permanent female assistant in each department. Pupil-teachers are sent 
successively through these departments, spending from one to two weeks 
in each, for each term of their connection with the Normal School, 
except the first. Thus, a pupil spending five terms at the Normal 
School, would secure from four to eight weeks of observation and prac- 
tice in the Model School. While in this department, bis recitations in 
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the Normal School are entirely suspended, and he is required to devote 
his entire attention to the study and practice of his future calling. 
Allow me, as a member of this committee, to add, that we believe this 
appendage an indispensable one to a well organized Normal School. It 
should not only be a model exhibition, all the grades of schools common 
to one system, but should be so furnished and conducted as to exhibit 
at once the most approved modes of giving instruction. The student- 
teacher can thus pass from grade to grade; acquiring, in a few weeks, 
a better knowledge of the true methods of teaching and conducting 
schools, than years of experience not given him under ordinary circum- 
stances." 

The State Normal School of Rhode Island hag no Model School. 

New York has one composed of more than 100 pupils, the teachiog 
of which is conducted entirely by the members of the graduating class. 
The tuition fee in this department of the Normal School is $25 per 
annum. 

Westfield, Mass., has none. Salem has none; but to make up for 
the deficiency, the pupils practice in a class of the Normal School. 

Twelfth question. **What length of time do your pupil- teachers 
spend in the Model School ? What part do they take in giving in- 
struction? " 

To this last, New Jersey answers : ** Each pupil-teacher is required 
daily to teach classes in the Model School, subject to the supervision 
and criticism of the permanent Assistant and of the Superintendent, as 
well as of the Principal of the Normal School. As he progresses, be 
is left more and more to himself, but is daily drilled in the principles 
and methods of teaching by the Superintendent, at special meetings for 
the purpose, in the afternoon. 

*' We place greater stress upon the observation and study of the 
Model School, as a model, than upon the * responsibility' which a pupil 
is supposed to assume while in this department. The Normal School 
system of New Jersey comprises also a Preparatory Normal School, in 
which the adaptation of the pupil for his proposed calling will be sub- 
jected to a preliminary test, before he enters the Normal School proper. 
This machinery is not yet fully brought to bear upon tho professional 
education of teachers, but soon will be. We thus hope to exclude 
from the Normal School such as, after a full trial, are found to be, by 
nature, unadapted for the work. (For further particulars under this 
head, I beg to refer you to documents herewith forwarded.)" 

New York answers, that '* the pupils in the Normal School take the 
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entire charge of the classes in the Model School, for about three weeks, 
under the supervision of the Superintendent/' 

We remark, in this connection, that the Connecticut State Normal 
School has a Model School of a very excellent character, perhaps equal- 
ing, if not excelling, any in the country. Having witnessed it in 
operation once, we are prepared to speak of it in the highest terms. It 
does not differ materially in its organization, however, from the ones 
just described. 

Thirteenth question. '* Do the Normal pupils hear any classes in 
the Normal School ? At what compensation, if any ? '' 

To this Mr. Phelps, of New Jersey, answers: ** Pupils are called 
out daily, almost hourly, in the various classes, to conduct recitations. 
They receive no compensation therefor, except the experience thus ac- 
quired. Our recitations are all so conducted as to develop the teaching 
talent, or the Didactic Art, as it is called. The method of questions 
is sparingly used by the teachers of classes. We make the method of 
' Pupil-Lectures,' or * Sub-Lectures,' as we call them, the leading 
method at the recitation. Deficiencies are supplied and thought is 
provoked by the judicious criticism of the student, by his classmates, 
and his teacher. The student is thus thrown upon his own resources, 
and must stand or fall by his own attainments. See Reports for fur- 
ther information on this point." 

Mr. D. P. Colburn, of Rhode Island, answers : ** Only under the 
eye of a teacher, as a part of their Normal School instruction." 

New York also answers : ** Only as a part of their regular exercises, 
in which the teacher frequently gives the class for a short time into the 
hands of some student." 

Mr. Edwards, from Salem, Mass., answers, that "the scholars of his 
school are thus employed, but without compensation." Indeed, we 
believe it is a general custom in most if not all the Normal Schools in 
the Union. 

Fourteenth question. ** Is instruction given in the science of edu- 
cation and art of teaching? In what manner ? " 

answers: ** Instruction is given in this department, first, 

by courses of lectures, which consider — Ist. Man as the subject to be 
educated, God as the educator; man as a physical, intellectual, social 
and moral, or religious being. 2d. The laws which regulate the de- 
velopment and cultivation of the manifold powers and faculties of the 
human being. 3d. The scientific application of these laws, and the 
consideration of all the forces that are brought to bear upon the educa- 
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tion of the individual. This leads to a consideration of home 
school education — their methods and results — and, of course, to a 
detailed examination into the essentials of the school, as an educational 
force. 

** Again: Every exercise in which the pupil engages is, as far as 
possible, made a model for his study, and at the same time a means foi 
improving his skill in didactics ; thus powerfully impressing upon him 
a knowledge of the art of teaching. 

** Further to aid the pupil in a mastery of the principles of educa- 
tion, and of the practices of the best schools — where educational 
science has made the most progress — we use, among other works, 
* Barnard's Education in Europe.' This is a text- book which gives a 
clear exposition of the methods of teaching, of the organization of 
schools, and of the school systems of all the leading countries of Europe 
— particularly of the German states. This work has no equal in our 
language, and we use it freely. The experiences of other authors, 
eminent as teachers, are also gathered up and freely dispensed among 
the pupils in training here. 

** Superadded to these forces, the practice and drill of the Model 
School operate to produce a powerful impression upon the pupil- 
teacher, and he goes forth armed with a full equivalent for years of 
unguided practice, as ordinarily obtained." 

Rhode Island answers, that *' instruction is given in the science of 
education and art of teaching, by lectures, and in connection with all 
other exercises and recitations." 

New York answers to the same, ** Yes ; throughout the whole 
course reference is had to the modes of imparting instruction^ as well 
as matter, to the teacher." 

Massachusetts, from Westfield, answers : ** /^ t«, by topics which 
embrace the legal, physical, mental and moral duties of the teacher.'' 
From Salem : ** Yes; by oral lectures from the Principal, discussions 
in the classes, followed by written essays from the pupils on each topic." 

Nothing, in our opinion, is more important in a Normal School than 
instruction of this kind, given in a systematic manner. The great 
trouble is, however, the matter has never been reduced to anything 
like a science. All we have on the subject amounts to but little more 
than an aggregation of the experiences of educators. This would all 
be well enough, as far as it goes, were it not so contradictory. But 
we believe the whole matter of Didactics proper, is susceptible of being 
reduced to a fixed science — as much so at least as that of mental and 
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moral, and we might add, physical science in general. Why not? 
Its general principles are fixed, and susceptible of a classification and 
arrangement. If so, then they can be studied and taught in a system- 
atic manner. 

(To he Continued,) 



€ommnmfatton0* 



WILL THE TEACHERS HEAR, AND PONDER? 

Or will they turn a listless ear, while time, rolling steadily on, shall 
decide, and decide against them, a question of vital interest to each and 
all ? Do the Teachers of Ohio know, or knowing, do they realize, that 
a few more weeks must certainly and finally decide the continuance or 
suspension of our Journal of Education ? Now do not mock us with 
the cry of wolf ! wolf ! — for, be assured, this is no false alarm. Read 
OD and learn. ^ 

The facts. In the year 1852 the Journal first appeared, announcing 
on the first page its mission — ** To promote sound Education," and 
'* elevate the rank of the Teacher." It was originated, and has been 
carried on, by a few men who, though weak-handed, yet were strong 
and hopeful-hearted, and were pledged to its support until it should 
become self-supporting. One, two, three, four, five years, by dint of 
most generous self-sacrifice, gratuitous labor and noble generosity, they 
have kept it along — gradually gaining ground, to be sure — but not 
receiving, by much, the encouragement due, and reasonably anticipated 
for it. 

For the year 1856, with a subscription of 2500 and an advertising 
business of $1000, the deficiency was $400. To many who had 
labored hard and long, this was an unwelcome, disheartening report. 
A few were for giving it up. Others said, let it go to Cincinnati, 
whose noble-hearted teachers had offered to conduct it for k merely 
nominal sum above the expenses of printing. Others, again, full of 
sanguine hope, begged to try it one more year without change, and 
promised an earnest, hearty support. The latter sentiment prevailed. 
A few took hold with alacrity, and kept hold with tenacity. Some 
started off boldly, but soon fainted by the way-side. Many talked 
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loudly, and no doubt are talking still, or waiting until December, wben 
tbey will idly resolve and re-resolve to support the Journal (?). Many 
forgot their their promises, and probably are surprised to learn the 
Journal is not doing well. Well, the result? 

The year of 1857 is drawing to a close. The expenses of the Jou^ 
nal promise to reach $4500. The subscription is less than 2500, the 
advertising less than $1500 — a deficiency of $500! How does it 
look ! How do you feel, who have never taken the Journal, or con- 
tributed a cent to second the efforts of such men as Andrews, Lord, 
Oowdery, Freese, etc., while they have been doing so much for you 
and your profession? — ^you who have taken the Journal a year and then 
stopped ? — ^you who have been content to read it yourself, but have 
never sought to extend its circulation? Fellow-Teachers of the great 
State of Ohio ! this is not right ; you know it is not right. But we 
will not comment. You ask what is to be done with the $500 defi- 
ciency. It is to be paid, somehow. And what then ? Aye, What 
thenf 

This is the question for you to answer, and that right speedily. The 
responsibility of determining this matter cannot be shifted on to the 
Association, to be convened in December. The Association, after 
paying hundreds of dollars year after year to sustain the Journal, can- 
not be expected now, when it ought to be self supporting, to commence 
paying by the thousand. This thought cannot be entertained. The 
Association next winter can only confirm the decision of the Teachers 
note. If the latter, by their free and intelligent action, decide that the 
Association has anticipated the demands of the day and State, the 
Association must abide by that decision. It were folly, madness, to 
continue a publication involving an annual expense of $4000 to $5000, 
unless the effort be generally and generously sustained. If such a 
support is guaranteed and strong, hopeful voices from all over the State 
»y> go on — Go on it is. 

But how is this guarantee to be given ? what will be deemed a sat- 
isfactory assurance that the next year will not prove more disastrous, 
more disheartening, more humiliating than the last? Fair promises 
and hopeful anticipations have been abundant before, and have ever 
ended in debt and mortification. We don*t speak by authority, but 
from fiicts, figures and experience, and we do not hesitate to say that 
nothing less than 2000 subscribers to begin with will do. We repeat 
it — 2000 to begin with, or nothing. Any thing much less than this 
will be unsafe. And then the proposition is a reasonable one. For, 
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Jirst : The next volume begins with January. There are, then, three 
months to work in. All who will subscribe at all, would rather begin 
"with the volume than afterwards. Hence, any who would be likely to 
Bubscribe in January, February, March or April, will be still more 
likely to do so in November or December. Secondly : Between now 
and the first of January, there' will be more teachers examined and 
thus thrown together, than in any six other months of the year, thus 
affording peculiar facilities to any zealous teacher, who will frequent 
the Examining Rooms and solicit subscriptions. Thirdly : In a few 
days every school district will be aroused ; every parent, school officer, 
teacher, pupil, will be interested in preparing for winter schools, re- 
pairing school-houses, purchasing books, employing teachers, securing 
situations, etc., etc. In fact, in October, November and December, 
there is a greater interest felt and more business done in educational 
affairs than in all the rest of the year. Fourthly : Teacher's Institutes 
are now being held all over the State, affording still rarer opportunities 
for successful effort. Finally: In a few days Boards of Education will 
be in session in every town and township. Now, then, is the time to 
apply to the school officers, each of whom should have his Journal. 
Now here is no exaggeration, but a plain statement of what all teachers 
know to be true. If, then, under such a combination of favorable 
influences, a competent support cannot be secured to our Journal of 
Education, I ask, seriously, can it he secured at allf Teachers, just 
stop reading and think, earnestly, five minutes 

Will not, then, every one take hold and do something by the last of 
December, that, when the Association meets, an open way may be 
before it to go on and accomplish the important ends of its organization? 

Having already assumed the Dictator, we may now presume to go 
on and tell you how to work successfully. First put down your own 
Dame for the Journal, and, taking two or three specimen copies, go to 
any man or woman over whom you have any influence, whether he 
profess an interest in educational affairs or not — your neighbors, your 
connexions, your friends; urge them for the common good, for the 
encouragement of others, for their own edification, for your sake, for 
the honor of the cause — urge them to try the Journal one year. Go 
to the school officers of your neighborhood, and urge them for their 
personal advantage, their official illumination, in view of the necessities 
of the case, — by such considerations as these, urge them to help the 
Journal, just as they would contribute a pittance to the furtherance of 
any other praiseworthy undertaking. Go to the examinations of teach- 
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ers — ask of the examiners the privilege of presenting the claims of the 
Journal. Make known its terms, its objects, its nature, its history, its 
early difficulties, continued struggles, present embarrassments; the 
noble generosity, self-sacrifices, and unwavering fidelity of its project- 
ors ; the influence it has already exerted, and may still exert, for the 
teacher's good ; its vast importance to teachers as a mediuna for the 
exchange of thought, experience and information ; its value as a repre- 
sentative abroad and at home; its practical aid in the school room; 
its interesting pages of educational news items ; its advertisements, and 
reviews of school books. But this general appeal to a class of teachers 
will amount to nothing without a special appeal to each individual. 
Watch your opportunity and address each one separately. Appeal to 
bis honor, his generosity, his manliness, his professional pride, hie pro- 
fessional obligation. Require the examiners to indorse what you say. 
They will never refuse. Require former subscribers to give their 
opinions of it. They will never be against you. 

Our article is already too long. We have written what we think 
ought to be done, may be done, and how to do it. We can only add, 
just try once, and let that once be now. Would that every reader, 
from the College President to the Primary Teacher, would do even a 
little for the only Educational Periodical in the greatest educational 

State of the 31. w. H. Y. 

Ohio University. 



TEACHERS' LICENSES. 



At the meeting of School Superintendents in Cincinnati, last April, 
the author of this article was appointed to make a report on the above 
subject at the next meeting. Circumstances will prevent my attend- 
ance at said meeting, if indeed it is held, of which, at present, there 
seems to be doubt. I therefore send for publication in the Journid 
the following thoughts, which would form the substance of the report : 

From time immemorial the law has aimed to guard the school room 
from immoral, ignorant and incompetent Teachers. The purpose seems 
to have been the same that has guided legislation upon other subjects, 
in which life, health and property have demanded protection, yet the 
manner in which this protection has been afTorded, has been widely 
different in the case of the school room from the others. Special schools 
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for instruction in Theology, Medicine and Law have been chartered, 
the requisite term of study has been appointed, and not until this re- 
quirement has been fully met, and the candidate has received the ap- 
probation of a Board of Censors on a full and critical examination, has 
he been duly authorized to practice in the several professions. Here 
two things are worthy of naming as we pass along: 1. In every in- 
stance the candidate is examined by men of eminence and skill in the 
profession to which he aspires, and 2. When licensed he is never ex- 
posed to a reexamination, but goes out into the world depending not 
upon his Diploma, but the actual merit of his practice for success, 
amenable to the law in general, and to the special rules of the frater- 
nity which licensed him. 

With the candidate for teaching, however, the legal course has been 
very different. He has been compelled to pick up his knowledge 
wherever he could find it. No special schools, until recently, hav6 
been authorized for his training, and none of those which do exist have 
been empowered to confer upon him the authority to teach. It has 
been thought best to select a trio or quintette of men in each township 
or county — the Minister, Esquire, Doctor, Colonel and Lawyer, without 
any reference to their knowledge of the business of teaching, to test the 
qualifications of candidates for so important a trust. It is no marvel 
that under such a system, so developed even in the oldest and most 
literary States, incompetent Teachers have continued to find employ- 
ment, and are still found year after year, attempting to conduct the 
complicated duties of the school room ; failing in one place, renewing 
the trial in another, and succeeded in each by one equally incompetent. 

We are not disposed to deny that there has been any improvement 
in the character and qualifications of Teachers, on the contrary, we 
are glad to admit that it has been commendable, but our position is 
this : 

I. That any existing improvement has been chiefly due to the extra- 
ordinary personal of Teachers, and not to any improvement in the 
method of testing their abilities and granting them licenses. 

II. That there is radical error in the system of granting licenses, 
and until it is effectually cured teaching will never take a high rank as 
one of the professions, but will continue to be cursed with ignorant and 
incompetent practitioners. Whether it be necessary to prove these 
positions or not, we propose to do so by a cursory examination of the 
present system in our own and other States, and then inquire for a 
remedy. 
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By our law tbree examiners are appointed by the Probate Judge in 
each county, as supreme and final arbiters in the question of granting 
licenses, holding their meetings when and where they please, granting 
certificates for not more than two years, and by a very general con- 
struction of the law, for any period of time less than that according to 
their pleasure, and then resubjecting the Teacher to another examina- 
tion. Who are these Judges of Probate? I reply in almost all cases, 
political partizans, selected as are other oflficers in these days, as a 
reward for their partizan fidelity. This, the most important trust con- 
fided to them, is never thought of during the canvass, and if it were, 
the very few who give it any attention could hardly be induced to 
desert their party nomination, even if by so doing they could elect a 
better man, (which is quite doubtful in these times). Whom do these 
Judges select as Examiners ? Upon this subject we would speak with 
due respect, but as we have been the recipient of this high honor, we 
may be permitted to speak plainly — as plainly as our views of truth 
and duty demand. We reply, in general, political favorites. A ma- 
jority of the Board, often the whole, is found of the same political com- 
plexion as the Judge — one or two young lawyers, with perhaps a Doc- 
tor — possibly a Clergyman — here and there, but very rarely a worthy 
practical Teacher. From three to four fifths of these Examiners under 
our present law, have no present connection with schools, either as 
Teachers or patrons, and never did have except perhaps for a few 
months, with no higher motive than to earn money to help them into a 
more desirable profession. The schools are scattered throughout the 
county, most of them far away from these Examiners. The law does 
not confer upon them authority to visit and examine schools as well as 
Teachers — two powers which should never be separated. All they can 
know of these schools is by mere rumors, and upon this alone they 
must often act in the equally important authority of revoking certifi- 
cates. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred they hear nothing of the 
Teacher, and know nothing of him, until he again appears for another 
certificate. Why should they ? The law gives them no authority to 
inquire, unless the question of revocation is raised. The ultimatum of 
their examination must consist in ascertaining in a very limited degree, 
the amount of knowledge which a candidate possesses upon certain sub- 
jects. The greater question of ability to teach never comes under their 
cognizance, except perhaps inferentially. 

If school Teachers must submit to local and frequent examinations, 
their schools should be examined by the same authority. The two 
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duties, as we have said, should never be dissevered. By our law they 
are effectually so — the one devolves upon a county Board, the other 
upon Board of local Directors. The latter has the power to dismiss a 
Teacher within itself, but can only employ such as are licensed by the 
former. The Teacher should be amenable to but one umpire. Let it 
not be supposed that we have made statements in regard to these 
county Boards of Examiners, at random. We have taken not a little 
pains to obtain correct and reliable statistical information, sufficiently 
extensive to form a proper basis for judging of the entire State. These 
statistics verify all we have said and much more to the discredit of the 
system. There are counties with efficient Boards, constituting noble 
exceptions, but we are justiBed by facts in the statement that as a 
general rule, this system of examinations has sadly failed in its object. 
The publication of these statistics would dispel the illusion resting upon 
the minds of some, that our present method of examination is working 
a great reform. The further we look for statistics, the more deeply 
does the conviction fasten itself upon our mind, that this provision of 
our law is a failure, and that unless i*^^ be improved, the examination of 
Teachers will become generally, as it now is extensively, a humbug. 
The whole system is radically defective. 

In other States a Board of Examiners exists in every township. The 
same objection usually lies against the material of such Boards, as in 
the other case, although not to the same extent. In some respects they 
have superior advantages. They are nearer the schools, and most of 
them are generally interested as patrons ; moreover they are made by 
law the examiners of the schools as well as Teachers. We regard this 
plan, though radically defective, yet as superior to ours, and so its 
results prove it to be. This is the plan of most of the New England 
States. 

In other States again, a county Superintendent is appointed to ex- 
amine both Teachers and schools. This plan has been twice tried and 
abandoned, and is now again being tested in the State of New York. 
An important objection to it is, even if competent men receive the ap- 
pointment, (which is by no means always the case,) the impossibility 
that one can properly discharge the required duties. 

It entails a heavy expense without corresponding advantages. The 
appointment too is quite likely to fall into the bands of some young and 
indolent "sprig of the law." 

No one can fail to observe that all these plans are similar in principle, 
and that principle we esteem radically wrong. All are liable in a 
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greater or less degree to the same objections. A few of these we will 
name — 

I. Liability to appoint incompetent Examiners. 

II. Heexamination of candidates once approved. 

III. The inconsistency of the examination of candidates for a pro- 
fession, by those who are professors or tyros in other professions entirely 
separate and distinct from it. 

IV. The impossibility of securing a uniformity in Examinations in 
the same State, or any considerable section of it, or even from year to 
year in the same couuty. 

V. A failure to stipulate what shall be the required qualifications 
of a Teacher, his time or course of study, and consequently a failure to 
recognize his office as one of the learned professions. 

Other and minor objections we pass by. Either of the above seem 
to us fatal to the soudness and efficiency of the sysfem. 

We inquire for a remedy. In this we are warned that we must be 
brief. We are forcibly reminded also that it is easier to tear down 
than to build up. Nevertheless we believe there is a remedy, whether 
it shall be found in our panacea or not. When the friends of our 
present excellent school law shall cease to regard it with veneration 
equal to that with which the Mahommedans regard the Koran, that 
remedy will be found and applied. 

It is proposed by some to return to the old system, making Directors 
also Examiners, or creating a Board of Examiners in each township. 
So long as these petty local examinations must continue, we should 
much prefer that plan to the present, for reasons which we have already 
given. It is objected that competent persons can not be found in each 
township for this purpose. We are inclined to regard this objection as 
a libel upon the intelligence of the people, but whether so or not, it is 
absolutely certain that those of equal competence with a majority of 
those now employed, can be found in tolerable abundance, so that the 
standard would not deteriorate. As a general rule the nearer you can 
bring all these questions to the people immediately concerned, the bet- 
ter. The principle involved, however, would still be wrong. 

Again, it is proposed by others to give to the School Commissioner 
power to appoint County Examiners. This would be a very great im- 
provement, whether those Boards be township or county Boards. It 
would obviate one or two serious objections which we have made, and 
especially improve the material composing these Boards. If the general 
system is to continue, we hope to see such an amendment adopted. If 
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at the same time authority were given to the Commissioner to issue 
general instructions to his appointees, adopting a standard, etc., much 
would be done toward securing uniformity of examinations. In this 
or any other case, provision should be made, so that certificates once 
granted should be good until revoked. No Teacher should be subjected 
to a reexamination except in such cases. Further the Board should be 
required to visit schools as well as Teachers. We repeat again that 
these two powers should exist in the same Board. This is certainly 
essential to the success of any system which requires the local examina- 
tion of Teachers. Let it be understood that we favor these improve- 
ments, only upon the supposition that we are not to have a radical 
reform on this subject. 

We think there is still a "better way," one that will elevate the 
character of the profession, or rather make it what it is not, and will 
never be under the present system — a profession — taking its proper 
rank among the others. We will briefly indicate our plan : 

Let the law prescribe a course of study for the Teacher, or sanction 
the course of study which any of our Colleges, and especially those 
more directly under its legislative control, may lay down for the educa- 
tion of Teachers. Let all Colleges which choose to create a Teachers' 
Department, be authorized to issue a Teachers' diploma or license, after 
a full compliance with the prescribed terms of study, and a satisfactory 
examination before a Board of Censors, appointed by the Governor and 
School Commissioner. Let this diploma be prima facie evidence of 
ability to teach, and legal authority to do so, whenever the person hold- 
ing it has contracted with a Board of Education. 

Then let the tyro go out into the world like the Minister, Doctor 
and Lawyer, to find business if he can, and relying, like them, upon 
his actual merits and success for a continuation of his employment. 

Throw him upon his own resources and skill for success. Make the 
local Boards, as now, conservators of the schools, adding, if necessary, 
more stringent authority than they now possess, in regard to the dis- 
missal of Teachers, etc. 

The State might institute schools for this special purpose, yet we do 
not deem it necessary. With such encouragement placed before our 
Colleges, a department would forthwith spring up in all of them, allotted 
to this enterprise. The demand would be supplied. We have not 
space to give the many reasons which occur to us in favor of this plan, 
but submit it, asking for it the consideration which the subject merits. 

If we shall succeed in calling the careful attention of Teachers and 
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friends of education to this important subject, we shall have done all 
that we intended, and shall cheerfully join them in any measure or 
measures which will promise an improvement, believing that reflection 
will convince them as it has ourself, that a reform is greatly needed. 

w. c. c. 

Mansfield, Sept. 5th, 1857. 



PHONETICS AT ANTIOCH COLLEGE. 



An invitation from the Ohio Phonetic Association, to say why I 
believed the Phonetic Reform needful and available, which invitation I 
accepted, enabled me to spend two days of last week at Yellow Springs. 

The meetings of the Association were held in the Chapel of Antioch 
College, and were attended by many of the students, male and female, 
and by the President and Faculty. The President, Horace Mann, was 
courteous in a high degree to the delegates. He invited them to his 
bouse, and publicly expressed himself a convert to the cause they 
advocated. Aside from an interest in the Phonetic Convention, I was 
pleased to visit Yellow Springs. It has historic and romantic interest, 
and, through Antioch College and its President, peculiar educational 
interest. 

The head waters of the Little Miami river, breaking through a 
romantic glen, affording cascades, and exhibiting curiosities in rocks 
and trees, furnish a delightful resort for students, and other lovers of 
the beautiful in nature ; while the spot pointed out as the birth-place 
of Tecumseh, and the remains of a log cabin, said to have been built 
and occupied by Robert Owen, the Socialist, during his visit to Amer- 
ica, afford food for reflection and speculation for all who love relics, 
who are moved by memories of the past, or who may be sad over such 
lessons as Owen's failures suggest. 

Coming out of the glen, after one has been thinking whether Tecum- 
seh's people were the mound-builders or not; speculating on what 
might have been the character of the people in that valley; how Owen 
established a colony ; and then remembering the recent struggle against 
the ** free love" influences of Memnonia, the College buildings arrest 
peculiar attention. With Antioch there are novel associations. It has 
a way of its own, and that way, in one respect at least, is diametrically 
opposed to established college customs. Antioch encourages the 
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assembling together of young men and young women for the purposes 
of study and of recitation. At prayers, in its chapel, male and female 
voices blend ; so they do in the college halls, in class-rooms, and at 
social gatherings, authorized by the President or some one of the 
Faculty. 

Thus far the experiment has succeeded well. The prospects of the 
College are now encouraging. The classes are fuller than they have 
been since the first term, when scholarships were good for tuition. 

Whether Horace Mann's severe discipline against tobacco, profanity 
and wine, and his liberal, policy respecting the joint instruction of young 
men and young women, will find friends enough to afford Antioch contin- 
ued support, is a question which experience alone can settle ; but that boys 
and girls, educated under such auspices, will be better men and women 
than those educated without it, no person can dispute who has faith 
in commands and counsels against vice. Boys who, at college, neither 
swear nor chew tobacco, nor drink spirituous liquors, may not become 
abler politicians or shrewder finaiiciers than boys who, when students, 
learned to delight in ** small vices," but they will certainly be purer 
men, so long as they practice what their college rules enforce. 

To all reflecting parents, Antioch presents interesting inquiries. If 
our Common Schools, with boys and girls in the same classes, are better 
schools than those in which the sexes are separated, why may not a 
College for young men and women be better than one for young men 
alone, or than a Seminary for young women alone ? It is worth while, 
at least, to watch bow experience at Antioch will answer this question. 

To return now to the Phonetic Association, I must announce that 
the proceedings are to be published in full, in a pamphlet. Benn Pitt- 
man remained at Yellow Springs, to give Phonetic instruction for a 
few days in the Common Schools, and Phonographic instruction in the 
College. Mr. Royce, the State Phonetic Agent, went to Lebanon, for 
the purpose of teaching Phonetics for a few days in the South-west 
Normal School. Facts reported at the Convention, by Teachers from 
different parts of the State, show that the practice of teaching Phonetic 
reading, as an aid to the Romanic, is gradually becoming frequent. 

The next meeting of the Association will probably be held at Colum* 
bus, during the last week of December. w. t. c. 
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PHONETIC TEACHING. 



BT CHAS. S. BOYCE. 



Bro. Caldwell — It is known to yon, and to mostof tbe Teachers 
of the State, that I have long advocated the introduction of Phonotypy 
into the Primary classes in our schools, as a means not only of making 
better readers and spellers in the common mode, but for the great sav- 
ing of time. 

About a year since, Mrs. M. V. Longley," of Cincinnati, was em- 
ployed to teach the Primary department of one of the Ward Schools of 
Indianapolis, and Phonotypy was introduced for the purpose of testing 
its merits. Mrs. Longley, though a correct Phonetician, had had very 
little experience in teaching. Her school was large ; and accessions 
were made to it at various times during the year. There were from 
fifty to seventy-five pupils. 

The Annual Report of Geo. B. Stone, Esq., Superintendent of the 
schools, thus alludes to the experiment: **The result of the experi- 
ment which has been tried in the Fifth Ward Primary School, has been 
all thai could have been expected. Classes have been formed at eight 
different times during the course of the year. The two first formed 
have made the transition from Phonetic to common print, and are 
now reading in the Indiana Second Header. The first class made the 
transition three months since, and can now read and spell accurately 
any thing in the first 120 pages of the reader above mentioned. This 
was fully tested in the recent examination, in which all the reading and 
spelling exercises were selected by the Trustees and visitors. There 
was great distinctness in articulation and enunciation^ readiness in 
pronouncing words y good emphasis, and a varied intonation^ which 
surpassed any thing we have heard in any Primary School. 

** In spelling, although difl&cult exercises were selected, and in various 
parts of the book, not a single word was mi««erf— equaling in this 
respect our very best schools taught by the alphabetic method. 

**I refer to the spelling particularly, because, as children in the 
Phonetic method are taught to spell by sound during the whole time 
they read the Phonetic print, it might be reasonably supposed that in 
this point they would be behind those who are taught in the usual way, 

** The second class made the transition four weeks since, and now 
read tolerably well in the Second Reader. One little boy in this class, 
his parents were unable to teach his letters after more than a year's 
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trial. A year by the Phonetic method, and he is reading in the Sec- 
ond Reader. 

'*It will be seen by the facts here given, that the transition from one 
print to the other is attended with no difficulty. One j)f these classes 
began the common print eleven weeks ago, and the other only four 
weeks. No Intermediate or Transition Reader is needed. From the 
Phonetic First Book, scholars can pass directly into the Second Reader. 
Our own experience and that of others, show us that children will learn 
the letters of the common prints without the aid of Teachers, before 
leaving the Phonetic books." 

In the above quotation I am responsible for the italicising. Not- 
withstanding the success that has attended the trial, Mr. Stone, or per- 
haps I should say the School Board, will introduce Phonotypy into but 
two additional schools the coming year. Though for years I have 
ceased to have a doubt respecting the superiority of the Phonetic sys- 
tem in teaching the first rudiments of Romanic reading, I admire the 
caution that they show in its introduction in Indianapolis. But I can- 
not admire the caution that keeps many of the best Teachers of Ohio 
from even making the experiment, when every fair trial, in our State, 
has shown that not only may we save time, and make better readers 
and spellers, but that the Phonetic system also gives to children a love 
of study, a self reliance, and an early use of their reasoning powers^ 
not given by the old method. 

I hope that such of our Teachers and school officers, as can, will 
yisit the schools of Indianapolis, and see for themselves the working of 
this time-saving system. 

When my labors shall have closed in the fall Institutes, I shall be 
glad to aid personally in the introduction of Phonotypy into the Pri 

noary Schools of the State. 
Huron (not Hudson), Mrie Co., 0., July^ 1857. 



Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 4, 1857. 

Friend Caldwell — I am at the Capital of Hoosierdom, making 
my temporary home with Mr. Stone, the editor of the Indiana Journal, 
and Superintendent of the City Schools. I came here to assist two 
Primary Teachers, who, for the first time, are using Phonotypy as a 
means of teaching the first rudiments of Romanic reading. The experi- 
ment of last year is continued this year, and one school is added instead 
of two, as I told you would be the case. It is solid pleasure to hear 
the children that have made the transition into the Romaaic ^riut^ t^^<i 
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and spell. They read and spell very mnch better than others, who 
have been in school longer than they — yes, than some that were reading 
and spelling when they commenced attending school. 

You are probably aware that the population and business of this city 
have nearly doubled within the last three years. 

As a youth of rapid growth thrusts his limbs ,too far through coat 
sleeves and pants, so does Indianapolis show that she is outgrowing her 
school facilities. Children are transferred from one ward to another for 
temporary accommodation. School houses are too small for the accom- 
modation of the pupils ; especially is this the case with the entries or 
passages. Two hundred or more children, without respect to sex or 
size, are, necessarily, required to pass through an entry too small to 
accommodate one-fourth the number. 

The High School building is an old two story brick building, which,, 
I think, was once a Ward or District School building. It stands on a 
good lot of some four acres, I judge, and is quite central in its location. 
In that, there are separate entries for the sexes. 

Formerly, the sexes were taught in separate school rooms, and yet 
used the same entrance, as I have said, in most of the buildings. Since 
Mr. Stone has been here, he has been gradually bringing them together. 
I think they had Primary Schools for boys, and the same for girls. 

Last year, he had so far overcome this squeamishness of old maids ^ 
of both sexes, as to bring the sexes together in the recitation room, even 
of the High School, though they were seated in different rooms. This 
year, from Primary to High School, they are seated in the same rooms. 
The change has been so gradual and noiseless, that the people have hardly 
been cognizant of it. 

Mr. Stone is well qualified for his post. As a practical Teacher he 
can take hold and teach in any school, from the lowest to the highest 
grade. I saw him give instruction in the Primary department ; and 
he has taken the place of the Principal of the High School, who was 
unwell, since I have been here. 

His last Annual Report will give you the statistics of his school. He 
seems to have, as he certainly deserves to have, the entire confidence 
of his corps of Teachers. 
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A FEW HINTS TO TEACHERS. 



In few words, I wisb to call tbe attoDtion of the readers of the ** Joniw 
nal " to the importance of an improvement in the mode of teaching the 
useful and beautiful art of writing^ as generally practiced in our ConF 
mon Schools, especially in country districts. 

I find in many schools that it is a custom, which prevails to a great 
extent, to allow the pupils to write when they please, where they please^ 
and as much as they please ; the Teachers finding, as they say, no time 
to set apart to devote exclusively to the instruction of a writing class; 
and in so doing, virtually practicing upon that threadbare error, thai 
"writing is of secondary importance." Many seem to think, and in 
fact say, that pupils will learn to write without any particular instruc- 
tion from the Teacher, merely by having copies to imitate. Now, let 
me ask, is it not necessary that learners be instructed to sit in certain 
positions, in order that they may write with ease ? And how very im- 
portant it is that children be shown how to hold the pen, even in their 
earliest efforts to learn to write. 

Is it not evident, that the muscles of the hand and arm should be so 
trained, that the writer gain complete command over the motions of 
the same ? If so, in what other way can the Teacher of fifty or sixty 
scholars so effectually accomplish these ends, as to improve a certain 
portion of time each day in giving general and individual instruction 
to a class in penmanship, excluding all other exercises during the time? 
While giving instruction daily to writing classes, the Teacher should 
never allow his pupils to grasp the pen tightly ; for if they do so they 
soon exhaust the muscular power of the hand and arm, or at least 
greatly weaken it. The consequence is unsteadiness of the hand, and 
an entire unfitness to execute with neatness or ease the daily task in 
penmanship. Again, a decided improvement might be effected in 
teaching the art of writing, by Boards of Education recommending and 
adopting some one system of writing, to the exclusion of all others. 
Writing books containing printed copies should be used in every school; 
and every scholar, after being thoroughly drilled in the use of the pen, 
whether he has taken lessons in writing or not, in the old ** bap-hazard" 
way, should be instructed in the first lessons of that system ; and let 
him not leave the first book of the series until he has gained 9k practical 
knowledge of all it contains, and can write every mark and letter with 
facility and correctness. Then let each book be taken up in order and 
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mastered before the next is called into use. The Teacher should always 
insist on a thorough knowledge of the whole course, if at all practicable. 
A series of writing books should contain no less than twelve books or 
grades of lessons. The importance of this mode of instructing in pen- 
manship is evident. Almost every one who has ever been connected 
with schools, in any way, knows how great the evils are arising from 
frequently changing Teachers, each of whom has a new system of wri- 
ting, or, more likely, writes without system. Hence the necessity of 
school boards taking this matter into consideration, and as speedily and 
certainly as possible, correcting the evil by adopting a good system of 
writing, and adhering to it, and not changing upon •the suggestion of 
every third class pedagogue. john r. st arret. 

Cincinnati, Sept. 10, 1857. 
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i{latt)emattcal department. 



PROV. W. H. TOUNG, ATHENS, EDITOR. 



[All communications for this Department should be addressed to the Editor, 
Ohio University, Athens, O. ; and to be in time, must be mailed by the first of 
the month preceding that in which they are expected to appear.] 

SOLUTIONS OF QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN AUGUST. 



No. 13. [The solutions ftirnished to this problem are so various 
and the results so different, while no one is satisfactory, that we would 
advise correspondents to try again. The nature of the problem seems 
to require a somewhat tedious approximation ; yet we think a shorter 
method will meet the case, even without a resort to the Calculus. The 
'* Salineville" correspondents assume a value for the arc in terms of 
the sine, versine, and chord. Will they furnish the authority, or the 
reasoning ?] 

No. 14. If a solid globe of glass be blown into a hollow sphere 
sphere one-eighth of an inch in thickness, what will be thediameter of 
the sphere? 

SOLUTION BY A. SCHUYLER. 

Let X = the diameter of the hollow sphere. 
Then x — ^ = the diameter of the hollow space within the shell. 
The formula for the volume of a sphere is j- ^r D^. 
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Hence } irX 1728 = solidity of the glass. 

^ ^ x^ = volume included within the exterior surface, and 
} If (x — i)^ == volume included within the interior surface. 

Therefore } 'J^ xf^ — i*^ i^ — i)^ = J''X 1728. Developing and 

110591 
reducing, and we have a^ — J x = — jg — . Whence x = 48.124945 

inches. Ans. 

Acknowledgments. — Both questions were solved by A. Schuyler, 
James McClung, Jos. Turnbull ; No. 13, by J. L. C, and S. Harvey ; 
No. 14, by Omega, and Jas. Rutherford. J. C. Anderson solved the 
questions published in July. 

Prof. McFarland suggests that the answer given, in the July num- 
ber, to No. 6, is the horizontal **skip;" while the question calls for 
the distance skipped, measured on BG. Mr. Schuyler calls our atten- 
tion to No. 8. We only give the rule, and result ; not claiming a 
demonstration, which, to be complete, would be lengthy, and, we think, 
uninteresting to the majority. 

Explanation. — Despite our best endeavors to secure entire accuracy 
in representing the correspondents of the Mathematical Department, 
the September issue is full of mistakes. As we had promised, on a 
former occasion, the like should not occur again, it is due to ourself to 
explain. The proof, on being mailed to us for correction, was not pre- 
paid, and, of course, never left the post-office at Columbus. When 
it did not come to hand at the proper time, we concluded, relying on 
our former very particular instructions to that effect, that the ** Mathe- 
matics" would be omitted. The Journal, however, soon arrived, 
mathematics, mistakes and all. We plead a loud J^ot guilty. The 
solution of No. 10, by Jas. McClung, especially suffered. We regret 
this very much, for we regard the solution a most beautiful application 
of the Mathematical Zero. An acquaintance with the Binomial Theo- 
rem will be sufficient to detect the errors, which are many. In the 2d 
line of solution No. 12, read ** middle point of the line AB." J. B. 
Dunn's article on ** Contractions," should have been set up as a com- 
munication. It contains several slight and readily detected typo- 
graphical errors. 

QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 

No. 18. Arithmetical Question. — Divide $400 between A., B. 
and C, so that A. shall have one-fourth of the whole more than B., 
and B. one- third of the remainder more than 0. j. L. C. 

No. 19. Having given the perpendicular (a) between two parallel 
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chords, which inclode one-third the area of the circle, it is required to 
find the radius of that circle. Jab. McCluno. 

No. 20. Uhdecimation, or Proof of MtdtiplicaZion and Divis- 
ion. — Take any two numhers and multiply as usual. Then prove as 
follows : Subtract the left hand figure of the multiplicand from the one 
next to it on the right, borrowing 11 if necessary; and take this 
remainder from the next on the right, this remainder from the next, 
and so on, borrowing 11 whenever the figure to be subtracted is too 
large. Set down or retain in the mind the final remainder. Proceed 
in the same manner with the multiplier, and multiply the final remain- 
der by that already obtained from the multiplicand. If this product 
contain two figures, undecimate as before^ and take the remainder, thus 
obtained, from the left band figure of the product, this remainder from 
the next, going from right to left. If the final remainder be zero, the 
product may be regarded correct. Examples: 

(Ex. 1.) 926 2 (Ex. 2.) 327 8 
180 4 142 10 



74080 8 654 80 

926 1308 



166680 



327 



46434 
Explanation. — 1st. Begin with multiplicand : 9 from 13 (borrow- 
ing 11) =*4, 4 from 6 = 2, which is set down on the right. Again, 
1 from 8 = 7, 7 from 11 (borrowing) =4; set down as before. 
4X2 = 8. Now begin with the product on the right : 8 from 11 
(borrowing) = 3, 3 from 8 = 5, 6 from 6 = 1, 1 from 6 ^ 6, 5 from 
6 = 1, and 1 from 1 = 0. Where the same figure is repeated, both 
may be omitted, as may be seen above with the 6s. 

2d. 3 from 13 (borrowing) = 10, 10 from 18 = 8. Again, 1 from 
4 = 3, 3 from 13 = 10, 8X10^ 80. Here we have, undecimating, 
8 from 11 = 3; and then beginning on the right of the product, we have 

3 from 4 = 1,1 from 3 = 2, 2 from 4 = 2, 2 from 6 = 4, and 4 from 

4 = 0. 

^" Required a demonstration of the rule. 

This method is equally applicable to division, where we consider the 
Divisor and Quotient as the factors, and the Dividend as the product. 
A remainder, if there be one, must be subtracted from the dividend 
before undocimating. In tracing out this property of the number 11, 
we have found much that is valuable, curious, and puzzling — some of 
irhioh we shall notice hereafter. 
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IS THERE ANT SUCH POWER OF A QUANTITY AS THE ZERO POWER? 



Theorem Fifth. — Any quantity whose exponent is zero, is equal 
to unity. — Vide Bay's Algebra, Part 2d, page 44th. 

The principle enunciated in the theorem is one universally admitted 
by the authors of Algebras at the present time, or at least it is incor- 
porated into their Algebras. 

Though it may seem like presumption for me to differ with such 
mighty authority, I wish to present, through your valuable paper, a 
few objections that have arisen in my mind to this principle, and which 
I wish some one to remove, for they must be removed before I can 
assent to it. 

1st. It conflicts with the definition of an exponent, viz : An expo- 
nent is a number showing how many times a quantity has been used as 
a factor, or multiplied into itself, to produce a given quantity. Eence, 
in the zero power, we have the number used no times as a factor, or 
we have no factor, and consequently no number. 

2d. It conflicts with the principle, that there can be no abstract 
negative quantity unconnected with any other quantity. For the same 
process of reasoning that gives us a^, gives us also a-^, a-^, etc., as 
powers of a, in which the exponents — 1, — 2, etc., are abstract 
negative quantities, standing unconnected with any other quantity. 
We would like also to know the difference between a^ and a - ^, if the 
number is used as a factor as many times as there are units in the 
exponent. True equations sometimes give negative results ; but the 
result shows an absurdity in the statement of the problem, or a mistake 
in the solution, and I cannot see why it does not in this case. 

3d. For every other power of quantities, we have a corresponding 
root. Thus, for the second power or square, we have the square root; 
for the cube, the cube root, etc. ; but what would the zero root of a 
quantity be ? 

4th. By this theorem, I can prove that any quantity, no matter how 
small, is equal to any other quantity, no matter how large, and that all 
quantities are equal to each other. Let us take two identical equations : 

(1000)2 = (1000)2, and 1^ = P. 

Dividing both sides of each equation by the numbers squared in each 
ease, and we have first, (lOOO)i = 1000, and P = 1 ; then (1000)® 
= 1, and 1^ = 1, according to the theorem ; hence (1000)^ = 1®. 

Now if the axiom, that like powers of equal quantities are equal, be 
true, then its converse, that if like powers of two quantities are equal. 
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then the quantities themselves must be equal, is also true, or 1000 = | 
1 ; and so of any other quantities — a palpable absurdity. Therefore, 
either our reasoning or premises must be incorrect ; and as no flaw can 
be found in the reasoning or minor premise, our major premise, that 
(1000)^ and 1^ are each equal to unity, is incorrect. 

I would reason, in such cases, as follows: In the equation a^ — a^ 
there are three factors, and only three on each side, viz : a, a and 1. 
Dividing by a, removes one a, and leaves a >< 1. Dividing by a 
again, cancels the remaining a, and leaves unity alone ; and there can- 
not possibly be any other factor. The zero power of a quantity is used 
as a convenient method of showing what were the original factors of an 
algebraic expression ; and when we attempt to make a mathematical 
principle of it, it will always produce absurdities, no matter how we 
attempt to reason on it. Clark Braden. 

Orwell^ Ashtabula Co., 0, 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL LAW. 



BY THB STATE COMMISSIONER OE COMMON SCHOOLS. 



Question 3. (S.) Is it possible, under the School Laws of the State, for Town- 
ship Boards so to distribute the school funds as to give the small districts an 
equal number of months of school with the larger ones ? There are several 
sub districts in this (Pike) county, which pay heavy taxes, but enumerate few 
youth. They do not receive funds sufficient to sustain schools half as long as 
do the more populous adjoining districts, which pay much less for the support 
of schools. Must the Board, in all cases, distribute funds according to the enu- 
meration ? 

Answer. Section 24 of the School Law, as enacted in 1853, was explicit in 
requiring that distribution of funds, applicable to the payment of Teachers, 
should be in proportion to the youth enumerated. Its language was, "all school 
funds, made applicable to the payment of Teachers only, shall be distributed to 
the several sub-districs, and fractional parts thereof, in the township in propor- 
tion to the enumeration of scholars, with the exception of so much of the town- 
ship tax as may have been levied and reserved by the Board for sustaining 
Teachers in the Central or High Schools; and such school funds as arise from 
the sale or rents of section sixteen, or other lands in lieu thereof, shall be dis- 
tributed to the localities to which such funds belong." 

This rule worked great injustice and inconvenience in many townships in all 
parts of the State. In some sub-districts, large sums of money were accumu- 
lated from surplus funds, over and above what was required to maintain their 
schools seven months in the year. In others, the amount received was not suffi- 
cient to maintain the schools for half that time. This arose from the inequality 
of the sub districts in respect to the number of youth which they included. 



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. 323 



Bat this evil was entirely removed by the amendment of this section, passed 
April 17th, 1857. The township tax which shall be levied for the continuation of 
schools after the State fund has been exhausted, may be distributed according 
to the necessities of the several sub-districts. That is, *' those sub distrids which 
contain comparatively a small number of resident youth of school age^ and which, owing 
to sparseness of population^ and other unavoidable obstacles , can not be enlarged with' 
out serious inconvenience to the inhabitants" may receive a greater share of the 
school fund than they could draw on the ground#Of enumeration. 
L3t it be uaJ-rstood that the moneys derived from the State levy of one and 
one-half mills on the dollar valuation, are still to be distributed to the several 
sab -districts, in proportion to the enumeration of scholars. The distribution of 
funds raised by the township tax for the continuation of schools after the State 
fund has been exhausted, are, alone, subject to the discretion of the Township 
Board of Education. 

Question 4. (S.) Can a sub-district, which has a surplus of money applicable 
to the payment of Teachers, be made to divide with smaller sub-districts la 
which there is a deficiency ? ' 

Answer. Inasmuch as section 24 of the general School Law, prior to its 
amendment, March 17, 1857, required that all funds such as are contemplated 
in the question, "shall be distributed to the several sub districts, and fractional 
parts thereof, in the township, in proportion to the enumeration of scholars," 
and as the operation of this rule has in numerous instances induced in town- 
ships the condition which the question implies, it is evident that the interests of 
education demand a refunding of surplus moneys, that the same may be applied 
to relieve the necessities of such sub districts as are deficient in funds. But I 
know of no law which would *'compell" the refunding of moneys received ac- 
cording to the explicit provisions of law. There is, however, a remedy which 
Township Boards of Education can apply in all such cases of injustice and 
inconvenience. By the amendment alluded to, Boards have authority to distrib- 
ute the funds raised by townships for prolonging schools after the State fund 
has been exhausted, according to the necessities of the several sub -districts. If, 
therefore, a given sub district has a surplus on hand, the Board may take that 
fact into account, and at their next distribution make such a division of funds 
as would equalize the resources of all the sub-districts. 

It is true that this remedy is prospective in its operation. It does not furnish 
immediate relief to the smaller sub-districts- Still, it assures them of relief at 
the earliest period consistent with the provisions of law. 

Qdestion 5. (S.) Does the School Law require that the Superintendent of the 
schools in a city or village, be examined, and receive a certificate of qualifica- 
tions to teach, in order to draw his pay from public funds? 

Answer. No such office as that named in the question, is known to any ex- 
isting School Law of the State. Section 13 of the general School Law, gives the 
Township Board authority to appoint one of their own number the Acting Mana- 
ger of schools for the township. But this is not such an ofilce, precisely, as that 
named in th« inquiry. 

That the character of this office may be understood, we must consider its 
accustomed duties. What, then, are the appropriate labors of a SuperintendenI 
of the schools of a village or city ? 

In our larger towns, the Superintendent devotes all his time to the generat 
oversight and management of the schools. He recommends to the Board of 
Education suitable persons to be employed as Teachers. He frequently visits 
the several schools, and advises or directs the Teachers in regard to their duties. 
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He cAlls meetings of the Teachers, and gives them instrnction in regard to teach- 
ing and discipline. He examines classes, and promotes pupils from grade to 
grade, according to their proficiency. He takes oversight of the buildings and 
other school property. In the smaller towns, he acts not only as a general Su- 
perintendent of the schools, but also as Teacher in some one of the departments; 
devoting, perhaps, one half his time to each of these branches of labor. In any 
case, his duties are just what the Board, his employers, may please to make 
them. No State law creates his office, or defines his duties. In all things, he iB 
subject to the will of the power that gives him his position. 

It needs no argument to prove that he is, virtually, the Principal of the 
schools; that 18, the head Teacher, or ih^ foreman of the Teachers, And. as such 
Teacher, it is manifestly proper that he should receive from the proper source a 
certificate of qualifications. He receives his salary from the same fund, and in 
the same manner that other Teachers do. And as the law positively forbids the 
disbursement of this fund to any excepting Teachers holding the proper certifi- 
cate of qualifications, it is plain that the question should receive an affirmative 
answer. 



(Sbitorial lOtpartment. 



NATIONAL TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 



As noted by us, a circular was issued to the "Teachers of the United States" 
— a very large family — calling upon them to meet at the city of Philadelphia 
on the 26th of August last. 

At the appointed time, a large number of the friends of education were pres- 
ent, and organized a "National Teachers' Association." Pres't Lorin Andrews, 
of Kenyon College, was in attendance from Ohio. 

The following Preamble and Constitution were adopted : ^ 

PRBAMBLK. 

To elevate the character and advance the interests of the profension of teaching, and to 
promote the cause of popular education in the United States, we, whose names are subjoined, 
ftgree to adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Articlb I. Name. — This association shall be styled the " National Teachers' Association." 

Art. II. Members. — Any gentleman who is regularly occupied in teaching in a public or 
private Elementary School, Common School, High School, Academy or Scientific School, Col- 
lege or University, or who is regularly employed as a private tutor, as the Editor of an Bdu- 
eational Journal, or as a Superintendent of Schools shall be eligible to membership. 

Applications for admission to membership shall be made, or referred to the Board of Direc- 
tors, or such committee of their own number as they shall appoint ; and all who may be re- 
commended by them, and accepted by a majority vote of the members present, tihall be entitled 
to the privileges of the association, upon paying two dollars and signing this constitution. 

Upon the recommendation of the Board of Directors, gentlemen may be elected as honorary 
members by a two-thirds vote of the members present, and a9 such, shall have all the rights 
of regular members, except those of voting and holding office. 
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Ladies engaged in teaching, may, on the recommendation of the Board of Directors, become 
honorary members, and shall thereby possess the right of presenting, in the form of written 
es^a.vs (to be read by the Secretary or any other member whom they may select) their view! 
upon the subject assigned for discussion. 

Whenever a member of this association shall abandon the profession of teaching, or the 
business of editing an Educational Journal, or of superintending schools, he shall cease to be 
a member. 

If one member shall be charged by another with immoral or dishonorable conduct, the 
charge shall be referred to the Board of Directors, or such a committee as they shall appoint, 
and if the charge shall be sustained by them, and afterwards by two-thirds of the member! 
present at a regular meeting of the association, the person so charged shall forfeit his mem- 
b ,rship. 

There shall be an annual fee of one dollar. If any one shall omit paying his fee for four 

years, his connection with the association shall cease. 

A person eligible to membership, may become a life member by paying, at once, ten dollars. 

Art. III. Officers. — ^The officers of this association shall be a President, twelve Vice Pre«ii- 

dents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and one Counselor for each State, District or Territory repre- 

eeated in the association These officers, all of whom shall be elected by ballot, a majoritj 

of the votes cast being necessary for a choice, shall constitute the Board of Directors, and 

Bhall have power to appoint such committees from their own number as they shall deem expe* 

dient. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the association, and of the Board of Directors, 
and shall perform such other duties, and enjoy such privileges as by custom devolve upon 
and are enjoyed by a presiding officer. In his absence, the first Vice President in order who 
ie present, sh;«ll preside ; and in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, a pro tempore chair- 
man shall be appointed on nomination, the Secretary putting the question. 

The Secretary shall keep a full and just record of the proceedings of the association and of 
the Board of Diiectors ; shall notify each member of the association or Board ; shall conduct 
such correspondence as the Directors may assign ; and shall have his records present at all 
meetings of the association and of the Board of Directors. In his absence, a Secretary pro 
tempore may be appointed. 

The Treasurer shall receive and hold in safe keeping all moneys paid to the association ; 
shall expend the same in accordance with the votes of the Directors or of the association ; 
and shall keep an exact account of his receipts and expenditures, with vouchers for the latter, 
which account he shall render to the Board of Directors prior to each regular meeting of the 
association ; he shall also present an abstract thereof to the association. - The Treasurer shall 
give such bonds for the faithful discharge of his duties as may be required by the Board of 
Directors. ^^ 

The Counselors shall have equal power with the other directors in performing the duties 
belonging to the Board. 

The Board of Directors shall have power to fill all vacancies in their own body ; shall have 
in charge the general interests of the association ; shall make all necessary arrangements for 
its meetings ; and shall do all in their power to render it a useful and honorable institution. 
Art. IV. Mbetvngs. — A meeting shall be held in August, 1858, after which the regular meet- 
ings shall be held biennially. The place and the precise time of meeting shall be determined 
by the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors shall hold their regular meetings at the place and two hours before 
the time of the assembling of the association, and immediately after the adjournment of the 
same. Special meetings may be held at such other times and places as the Boaid or the 
Fresident shall determine. 

Art. v. By-Laws. — By-Laws, not Inconsistent with this Constitution, may be adopted by 
a two-thirds vote of the association. 

Art. YI. AmjtndmeMts. — ^This Constitution may be altered or amended at a regular meeting, 
by the unanimous vote of the members present ; or by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present, providing that the alteration or amendment have been substantially proposed at a 
previous regular meeting. 
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The officers chosen are as follows : 

President— Z Richards, Washington City, D. C. 

Twelve Vice Presidents— For Ohio, Lorim Andrews. 

Secretary— J. W. Bulklbt, New York. 

Treasurer— T. McCann, Delaware. 

These officers constitute a Board of Directors, who held a meeting immediate- 
ly after the adjournment of the National Teachers* Association, and Resolved^ 
That the Association hold its next meeting in Cincinnati, Qhio, on the second 
Wednesday of August, 1858, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

They arranged to have six lecturers appointed for the next meeting — two from 
the Southern, two from the Western, one from the Middle, and one from the 
Eastern Slates. Messrs. Cann, of Georgia, Valentine, of New York, and Shel- 
don, of Massachusetts, were appointed a committee to secure lecturers from 
their respective districts. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a committee to collect Educational 
Statistics of the country, and report at the next meeting of the Association, viz: 

Messrs. D. B. Hagar, Jamaica Plains, Mass.; M. Woolson, Portland, Me.; D. 
H. Sanborn, Hopkinton, N. H. ; C. Pease, Burlington, Vt; J. Kingsbury, Provi- 
dence, R.I. ; C. Northend, New Britain, Ct.; A. Wilder, New York City; I. 
Peckhara, Newark, N. J.; J. P. Wickershara, Millers ville, Pa.; T. M. Cann, Wil- 
mington, Del. ; J. N. McJilton, Baltimore, Md. ; Z. Richards, District of Colum- 
bia; J. Binford, Richmond, Va.; C. H. Wiley, Raleigh, N. C; C. G. Messinger, 
Charleston, S. C. ; B. Mallon, Savanah, Ga ; S. I. C Swezey, Marion, Ala.; D, 
McConnell, Florida; Mr. , Miss. ; D. B. Slosson, Baton Rouge, La.; T. Fan- 
ning, Nashville, Tenn.; J, B. Dodd, Lexington, Ky.; W. T. Lucky, Fayette, Mo.; 
I. Mayhew, Lansing, Mich.; L. Andrews, Gambler, Ohio ; G. B. Stone, Indianap- 
olis, Ind. ; D. Wilkins, Bloomington, III; J. G. McMynn, Racine, Wis.; J. L. 
EnoS; Cedar Rapids, Iowa; J. Denman, San Francisco, Cal.; W. Baker, Austin, 
Texas; E. D. Neil, St. Paul, Minn.; M. Oliphant, Kansas. 

Mr. A. J. Rickoff, of Cincinnati, in connection with the several Counselors, 
was deputed to arrange as to railroad fares to the next meeting, and was appoint- 
ed chairman of the Local Committee, to make the necessary arrangements for 
the meeting at Cincinnati, with power to select his own associates on the com- 
mittee. 
** Welcome, Eastern brethren, to the West, 



— Mr. Smyth, the School Commissioner, is busily engaged in securing full 
and prompt returns from the counties, to be embodied in his first Annual Report. 
He is seeking information in regard to numerous educational facts which hither- 
to have not been reported. Among these are the transactions of School Exam- 
iners, of Teachers' Institutes, the statistics in regard to the Colleges, Female 
Seminaries, and Academies of Ohio, and a distinct report from the Graded 
Schools of the State. Already have several circulars been sent out on this errand, 
and others will soon follow. 

Reports from School Examiners are daily received, abounding in interesting 
and important facts in regard to candidates for the Teachers' profession. For 
example, in Licking county, of the 642 who have been examined during the past 
year, 16 have received certificates for two years, 69 for eighteen months, 180 for 
one year, 231 for six monte, 12 for less than six months, and 134 were r^ected. 
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In Shelby county, of 188 candidates, but one received a certificate for two years 
In Sandusky county, of 317 examined, 12 were licensed for two years, and 64 
were rejected. 

These items indicate a degree of thoroughness on the part of Examiners 
which promises the happiest results to our- schools. We hope that the day is 
not distant when incompetent Teachers will be obliged either to seek higher 
attainments, or devote themselves to some less responsible calling. 

We bespeak for the Commissioner the cordial cooperation of all school au- 
thorities to whom he shall appeal for aid in securing the requisite data for a 
full report of the educational condition of the State. 

— The people of Marion have just completed a noble school edifice, at an ex- 
pense of $25 000 It is to be dedicated on the 9th inst., when an address will be 
given by Commissioner Smyth. 



Superintendents' Meeting.— This organization did not meet in Columbus 
on the 4th of Sept., as designed. A correspondent thus speaks of one of the 
topics assigned to him: 

Newark, Aug. 31, 1857. 

J. D. Caldwell — I do not forget that the fiemi-annual meeting of our Superintendents' 
Association occurs this week. It will be impossible for me to attend, and I regret it. It ia 
indeed strange tbat a Teacber, especially one tbat has served in the ministry so long as I 
h ive, should be affected by bank explosions ! But so it is. The little cash I bad is shut up 
in Franklin's Bank, which closed its doors last Thursday, and therefore it is out of my power 
to furnish means to pay my expenses to Columbus. Please make my excuse to the Associa- 
tion in such manner as you think best. 

I was made chairman of a committee to report on Diplomas. I have wondered what the 
Association could expect from a committee on this subject. There can be no doubt in the 
minds of any, about the propriety of furnishing to those who complete the course of study, 
a certificate of that fact ; and what is a diploma but such a certificate? Surely it cannot 
require the wisdom of so distinguished a committee, far less the combined wisdom of the 
Superintendents' Association, to say what shape it shall take, or how the simple fact it states 
shall be expressed ! It might be a question whether that certificate shall be printed or writ- 
ten — whether it shall be parchment or paper — whether it shall be plain, or gilt, or beautifully 
embossed — whether, when the auspicious time comes, it shall be presented publicly or pri- 
vately, by the President or Secretary of the Board of Education, or by the Superintendent. 
But these nice questions it could not have been the intention of the Association to commit ; 
therefore, the chairman of the committee (his associates concurring) would offer, through 
J. D. Caldwell, Editor of the Journal t>f Education, (to whom doubtless this delicate and im- 
portant duty may be safely committed,) the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved f That Diplomas are expedient. 

2. Resolved, That they should be written or printed — on parchment or paper — gilt or plain 
— or embossed and signed, and delivered by whomsoever, and at such time and place, and in 
such manner, as each Board of Education shall In its wisdom designate. A. D. 



— Do what you can, thoroughly ; sham nothing. 

— He who has never formed in his mind the idea of something superior to 
what he is used to, will never arrive at any great degree of excellence. 

ERRATA.—In line 7, page 304, read $1,000 instead of $1,500. 

— Important items and editorial articles have been crowded out of this number 
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ITEMS. 

— The Teacher's Institate of Columbiana Ck>. will be held at New Lisbon during the first 
week in November. 

— The Steubenville High School is now opened for the admission of pay pupils, outside of 
the corpuration . 

— Commencement of Muskingum College took place at Concord, on the 24th ult. Anniver- 
sary Address by Hon. Wm. Laurence, Washington 0. 

— Our next number will contain an interestiag historical article on the Ohio Uuiversity, 
Athens, accompanied with an engraving. 

— A situation as Teacher in Primar; School wanted for two young ladies, who are desironi 
of engaging permanently in the professiou of teaching. Address I. S. Sedwgick, Chillicotbe, 0. 

— W. B. Smith & Co., Publishers of School Books, Cincinnati, have removed into their ele< 
gant and commodious new edifice on Waluut St., near Fourth St. 

— Michigan Teachers' Institutes for this month, are held as follows — holding ten days each : 
Ionia, Ionia Co., commencing Oct. 5th. 

Lansing, Ingham Co., commencing Oct. 19th. 

— Hon. S. S. lUndall, Supt. of N. T. Public Schools, haying become possessed of important 
materials, is about issuing a Life of Jefferson. 

— The Hon Robert Allyn has resigned the ofiSce of School Commissioner of Rhode Island, 
and has entered upon his duties as Professor of Ancient Languages and Literature in the Ohio 
University, to which he wan recently elected. Prof. Allyn is a fine scholar and an efScient 
and successful educator. The Teachers of Ohio, as well as the Ohio University, may congrat< 
olate themselves on his accession to their ranks. 

— The Athens Co. Teachers' Institute will open its session on the first Monday in October , 
and continue one week. Mr. Ogden, Mr. Royce and Prof. Allyn have engaged to be present. 
The Atheneans will legard Teachers as guests, and accommodate all with board and lodging 
gratis. 

— Mr. Edward E. Spalding of Chelmsford, Mass., has been chosen Principal of Pomeroy 
Academy, Pomeroy, Ohio, in place of A. A. Keen, appointed Professor of Greek and Latin is 
Tuft's College, Medford, Mass. 



BOOKS, ETC. 

— Cincinnati Guide and Business Director. F. W. Hurrt, Publisher, a well known school 
Teaeher, has changed the direction of his energies, and has devoted himself to the publibhing 
business. 

— Introduction to Monteiths' Manual of Geography, for junior classes. A. S. Barnes k Co., 
N. Y., 1857. 

— Alabama Educational Journal, a monthly, quarto form, $1.00 per year, commenced in 
January last. Wm. F. Perry, Editor and Proprietor, Montgomery, Ala. 

— American Educator, No. 1, VoL 1. Sept. 15, 1867. Wm. H. Boyd, New York. 

— Educational Herald, Vol. 1, No. 5. July, 1857. Smith & Boyd, New York. 

— The Rose Bud, Vol. 1, No. 1. July, 1857. Pupils of Union School, Mendon, 111. 

— The Polylingual Journal, a magazine in five languages— French, Spanish, Italian, German, 
and English, Vol. 1, No. 1. August, 1857 ; quarterly. Hiram C. Sparks, Editor, New York. 
S2.00 per annum. 

— The American Journal of Education for Sept. Henry Barnard, Hartford, Conn. 
McGuffet's New Eclectio Readers are having great and justly merited 

popularity among intelligent Teachers. Published by W. B. Smith & Co., Cln- 
ajnnati. 



THK 




10 ^mxul 0f ^ktation. 

COLUMBUS, NOVEMBER, 1867. 



»««> 



SKETCH OF THE EARLT HISTORY OF THE OHIO UNIVERSITT 



Tbe dark and angry storm of the Eevolution had spent its strength. 
Its last sullen mutterings had died away on the plains of Yorktown, 
and the hlack cloud of war had sunk behind the Atlantic billows. Ex- 
cept that occasional flashes of border warfare were playing on the wes- 
tern horizon, the bright sun of liberty and peace was shining in noontide 
splendor upon an excellent people. 

Such was America in 1784, when the soldiers of the Continental 
Army, with many a burning tear and warm embrace, wrenched asunder 
the ties of long and endearing companionship in arms, and sought their 
homes and families. Yes, sought these — but found blackened ruins, 
ruined fortunes and scattered friends. New England had sent out her 
chcHcest spirits, her noblest blood. They suflfered, they fought, thej 
bled, they conquered, but the merciless foe had been abroad in the land 
with the fire and sword that spare not, and those hardy veterans found 
that poverty and want were, with them, the conditions of victory. 'True, 
the broad acres and noble forests of the interminable West were before 
them, and in this direction their "continental scrip" and military boun- 
ties were available, yet it was a hard thing to give up the purchase of 
their toil, privation and blood, and seek new homes even in the beautir 
ful West, whose hills still resounded with the scream of the panther, 
and whose valleys were trailed by the wily savage. 

It is a winter night in 1786. Generals Eufus Putnam and Benjamin 
Tupper are spending an evening of earnest conference at the hospitable 
home of the former, in Eutland, Massachusetts. We may now and 
then catch the words 'soldiers,' 'west,' 'Ohio,' 'schools,' 'University,* 
etc. The fire burns low on the hearth — the long night wears away— 
yet those patriot friends weary not of their thoughts, nor cease their 
Vol. VI.— No. 11. 22 
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conference until the gray dawn comes and finds them the pledged lea- 
ders of an emigrant band. Two weeks later, Jan. 25, tbey issued a 
call to the officers and soldiers of the revolution to send delegates, to 
meet at the '' Bunch of Grapes Tavern" in Boston, to organize a col 
ony for the banks of the Ohio. Here is the origin of the Ohio Com 
pany, the first white settlers of the Northwest Territory. An organ! 
zation was soon effected, such men as Gen. Putnam and Gen. Tupper 
of the Massachusetts line, Gen. Parsons of the Connecticut, and Gen 
Varnum of the Rhode Island lines, old Com. Whipple, who fired the 
first gun from a '* Congress" ship. Dr. Manasseh Cutler, the sons of 
Gen. Israel Putnam, Colonels Gushing, Sproat, Oliver, Sargent, and 
others of enviable memory, were the leading minds of the enterprise. 
Articles of association were agreed upon, officers elected, and Manasseh 
Cutler and Winthrop Sargent commissioned to negotiate with Congress 
for a grant of land lying between the Muskingum and Scioto rivers. 
By the terms of the contract two townships were reserved for a ^nive^ 
sity, and the date of this contract^ Oct. 27th, 1787, mat/ he set down 
as the initiatory act in establishing the Ohio University/. 

We cannot sufficiently admire the wisdom and forethought of the 
men who, though still wearing the sword, were the first to provide the 
aure conditions of a peaceful prosperity, on the spot where the red 
man's camp fire was still burning, and the arts of civilization were as 
strange as the wild forests were untamed. Let it be remembered that 
the Ohio University was the first educational institution provided for bj 
an act of Congress, and that its originators and founders were the men 
who instituted the great and beneficent policy of providing for education 
in the northwest by the donation of public lands. 

The readers of Ohio history may follow that band of soldier pioneers 
from their landing at Marietta, in 1788, through their block-house dis- 
oipline, their pioneer privations, their border skirmishings, down to their 
final triumph of success and prosperity. Ours is another labor. 

The University Townships were located by Gen. Putnam, in 1795, 
ere yet the settler's axe had rung its echoes within a score of miles, 
and with true classic taste, that designed for the seat of the University 
was christened Athens. One of the first acts of the first Territorial 
Legislature, convened in 1799, appointed Eufus Putnam and others to 
select a site and lay off a town. In 1800, their action was confirmed, 
and the town of Athens established. In 1802, a bill passed the Terri- 
torial General Assembly incorporating the American Western Vhiver- 
sity, and appointing Bufus Putnam and others, Trustees. As no action 
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was taken under this bill, in 1804, the Territory in the meantime hay- 
ing become a State, another bill was passed, repealing the former, and 
inoorporating the Ohio University with the following Board of Trus- 
tees, viz : Rufus Putnam, Elijah Backus, Dudley Woodbridge, Ben- 
jamin Tappan, Bazaleel Wells, Nathaniel Massie, Daniel Symmes, Dan- 
iel Story, Samuel Carpenter, James Kilbourne, Griffin Greene and 
Joseph Darlington. The act of incorporation also provided that the 
lanas should be appraised and ieased to occupants in consideration of 
the payment of an annual rent, amounting to six per cent, of the val- 
uation, said lands being subject to a re-valuation at certain stated peri- 
ods thereafter. Accordingly, among the archives of the University we 
find the following: 

"At a meeting of the Trustees of the Ohio University, convened at 
the house of Dr. Eliphaz Perkins, in Athens, on the first Monday in 
June, 1804, the day ordered by his Excellency Edward Tiffin, Esq., 
Governor of the State of Ohio, for the first meeting — present the fol- 
lowing Trustees, viz: His Exc'y Edward l^ffin, Elijah Backus, Eufus 
Putnam, Dudley Woodbridge, Daniel Story, Samuel Carpenter, Jantes 
Kilbourne." 

The house of Dr. Perkins, here referred to, was one of the three or 
four cabins then standing, and built by himself and others, who, in 
1797, had paddled their way up the Hockhocking in canoes, and made 
the first settlement in Athens. The Trustees met serious difficulties on 
the threshhold of their labors. At this early date of American history 
our national inclination to '* squat" had began to manifest itself. Ever 
since the site of the University had been fixed, in 1795, new settlers 
had been coming and " squatting " on the lands, and it required no 
small degree of prudence, firmness and decision, to adjust the claims of 
conflicting parties, and protect the corporation in its rights. The Board 
remained in session some days, surveying and laying out lots, classify- 
ing lands, adjusting claims, etc. 

Here is presented a scene of moral sublimity that we cannot duly 
appreciate. A company of veteran pioneers, laying aside the axe and 
shouldering the musket, traveling on foot or horse 40 to 100 miles 
through the haunts of the deer, panther and bear, to lay the foundation 
of a seat of learning, where the track of the elk and buffalo is still 
seen, and the red man gathers his winter's store. It was not then, as 
now, when a single community may richly endow a college, and fill its 
halls with their own sons and daughters — the only palaces were cabins, 
the currency was skins and game, the high roads were Indian trails 
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and creeks. The revenue waa wholly hypothetical, based on the rents 
of lands as yet nncoltiyated, and tenanted by denizens of the forest 
Such were the auspices with which was held the first meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the Ohio University. Yet there was a future^ 
and for this they wrought 

Instead of waiting for population, the Board early adopted the policy 
of making a population by holding out superior inducements to settlers. 
Accordingly, in 1807, an Academy building was contracted for, and 
the work commenced. In 1808, the Bev. Jacob Lindley was chosen 
Preceptor, and shortly after entered upon his duties. In 1810, the 
Academy was in successful operation. During the next year, 1811, 
an " uncouth, over-grown boy," wood chopper by profession, left his 
clearing and entered the Academy, registering his name Thomas Ewmo. 
At the same time Dr. Hempstead of Portsmouth, Hon. Jacob Parker 
of Mansfield, and others since distinguished, were students. In 1812, 
Mr. Artemas Sawyer, an accomplished Hebrew and classical, as well as 
a fluent French, Spanish, German and Italian scholar, was added to 
the Board of Instruction. In 1815, the first degree of Bachelor of 
Arts awarded in Ohio was conferred on Thomas Ewing, and Judge Par- 
ker of Mansfield, by the Ohio University. 

In 1816, the Trustees, in answer to the imperative demands of the 
University, ventured to lay the comer-stone of the main College, a fine 
three story brick, 50 by 90 feet, now known as the Center College. 
The building cost twenty thousand dollars. As was feared^ pecuniary 
embarrassments followed, which delayed the full organization of the 
University. This, however, was accomplished in 1820. Xfl 1822 we 
find the board of Instruction recorded as follows : 

Kev. James Irwine, A.M., President, and Prof, of Mathematics. 

Joseph Dana, A.M., Prof, of Languages. 

Bev. Jacob Lindley, A.M., Prof, of Bhetoric and Moral Phil. 

Bev. Samuel D. Hoge, A.M., Prof, of Natural Science. 

Henry D. Ward, A.M., Preceptor in the Academy. 

At this time the University was in complete working order in all its 
departments. Literary societies had been organized a few years before, 
and were in the full tide of success. Bespectable Libraries, Cabinets, 
etc., were already formed. On the roll of students were many nabies 
since known and honored in our State and nation. Here, then, seems 
to be a natural period for bringing to a close the early history of the 
Ohio University. We may add with propriety, that the old man, tiie 
patriot soldier, the veteran pioneer, the useful citizen, who nearly forty 
years before had spent an entire night in the entiiusiastio contempla- 
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tion of a western home, with its towns and its cities, its cbnrcbes, its 
schools and its Uniyersity, lived to see his brightest anticipations real- 
ized. Bufas Putnam died at Marietta in 1824, an aged, honored man. 
For the last few years of his life, extreme old age kept him from the 
meetings of the Trustees, yet more than one library shelf bends with 
the weight of his generosity, and more than one case of minerals and 
of antiquities testify to his unabated interest in rearing an institution of 
learning which will ever be a monument to his memory. 

Let us skip a score and half of years, or more. At the time of writ- 
ing, the mighty resources of Southern Ohio are just beginning to be 
developed. Athens county stands among the first for her hidden stores 
of salt, iron and coal. Athens, with her wild, romantic scenery, has 
become a thriving village ; and, although for a quarter of a century cut 
off from advantages enjoyed by more accessible portions of the State, 
her omnibusses now echo to the rattling rail car, and she bids fair to 
recover by industry all that has been lost in time. The College cam- 
pus has been adorned and beautified until it has no equal in the State. 
New and extensive buildings have been erected, furnishing dormitories 
for nearly two hundred students. The libraries have increased to six 
thousand volumes. Philosophical and chemical apparatus have been 
provided amply sufBcient for all demands. The cabinet of shells is 
large. The cabinet of Indian curiosities and antiquities is rich and full. 
The cabinet of minerals is far superior to any other in the West. The 
list of alumni is long and honorable. The board of istruction is full. 
The number of students is greater, and the classes larger, than at any 
former period, and rapidly increasing. 

LIST OV PRESIDENTS. 

(Rev. Jacob Lindley, A.M., Preceptor, from 1808 to 1822.) 

Eev. James Irwine, A.M., from 1822 to 1824. 

Rev. Robert G. Wilson, D.D., from 1824 to 1839. 

Rev. Wm. H. McGuffey, D.D., LL.D., from 1839 to 1843. 

Rev. Alfred Ryors, D.D., from 1848 to 1852. 

Rev. Solomon Howard^ D.D., from 1852. 

PRESENT PACULTT. 

Rev. Solomon Howard, D.D., President, and Professor of Political 
Economy, Intellectual and Moral Philosophy, International and Con- 
stitutional Law. 

Rev. James G. Blair, M.D., D.D., Vice President, and Professor 
of Mineralogy, Chemistry and Geology. 
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William H. Toung, A.M., Professor of Matbematios and Analytical 
Mechanics. 

Ile7. Eobert AUjn, A.M., Professor of Latin and Greek Languages 
and Literature. 

Francis Brown, A.M., Prmcipal of the Grammar School. 

• , Assistant in the Grammar School. 

Frederick Dolmetsch, Teacher of German and Frenfih. 

OALBNDAB FOB 1857-8. 

Fall Term begins Sept. 3, 1857. 

•* " closes Nov. 21, " 

Winter Term begins • • • i Dec. 3, " 

" closes March 9, 1858. 

Spring Term begins March 25, " 

Examination of the Senior Class begins May 24, '' 

Annual Examinations begin • • • .June 17, ** 

Baccalaureate Sermon ** 20, *' 

Anniversary of the Beta Theta Pi Society " 21, " 

Annual meeting of the Board of Trustees ** 22, '' 

Anniversary of the Athenian Society '* 22, '* 

Meeting of the Alumni, Anniversary of the Philoma- 

thian Society, and Commencement. • • • • • ** 28, '* 

w. H. Y. 
Ohio University, Oct^ 1857. 



REPORT ON NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



MADE BY MR. J. OODEN, TO THE STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 



(OONTrMUBD.) 

Fifteenth question. " Do you use any text books on the theory and 
practice of teaching? if so, what are they?" 

Mr. Phelps answers as follows : '* ' Barnard's National Education in 
Europe,' and we intend also to use 'Palmer's Teacher's Manual,' 
'Page's Theory and Practice,' and kindred works. The intention is to 
make education in the various branches a subject of constant study 
during the entire pupilage of the future Teacher in the Normal School. 
We are yet young, being only one year and seven months old. Time 
is required, and means are necessary, fully to equip an establishment 
of this kind." 
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Rhode Tsland answers : '* We use no work as a text-book." 

New York answers : '* Page's Tbeory and Practice, and Lectures." 

Westfield Normal Scbool answers: "For reference, 'Nortbend's 
Teacber and Parent,' ' Page's Tbeory and Practice,' ' Annals of Educa* 
tion,' Common School Journal,' etc." 

Salem : ** "We make more use of ' Emmerson's Scbool and School- 
master ' than attr other ; but we cannot strictly be said to use a text- 
book." 

The difficulty in this particular, we apprehend, is that there is no 
work yet published that has treated the subject of didactics as a science. 
True, we have works in abundance, from which the professional Teacher 
may gather much yaluable knowledge. We have, in fact, the whole 
encyclopedia of science, art and literature, and the unwritten experi- 
ence of the whole profession from which to choose ; but, unfortunately, 
these do not form a very convenient volume, either for reference or study. 
Half a lifetime might be spent in arranging and classifying, before 
anything like an intelligent system could be adopted and put in practice 
by the Teacher. 

But we believe the whole system of Didactics^ general and special, 
is susceptible of a philosophical and systematic classification, and that 
its principles and facts may be studied and applied in the education of 
man, thus giving it what the educational world has long claimed for it, 
a scientific character. 

Sixteenth question. '* Do you regard teaching a science, or an art 
susceptible of being taught like other sciences?" 

Mr. Phelps remarks : '' Education is undoubtedly both a science and 
art. As a science, it investigates and determines the laws which God 
has established to regulate the development of the manifold powers and 
faculties of the human being, considered physically, sociaUt/, intellectu- 
ally and morally. As an art, it applies these laws in the cultivation, 
and as far as possible, to the perfection of man's threefold nature. The 
science of education is to be perfected b^ the same intelligent processes 
of observation, experiment and induction as other sciences. The Teach- 
er should be both a philosopher and an artist — the school his laboratory, 
80 to speak. 

Rhode Island answers: '* Yes; as much as Law, Medicine or Di- 
vinity." 

Mr. Cochran, of New York, says : ** I cannot answer in space of two 
lines without danger of being misapprehended." See 15th interrog. 

Mr. Dickinson, from Westfield, answers : '*As a science, the princi- 
ples of which may be taught, and the best modes of applying them." 
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Mr. Edwards, from Salem, says : ^^Ido emphcUicaUffTegiKtd teaddng 
a science and an art, susceptible of being taught like other sciences/' 
Now, upon the proper interpretation of this question, and the decis- 
ion we pass upon it, seems to rest the whole issue as to the practicabil- 
ity and importance of Normal Schools. For, if there is no such thing 
as the ** Science of Education," or " Art of Teaching," or even admit- 
ting there is such a science or art, in a vague sense, but that its princi- 
ples are equally well developed in the Common Schooror College, then 
surely there would be no necessity for Normal Schools. They would 
only rank, in such a case, with the Academy and the College ; and 
that they have, in too many instances, assumed this character, is too 
evident. But this only proves that they have thus far departed from 
their proper sphere, thereby giving occasion for the reproaches of their 
enemies. But because they have thus failed in a few instances, proves 
no more than what might be alleged against any other system or science, 
or indeed, against any other school ; since the objection lies not against 
the system itself, but against its maladministration ; for who would 
think of condemning the whole system of education because, forsooth, 
it has been abused, or had even failed to accomplish all it proposes? 
And yet those who pronounce against education as a science, or take 
grounds against philosophical means for developing it — as the Normal 
School proposes — are guilty of a similar inconsistency. 

But then does the objector take ground against the the Normal 
School, contending that the Academy, Common School or College, 
accomplishes all that is desirable in a professional preparation ? Bui 
then again, he subjects himself to a still worse difficulty : for admitting 
it to be a distinct science, as all must, no one would claim that its dis- 
tinctive features would be developed without means for such develop- 
ment, any more than the science of Anatomy and Physiology would be 
developed by the study of Chemistry ; or that a good practical physi- 
cian would be made by simply passing the student through the collegi- 
ate course. 

But again : will he take the ground that, when all the sciences are 
taught, then that of teaching will be taught also ? This sounds like 
begging the question, or, at least, an unfair assumption. But, if it is 
meant by this position to include teaching as a distinct science, then 
we readily grant it. But what are the facts in the case ? Are there 
any Colleges or institutions of any grade in the land, in which the sci- 
ence of teaching is made a distinct study ? I^one, we believe, except 
the Normal School. And since there are none, why not establish some 
at once, or engraft such a feature upon the college course ? 
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But time and space will not allow the discussion of this question at 
length here. Indeed it is unnecessary. Suffice it to say, that the 
opinion that there is a science of education, and an art of teaching, is 
fast gaining ground. Indeed it has become almost universal. Normal 
Schools, therefore, are fast taking rank with our best institutions. 
They are fast becoming what they are surely destined to become — the 
head of our system of popular education. 

Seventeenth question. ** Can you make your school strictly profes- 
sional? Is this desirable?" 

Mr. Phelps answers : " A Normal School properly conducted will be 
strictly professional. If it be not such, it fails of its object. But by 
* strictly professional,' it is not to be understood that literary and scien- 
tific training is to be ignored. Among the most effective modes for 
teaching the art of teaching, is that of actually carrying the student 
over and through the subject which jou would have him learn to teach, 
in such a way as best to illustrate the true principles which are to guide 
his own practice. The fundamental condition of success with every 
Teacher is, that he must himself know and understand that which he 
would have others know. The best mode of teaching an apprentice 
how to make a shoe would be to go through the process with him. 
And so of the art of teaching." 

Ehode Island^ writes : *' We are obliged to give much instruction in 
the subjects to be taught, even in the Common School branches ; yet 
try to make the school as strictly professional as possible. I would 
make it strictly so if it were in my power." 

New York answers : '* JVo," but seems to think it desirable. 

Mr, Dickinson, of Westfield, says : *' We cannot, but consider it 
very desirable." 

Mr. Edwards, of Salem, says: ''We cannot, because our students, 
when admitted, are not sufficiently prepared." 

It is needless, perhaps, to quote further on this point. It is almost 
the universal opinion that Normal Schools should be strictly professional. 
But such is the imperfection of the literary attainments of those apply- 
ing for admission, that so far as our own experience has gone, it has 
been found impracticable. We have generally managed, however, to 
form one class, embracing some forty or fifty of the more advanced, 
and made our instruction in that class strictly professional by lectures 
and practice in the Model School. At the same time, however, these 
students were pursuing their studies in the several branches of science. 

(2b he Continued,') 
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€ommttmcatton0^ 



MORAL TEACHING. 



Have Teachers the true faith in the *' Holy Writings," and the coui^ 
age to habitually teach from them as they should? We give the re- 
flections of a township school clerk. 

*' We cannot look upon the ruddy-faced little ones in the school 
room, without many speculative questions arising in our mind with ref- 
erence to their future destiny. How many, by diligent application, 
will fill the expectations of fond and anxious parents ? how many will 
go down to early graves in the spotless purity of childish innocence? 
how many will lead a blameless life, beloved by all who know them 
while living, and mourned by all who knew them when dead ? how 
many will live to become active and useful citizens, ornaments and 
blessings to the society in which they are placed? how many with 
truth and honesty on their side, will struggle manfully along life's rug- 
ged path, yielding not to temptation, and faltering not at the obstacles 
to be overcome ? and oh I the important question — how many will lay 
up treasure where moth and rust doth not corrupt, relying for support 
in the hour of trouble on Him who is able and mighty to save ? and 
will bigoted sectarians claim the exclusive privilege of dictating and 
directing in this mighty interest, with which the present and future 
happiness of youth is so intimately and inseparably connected ? Is no 
man qualified to teach or inculcate that system of sound morality, which, 
emanating from a divine source, is the true handmaid of religion, with- 
out first subscribing to the tenets of some particular sect ? must the 
sacred volume be excluded from the daily reading of these youth be- 
cause the Teacher is not a professing religionist ? Would not such a 
course produce a narrow, prejudiced zeal, not according, to knowledge— 
a mistaken sense of religious duty, utterly destitute of that charity 
which vaunteth not itself and is not puffed up ? But taking another 
train, and turning to the little ones individually, the interest will in- 
crease as we consider the probable strength of the various passions with 
which they are, for a wise purpose, endowed by nature, and the moral 
force necessary to control them. Peering into the shadowy future, we 
see this one a practical farmer, that one an intelligent mechanic, these 
eminent in some of the useful professions, those pushing out as hardy 
pioneers, to become the first pillars of the social fEibrio in some young 
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and growing State. The small boy, with mild expressive oountenance, 
now oarefuUy conning his simple lesson^ may yet be the humble, but 
fervent messenger of heaven, whose earnest impassioned eloquence will 
plead the cause of suffering, sinful man at the throne of grace. And 
who knows but the meek little gu*l, now in childish accents reading 
aloud, may live to tread the missionary path along the Ganges and teach 
the Hindoo in his native home the sublime truths of that divine religion 
whose power is more potent, even on the savage idolator, than all the 
barbarous force a mighty Empire can command. Great is the responsi- 
bility of parent and Teacher ; they form this plastic material, and in so 
doing they mould the future destiny of our happy land and its heaven- 
bom institutions. If false views mar, and vicious habits destroy future 
usefulness, it will be the result of bad example and a want of proper 
training. Let no Teacher think himself acquitted when the daily 
course of study is accomplished : no, bis work is scarcely commenced 
^- forming correct habits, developing natural talents, making ardent, 
active, healthy, independent thinkers, instead of weakly, servile imi- 
tators — all this forms but a part of his study. Let no parent think his 
part of this great work done, when he sends his children to school ; let 
bim aid the Teaoher, have a tacit understanding with him on everything 
relative to the child's interest, assist in choosing the right kind of 
School Directors, and visit t^e school to see its working for himself. 
And the School Director I Legislative enactments point out his duty ; 
and with uplifted hand he swears to perform it — let him beware who 
trifles with an oath — to him are committed the interests of educadon 
in his district, and woe to tbe children of those who sustain him in the 
negligent, careless performance of hia duty ; they will reap the bitter 
fruits when it is too late to remedy the evil. Let the Director aid the 
Teacher in every judicious effort, support him with his legal authority 
when necessary, encouraging and gently enforcing regularity of attend- 
ance, visiting the schools ofierif and seeing for himself that aU is right ; 

all of this the law and his oath require, ''bhabon." 

SharonviUe, O., Oct., 1857. 



— Sweat is the destiny of all trades, whether of brows or of the mind. God 
never allowed anj man to do nothing. How miserable is the condition of those 
men who spend the time as if it were given them, and not lent; as if hoars were 
waste creatures, and such as should never be accounted or. 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



When Samuel Lewis was Saperintendent of Schools in Ohio, he 
advocated' most earnestly the appointment of County Superintendents. 
His arguments were repeated by Secretaries of State, who subsequently 
were the superintendents of the School Department for Ohio. In 1845 
a law was passed giving counties the privilege of electing School 
Superintendents. Only one county (Ashtabula) practically availed 
itself of the privilege. The appeals and arguments of Mr. Lewis, and 
his successors in office, were widely circulated in Pennsylvania and 
other States ; and in Pennsylvania, at least, had more permanent influ- 
ence than in Ohio. Counties in that State now elect school superin- 
tendents and fix their pay. In some counties the salaries are liberal. 
Ohio should practice what her best policy dictates. c. 



* • » • > 



illati)entattcal department. 



PROF. W. H. TOUNO, ATHBNS» B I) I T O B . 



[All commnnications for this Department should be addressed to the Editor, 
Ohio University, Athens, 0. ; and to be in time, mast be mailed by the first of 
the month preceding that in which they are expected to appear.] 

SOLUTIONS OP QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN SEPTEMBER. 



No. 15. There are three rectangular blocks of marble, all of the 
same shape, which is such that they may be placed together, so as to 
make a similar joint block. The largest is eight inches long. How 
long is the joint block ? 

Solution by A. A. K. — As the blocks are similar, we may sup- 
pose the two smaller to be equal, and together equal to the largest. 
Therefore, these two may be joined into one of the same shape and 
equal to the largest, and with it would constitute a similar joint block. 
Now, as the joint block will be double the large, 8 in. block, and as 
the contents of similar solids are as the cubes of their homologous edges, 
we have the proportion 1 : 2 : : (8)^ : oj^, whence x = 10.07936, the 
length of the joint block. 
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No. 16. Find three series of perfect squares, any term of the first 
of which shall be the sum or difference of the corresponding terms of 
the other two. 

Solution by A. Schutlbr. — Let a*, h' and a* -\-b^, be the first 
terms, respectively, of the three series. Since a* + ^* , by the condi- 
tions, must be a perfect square, its square root will be some whole num- 
ber greater than b. Therefore, let /a^ + 5* = ^ -j- n, which gives 

a^ — n^ a» — 1 

h =! — o • To simplify the problem, let n = 1 ; then h = — 5 — . 

a^ — 1 , 
But by hypothesis h is entire; hence — 5 — ^ entire : therefore, 

a^ — 1 is even, ond consequently a is odd. Hence if, of any odd num- 

a' — l 
ber, a be the square root of the first term of the first series, h = — 5 — 

will be the square root of the first term of the second series, and 

^a^ -f- b^ will be the square root of the first term of the third series. 
« « « « « jl^ ^m \yQ found, ,on trial, that the problem admits of 
an indefinite number of solutions. For a full discussion of a similar 
problem, I would refer to page 887 of vol. Ill, Ohio Journal of Ed. 

No. 17. Suppose the diameter of the upper base of the frustrum of 
a cone to be 20 in., that of the lower base 28 in., and the altitude 40 
in., what will be the perpendicular distance between the lower base and 
a parallel plane, dividing the solid into two equivalent frustra ? 

Solution by Jos. Turnbull. — Let x = the radius of the circle in 

the dividing plane. Then since the altitude and the difference of the 

radii of the bases are as 10 : 1, we have 10 (14 — x) = required alti- 

. . , *.10(14 — a;).^ 
tude. Then, from known pnnoiples, g X 

(143_|.14x + a;2)=*^ (14^ + 14 X 10 + 10« ) -r- 2, one of the 

partial frustra, by the conditions, being equivalent to one-half the given 
frustrum. Hence we find x = 12.32 +, and 10 (14 + x) = 16.7 in., 
which was required. 

Acknowledgments. — ^No. 15 was solved by A. Schuyler, James 
McClung, A. A. K., and E. Adamson; No. 16, by A. Schuyler, Jo- 
seph Turnbull, E. Adamson, James McClung, and J. S. Burnham; 
No. 17, by Joseph Turnbull, E. Adamson, A. Schuyler, James Mc- 
Clung, and James Rutherford. A solution to No. 14, by J. N. Cald- 
well, arrived one day too late for acknowledgment last month. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 



From Annual Report of £. £. White, Sap*t of Portsmouth Schools. 

The High School is the crowniDg department of our schools — the 
oapstone of the pyramid. It, however, not only surmounts and adorns 
the system, but it imparts strength, energy and vitality to it. It has 
been remarked that a High School is worth more in its influence upon 
the lower schools than all it costs, independent of the advantages 
received by its actual pupils. All experience attests the truth of this 
statement. The influence of a properly conducted High School perme- 
ates all the other schools, causing greater thoroughness, more regular 
attendance, and more exemplary conduct. It stimulates the teachers 
to greater exertions and vigilance, by exhibiting the results of their 
methods and labors in close proximity. It also secures greater uni- 
formity of instruction in the lower grades of school. To the scholars 
in the lower classes it presents a strong and constant stimulus, exciting 
a desire for promotion and awakening a laudable emulation. Its influ- 
ence upon the scholars of the Grammar Schools, in promoting diligence 
in study and correctness of deportment, is immediate and powerful. It 
offers a strong inducement to parents to continue their children in 
school, even at a little sacrifice, until they are qualified for an honorable 
promotion to the highest educational advantages of the children of their 
neighbors. 

The organization of a successful High School is always followed by 
a large increase in the number of scholars in attendance upon the Ipwer 
schools. It becomes a center of influence, imparting dignity and repu- 
tation to the entire school system. 

The value of this department, however, does not consist wholly, or 
primarily, in its reflex influence upon the lower schools. It possesses 
within itself great merits and advantages. The demand for &cilities 
to acquire a higher education is now imperative. The advantages and 
benefits flowing from such culture are numerous and evident CoUeges, 
Seminaries and High Schools exist wherever intelligence and refinement 
are valued. The great merit of the Public High School is, that it 
presents these high advantages, gratuitously and as a right, to all 
classes of the community. Its chief honor is, that many of those who 
are in it prepared for an enlarged usefulness would, but for its exist- 
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ence, have entered upon the duties of life with nothing further than 
the mere rudiments of knowledge. ''It takes the children of the 
people and sends them out into life, endowed with such eminent 
advantages of education that they will he a hlessing to society, adorning 
their yarious pursuits with intelligence, enriching them with discoveries, 
elevating and equalizing the rank and respectability of their widely 
different occupations, making industry honorable, and securing to labor 
its proper dignity." * 

The utility of the High School is further evinced in its permanency. 
It has oftentimes cost great effort to effect its organization, but when 
once a part of the public school system, it becomes as fixed as the very 
system itself. Its success silences all opposition and converts its 
enemies into advocates. 

In order that the High School Department may possess these 
advantages and exert this influence in a high degree, it must be 
properly organized and wisely conducted. 

1. In the first place, it must be adapted to the system of which it 
forms a part. In small cities and towns it must either contain a limited 
number of scholars, or its standard of admission must be low. The 
number and qualifications of the scholars annually admitted must 
depend upon the number and efficiency of the lower schools. 

2. The course of study should secure a continuance and thorough 
completion of the work commenced in the departments below. If the 
standard of admission is low, the course of study should adapt itself 
accordingly. The attempt to put little boys and girls, that have not 
yet entered their teens, over a severe College curriculum, is a fatal 
error. Thoroughness in the common branches of study is the basis 
upon which alone a higher education can be successfully built. To 
plaster over an indifferent or superficial elementary scholar with a thin 
coating of Geology, geometry, Chemistry and Astronomy — after the 
manner of those who convert wooden houses into stone — and then call 
the result a higher education, is a serious sham. 

3. The examinations for admission should always be conducted in the 
most thorough and impartial manner. Scholars should feel that, to 
pass this ordeal successfully, is the reward of diligence and assiduous 
exertions in their studies. Let the impression creep into the lower 
schools that the examination is a " mere form," that a certain number of 
seats must be filled, or that scholars can slip in upon the general merits 
of their class, and the reflex influence of the High School is practically 

• President Board of Eduoation, New York aty. 
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destroyed. Then, too, the success of the school, and the highest 
interests of the very scholars promoted, require a rigid adherence to 
the standard of admission, whatever it may be. Better let half of the 
seats in the High School be empty, than oblige scholars to enter classes 
and pursue studies for which they are not prepared. 



INTUITIONAL INSTRUCTION. 



These questions and answers should be carefully studied, and the full 
force of the language understood, and the instruction put in practice. 

Dr. Wimmer has translated, for Barnard's Journal of Education, an 
interesting Catechism on Methods of Teaching, from Diesterweg's Year 
Book for 1866-6. 

That portion which treats of Intuitional Instruction we quote : 

1. What is the object of Intuitional Instruction ? 

To prepare the child, who has just entered the Primary School, for 
formal school instruction. 

2. What is therefore its external position in the course of instruction? 
It forms, as it were, the bridge from the liberty of home life to the 

regular discipline of the school; it is, in regard to instruction, an inter- 
mediate between home and school. 

8. What is to be effected by it? 

The children are to learn to see and to hear accurately, to be atten- 
tive, to govern their imaginations, to observe, to keep quiet, and to 
speak distinctly and with the right emphasis. 

4. With what objects must this preparatory education deal ; having 
in view a "formal aim," but no acquisition of knowledge? 

Perceptible or perceived object ; hence its name. It has a two-fold 
meaning ; real observation by the senses — especially. by eye and ear^ 
and such management by the Teacher, that the objects, their qualities 
and conditions, are made vivid interior perceptions. 

5. By what do we know that its end is attained ? 

By the whole appearance of the children, and particularly by their 
correct and proper speech and pronunciation, which cannot be valued 
too highly from the first beginning. 

6. What is the beginning of this instruction ? 

After a conversation about father and mother, to gain their confi- 
dence, and after some directions concerning the mode of answering and 
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behaving in the sohool room, the first thing is to observe the room and 
its contents. The pnpil is to be made aoqnainted with all around him ; 
ho most learn to see, to name, and describe exactly, all objects in the 
room. 

7. What must be chiefly attended to from the first day ? 

A clear, emphatic statement in complete sentences ; thus, what sort 
of thing is this ? This thing is a chair, etc. 

A comprehensive view of all qualities observed in an objoet, at the 
conclusion of each exercise. This is of the greatest importance in all 
instruction. 

8. What is the second step ? 

Observation of the whole school, school-house, road, village or town, 
in their external qualities. 

9. The third ? 

Observation of some of the animals in the place, and of man. 

10. What next? 

This depends upon circumstances. In general, it may be said, that 
the result of this instruction may be secured by from four to six houra 
a week during the first year. The duller children are, the longer it 
must be continued. It may be further extended to the trees and the 
plants of the neighborhood, the trades and employments of the people 
in the place, clouds, weather, wind, fire, water, sun, moon, stars, etc. ; 
in short, to all objects accessible to real observation. Accurate con tern* * 
plation, or description of models of mathematical bodies, may also be 
very advantageous. The Teacher should draw the streets and houses 
of the place before the eyes of the pupils on the blackboard. 

Of the greatest importance, we may repeat, is the way in which the 
children speak and pronounce. A Teacher who is unmindful of this, 
prepares trouble for his whole professsional career. The Teacher will 
show his skill in the suitable choice of objects, and especially in the 
varied and attractive treatment of them. Less depends upon the 
selection of what is to be discussed, than on the way in which the 
attention of the children is secured. If the proverb, "everyway is 
good except the tiresome," be true any where, it is true here. As soon 
as the children get tired, the subject must be dropped. Success de- 
pends entirely on the activity of the children. This is true indeed of 
all teaching, but preeminently so where knowledge and technical abil- 
ity are not aimed at, but only an awakening of the slumbering faculties, . 
a "formal" end. Attention, liveliness, a desire to observe, and tO' 
answer, etc., are the measures for judging of suocess. 

23 . • 
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SCHOOLS — MANAGEMENT — RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 



The Prairie Farmer, Chicago, copied our article " Opening of a School in the 
Morning," from the May number, saying it was appropos there ; and prefaced 
its republication with the following remarks : 

The school room and its duties may be made attractive — ^more attractive than 
most school rooms are, if the ingenuity and tact of the Teacher^ are exercised. 
Novelties are always pleasant to the young mind. Excitement of a proper char- 
acter, and with a proper aim, always brightens eyes, transforms soar, inattent- 
ive faces, to happy, eager, attentive ones, and the child's mind thus stimulated 
grasps, almost instinctively, what before it seemed incapable to comprehend. 
Music, declamation, chants, reading in concert^ spelling ditto, spelling by sounds, 
black-board exercises of all sorts, diagrams, simple drawing lessons, etc., etc, 
to relieve the monotony of study, are attended with the best results. A Teacher 
must think of these things and prepare something novel each day.. If the chil- 
dren expect it, their attendance will be regular, and they will be prompt and 
wide awake. 

Are the scholars stupid ? So is the Teacher. The fault is generally with yon, 
Teacher, for if it were not so, you would, long ere this, have invented some plan 
by which to have stimulated to action the capabilities of that dirty -faced urchin. 
He hcu got it in him — no mistake about it, and If you do not ** break the crust,' 
'* peel off the bark," " soften the shell," and let the sunlight in, you are responsi- 
ble for the hidden treasure, and for its disuse — are not qualified to teach — have 
mistaken your calling — better dismiss your school at once. But do not be dis- 
couraged if you fail in the first effort. There will be other opportunities, and 
other means to employ. Be vigilant. • 

**lcanU do this sum, Miss R , I have tried, and tried again, and it don't 

come out right." ** Try again." Speak it kindly and encouragingly. Speak it 
firmly. Let the child understand you have confidence in his ability to overcome 
obstacles. 

But our otject was simply to call attention to the fact that religions exercises 
are not only important and essential, but an actual benefit to the mind — ^giving 
it direction, and rendering the scholar earnest, honest, respectftil and teachable. 
There is no person capable of conducting a school^ who wiU not <uk God*8 direction 
first I The Teacher's relation to the pupil demands this. 



— It is not intellect alone that we require in the schoolmaster. He may know 
all the ics and ologies, and be after all unfitted for his duties. As a matter of the 
first importance, a Teacher should manifBst in all his teaching, and in his whole 
personal life and conversation, a deep conviction of the power and efficacy of 
religious principles; to form the mind and character of an immortal being by 
the development of every principle of good, and the repressing of every tenden- 
cy to evil; to foster habits of purity, of industry, of honesty, of contentment, 
and, as the root of all, to lead him to the love and fear of God, is the first great 
duty of the school teacher of the present day. 

— Knowledge is prond that he has learned so much ; Wisdom is humble (hat 
he knows no more. 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL LAW. 



BT THE 8TATB OOMlilSBIONEB OV OOUHON SCHOOLS. 



QuBSTiON 6. (S.) If directors furnish a Teacher with a set of written roles, 
and he gains the disapprobation of some parents by trying to carry them into^ 
effect, have the directors power to close the school before the term expires ? 
Or, if a Teacher is discharged while he is complying with the reasonable require- 
ments of the directors, can he not recover pay for the full term, according to the . 
article of agreement ? 

Answbb. Inquiries similar to the above, are frequently received at this office. 
Sec. 6 of the general School Law, makes it the duty of the school directors " to 
employ Teachers, « « « and to dismiss any Teacher, at any time, for suoh 
reasons as they may deem sufficient." 

Section 11, of "An Act to amend, and supplementary to an act, entitled *an 
act to provide for the reorganization, supervision and maintenance of Common 
Schools/ passed March 4, 1853," dated April 17, 1857, provides that *' If the direc- 
tors of any sub district dismiss any Teacher for any frivolous or insufficient rea- 
son, such Teacher may bring suit against such sub* district, and if, on the trial 
of the cause, a judgment be obtained against the sub-district, the directors 
thereof shall certify to the Clerk of the Board the sum so found due, and he 
shall issue an order to the person entitled thereto, upon the township treasurer, 
to pay the same out of any money in his hands belonging to said sub-district, 
and applicable to the payment of Teachers. In such suits, process may be sevt« 
ed upon the the clerk of the sub-district, and)servioeapon.him shall be sufficient.^' 

These provisions are so clear and explicit as to render explanations unnecetf- 
sary. Directors have power to dismiss a Teacher fbr sucb reasons as thep may 
deem sufficient. But should the court before which the Teacher should bring 
suit, deem these reasons "frivolous or insufficient,** such Teacher can recover 
such an amount as the court shall Judge to be just and proper. Whether this 
amount, in any case, shall be the same as the *' pay fbr the fhll term, according 
to the article of agreement," will, doubtless, depend upon the facts pertaining 
to each litigated case. 

Competent and worthy Teachers are liable to be dismissed by incompetent 
and unworthy directors. But such cases will be exceedingly ravew The chief 
danger in regard to this matter is that worthless Teachers will be suffisred to con* 
t inue in charge of schools, when both justice and mercy demand that they 
should be dismissed from an employment for which they are utterly nnqnalifled. 
Because a Teacher has obtained a eertifloate flrom a Board of Examiners, it 
does not of necessity follow that he is competent to take charge of the instrae- 
tion of children and youth. In practical knowledge, tact and discretion, the 
directors may find him to be so deficient as to render his dismission their imper- 
ative duty. In such a case, the Teacher could not, and should not recover dam- 
ages. 

Question 7. (S.) Some two years since, the Board of Exainlners for — 
county, granted a certificate of qualifications for teaching school to a certafn 
young man of said county* He sustained the examination with great credit to 
himself, and gave satisfactory evidence of an excellent moral character. But 
upon triid, he failed in regard to government. He could not preserve due order 
i n the school room, and before the time for which he had been engaged had ex- 
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pired, he was dismissed by the directors. He sabseqaently engaged in another 
school, and although he continaed till the dose of ^is engagement, he fkiled to 
maintain order, and the school was of little or no utility to those who attended it. 

A few weeks since, he applied to be examined for another certificate, which 
the Board reftised to grant, on the ground of his repeated failures in goTeming 
his pupils. Are the Examiners Justifiable for this refusal ? 

Answer. Host certainly they are. Scholarship and moral character are not 
the only requisites required of Teachers. No qualifications are of higher im- 
portance than the ability to maintain due order in the school room. 

Some young Teachers may fUl for one term in goyeming a school, but after 
that experience, achieve satisfactory success as disciplinarians. For a single 
failure of this kind, they should not be rejected. But when it becomes a settled 
point that candidates are particularly deficient in the matter of gOTemment, 
they should be rejected by the Board. 

Examiners need exercise discretion in deciding such cases. 

A. SICYTH, Commistioner, 



AN ALPHABET FOB BEGINNERS, ON THE BEGINNING OF EACH 

MONTH. 



• Above all rules observe this. Honesty is the best policy. 
Be Just to others, that you may be Just to yourself. 
Cut your coat according to your cloth. 
Desperate cuts must have desperate cures. 
Enough is as good as a feast 
Fair and softly go surely far. 
Gentility, without ability, is worse than beggary. 
Half a loaf is better than no bread. 
Idle folks take the most pains. 
Jokes are as bad coin to all but the Jocular. 

Keep your business and conscience well, and they will keep you welL 
Live and let live ; that is, do as you would be done by. 
Misunderstandings are best prevented by pen and ink. 
Never take credit; and, as much as possible, avoid giving it. 
Out of debt, out of danger. 

Passion will master you, if you do not master your passion. 
Quick at meat, quick at work. 
Revenge a wrong by forgiving it 
Short reckonings make long friends. 
The early bird catches the worm. 
Un mannerliness is not impolite as over politeness. 
Venture not all you have at once. 
Wade not in unknown waters. 

. 'Xamine your accounts and your conduct every night 
You may find your worst enemy or best friend in yourself. 
Zealously keep down littie expenses, and you will not incur large ones. 
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3. The pleasant breese was here. 
It whisper'd every hour, 
And held me in its power, 
Light tossing in the air. 



4. We fade as all else must; 
No more the birds are calling, 
The flowers and leaves are falling; 
To-morrow we are dost. 
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(Sbitorial Sltpartment. 



SOCIAL SYMPATHY— READING PARTIES. 



Mr9. Swisshelm says, in her Letters to Country Girls, '*it is yery nfttnral for 
people to like to go to parties ; and it is very right" Now every neighborhood 
in the country, towns and villages, should get up a little party to meet once a 
week, first at one neighbor's house, then at another's. Let all dress to look as 
well as possible; and those who are hosts for the evening, have some nice 
refreshments. Let old and young come, for an old people's party, or yoong 
people's party, is too stiff and silly; and when you meet at your party, read. 
Let the lady whose house it is in, ask whomsoever she thinks best, to read; or 
regularly by turns. Any thing ftinny, or any thing good you find through the 
week, take along and read it there. Laugh at one another's mistakes, and when 
any word occurs that any one present does not understand, let him or her ask 
about it. If no one knows it, hunt for it in a dictionary; or let every one write 
it down, take it home and find out the meaning before next evening's meeting. 

Nothing is more agreeable than one of these reading parties. It accustoms 
all to reading aloud ; and what is more pleasant in a country home in long eve- 
nings, than talking with the great and good of all ages? We intend beginning 
these reading parties in our neighborhood in a week or two, and more ** fun" is 
expected than you can find in one of your stiff parties, where you have all to sit 
like a row of cups and saucers on a dresser, looking at one another in mute 
despair, and afraid to move for fear you may get broke, or else play " Dear 
Sister Phoebe," or dance until the perspiration rolls down your cheeks, as if you 
had been carrying melted metal at a furnace. Try a reading party, and make 
it a rale never to read any long article, and never to get angry fbr being 
laughed at." 

School teachers, male and female, might be leading spirits in this enterprise; 

and we shall charge them nothing for the suggestion, but if they, in these happy 

and profitable assemblages, fill up one of the subscription papers of the Ohio 

Journal of Education, at their successive ^ Beading Parties," they will much 

gratify the Editor, who hopes that the Journal may furnish many happy topics, 

ranging 

"From llyelj to gerere." 

In large towns and cities, social and literary reiinions have been fbrmed that 
have been [of lasting improvement, and of historic interest Prof. Mansfield 
speaks of such, held in Cincinnati, at the hospitable mansion of Dr. Drake, 
which possessed all the charms of information, genius, wit and kindness. He 
gives us this lively picture, from memory, of these social meetings: 

" The Doctor's plan of entertainment and instruction was peculiar. It was to 
avoid the rigidity and awkwardness of a mere literary party, and yet to keep the 
mind of the company occupied with questions for discussion, or topics for read- 
ing and composition. Thus the conversation never degenerated into mere 
gossip, nor was it ever forced into an unpleasant and unwilling gravity. We 
used to assemble early — about half-past seven — and when fully collected, the 
Doctor, who was the acknowledged chairman, rung his little bell for general 
attention. This caused no constraint, but simply brought us to a common point, 
which was to be the topic of the evening. Sometimes this was appointed before- 
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liMid, BometiiiMi It ATOM oat of what was tald or proposed on the oeeasion. 
Some erenings compositions were read on topics selected at tbe last meeting.- 
On other erenings nothing was read, and the time was passed in a general dis- 
cussion of some Interesting question. Occaslonall j a piece of poetry or a stoiy 
came in, to diversify and enliven the conversation. These, however, were rather 
interludes, than parts of the general plan, whose main object was the discussions 
of interesting questions belonging to society, literature, education and religion. 

^ The 8al](f ects were always of the snggestive or problematic kind, so that the 
ideas were fTesh, the debate animated, and the utterance of opinions fhink and 
spontaneous. There, in that little circle of ladies and gentlemen, I have heard 
many of the questions which have since occupied the public mind, talked over 
with an ability and a fhllness of information which is seldom possessed by 
larger and more authoritative bodies. To the members of that circle, tiiese 
meetings and discussions were invaluable. They were excited to think deeply 
of what the many think but superficially. They heard tbe ringof the Doctor's 
bell with the pleasure of those who delight in the communion of spirits, and 
revel in intellectual wealth. 

" Nor was that meeting an unimportant affair; for nothing can be unimport- 
ant which directs minds whose influence spreads over a country ; and such were 
here. I do not say what impressions they received ; bat I know that persons 
were assembled there, in pleasant converse, such as seldom meet in one place^ 
and who since, going out into the world, have signalised their names in the 
annals of letters, science and benevolence. I shall violate no propriety by 
naming some of them, for those I shall name have been long known to tbe 
public Dr. Drake was himself the head of the circle, whose suggestive mind 
fiimished topics for others, and was ever ready to incite their energies and 
enliven their flagging conversation. General Edward King (father of Rufos 
King, President of Cincinnati School Board) was another, who, in spirit, man- 
ners and elocution, was a superior man, having the dignity of the old school, 
with the life of the new. His wife, since Mrs. Peters, and widely known for her 
active benevolence, and as the founder of the Philadelphia School of Design, and 
the Cincinnati Ladies* Picture Gallery, contributed several interesting articles 
for the circle, and was a most instructive member. Judge James Hall, then 
editor of the Western Monthly Magazine, whose name is known both in Europe 
and America, was also there. Professor Stowe, unsurpassed in biblical learning, 
and the person to whom we, in Ohio, are indebted for a valuable Report on the 
Prussian Public Schools, contributed his share to the conversation. Miss Har- 
riet Beecher, now Mrs. Stowe, was just beginning to be known for her literary 
abilities, and about that time contributed several of her best stories to the press 
She was not a ready talker, but when she spoke or wrote, showed both the 
strength and the humor of her mind. Her sister. Miss Catharine Beecher, so 
well known for her labors and usefulness in the cause of female edncatiou, and, 
recently, for the physical improvement of girls by means of Callisthenics, was 
a more easy and fluent conversationist. Indeed, few people have more talent to 
entertain a company, or keep the ball of conversation going» than Miss Beecher ; 
and she was as willing as she was able. 

"Conspicuous, both in i)erson and manners, was itfrs. Cktroline Lee iZeats, 
(recently deceased,) whom none saw without admiring. She was what the world 
calls charming, and though since better known as an authoress, was personally 
quite remark able. She and her highly educated husband, a man on some sob. 
jects quite learned, but of such retiring habits as hid him from the public viewt 
were then keeping a popular female seminary in Cincinnati. They were among 
the most active and interesting members of our coterie." 
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Theie redtals hare been preseoted ai hints to the teachen of the State of 
Ohio, in hopes that circles of a similar character may continue to be formed, 
whererer genial materials can be aggregated. It is not all of life merely to 
accumulate* accumulate, study, study, and become book»wonns and recluses. 
Teachers are fitted for society, and the above illustrations show the influence of 
social sympathy in dcTeloping individual minds. 

Dr. Albert Pickett, one of the most distinguished teachers of the West, 
counted among his pupils a number of the most gifted and most useful men of 
New York, where he taught in early life. The Professor adds, *' If the history of 
Literature and Science be ever Justly and philosophically written, it will be 
found that they owe more to the social facuUies qfman, than man owes to them* 
It is in the collision of minds that the fire of genius is struck out. It is in the 
communion of spirits that there bursts out from the cloud those flashings of s 
light within, which gives us a momentary glance at what the spirit was befbre 
darkness passed over Eden. It it the mutual hints, the continual inquiries, the 
accretions A'om other minds, the brilliant thought gradually elaborated, and the 
suggestions of excited imagination, which make up the beautiful woof of litera- 
ture and the brightest inventions of science. The solitary student may work 
hard and well, but at last, unexcited by new suggestions and unsupported by 
kindly praise, he droops upon his wing and tires of his lonely flight ! " 

And on the importance of the communion of nonprofessional minds with our 
teachers in social gatherings, he continues: — **I have observed that, while all 
trades and professions need, fbr certain purposes, associations within them- 
selves, yet in those associations they never rise above themselves. It all smells 
of the shop. To improve individually, or to elevate a class, there must be the 
communion of various minds. There must be ideas from without as well as 
within. The human spirit, like a plant, needs a genial soil, and draws nutriment 
Arom the whole atmosphere. To nurture it with only one element, and cast it 
off from all its natural surroundings, is to dwarf its growth, and while it may be 
perfect of its kind, is to render that kind below the magnitude and elevation to 
which it might have aspired." 



— Let it be the suttject of immediate attention of Teachers, Boards of Edi- 
cation and Boards of Examiners, to hunt up, arrange and make available for 
winter reading, the books sent last year and year preceding to each eounty for 
a Common School Library. Winter is coming on. 

— Night Schools should now be prepared for. In Cincinnati there is not only 
ample provision for Primary and Grammar night schools, but a night High 
School and School of Design. Prepare instruction at night where practicable, fbr 
those detained from day schools. 

— Ohio Graded Schools are now so well conducted, that children, instead of 
being sent abroad to school, are kept at home to receive the formation of their 
early habits under the Buckeye roof, by the parents who are most concerned 
in having them twined with all the affectionate sympathies and graces which 
can only grow up where sister and brother, father and mother, are united in 
making bright and strong, those sweet chains which bind as with links of steel 
the cultivated man and woman, to home and native land. 
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— Geoloffleal lectures and explorations might be made hy competent Teach* 
ers on Satardajs, with hills and Talleys fbr Lyceums, and pupils for audience. 

— The effort, the mental exercise to attain, is often more valuable than the 
knowledge— the how often more important than the what in the art of learning. 

— In the days of Dilworth and Daboll, Teachers drew on their own resources. 
Teachers now with |o many adrantages, must look to it, that in spite of their 
many new processes, they fail not to develop the mind of their pupils, by learn- 
ing them to think. Let them bear in mind this Afann-ly expression, '* Thor- 
oughness, thoroughness, thoroughness is the secret of success in a Teacher." 

— Teachers I If you have not charity— the noble virtues of Faith and Hope- 
yon are but as sounding brass, and discourse but the music of tinkling cymbals. 
With us, the youth of the humblest citizen has an equal share, with equal hand, 
to reach the prise contended for by the richest. Here in Ohio, this teeming 
middle ground of effbrt, we are not working in an isolated field, but in the gar- 
den of the world, in thd circus or forum of which the East and West are specta- 
tors. In our Ohio schools, are youths to become the Humboldts, the Fremonts, 
Wilsons, Audubons, and Agassizs of science and research. We want the train- 
ers to have not only heads but hearts. 

In all human hearts there is an impressible place to be found if sought for. 
It is the duty of the Teacher to study his pupils. 

— It has been said, he who has the 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th Chapters of St. 
John, has all he needs for life and death. 

— Many Teachers have no trust in their mission. ^Be game,** we say; the 
waters of the sea of life bear up him who trusts it 

— Schiller says : *' It is only through the morning gate of the beautiful that 
you can penetrate into the reasons of knowledge, and what we here ftel as 
beauty, we shall one day recognize as truth." 

— Let it be said of the Teacher, '^ He knew the truth, because he did the truth." 

— In Edinburgh, Scotland, the Council of Education are about establishing a 
museum for educational purposes. It will contain plans and models of schools, 
of fittings and apparatus, desks, seats, books, etc. Such a one in Cleveland, Co- 
lumbus and Cincinnati, would be properly appreciated, and resorted to by those 
engaged in education in this and adjoining States. 

— A proposal has been made which promises well for another sort of educa- 
tion : To establish Industrial Schools, each of which shall comprise a ** training 
family;*' girls to be admitted and instructed during good behavior, in all that 
pertains to domestic economy and household duties. 

Will it not be a surprise to have troops of young women skilled in the neglect- 
ed accomplishments of roasting mutton, boiling potatoes, and making a shirt ? 

— The '* Litter Box " has been recommended for use in schools, to be passed 
through the spaces between the seats each half day befb/e the close of schooli 
in which the scholars should deposit scraps of paper and other litter fh>m the 
floor. A good plan, if the better one is not observed, of requiring no litter to be 
sillowed on the floor. It would be well to have a basket in one comer in whieh 
should scrupulously be placed any scraps unavoidably made during school 
hours. At recess, a school room should be respected as something more sacred 
than a place to romp in, or as a play ground. To secure neat school rooms, 
some Teachers appoint weekly, from the pupils, committees of inspection. 
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— Teachers eMily indaced to abandon posti of asefiilneM and Influence, 
merely on acconnt of pecaniaij promise, are tanght a lesson by Oberlin« wbo 
placed some estimate upon the opportunities he possessed, and cared for the 
youth of his charge. 

He would not leave his place; a much better living was offered him. "No." 
said he, "I have been ten years learning every head in my parish, and obtaining 
an inventory of their moral, intellectual and domestic VAnts ; I have laid mj 
plan : I must have ten years to carry it into execution, and the ten following to 
correct their faults and vices.*' 

— It is with the lowest grade of pupils that the shaping process must com- 
mence. Here the best talent as Educators, not as mere Instructon, is wanted. 
Here we begin the development of character, the implanting of seeds of immor- 
tal growth, where love to God, and love to parent, and love to all mankind is 
taught, as well as knowledge of men and things. 

—The Chairman of the Executive Committee advises us that the annual meet- 
ing of the Ohio State Teachers' Association will be held in Columbus on the 
29th and 30th of December. 

— Teachers should be careful of their own health, remembering that a man's 
constitution is like a good garment, which lasts the longer for being better taken 
care of, and is no more improved by bad treatment than a new beaver is made 
better by being banged about 

— The demand of emigration to the new Territories and Western States will 
require Teachers of different grades, adequate for pioneer duty. What a bless- 
ing to those new homes in the west will it be to have well cultivated Teachers, 
the product of the advanced spirit of the age. A drain will be made from oar 
State for these Pioneer Schools, and Boards of Education must train up and 
employ a higher cultured and more practical race of instructors. 



McGuffbt's New Eclectic Readers are having great and justly merited 
popularity among intelligent Teachers. Published by W. B. Smith & Co., Cin- 
einnati. 



— The circular of the State Commissioner, asking for anecdotes illustrating 
the inefficiencies of Teachers, will certainly be satisfied in the exhibition made 
by our correspondent : 

'* In looking over the Register of a school district, within the county of , 

where I have been employed as a Teacher, the past summer, I found some very 
choice specimens of literature, orthography, etc., which I transcribed verbatim et 
Kteratim, and send them to you to be disposed of, in whole or in part, as you may 
deem proper. By applying the proper tests, I have no doubt it will be found 
that the enlargement of the capcuntiei of some of our School Teachers, and per- 
haps some of our ScJiool Directors, is an object much to be desired, and that some 
Teachers need themselves to be taught. 

"The Teacher employed last winter, commenced his Register thus: 'Daily 
Register of Jacson Tp.' His ' report ' was of a ^ School kept by A. B^, in District 
No. — , Jacsom Tp., eomemdng Jan. 12th 1856 and concluding March the 4Ui 
1856 ' etc. 
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*'He eertifies his *re]K)rt' to be *coreet.^ No less than 22 familiar names, in 
his enrollment of pnpils, are misspelled. For example, Isriah for Asariah, Ansin 
Nellis for Anson Ellis, Olover for Oliver, Manerva for Minerra, Drnzilla for Dm- 
Billa, Body for Rhoda, Margat, Ester, Laisabcth in one Instance, and Lisabeth in 
another for Elizabeth, Learjann berry for Leah Ann Berry, etc, etc. 

**• Extract flrom * Report of I. T— teacher * etc. * This certifies the above report 
to be correct and the pupils have made very good progress, and generally 
obedient.' 

•* ' Given under my hand this 19th day of Nov. 1853 I. T.* 

" (Very precise, formal and official.) 

"From the • Report' of J. G. M.: 

*"I certify the same to be correct and report progress in the scholars and 
]>eace and tranquility predominate J. G. M. Teacher.' 

'' From the same, another term : * The term was taught through in peace 
without any serious jargons and without the Directors having to assemble at 
any time for the purpose of settling difficulties J. G. M. Teacher.' 

" In these extracts punctuation, etc., are strictly copied : 

"* School report of E. McL. Teackeas in School District No. — Jackson Town- 
ship County State of ohIo fbr the term Ending July th 12 18— the number 

of Puples enrold During this SChooI ware Biales 27 Females 28 making .in all 95 
the average Daly attendence 27 the Brnches taught During this SChool was 
Reding' (it appears this Teachess did not teach speUng) * writing Arithmatick 
Gramer and Geography E. McL.' 

"But the 'cap sheaf* is the following: 'School Rules of Reglerlations for 
School District No. — ' 

** * 1st Thare shall be no whispering alowed during the hours of School onely 
in the way of Giting ther Lessing or in the way of Studen ther Lessings 

"*2nd now Scholor Shall use any profain vulgar or disrespectful language 
during the time he Stays at the School house or near it in Coming to or return- 
ing from School 

** ' 3rd no Scholar shall be allowed to retaliate when admonished or punished 
by the Teacher 

"*4th It Shall be the duty of every Scholar to Obey ther teacher in every 
Command that is rasonble as a Schooler 

" ' On the violations of aney of the abov named rules the Scholar thus violat- 
ing shall be punished with a admonition or reprimanded or by a modrate whip- 
ping 

" * It is to be fhrther observed that all Scholars above the age of 14 years the 
same becoming nncontrolable Shall if desired by the teacher be expelled from 
tbe School by the vice of the Directors Clerk R. G. 

E. L. Prin. 
Directors' 

" This, you will say, must be a dark and benighted comer of the earthy where the 
* Journal of Education ' has not yet found its way. It may be so ; but there are 
other comers as dark as this, if not darker. I have known School Directors who 
could not write their own names. The primary object of schools is the diffusion 
of knowledge. That great improvements have been made is not to be denied^ 
but further grogress is yet much yanted, and I think the question ought to 
receive a little more attention from School Examiners, than it has yet, how 
mnch, and what kind of knowledge a man can impart to others who knowg 
nothing himself. t." 



X 
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Mb. Editor >-Alk>w me, through the colamiu of the Joaraal, to address tke 
members of the State Teacher' Association. 

I have forwarded the following circular letter to every one who has been an 
officer of the Association since 1848: 

EsnranED Smt—Harfiig been appointed bj the State Teaehera* AMoeiation, to audit thi 
aeoonnts and report upon the financial condition of the same at the next annual meeting^ I 
therefore respectfully request that yon will inform me what funds of the Asaoeiatlon msy 
have come into your hands or passed through them, in your ofllcial capacity or otherwife, 
and what disposition has been made of these funds, to the best of your knowledge. 

If you have received or disbursed any funds, please state whether you have given or taket 
receipts for the same, and to or from whom ; also, whethw yon have voach«r8 of any Usd 
showing the disposition that has been made of any funds (belonging to the Association) which 
may have passed through your hands, and whether you will forward me copies of snch voaA. 
ers, or whether you will require me to pay you a visit in order to see them. 

I have consented to undertake the arduous duty of investigating the financial eondftion of 
the Association, in the hope of being able, by the kindly assiMtance of its memben. so to pteee 
it before the public, that the strong claims which the Association po as e aa e a for public 870. 
' pathy, respect and support, will be more generally recognized. 

Solely influenced by these fBelings, and soliciting the Ikvor of a reply at your earliest esa- 
Tenience, I have the honor to be, esteemed Sir, 

Bespectfolly youra, 

John Hoput. 

Bncyrus, Crawford Co., 0., Sept 1857. 

It Is my desire to prepare an accurate and acceptable report, and to have it 
ready by the first day of the session. I wish therefore to solicit a prompt re- 
sponse fh>m all whom I may have addressed, that the work of making the report 
may be so expedited as to enable me to present it as early as possible. 

Should any read this to whom the above circular may not have been person- 
ally mailed, or who may not have received one, they will please consider this is 
addressed to them, so far as they may feel themselves able to throw any light 
upon the financial condition of our Association, and to that extent they are so- 
licited to reply. 

Those who may have received copies of the above circular by mail, are alio 
requested to reply as speedily as convenient. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN HOPJLET. 
BucyruBf Oct. 1857. 



FLATmnifo HtAD Procksb. — Some savages press the heads of their papooses into some fhvo- 
rite shape, making one the pattern for the moulding of all the others. Some teaehers, la 
effect, strive to do that with their pupils, seeking the silly gratification of seeing their mm 
image impressed on their tender and yielding minds, instead of examining the outline of the 
image already impreRsed there, bringing out that. Kinmont says, let that image be produced 
in all its native contour and coloring ; and let it be adorned and set off, not with foreign or 
exclusive ornaments, but with tho^e univerBal graces and gifts which are the benefits of 
science, of literature, of morality. Thus, the likeness of the Creator will gradually ri»e up ia 
interesting relief, hi that ruta mind; and he will have a character of his own, not yours or 
mine, and he will be a new mirror on earth to refiect on the delighted eyee of mortala some of 
the hitherto unrevealed glories of the eternal. 
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SBLBCTIONS. 



** Natare now spreads around in dreary hae, 
A pall to cover all that sammer knew." 

Thb Bad System.— De Stael but otters the sentiments of erery eminent writer 
on the subject, that the system is a bad one by which youth are taught to spell 
and read a little ; to acquire a trifling knowledge of geography, grammar and 
Arithmetic, without the power of using them. A system Is a bad one by which 
that habit of mind is acquired, and which is so difficult to eradicate, of repeating 
and reading, without comprehending ; of laboring, without getting any thing 
Talnable ; of keeping scholars going orer the same thing in different forms, 
till they are tired and worn out ; of breaking down the mind*s flexibility, and 
narrowing its intriubic force, by making it skip over the intermediate links by 
which successive ideas are kept up, and made to tend to some point ; of obliging 
tkem to go forward, whether able or not, without knowing what they have been 
over, and thus making their heads a scene of confusion ; which neglects the doe 
cmltivation of all the mental powers; which aims at giving a little knowledge to 
the head^ while the heart is forgotten, or is held secondary; which allows with- 
out restraint a too free indulgence of the passions ; and which looks upon man 
as a mere thing of earth, without reference to his high moral and intellectual 
capacity, and the destiny which awaits him in another existence. This we call 
a bad system." 

What wb Want and Must Have. — We want " men whose minds have been 
disciplined in the school of rigid study and virtue ; whose faculties have received 
polish, energy and firmness from their deep acquaintance with literature and 
science ; men who have the power of arresting the attention of the most listless 
by taking hold of their intellect in the proper way ; who can transfuse into 
minds their own knowledge, and make it an imperishable part of their stock. 
This, it may be said, is requiring much, and so it is; and the reason it is requir- 
ed is, because our children and our country demand it. We want and must have, 
if we expect justice done to our offspring and our purses, * teachers who, by 
patience, observation, and a philosophic study of the working of the human 
mind, have acquired a knowledge of what is elementary in thoughts, and suc- 
cessive in their development, and who have learned the practice of the art of 
gradation in the art of instruction ; who know the art of going backwards with 
what they know, or with their knowledge, in order to make their scholars com- 
prehend them.' Men who are thus qualified are the ones wanted. One man of 
this character is worth a thousand of those gossips who lay claim to a perfect 
knowledge of the human mind, and who deal out at retail a certain round of 
school-book lessons and other men's thoughts, unable to strike out a glowing 
thought, or arrest the attention of wearied pupils, by animated description or 
just reasoning; who figure a feverish hour with an A, B, C book in one hand, 
and a slate pencil in the other, as lords of the academic floor — as masters and 
controllers of their scholars' minds. 

Put the question to an enlightened teacher, what constitutes the soul of teaching, 
and mark his answer. It will be, that to teach successfully, it is necessary to 
become complete master of the operation of young minds ; that, as much as 
possible, precision of instruction must be united with vivacity of impression; 
that it is not so much the depth of any science, as obscurity in the manner of 
presenting it, that hinders children from obtaining it; because they comprehend 
everything by degrees, and the essential point Is to measora the steps by the 
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progress of reason in infancy ; and this progress, slow bat sare, will lead as Us 
as possible, if we abstain from hastening its course.** 

— " Do not hope," sajs Abbott, '* to make all your pupils alike. Providence hss 
determined that hnman minds should differ from each other, for the very pnrpose 
of giving variety and interest to this basy scene of life. Now, if it were possible 
for a teacher so to plan his operations as to send his pupils forth npon the comma- 
nity, formed on the same model as if they were framed by machinery, he would 
do so much, towards spoiling one of the wisest plans which the Almighty hai 
formed, for making this world a happy scene. It is impossible, if it were wise, 
and it would be foolish if it were possible, to stimulate, by artificial means, the 
rose, in hope of its reaching the size and magnitude of the apple-tree, or to ny 
to cultivate the fig and orange where wheat only will grow. No; it should be 
the teacher's main design, to shelter his pupils from every deleterious influence, 
and to bring everything to bear upon the community of minds before him, 
which will encourage, in each one, the development of its own native powers. 
Error on this point is rerj common. 

DiLioBNCB ANi> DsuoHT. — It is a common observation, that anlesa a man 
takes a delight in a thing, he will never pursue it with pleasure or assidnitj. 
DiKQentta^ diligence, is from diHgo, to love. 



SCRAPS. 

— It has been said that " God is an {mmense artist, and invites to His concerts onlj th« 
great geniuses of humanity." This in one sense may be true, but all who have any of th« 
Aobler religions fleelings are now inspired to worship. 

^' Behold congenial autumn comes, 
The Sabbath of the year." 

— The Teachers of Ohio, now that the beauteous days have come ''when Antum's yellov 
lustre gilds the world," in this harvest season of temporal blessings— should awaken in the 
youthful minds in their charge, a deepfelt gratitude to the bountiful Giver of all onr good, 
and incalcate the important practical lesson, that 

*< All is the gift of industry, what'er 
Exalts, embellishes, and renders liflo 
Delightful." 

The true Teacher, the warm friend of the human race, who has 

** the large ambitious wish, 

To make them blest ," 

Should have also "the fearless great resolve" — '< Great minds have wills ; others have only 
wishes." 

As autnmn comes, then star-^rdled, ''crowned with the sickle and wheaten sheaf," her 
cornucopia running over with glossy fruit, take hold of the hands and hearts of your pnpfls, 
Teachers, and lead them out to look on the gulden pomp of Nature and thence up to God, 

"The eternal cause support, and end of all I" 

— "We are all bondsmen for each other ; the happiness of every individual is attached to 
the happiness of mankind." 

Inch bt nrcH Upwards. — That was the career of George Stephenson, the founder of the 
Railway system of England, the first constructor of the locomotive. He was born among the 
ashes and slag of a poor oolliexy village, in an unplastered room, with a day floor, and a gar* 
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ret roof. But, content to mount by short, firm steps, keeping hts ejes well to the ground 
that laid next before his feet, this collier and cow-boy, who, at eighteen, could not read nor 
write his own name, employed a poor teacher in a night school to instruct him in letters and 
pot-hooks, and finally got up the hill of difficulty, becoming a great and useful man. 

EjtdowkdTScjhools. — ^The firiends of Norwich Free Academy, Connecticut, are rejoicing over 
tbe success of a new experiment they have made in adding to their free school system the 
feature of an endowed High School, securing by voluntary contribution a large fund in addi- 
tion to that raised by taxes, to obtain the ablest instructors for their locality. This may all 
be well enough in a few instances, but the main reliance for the children of the ** people *' it 
in the money of the '* people," expended from one common Treasury. When we have shown 
oar devotion to the welfare of our ** Primary" Grades, the tax payers will see it to their 
interest to contribute still more liberally for the higher schools. 

CRAmnNG. — By some " courses of study " more is given to the students to learn than they 
can digest . Much of the fault,of the non-assimilation of the food given, is that of the Teacher; 
it is given in " chunks." Knowledge always pleases youth if properly presented ; every thing 
of the nature of mental acquisition must, from our constitution, give us pleaRure. In a 
recent discussion on this subject, we heard an experienced Teacher remark, "you can't cram 
a child, if the Teacher is vivacious, spirited and in earnest, if he gains the ear and heart of 
his pupil." He evidently believed in the doctrine^Iove your children— learn them to love yoa 
— and you can do what yon please with them. Some Teachers appear to avoid making stn^ 
iee attractive, for fear that, in two years the children will know more than the master. 

Flowers and Fishes. — ^It has been said, that were the flowers of the world to be taken away, 
they would leave a blank in creation. We should be grateful, then, for the gift of flowers, and 
as the season approaches for their disappearance out doors, they should grace our school 
roonu. Not only cages of canaries, but flsh ponds are now to be had in our houses as sourceg 
of study and pleasure. Basins of artiflcial sea water, small and large sizes, framed with 
glass sides and top, are constructed, or glass jars provided, in which are contained and pre- 
served all the family of small fishes of the sea. It has been found that by placing a certain 
grass or aquatic plant in the water with the fish, the carbonic acid is decomposed and carbon 
restored to the water, so that with a snail to consume the mucus from the plant, <rater can be 
kept constantly pure in these artificial reservoirs, and the eye can at all times dwell upon the 
wonders of the finny tribe, in parlor or school room. 

The Records of my School. — Who would not derive a melancholy happiness in reading oyer 
a continuous record of the history of the important events of the school where he spent his 
boyhood days ? Who was the first Teacher, the incidents of examination and exhibition days 
•—the latter white days in the school calendar — change of trustees, names of important risit- 
ors, programme of hours of recitation, etc. ; all these would bring up a thousand pleasing 
and saddening memories. The SchooI'Board of Cincinnati have ordered the Principals of all 
their schools to commence and continue such Records. There have been provided large blank 
books, of good paper, well bound, extra cover, with the title of the respective schools printed 
thereon, for the thirty odd schools of the Queen Gty. Some will seek out the early history 
of their school, to preface the record, and, thereafter, will follow the history, day by day, 
of the school. Will not there be local features of great interest in this enterprise f Is not 
there an appeal in this announcement, Teacher, for you to do likewise? We believe a truth- 
ful photograph might be taken of the living faces of each school room, as an additional me- 
mento of the charming past. Who will try itf 

CooooN Teachkrs— Hatred of Work. — ^Rev. Henry Ward Beecher says : " God is the most 
wondrous worker in the Universe — facile, sleepless, untiring — but men, instead of counting 
it a joy to labor, are always striving to evade what is to them a burden, and look forward to 
the time when they can * retire.' " As a worm feeding upon mulbery leaves, might say, 
** How glad I shall be when I am fat enough to roll myself into a cocoon." So they eat the 
leaves of duty, and long for no higher joy than this silk worm's happiness ; and thus we hare 
cocoon merchants, cocoon ministers, cocoon everything. We may add, that we have many 
cocoon Teachers, whose silk is not worth unwinding. 
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Bi Nkat Aim TiDT.— Don't let Tisiton say of your ichool, *< Sloveiu teach there." There ii 
a moral culture ia cleanlinefls — pupils learn from the example of their preceptor^ order ii 
heaven's first law. 

Fall and Wivtkb Riadhtg.— School Teachers have it in their power to extend their literary 
labors far beyond the school room, and enliven the society of the neighborhood in which they 
dwell. Reading circles can be formed, meeting weekly in farmers' houses, where congenial 
spirits of both sexes may entertain each other in reading original and selected pieces, and 
welding all by charming conversation. 

Look will to toub Cdstoms. — Accustom thyself and thy youth to what is highest and best. 
L'^rd Bacon says : *' Mens' thoughts are much according to their inclination ; their discourse 
and speeches according to their learning and infused opinions ; but their deeds are often as 
they have been accustomed : therefore there is no trusting to the force of Nature, nor to the 
bravery of words, except it be corroborated with custom. Therefore, since custom is the prin - 
cipal magistrate of man's life, let men by all means endeavor to obtain good customs." 

Boys in their plays at recess, and in their idling or occupation in vacation, as well as in school 
hours, are making up that bundle of habits which is to constitute their character as men. 
Parents and Teachers, look well to their customs. 

''School Tons. "—Thayer, in his ** Letters to a young Teacher," thus refers to that 
reproach to our schools, conveyed in the expression, *' It was read in a school tone." The 
fault begins in the Primary School. The true idea of what reading is seems not to enter the 
minds of many Teachers, and hence this bad habit. I understand reading to be nothing more 
nor less than taiking with a book in ha$ui. Hence it should be, in practice, simply an imita- 
tion of taUeing; and the very first words read, and all that follow throughout the school life, 
should be given as if the sentiments were uttered in personal conversation. Instead of this, 
the scriptual injunction in our Primary School reading books, " No man may put off the law 
of God," is usually read, No-ah ma-an ma-ah poo-ut o-off the-ah law-er o-off Go-ud. Here 
then the remedy should be applied. The child should be told to repeat the sentence without 
the book, and be required to go over and over again with it, until he utters it correctly. The 
Teacher, of course, will give the proper reading of it after the pupU has made a faithful effort 
without success. Proceeding in this way, and never allowing an erroneous reading to pass 
uncorrected, the * school tone ' will never obtain a footing in the classes." 

Ths Music Lessox. — Thank goodness, the thraldom is nearly over ; the half hour for vocal 
music in many schools, instead of being a torture, a period of punishment, has become one of 
recreatit>n, of delight. New methods have made of the science of vocal music, the easiest and 
most elementary of all the sciences of pleasure — a science within the reach of all ages, of all 
professions, of all fortunes. We have witnessed the elementary instruction in our public 
schools, of the enterprising and Industrious Professor who furnishes the pages of music for 
the '* Journal," whose methods, if adopted, will " flood ^i^ith harmony the rising generation." 
We have before us his manuscript music, published by Applegate & Co., Cincinati; lime Books, 
ruled with musical lines, to be filled up by the pupils ; also *' chants and hymns for the use 
of schools }" a blank and the words of a chant, a blank and the words of a hymn on each page 

eight pages. The Teacher writes the music of the chant on the black board, and the pupili 

write the music themselves on their own books. The voices are classified in Prof. Mason's 
school, and the pupils show by their looks that their exercises never commence soon enough, 
or continue late enough. 

LiBKRAUTT OF SKimxKMT. — ^That is to be taught youth as well as their letters and fignrei, 
man is selfivh. '* To acquire sentiments of liberality is not the work of a day, nor of months, 
but of years ; they are generally the fruit of early instruction, for those opinions which we 
acquire in our youth make the deepest impression, and are longest retained. It is of great 
consequence, therefore, that the passions and opinions of young people should be early sub- 
mitted to the discipline of reason, and that they should be taught to see things in their true 
light. Liberality of sentiment is the greatest sentiment of man, it embellishes all hia other 
good qualities, and makes them shine with double lustre. Other virtues can only be exer- 
cised at particular times, but liberality is perpetually requisite. Liberality of sentiment gives 
an amiable cast to all our words and actions, and distinguishes one man fr^om another more 
than any other quality, for it is more extensive in its operation." 
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^0iint]| (^mmn ^t^00l ^ni^ttinttnlitnts* 

The people of Ohio have just cause to be proud of their school sys- 
tem. We are emphatically an educational people. Nothing, however, 
has so retarded the progress of education in this State, as a persistent, 
unsound policy of forcing the ofBcial care of this important interest 
upon the hands of officers who should not be trammeled with it. 

For the last twenty years, the people of Ohio have steadily manifest- 
ed a willingness to have something decided and effectual done for edu- 
cation ; yet this feeling seems ever to have been unfortunately restrained 
by a fear lest too earnest an action might be taken ; consequently, the 
progress of education has been seriously impeded, and all beneficial 
action partially neutralized by indecisive, hesitating, half-way measures, 
inevitably tending to dissipate much of the benefit intended to be con- 
veyed. 

For many years the official charge of our Common Schools devolved 
upon the Secretary of State, and he was expected to devote a portion 
of time that he could not well spare to the concerns of an interest ;which 
it was impossible for him thoroughly to investigate. 

Under our present law, a grand advance has been made, but yet the 
same retarding policy trammels the amount of good capable of being 
effected. A clerk who can ill spare any time from his own peculiar 
duties, is allotted to our State Commissioner, who, for the want of effi- 
cient assistance, finds himself overburdened and worn out, without being 
able to accomplish all that might be done and all that education re- 
quires. 

As we descend the scale, the evils of this exacting, half-way policy, 
become more apparent. Our County Auditors find their office saddled 
with duties, many of which, to say the least, might with equal propri- 
VoL. VL— No. 12. U 
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ety and justice, be imposed upon tbe Clerk or Probate Judge ; wbile 
our County Boards of Examiners, Township Clerks and Township Boards 
of Education, are expected to do much arduous kbor for nothing ; their 
duties are therefore not unfrequently performed in a careless, imperfect 
and unsatisfactory manner, not altogether to be unexpected. 

Yet upon these very officers the success or failure of our school sys- 
tem depends. They are the executive, who bring the school law into 
immediate contact with the people, and through whom the people feel 
and experience its practical workings. How important, then, it he- 
comes, that the school law should, in all its details, be intelligently and 
judiciously administered, that those most interested in its success, should 
have the most favorable opportunity of testing its merits I Yet what 
can be expected, when on examining our school laws, we find them en- 
trusted, for their execution, to men who either serve for nothing, or who 
cannot but regard them as a burden forced upon their office in addition 
to other exacting duties I 

Tbe most serious objection which the opponents of the present school 
system have been able to urge against it is, that it is unwieldy and cum- 
bersome in its details ; that Township Boards of Education are a useless 
innovation, that they are uninformed in regard to their duties, unman- 
ageable in their action, and given to tyranny. This, perhaps, its friends 
also have found to be its most salient point. It is not often that addi- 
tions simplify, they] rather tend to complicate ; but, in the present 
instance, our school system needs but one addition to make it so simple, 
so direct, so concentrated, and so harmonious in its action, that no fai- 
ther obstacles will exist calculated to impede us in our rapid progress 
to perfection. 

The establishment of County Common School Superintendents is 
referred to, and ihe remainder of this article will be devoted to sugges- 
tions and remarks upon the duties pertaining to such an office. 

As the school interests of the whole State are centralized in one head, 
recognized as the School Commissioner, so the school interests of each 
county should be centered in one responsible local officer. 

In presenting a sketch suggestive of the duties of County Superin- 
tendents of Common Schools, a few remarks illustrative or explanatory 
of the same, may not be altogether inappropriate. 

I. The County Superintendent of Common Schoolfi should be, ex 
officio, president of every Township Board of Education. It should be 
his duty to convene the same by public notice, properly published, 
twice a year, and to preside at all their regular and adjourned meetings, 
of which he should see that an accurate record is kept. 
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As oar TowDsbip Boards of Education now exist, many of them are 
broad farces. There is neither order, system or regularity in them— 
nothing but confusion. The most important interest of community, in 
many townships, appears only to obtain a struggling existence at all, 
because it is hard to annihilate so important a local affitir so long as 
there are public funds to be distributed and Common School Teachers 
to secure them. 

There are many well-intentioned and intelligent men in our Township 
Boards of Education, but they are not a majority, and are not always 
80 circumstanced that they can exercise a leading influence, and con- 
trol the action of the Board for good. Many who compose these Boards 
feel themselves taxed in time and labor, and have iriequently but little 
interest in the welfare of education ; possibly they are even opposed to 
the school law itself, and were therefore elected. Such men arrive late 
at the meeting, and are the first to break it up by their departure ; suoh 
also are anxious to hurry every thing through^ and, impatient of delay, 
ereate the confudon and occasbn the mismanagement of which they 
are afterwards the loudest to complain. No wonder, in view of such 
eiroumstances, that Township Boards of Education are regarded as un- 
wieldy. The presence of a controlling and intelligent head, ofBcially 
entitled to instruct and explain, and well informed himself both in 
regard to the local condition and the peculiar wants of education, would 
effectually tend to expedite business : action would be concentrated, 
regularity would prevail, and, what before was disorderly and discordant, 
would speedily become methodical and harmonious. 

A serious difficulty has doubtless already suggested itself to those 
intelligent readers who may &vor this with a perusal, and this is, that 
all the Township Boards meet on the same day, and the County Super- 
intendents could not attend a/Z of them. This might be obviated by 
making it the duty of the County Superintendent to convene the respec- 
tive Boards at their place of meeting, by notices duly published, upon 
such a day as he may designate, between the first and the twenty-first of 
May, and also between the first and the twenty-first of September. He 
would thus be able to meet them all without any very serious change 
in things as they are at present constituted. 

n. He should be president oi the County Board of School Exam- 
iners, and should, in conjunction with the Probate Judge and the County 
Auditor, appoint the other two Examiners. 

It should be his duty, in conjunction with his colleagues, to prescribe 
a form by which these examinations should be conducted, and to con- 
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duct tbem after such a fonn. He should also keep a regular record of 
the proceedings. 

III. He should visit every school in his county, at least twice in a 
year. He should be empowered to instruct Teachers in their duties, 
and suggest to them whatever improvements he may deem advisable. 
He should deliver at least one lecture upon education annually, in each 
township in the county. 

In the prosecution of these duties, together with his duties as County 
Examiner, he would be brought in contact with every Teacher in tbe 
county, and would be able to judge of their capabilities by an actual 
inspection of their modes of conducting the recitations of their classes 
and of governing their schools. In his lectures he should explain the 
duties of Boards of Education and other school officers, instruct in the 
best methods of securing good schools throughout the township, show 
the importance of parental visitation, strive to arouse a general interest 
in education, etc., etc. 

lY. He should establish a Teachers' Institute in his county, and 
preside over the same. He should conduct the same for at least one 
week in each year, assisted by the County Examiners, and by such other 
friends of education as he may be able to secure. 

Lectures upon education generally, modes of teaching, of govern- 
ment, of keeping registers, making reports, etc, etc., and regular reci- 
tations and studies from the Teachers present, should be the order of 
the exercises. One week in the year is mentioned as the minimum. 
In many counties Institutes might be held for longer periods, and twice 
in the year. It would frequently happen that a local Normal School 
would arise out of these, and continue four or five weeks ; not so much 
under his official control, as fostered and encouraged by his influence. 
Tbe incalculable benefit this would be to the children of a community, 
in gradually providing them with more efficient Teachers, cannot be set 
forth in these brief remarks. 

y. He should periodically inspect all the libraries and apparatus 
distributed throughout his county ; and it should be his duty to appo^ 
tion to the townships the quotas of books and apparatus respectively 
due to them from tbe State. He should also instruct the township 
librarians in the proper performance of their duties. 

The apportionment of books and apparatus has been a laborious bur- 
den imposed upon our County Auditors, and'some are but poorly qual- 
ified to perform this most delicate and responsible duty. An instance 
might be cited of a certain Auditor who first distributed to the various 
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townships of his county all the large books of an apportionment sent 
him, nnd reserved the small ones as equalizers and make-weights to 
supply existing deficiencies ; these he dealt out accordingly, paying but 

slight regard to the nature of the books he bestowed. Duplicate vol- 
nmes, duplicate copies, and broken sets, of course, prevailed more or 
less throughout the whole apportionment. Tytler's Universal History, 
a 16 mo. work in 6 vols., was divided and distributed through four 
townships; such works as Frank, 2 vols., the Swiss Family, 2 vols., 
Moral Tales, 2 vols., were similarly separated. 

Although this is not always the case, as we are favored with many 
highly intelligent and able Auditors, yet it is too often so ; and from 
townships so treated, violent opposition to libraries and the school law . 
cannot but be expected. 

YI. He should furnish the township clerks with blanks, and instruc- 
tions to enable them properly to prepare their reports, and should receive 
and inspect the same. He should also furnish them with blanks to sup- 
ply the Teachers, that their reports might be properly and correctly 
rendered. 

These would be among the most important of his duties, and the due 
performance of them would also be of vast importance to the State. 
It would secure more accurate and extensive school statistics than we 
bave ever been able hitherto to obtain. It would relieve the State 
Oommissioner of some of his most perplexing and laborious duties. 
And whereas many County Auditors now declare that they scarcely 
ever obtain from the township clerks three or even ttoo correct school 
reports, there would, under the supervision of the County Superintend- 
ent, be scarcely ever an incorrect return made if he did his duty. 

yn. He should make, to the county commissioners, an annual 
report of the condition of education in his county ; and the commission- 
ers should be authorized to appropriate, for the proper publication of the 
same, whatever they may deem expedient. 

This report should be to the county what the State School Commis- 
fdoner's report is to the State ; it is hardly necessary to remark further 
upon it. 

YIII. He should annually meet the State Commissioner at the 
seat of government, and should make such a report, condensed from the 
returns of the township clerks of his county, as the State School Com- 
missioner might require. ^ 

The whole of the County Superintendents in the State should be 
annually convened as a deliberative body, to confer together upon the 
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educational interests of tbe State. These meetings sbould be for not 
less than two nor more than five or six days. They should occur after 
the Commissioner has received the reports from the respective Oountf 
Sapermtendents, that the reports having been previously examined may 
be then accepted or returned for proper amendment. At these meet- 
ings the State Commissioner should, of course, ex officio, preside, and 
a report of tbe proceedings of the convention should be appended to 
his annual report. 

IX. He should be entitled to five per cent, upon the first $16,000 
apportioned by the State to each county, and to two and a half per 
eent. upon all over that and less than $32,000, and upon any excess 
of State funds over 32,000 which any county may receive, he should be 
entitled to one per cent. 

It may be first observed here, that by funds apportioned by the State 
are meant those funds ot various kinds not arising from special local 
taxation ; these should not be taxed for his services. 

More than one half of the counties in the State draw less than $16,000, 
and in over one half of the counties, therefore, his salary would be lees 
than $800 per annum. 

. The salary, and the means whereby it shall be paid, is the great 
point. Many active and intelligent educationists feel the need of an 
officer of this kind ; such may also regard favorably many things con- 
tained in this sketch of his duties, but the means of meeting the ex- 
pense created by such an office is, and may continue to be, the great 
impediment. The mode above suggested has been preferred for seve^ 
al reasons: 

1st. Tbe creation of such an officer will be a direct benefit to the 
people of the State. Much money that is now partially and indirectly 
wasted will be saved ; much labor and time hitherto ill directed and 
misspent will, under his supervision, be economized and made more 
extensively beneficial. A more efficient application of the public funds 
to educational purposes, and an actively supervised system of schools 
^roughout each county, will doubly enhance the amount of usefulness 
which the public funds have hitherto been able to secure. It is not, 
therefore, wrong that the public school fund should be taxed less than 
five per cent, to secure this increased efficiency. 

2d. This is an experiment. It is of course expected that it would 
prove a successful one, but as an experiment, it is desirable that it 
should be tried wholly with the school funds themselves, without increas- 
ing the burden of taxation ; the amount thus taken from the school 
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fund of the respeotiye townships of every countj, would not suffice to 
prolong tbeir respeotiye schools a single week, while the efficiency of 
most of them would be incalculably increased. 

3d. As a school officer and Teacher, he is certainly entitled to pay 
firom the school fund. 

4th. The unfortunate condition of our State finanoei at present ren- 
der it inexpedient to increase the State expenditure. Economy is cer- 
tainly desirable. The creation of the office of County Superintendent 
would, it is believed, tend to economize the public funds spent for edui- 
•ation, by making the machinery set in motion by them doubly as e£feoi- 
ual as it now is. 

Under the system of payment above suggested, the salary in each 
county will be in proportion to the population, and therefore, to a cer- 
tain extent, in proportion also to the labor to be performed ; while it is 
believed that in no county would the salary of a Superintendent exceed 
$1,200. It would be less than $1,000 in upwards of seventy, and 
less than $800 in upwards of fifty. 

The claims of cities, large towns, and densely populated townships, 
would arise for adjustment, the consideration of which cannot well be 
entered upon in this article, already too extended. 

That a County Superintendent is the one thing needful for the per- 
fection of our State school systsm, few will deny, who will be, or have 
been, sufficiently interested to examine the matter. But to succeed, 
the officer must be a working man ; the office is a laborious one ; the 
duties are extensive and responsible, and the diligent prosecution of 
them would occupy the greater portion of a year. In every county, bo 
would be an active colleague of the State School Commissioner, subject 
to his instructions, and ready to aid him, both during his official visits, 
and upon all other occasions. « 

It might be suggested, that such an officer might be elected in every 
Congressional or Judicial, or in every State Senatorial District; this 
would certainly tend to lighten the expense, but it would so increase 
the duties that it would become questionable whether tiiey would ever 
he properly and actively performed. 

More experienced and more {)ractical persons may detect errors, or 
devise improvements in this sketch. It is not pretended that what has 
been suggested is incapable of amendment. Much more might be 
added, were the writer not fully assured that, if any thing has been 
advanced worthy of future consideration, abler pens and more promi- 
nent educationists will not suffer that to rest which appears so essential 
to the perfection of our Common School System. Buctbus. 
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REPORT ON NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



MADE BT MB. J. OGBXlTy TO THE 8TAT1 TEACHEBS' ASSOCIATION. 



(OONOLUDBD.) 

Eighteenth question. " Is it your opinion that a Normal School, 
under favorable circnmstances, can be made self-sustaining?" 

Mr. 'Phelps, of New Jersey, replies: "It could, without doubt; 
but it should not be made such. If it be the duty of the State to sus- 
tain a system of Common Schools at all, it is its duty to make that 
system as effective and perfect as human means can do it. Good schoob 
can be secured only by first securing good Teachers. Gbod Teachers 
can be secured in sufficient numbers only by means of good Normal 
Schools, Therefore there is no duty more binding upon the State than 
that of creating and supporting Normal Schools. The education of 
every human being is the most incUienable of all his rights. Govom- 
ments are established to secure to every one of its subjects his inalieor 
able rights ; therefore it should secure to him, beyond a peradventure, 
the thorough culture of his faculties." 

(Please see the Second Annual Report of the Principal of the New 
Jersey State Normal School. Article, Ohio.) 

Mr. Colbum, of Rhode Island, replies : '' In my opinion, they oe^ 
tainly ought to be supported at the public expense." 

Mr. Cochran, of New York, replies : ''If the ' circumstances are 
favorable enough,' certainly." But he has failed to give us his opuuon 
as to the nature of those *' circumstances." 

It will be remembered that the annual appropriation from the State 
to the Normal School of New York is $12,000, besides quite a large 
income derived from the Model School. These are ''circumstanoes" 
of a weighty character, and derived also from the proper source. Gould 
Ohio have some such visible tokens from her Legislature, it would not 
be long before her Teachers would create the '' circumstances " that 
would give her a Normal School equal to any perhaps in the Union. 

Mr. Dickinson, from Westfield, replies : '' We think it might be." 

Mr. Edwards, from Salem, replies : '' It depends upon the locality. 
It certainly could not in Massachusetts." 

This question is worthy of further discussion. It involves the prin- 
ciple of State policy in reference to her system of education. Is it 
right that the property of the State should be made to educate her 
children ? Should it then be made to educate her Teachers ? It 
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requires an enormons sacrifice on the part of Teachers, if tbis bnrden is 
thrown npon them, in order to furnish the means necessary to establish 
a Normal School in Ohio that may answer the present demand. 

Can her Teachers raise a sufficient amount for this purpose ? And 
then, if this could be done, would it be right f 

But we leave the subject here, hoping the members of this honorable 
body will take the matter under consideration. 

Nineteenth question. '' Do the ladies and gentlemen mingle together 
in study, recitation and recreation ? If so, with what results?" 

Mr. Phelps, of New Jersey, replies as follows: ''They mingle 
together in the school room and recitation room, not in recreation except 
under certain limitations. They are not allowed to board in the same 
house, nor are they permitted to visit, except during certain hours of 
the day. Our building is so planned as to bring them together for all 
useful purposes, and to separate them when desirable, as when at recess, 
intermissions, etc. We think our plan secures all the advantages, while 
avoiding all the disadvantages, of bringing the sexes together in the 
Bohool." 

. Mr. Colburn, of Bhode Island, answers: '' Tee; with perfect free- 
dom. Each exerts a good influence (to the other." 

Mr. Cochran, answers : " They are brought together in recitation 
only, with the best of results." 

Mr. Dickinson, answers: ''They sit in the same room, mingh in 
classes and recreation, and, we are sure, with very beneficial results." 

This last inquiry, as it will be seen, involves the vexed question of 
mingling the two sexes in the same school. It will be observed that 
the testimony is unanimous in its favor, and that while some allow it 
only in classes or recitations, others permit a free but high-toned inter- 
course, not only in study and recitation, but in recreation also. This 
last, in the opinion of your committee, is a weighty matter. Difficulty 
may arise out of it, or it may be made one of the most powerful forces 
for physical culture and social refinement. Having bodies and social 
natures, as well as moral and intellectual, it seems rational enough to 
suppose that these departments of our nature should seek development 
in activity. Our own experience in matters of this kind, goes most 
decidedly to fiivor the practice of bringing ladies and gentlemen together 
at certain and fixed hours every day, under such restrictions only as 
would be dictated by a refined sense of propriety. The conversation 
and exercises should be carefully watched over by the Teacher, and 
should be such as not to offend against any moral or religious feeling, 
but should rather be helps in the culture of these feelbgs. We have 
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fhe fallest proofs of the benefits of this praotioe, not only from our own 
limited experience, but frbra the testimony oi the best educators in the 
land. It is not only in harmony with our better nature, but it is ncUun 
itself, not depraved, but seeking that higher and holier enjoyment which 
distinguishes the sage from the savage. It is absolutely and positively 
a rational delight, and a sure, and we might say, almost the only pre- 
ventive and cure for those vicious habits and forbidden indulgences 
which ruin so many of the youth oi both sexes. Our Colleges and 
Female Seminaries feel the blight of this witiiering curse, the curse d 
depriving, or attempting to deprive, young ladies and gentlemen the 
privilege of social interoourse, and the ten thousand aids they bring 
each other in their daily labors and recreations. And it is not remark- 
able either; for this department of our nature, like any other, if left 
without any provision for rational enjoyment and culture, invariably 
seeks it in forbidden channels. How much better then to regulate it, 
and make it a means of social refinement, than to attempt to arrest it 
or blot it out altogether! How many children might parents and 
Teachers save, if they were only as carefril to provide for the wants 
which relate to the social and physical nature as they are to provide for 
those of a less dangerous character I We believe that Teachers and 
parents too, are fully responsible for the proper gratification of these 
desires, and that these exercises should be presided over, if not with as 
much formality, at least with as much care as any other exercise or 
interest of the school room, or &mily circle. We should then have 
fewer instances of rude and vulgar habits and vicious and abandoned 
conduct. 

Bat how can we ever hope that this department of our nature wiH 
become cultivated, except by the merest accident, when there is no pro* 
vision made for it ? 

How can we expect that the young man shall become refined or cul- 
tivated in his manners, while he is cloistered like a monk in a monas- 
tery, shut out from all society, except a few of his own sex ? And 
what is true of the young man is equally true of the young woman. 

The argument is about as forcible as that used by the old lady to her 
aon, who, on venturing too tax into the water, had narrowly escaped 
drowning. ** Never, my son," says she, <' never venture into the wat«r 
again until you learn to swim." 

Twentieth question. '' Have you systematized zecreatiim ? In what 
does it condst ? Have you a gymnasium?" 

Mr. Phelps, replies : " Recreation is not systematized, ezoept as to 
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time, not as to mode. We greatly need a gymnasium for males, and a 
ealisthenium for females. We are promised both daring the present 
season. These facilities form a part 6f our plan, and we shall have 
them in time. Exercise will then, to a certain extent, be systematized , 
both as to time and mode." 

This seems to be precisely what is demanded. If physical exercise 
18 necessary at all — -and we believe all admit it — it seems desirable 
that it be conducted with some intelligent object in view. It will not 
regnlate itself, as some have affirmed, any more than the rude passion 
oi oar depraved hearts would regulate themsehes, without a eonseienee 
or a law to guide them. 

If this exercise be left entirely to the nnaided choice of the pupil, it 
is not only liable to degenerate into poritively injurious methods, but 
to loose much of that attractiveness and refinement which constitute its 
chief benefit. If it is entirely prohibited, either a positive injury is 
incurred, or the desires seek their gratification in some forbidden and 
hurtful manner. But we insist upon it, that the proper regulation of 
these exercises is a part and parcel of the Teacher's duties. He is 
responsible for them, as much so as he is for other exercises and lessons. 
Regulate, we say, this vital force ; and the desire for improper indul- 
gence is at once cut off, and ample scope is aflforded to all the varied 
powers of both body and mind. The government of a school under 
these circumstances becomes easy, because active employment is found 
for all the energies of the restless beings placed under control. 

Mr. Colburn, of Rhode Island, remarks : * * For want of eonvenien- 
ees, we have not. Our students live at home, or board in private fam- 
ilies, so that we do not find it necessary, or desirable, to attempt any 
direct control over them out of school hours." 

In cases like the above, it certainly would not be practicable, or even 
desirable ; ]fet few of our Colleges and Common Schools are situated 
idmilarly. 

Mr. Cochran answers : "JVb." 

Mr. Dickinson, of the Normal School at Weetfield, Massachusetts^ 
says : " One hour in the open air is required. Besides this, the recesses 
are filled up with such recreation as can be secured without a gymna- 



Bium." 



Mr. Edwards, of Salem, reports: "Somewhat systematized. We 
have the nucleus of a gymnasium.'' 

Allow us to remark upon this question, that we do not say that the 
gymnasium, as it exists in the Old World, is best calculated to meet 
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all tbe demands id our American yonth. Many of tbe practices adopted 
in the ''Training Schools," and "Normal Schools," in the east, how- 
ever well they may answer their design there, we are sure, would not 
accommodate themselves entirely to the wants of our American Institu- 
tions. But we believe that a modification of them, as we find them in 
some of our best schools in Germany, if introduced into this country, 
would be found highly conducive to the efficiency of our system of pop- 
ular education. 

, Twenty-first question. * * Do you prohibit the use of tobacco and oth^ 
kindred vices in your Institution? In what manner?" 

To this Mr. Phelps replies : '' These vices are rigorously prohibited. 
A student indulging in these, after proper exhortation, would be dis- 
missed without ceremony, as morally incompetent." 

Mr. Colbum replies: "We do not find it necessary;" indicating 
thereby, most pointedly, that so great is the enormity, that it would not 
be tolerated for a moment. We think the crime is little less than that 
of using intoxicating drinks. Indeed we think it should be classed with 
that vice. 

Mr. Cochran replies : "That there is no law prohibiting it ; but it 
would not be allowed if practiced to any noticeable extent. If the sen- 
timent of the school would not prohibit it, the ofiTender would undoubt- 
^ly be removed." 

Mr. Dickinson remarks : " We have never had occasion to prohibit 
it. No case of its use hcu ever been known in school since my con- 
nection with it." 

Mr. Edwards replies : " None of our pupils have any desire to use 
the article, so far as I know." 

It will be remembered that this school is exclusively for females. It 
is generally thought that ladies do not become addicted to this practice 
as frequently as gentlemen (?) 

It is humiliating to witness the extent to which this filthy habit is 
practiced, even among teachers of Ohio. 

It is a bitter shame that any teacher should have to confess himself a 
slave to this most disgusting and abominable practice, when its effects 
are so glaring and palpable to every observer. 

Twenty-second question. "What proportion of your students board 
themselves? At what expense ? Is self-boarding desirable ? " 

Mr. Phelps replies : " There is no such thing as self-boarding known 
among our students. We secure them a home in families whose respect- 
ability is unquestioned. They are subject to regular visitation by a 
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Timting officer, as often as once in each month. All misconduct at 
these boarding-houses is treated as an ofiense against the school — the 
faculty claiming unrestricted right to treat all cases of unteacherlike 
deportment, no matter where committed or when committed, as viola- 
tions of the discipline of the establishment." 

''The same objection may be made to self-boarding, as is urged 
against the Dormitory System oi our colleges. A young man is thus 
too much left to himself, and shut out from the humanizing and restrain- 
ing influences of home, and of good society. His habits become vitiated, 
and, too often, his morals are corrupted by those vices which association 
"with virtuous and refined society does much to restrain." 

Mr. Colbum replies : '* None board themselves. I have had no 
opportunity to judge of its influence." 

Mr. Cochran replies : ** Very few. I do not think it desirable. 
Almost all who attempt it give it up on account of its eflfect upon the 
health." 

Mr. Dickinson replies: ''Perhaps one-fourth board themselves. 
Not desirable. Expense, about $1.25 in summer, and $1.62^ in 
winter. We choose that students should-find homes in well regulated 
&milies." n 

It should be borne in mind, however, that these schools are all lo- 
cated In places having every convenience for boarding; but that, where 
such facilities do not exist, the case would be quite a different one. 
We believe that it is far preferable where circumstances will permit, 
that students should find homes in well regulated families ; but where 
these well regulated families do not exist, the necessities become of a 
widely different nature ; and when we take into consideration the item 
of expense, which can, by self-boarding, be reduced nearly one half, it 
then becomes a matter of some consequence to our Ohio teachers, most 
of whom are compelled to pay their own way. 

We are of opinion, therefore, that a system of self-boarding might 
be established measurably free from the objections commonly urged 
against it. 

And now, in conclusion, it might not be amiss to review hastily the 
Normal School movement in our own State, in connection with others. 
Like all great reforms and permanent improvements, the establish- 
ment of this class of schools has been marked by no mock display of 
success. Their growth has rather been gradual and progressive. They 
have come into existence, as a leading feature of the educational sys- 
tem of any State, only as the wants of the cause of education demand- 
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ed. Generally, every inch of the way has been contested ; bat in no 
instance, we believe, has a state or country, after adopting a system of 
Normal Institutes, and reaping their benefits, ever changed her policy 
in this respect. 

No State in the Union, having a Normal Sdiool in active operation, 
can be induced to dispense with this most powtfful wheel in her edu- 
cational machinery. It is an indbpensable feature. No system can 
lay any claims to perfection without it, or its equivalent. Ex-Govern- 
or Boutwell — now acting Secretary of the Massachusetts Board cf 
Education — in an address before the oitiz^is oi Columbus, said, "No 
system of education can succeed without provision for the education of 
teachers ; and in no way can this be so effectually accomplished as by 
the establishment of a system of Normal Schools." 

They are to the profession of teaching, what the Medical College, the 
Law School and the Theological Seminary are to these several pn^ss- 
sions ; and indeed they seem to be even more necessary, if we estimate 
the real value of the teacher's duties, and his evident want of knowledge 
and skill in his profession. The Normal School should become the 
grand regulating, conservative element, to give character and efficiency 
to all the subordinate departments and powers concerned in the whole 
machinery. 

But what has Ohio done to secure these advantages? With her pop- 
ulation of 2,000,000, with her 880,000 children of proper school age, 
with her 18,000 teachers, with her school fund of nearly $2,200,000, 
with her annual expenditure of about $2,000,000 for school purposes, 
with her untold mineral, agricultural and commercial wealth, (to hei 
blushing be it said,) she has not one single institution for the special 
preparation of her teachers, that can lay claim to one dime of this voh 
counted treasure ! Not one School into which her teachers may enter 
for thorough professional preparation, that they may more successfully 
control and mould this mass of human power — her 830,000 children 
^» that must some day, very soon, rule or riot in our land I 

Teachers of Ohio, is not this a considerationf What do we need? 
We need a Normal School, or a system of Normal Schools, which shall 
give character and potency to our already excellent system of Common 
Schools. They have done nobly, but there is a limit to their power. 
They cannot go beyond their own advantages. ''The stream cannot 
rise higher than the fountain." Hence there must, from necessity, be 
a limit to their improvement, even allowing that they could supply the 
important desideratum of professional training, which they do not even 
pretend tp do. The same is true of the College, the Academy and the 
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TJniversitj. There must be, then, another and a higher agency at work, 
if we expect our school system to yield its boasted good. Give us then 
the Normal School, with means to carry it forward, and we link oar 
educational system to the topmost round of human attainment. We 
fill our land with those most beautiful of all her ornaments — neat and 
lovely school houses — stronger than walls to defend us. We send forth, 
year by year, an army of trained missionaries, that shall move with 
noiseless tread^ sowing the seeds of virtue and intelligence throughout 
the length and breadth of our land. 

These shall fortify and defend our political institutions with a strength 
outvieing gates of triple brass, or waUs of trained soldiery. 

And what have other States done ? Within the past two years, the 
State of New Jersey, as will be seen by reference to this report, has 
expended from her State Treasury $20,000 for the support of her State 
Normal School, exclusive of the grounds, buildings and apparatus, etc., 
which are estimated at $30,000. 

And with what results have these expenditures been made 7 Her 
Normal School numbers now over 400 pupils, ^th a constant increase. 

niinois, with a generosity characteristic of the west, has appropriated 
the sum of $10,000 annually, to the support of her Normal School. 
The town of Bloomington alone donated $140,000 in order to secure 
its location within her limits. On the 5th of November,. 1857, it went 
into operation. Other States it is hoped will soon imitate her example. 
Already not less than ten or twelve State Normal Schools are in opera- 
tion; and shall Ohio be the laggard f Shall her teachers stretch forth 
their hands to her in vain ? A voice from her every hill top and valley, 
from her cities and from her plains, from her school houses and frrom 
her cabins, comes in startling eloquence, pleading for us to educate. 
Shall it be denied ? If so, then that voice will break forth again e'er 
long about our ears, more clamorous, more vociferous^ more imperative 
than before, and shall demand more hread^ more jails, more asylums, 
more police force, more tears, more anguish, and this must be answered 
with our money and with our means. 

Let our Legislature remember, then, that ''he gives twice who gives 
in season." 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. OGDEN, 
Chairman of Committee. 
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FAMILIAR SKETCH OF A COMMOK SCHOOL IN GERMANY. 



The following is a familiar sketch of the eyeiy day routine of a Ger- 
man elementary school, from Dickens' Household Words : 

''Just step into the interior of one of these German schools, and see 
what manner of outlandish work is going on. There ! Did you ever 
see the like of that ! Call that a school ! The boys are comfortably 
seated, and the master stands ! 

'' Mean-spirited fellow, there he stands, as thougb it were he who had 
the hardest work to do ! The room is lofty, aiiy, and well warmed ; 
the children sit, I do believe, in absolute enjoyment of the lesson. No 
other sound interrupted the teacher and his class ; the other classes are 
under the same roof in other rooms. Ruined by luxury, there sit the 
children — with a grown man, and what's worse, a trained and educated 
man, standing before them, pouring out his energies. He isn't hearing 
them their lessons out of a book ; the lesson they have learned out of a 
book, he is explaining with all the art of a lawyer, enlivening with 
anecdotes, sprinkling about with apt questions. The children are all on the 
qui vive, and asking questions in their turn — why don't he knock 'em 
down for their impertinence ? See ! now he asks a question of the class-^ 
up go two dozen little hands ! The owners of those little hands believe 
that they can answer it. There ! he selects one to answer, who looks 
pleased at the distinction. When the next question comes, he'll tackle 
some one else. 

** Now comes a lesson in Geography. He takes a piece of chalk and 
turns to the blackboard. Dot.. dot.. dot. There is a range of moun- 
tains. As soon as its shape is defined, the children eagerly shout out 
its name. In five seconds the names of five rivers are indicated, and 
named as fast as they are drawn, by the young vagabonds, who watch 
the artist's hand. Down go the rivers to the sea, and — dot.. dot.. dot.. 
*-»a dozen and a half of towns are indicated, every dot named in chorus. 
Then comes the coast line, boundaries of countries, provinces, and other 
towns. In ten minutes there is on the board a clever impromptu map 
of Germany, and the children have shouted out the meaning of every 
dot and stroke as it was made. They think it better fun than puzzles. 
Very pretty. 

<' Now there he is, beginning at the school-yard, talking of its size; 
then advancing to a notion of the street ; then of the town, then of the 
province ; and leading his pupils to an idea of space, and the extent of 
country indicated upon such a map." 
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G B A M M A B. 



Sometimes we are asked (and the inqairy is an interesting one) at 
wbat age children may be taught grammar. All such inquiries depend 
upon two other questions. First — What particular faculties of the mind 
does the subject appeal to ? Secondly — ^At what age of the child do 
those faculties begin to develope themselves ? The faculty of ohservch 
tion is the earliest in the order of development, and such subjects of in- 
struction as excite and direct the power of observation should be the 
first to which the attention of children should be introduced. On this 
account, ohfect lessons Qn natural history may be given to infants even 
before the power of reading is attained. On this account also geo^ra- 
phy should be taught before arithmetic and grammar. To limit our 
observations to grammar, it should be borne in mind that it has not to 
do with the perceptive or observing powers so much as with the facul- 
ties of abstraction, classification and induction. It is important, 
therefore, to ascertain at what periods of child-life these faculties are 
beginning to be developed. Of course it is possible to override the 
question of mental science altogether, and to make lessons of grammar 
^-what they too often are — lessons of mere memory, the understanding 
being left uncultivated and unfruitful. And, again, although grammar, 
for the right oomprehenoion of its principles, requires the exercise of 
faculties higher in the order of development than perception, and so 
should be taught later than geography or natural history ; yet there are 
portions of it that do not require these faculties, or at least may be 
simplified by a skillful use of the power of observation, and so be 
brought down to the level of younger children. To make our meaning 
clear, we may give very young children a clear notion of a noun by bid- 
ding them look about them for objects which they can see around them; 
and as clear a notion of an adjective may be mastered by pointing out ' 
the properties of that object. For example, the teacher takes a flower,* 
which the child has named as an object he can see. The word Jhwer 
is a noun. It is ivhite, beautiful, fair, or whatever other properties 
the class may observe ; for the cooperation of the whole class should be 
expected, and their attention by this means secured. White, beautiful, 
fair, are adjectives. 

There are other particulars which the teacher should observe if he 
would make the subject of grammar intelligible to to young children : 
1. He should employ oral teaching before employing textbooks. By 



878 OHIO JOURNAL 01 IDtJOATIOir. 



this means he can not only dispose of difficalties.whicfa are foreseen, by 
simple and familiar illustrations, but also deal with others as they arise, 
and which books cannot anticipate. 

2. He should keep back every rule until iU necessity has first been 
feU. 

8. He should allow no rule to be committed to the memory until it 
has first passed through the understanding, 

4. He should use familiar metaphors where there is a difficulty in 
comprehending the definition of the harder parts of speech. Conjunc- 
tions may be called hooks: prepositions wee pointers or finger-posts. 

5. Rules and definitions should be first given which are general ; the 
rules without the exceptions^ and the definitions without the infiexions. 
The great, broad roads of the district are to be traversed, and the by- 
paths left at present for after and closer investigation. The larger and 
more prominent features of the edifice are to be made familiar to the 
mind, rather than each indiiddual stone of which the edifice is composed. 

Questions to which the above remarks supply material for answers : 
WhcU particular faculties of the child does the subject of grammar 
appeal to ? Upon what previous question depends the question as to 
the order in which school subjects should he taken F By what method 
may grammar be brought down to the level of younger children f Give 
examples of their method. What advantage does oral teaching possess 
over teaching by books f Enumerate some general rule which should 
be observed in early lessons on Grammar.— -Popert ybr the School- 
master. 



NOTES OF A LESSON ON NATURAL HISTORY. 



Children between the ages of 7 and 9. 



THE GOAT. 

METHOD. 

As I was passing down a lane, not far from this school, the other 
day, I saw something lying in the road that I first thought was a dog. 
Well, I walked towards this thing that was lying in the road, and when 
I came near it it got up and walked towards me, and then I saw that it 
had horns, and then I knew that it was not a dog, for dogs do not have 
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horns. So I looked at it, and saw that it was not qnite so big as a 
sheep, that it had two horns curling backwards, and underneath its 
chin there was some hair like a beard ; and then I said *' this is a goat" 

If the children did not give it now, I should refer to some more char- 
acteristics : its fearlessness, liveliness, etc. 

On commencing the lessons, I should question on the facts already 
mentioned, viz : its beard, horns, etc. ' 

Where shall we find the goat ? In the lane. 

Yes I but all goats do not live in the lanes. 

Then where shall we find them ? No Ans. 

If we go into the green fields, what animals do we find most of? 
Sheep. Now what do we get from the sheep ? Meat. Yes ! and we 
get meat also from the goai. 

Why then do we see so many sheep and so few goats ? No Ans. 

If I were to put some bread and some potatoes before you when you 
were hungry, which would you take for food ? Bread. Why would 
you take this ? Because it is better food. Yes I and when we go into 
the fields where food is grown for us, we find most of them corn fields. 
Yes ! there are more corn fields than potato fields. Why ? Because 
the corn provides us with better food. And just now we said with us 
there are more sheep than goats; can any body find the reason. Be^ 
cause the sheep provides us with better food. 

Then where may we look for the goat ? Where there are not many 
sheep. 

Where shall that be ? 

What kind of food does the sheep like ? Nice grass. 

Yes ! and to be nice grass there must be good ground. 

Now what kind of ground is not good for grass to grow in ? Stony. 

Yes ! and when this stony ground goes high up almost to the clouds, 
we call it — a mountain. 

Then it is on — mountains that we shall find — the goat. 

Now we will forget that we are here at school, and go to one of these 
mountains. You see it rises gently at first, and we can go up it easily^ 
but soon it gets steeper and steeper, and we have to use strong sticks 
to help us up, and then we look down and see the people below walking 
about like little dots, and then we look up and see what great height 
this mountain is, and then a long way up we see something jumping 
about from rock to rock, and running about without the help of any -^ 
sticks, and yet it goes a great deal faster up there than you or I could 
do even on level ground ; and look ! see that one, it is on a ledge no 
wider than my hand. I should think it would — faU over. 
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If I or yott were pkoed there, we should fall over and be dashed to 
pieces. Bat still it keeps on, and see that jump it just now made 
about the height of this — room. How is this? It can do all this 
while we are obliged to go very slowly, and use large — sticks to keep 
us from — faUing, 

To illustrate this I should take a penny, and show that if the edge 
be slightly notched it will stick even to a wall. Then draw attention 
to the goat's hoofs ; they are notched, so that it can lay hold of the 
smallest rise in the ground with great firmness, and yet never fall. 

Draw attention to the faet that if placed on smooth ice, he instantly 
falls, but if the slightest roughness occurs, he bounds along with great 
speed. 

We will now follow the goat home. He has been — jumping about 
snapping up the little grass he finds, and now he goes — hame^ and we 
see him lay himself down and begin chewing, and yet we don't see any 
food near him. Where does he get it from ? When he was on Uie 
mountain he was so quick that he din't stop— /o ekew it, but swallowed 
it as — he picked it. Rather strange. If you swallowed a tart when 
you are at school, could you, when you got home, call it back and ohew 
it ? Then how can the goat ? JVb Ans. 

If you are going along the fields on a very hot day, and you have an 
orange in your hand ; when you are hot and tired you feel as if yon 
would — like to eat the orange. But then supposing you have a long 
journey to go, you say ''I shall be tired — again by and by, and then 
I should like — another orange.^^ But then you have not got another 
orange, so you say — ^^ I will keep part of this.^* Then you only eat 
part of this — orange^ and put the other part — in your pocket. So does 
the goat. But where is his pocket ? It is not — outside, then it must 
be — inside, and here he puts all the food that he gets on — the moun^ 
tains, and when he gets home he takes it out and eats it. This is 
called — chewing the cud; other animals that chew the cud — cows, 
sheep, etc. Look at the feet of these. What do we notice about them? 
That they are — cloven; that is — in two pieces. Then when you see 
an animal's foot in two pieces, you may be sure that — it chews the cud. 

Befer to the places where it is found. What did we say was not 
found there? The sheep. And instead of the sheep we have — the 
goat. Then the goat supplies the place of the — sheep. 

It also gives us milk, and thus supplies the place of — the cow. 

Its skin is made into a thin kind of leather, called after the young— 
kid; but it provides also nice warm beds for those men who loc^ after 
them. 
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Recapitulation. — ^Where do we find the goatT In mountainoui 
districts. What does his food consist of? Grrcus, How is it that it 
can climb so well after the grass? Because its hoofs are notched. 
What does it do when it gets home f Chews the cud. What is the 
mark of all animals that do this? The cloven foot. What does it 
provide the people that take care of it with ? Milk, Some uses after 
it is killed ? Food and leather, — Papers for the Schoolmaster, 



••» 



Commumtattona. 



WE HEAK, AND PONDEK. 



A very earnest and sober article appeared in the October number of 
the Journal of Education, entitled '* Will the Teachers hear, and pon, 
derV^ If I do not misinterpret the signature, the article was written 
by one of the most energetic and devoted Teachers in the State ; one 
who deserves well of our State Association for the succes^ul efforts 
which he has made to sustain its interests. Had all the young men 
who are engaged as Teachers in Ohio, possessed the spirit of W. H. Y., 
our Journal of Education would to-day boast a subscription list of 
twenty thousand. 

But " the best of men make mistakes ;" and W. H. Y. is no excep* 
tion to this general rule. In speaking of the prospective indebtedness 
of the Journal of Education, he very decidedly intimates that the As 
Bociation can not be held responsible for its payment. His language is : 
** The Association, after paying hundreds of dollars, year after year, 
to sustain ihe Journal, can not be expected now, when it ought to be 
self-supporting, to commence paying by the thousand. This thought 
can not be entertained." 

How, then, I ask, is the debt to be paid at all 7 Where does the 
responsibility rest, if not upon the Association ? Whojse fault is it that 
there is any debt, growing out of the publication of the Journal for 
the current year ? Had the Association, at its last Annual Meeting, 
practiced a medium degree of business discretion and tact, not one dol- 
lar of indebtedness would now stand charged to its account. But a 
majority of the members then present, against the most earnest warn- 
ings of a large minority, persisted in adopting a course which has result- 
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ed in tbe creation of a very large debt, which must speedily be paid. 
Who, I ask, is in daty, and honor, and law, bound to pay ibis debt? 
It may be well briefly to review the action of the Association in this 
matter. At the close of the year 1856, the former Editor of the Jour- 
nal resigned his office. Certain responsible parties in Cincinnati, offer- 
ed to conduct the publication of the Journal at an expense of $500 
per annum. This would have been a reduction of more than $1,000 
of the expenses incurred in former years ; and in this way tbe Journal 
would not only have paid its way, but, doubtless, become a source of 
pecuniary profit to the Association. But this favorable proposition was 
rejected. In the last number of the Journal, published prior to that 
meeting, the editor had advanced the following statement and propo- 
sition : 

" We do not believe that any new man, unacquainted with the business, can 
take charge of the Journal under such restrictions as the Association impose, 
and make it pay all expenses the first year. The printers' bill is about $2,500 per 
annum. Office rent, fuel, postage, etc., about $100. Editor's salary $1,500. 
Total, $4,100. That a more economical plan for conducting the Journal should 
be adopted, none can dispute. 

" We will not recommend a course for the Association to pursue, but it seems to 
us that the plan adopted by the N. T. State Association might well be pursued 
by their Ohio brethren. The New York Teacher is the educational organ of 
three States, — New York, New Jersey, and California. It has tk paying circulation 
twice as large as that of the Ohio Journal. But at the close of the last volume 
it found itself in debt to the amount of $2,400. Mr. Cruikshanks offered to take 
tbe entire responsibility of the concern for a term of three years, — to pay all 
expenses, and to make it pay him what he could. They accepted his proposition. 
The Teacher is still the organ of the Association, as heretofore. Associate Edi- 
tors are appointed as formerly. But the Association is relieved from all pecu- 
niary obligations. Mr. C. acts as Resident Editor, and its fiscal management is 
his own personal concern. 

^ There is a gentleman residing in Columbus who, probably, could be induced 
to take charge of the Journal on the same conditions. The Association might 
appoint Associate Editors as heretofore, and continue to control its character, 
and at the same time be relieved from all care and expense as to its publication. 

** The gentleman of whom we speak, is Col. S. D. Harris, for many years a 
Teacher, and still deeply interested in the cause of education. He has had 
much experience as an Editor and Publisher, is possessed of eminent qualifica- 
tions for taking charge of the Journal. We know of no man more competent 
to occupy this position, and we feel the utmost confidence that he would make 
the Journal quite equal to the best educational paper in the country." 

And what kind of treatment did this proposition receive ? The Ex- 
ecutive Committee thought so meanly of it that they would not even 
present it to the Association for consideration. Had this plan heen 
adopted, the Association would now be free from debt. Its members 



OHIO JOURNAL OF IDUOATIOV. 888 



ooold come up to our nei:t meeting without any fear that their time was 
to be chiefly occupied in listening to the piteous cry, ** give ! giiB !" 

Having rejected these two most excellent offers, it was determined 
to pursue a course in regard to the Journal which all might have known 
would result as it has. A gentleman who held an office of high respec- 
tability and usefulness, was induced to resign that post and take the 
editorial charge of the Journal ; and who will pretend that he should 
not receive his promised salary ? A heavy balance is also due for paper, 
printing, etc., which must be provided for without delay. 

If any, who last winter voted with the majority, think it a hard case 
that they should be required to foot these bills, let them draw consola* 
tion from the reflection that they can blame nobody but themselves. 
And if our next meeting shall be disturbed, and rendered unpleasant 
and unprofitable by the necessity of meeting this subject, let the respon- 
sibility be placed where it justly belongs. Truth. 



• •>» > 



i{latt)emattcai lOepartment. 



PBOT. W. H. YOUNG, ATHBNS, BDIT0B 



[All commanications for this Department shonld be addreised to the Editor, 
Ohio University, Athens, 0. ; and to be in time, mast be mailed by the first of 
the month preceding that in which they are expected to appear.] 

SOLUTIONS OF QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN OCTOBER. 



No. 18. Abithmetioal Question. — Divide $400 between A., 
B. and C, so that A. shall have one-fourth of the whole more than B., 
and B. one-third of the remainder more than C. 

SOLUTION BT J. L. OLABK. 

If A. gets ^ of the whole more than B. he will get $100, leaving 
$300 still to be divided, and of which A. and B. are to have equal 
parts. But after A.'s share is taken out, B. is to have ^ of the 
remainder more than C, or twice as much as C. : hence A.'s share of 
the $300 must also be twice as much as O.'s, and we must divide it 
into five equal parts, giving C. 1, B. 2, and A. 2; or, C. $60, B. 
$120, and C. $120. Adding the $100 to A.'s share, we have $604- 
$120 + $220 = $400. 
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[Some eorrespondentfl erred in referring the remainder^ spoken of 
in thtf question, to what is left after taking oat the '* one-fourth of the 
whole ;" whereas hy a mathematioal interpretation of the language, it 
can only mean what is left after taking out A.'s entire share. — Editor.'] 

No. 19. Having given the perpendicular (a) hetween two equal 
parallel chords, including one-third the area of the circle, it is required 
to find the radius of that circle. 

SOLUnOH BY A. SOHUTLIR. 

If we draw diameters joining the extremities of the chords, the area 
between the chords will be divided into two equal triangles and two 
equal sectors. Let x sa radius, A s angle formed by the diameters, 
and a == the given perpendicular between the ehords. 

Then 7^ Sin, A » area of the two triangles, 
and YgQ x fs^ = area of the two sectors, 

and ~Q- = area between the ehords. 

A ira^a 

Hence T^Sin, A-^-rr^X n(7? s=s -^ ; or. Sin. A « ^(J — ttit)- 

By the Table of Natural Sines, we find that A is between 30'' 43' 
and 30^ 44'. By Double Position, we find the correction, and that 
A = 30**, 43'. 30". Also, by Natural Sines, Sin. ^^ : 1 : : Ja : x ; 
or, x«=: 1.8878a. 

No. 20. We have received several interesting papers upon this 
question, but have not room to notice them this month. We would 
remark, however, that the peculiar properties possessed by the numbers 
9 and 11, are in virtue of the relations of these numbers to the unit of 
the scale. If we form a number on some other scale than 10, for 
instance, on a scale of 14, the properties of 11 will be transferred to 
15, and those of 9 to 13, and so for others; making a difference, of 
course, when scale unit is odd and when it is even. 

No. 13. Published in August. A bridge when measured on the 
floor is 80 ft. in length, and, by looking across from one end to the 
other, it is found that the middle is two feet higher than the ends. If 
the floor of the bridge be the arc of of a circle, what is the diameter of 
that circle? 

The solution is substantially that of James McClung. 

Let a = ^ arc of the bridge = 40 ft 
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Let k =s height of the are »■ 2 as ver, sin, a. ^ 

*< X =s the numher of degress in an arc similar to a, with anitj as 

radius, and its ver, sin, will be 1 -— co< a;. The expression for the 

ira? ifx 

length of X will be YgA» and we shall have h : a :: 1 — cos. 8 : Toq} 

which, by reducing, gives 1 — eosx^* .000872ar. From the table of 

Natural sines and cosines, we find x in this equation must be 6^ 44', 

nearl^f. 

*x 7200 
Also, we have -r^ : 40 : : 1 : R = . Substituting for r and 

and a:, R «= 399.73, and D = 799.46. Ans. 

AcKNOWLBDGMENTS. — ^All the qucstious were solved. by A. Schuy-f 
ler; Nos. 13 and 18, by J. L. C. ; No. 13, by Joseph Tumbull, S. 
Harvey and James McCluog ; No. 18, by James Brown, J. W. Duf- 
field, H. T. R. and E. Adamson ; and No. 20, by E. T. T. The 
solution of No. 13, by the '' Salineville" correspondents, was entirely 
legitimate. We have received some interesting Questions for solution, 
but think it better to dispose of what is already before our readers in 
this volume, that there may be a clean drawer with which to begin the 
liiezt. Several correspondents have referred to the article on the 
*^Zero Power y^^ publbhed in October; but as a full reply has not been 
elicited, we submit some remarks with the view of removing the objec- 
tions seriatim. 

Personal. — The interest manifested by many of the Teachers in the 
Mathematical Department, during the past year, has been duly appre- 
ciated by ourself, as manager of this Department, and we can only wish 
they had been better repaid. We have heard no complaints, it is true, 
but this we attribute to the forbearance of our readers, upwards of 
thirty of whom have favored us with their correspondence. There have 
been some causes operating to weaken the interest, and thus hinder the 
success of the Mathematical Department, but they were beyood our 
control, and we pass them by. We have, however, long been con- 
vinced that this part of the Journal might be made more profitable to a 
larger number; but the inclination of correspondents has led in another 
direction, and we have not been willing to dictate. It may be well to 
suggest, that fewer problems and more firequent discussions of the prin- 
ciples and methods — the theory and practice— of mathematical instruc- 
tion will better meet the purposes of an educational periodical. 
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We think there %$ stAch a power of a quantity <u the Zero Power^ 
for — 

1st. Ifc agrees with the definition of an exponent, viz : An exponent 
shows how many times a quantity must be taken as a factor to produce 
a given power. Zero (0) is a symbol of an infinitessimal, and is 
equivalent to j^ or _i_. Take the expression a*, where, whether a be 

00 00 

integral or fractional, it must be admitted that the smaller we make or, 
the more nearly will a' approximate to unity. Also, it will be admit- 
ted that, however small x becomes, it performs the function of an expo- 
nent ; for if not, at what point does it fail ? — whence we conclude that, 
when X becomes less than any assignable quantity, a* differs from unity 

only by an infinitessimal, and we get a* = 1 + 0; or a® = 1. And 
this result admits of an interpretation as satisfactory as any of the con- 
clusions based upon infinitessimaU and infinites, 

2d. It is the necessary result oflegitimate reasoning. Division is the 
suppression of factors. To divide ah by a, we suppress the factor o. 
To divide aaaaa by aa^ we suppress the factors aa ; or, since expo- 
nents are symbols of powers, aaaaa -*- aa = a* -r- a* = a^ X a^ -5- a*, 
where, as before, we suppress the factor o^. But suppressing the root 
factors of any power, diminishes the exponent of that power. For, 
exponents show how many times the root factor is taken, and as sup- 
pressing this factor any number of times is taking it that number of 
times less, we must diminish the exponent accordingly. Hence, divi- 
ding o^, a^, a^, a^ and 1, successively, by a^, we get 

a«, ai, 1, -, -g and a«, a^, a®, a-\ a^^ 

where it is manifest that the corresponding terms must be equal. 

Nor do we find any difficulty in the negative exponents, -f* and — 
point out some kind of opposition between two classes of quantities, as 
may be illustrated by the liabilities and assets of an estate, as is seen 
in reducing a ship's traverse, in computing the plot of a survey, and as 
appears in the analytic discussions of magnitudes involving positive and 
negative abscissas and ordinates. Similarly with exponents. They 
always show how many times a factor is taken ; but while the -|- expo- 
nent refers that factor to the numerator, the — exponent refers it to 
the denominator. The difference between a^ and a ~ ^ is, that the 
miniLs sign in the latter expression is a qualifying symbol, showing its 

equivalence to I -I . Or, to bring out more clearly the subtractive 
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natnrd of the negatiye sign; we may take the expression a" 5"", where 
the positive ezponont points oat a feictor which increases the resalt, 
while the negative exponent points oat a &ctor which diminishes the 
result. 

8d. It is asked, if there be a zero power, what is the zero root 7 

Let us see. It is manifest that /a ^ a^. So, ra^sso^^ and, whatr 
ever be the valae of x, this must still be true. Hence when x becomes 

ea 

greater than any assignable quantity, we have f^ = a*, or rasssa** 
The principle is the same as is applied to any other exponent, viz : Any 
root of a quantity is equal to a power of that same quantity whose 
exponent is the index of the root inverted. 

4th. It is held, that if (1000)0 = 1, and lo = 1, therefore (lOOO)^ 
= 1^, and 1000 = 1. And so it does, so long as we consider the quanti- 
ties with reference to their infinitessimal exponents, but no longer. 
Some of our correspondents object to the reasoning. But we admit the 
conclusion, and yet see no reductio ad ahsurdum. The difficulty, we 
think, is in forgetting that all finite quantities are equal when meas- 
ured by an infinitessimal scale, as is done above, or by a scale of 
infinites, as is sometimes done. This may seem paradoxical, but not 
more so than the necessary doctrine, that there is no distance in infinite 
space and no succession of dates in eternity. Our earth at every point 
of her orbit is the same distance from the confines of space, and the 
nineteenth century is as early a date, estimated from the Beginning, as 
the first cooling of the primitive rocks. So, measured by a similar 
scale, 1000 = 1 ; but, detached from their zero exponents, it does not 
follow. 



^In edncation, as in everything else, causes will produce effects; if, therefore, 

we want good effects, let ns combine the causes that will produce them. 

« 

— The province of Education opens a wide field for the knavery of quacks 
and charlatans, who make a practice of plundering the unwary and the igno- 
rant. The wretch who, by his bold and interested presumption, puts to hazard 
the health of the body, is a subject of mental detestation and reproach ; but he 
is still more detestable, who tampers with the health of the youthful mind. 

— There is a large amount of valuable geographical information derivable 
daily from newspapers, that may be presented to pupils by Teachers. 
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SCBAPS-OBIO iyAL AlTD SBLECTU). 

Summer too soon has gone, 

Winter too soon has come on. 
The leaf has fallen, but the fine ear of informed faith can hear the grass growing, althoof h 
the eye sees the ice-boand rivalets ; and can hear the melody of winds blowing oyer the blos- 
soms of future summers, and in the dim distance, too far for distinct interpretation, can yet 
discern the voice of happier generations. 

Thb Reward of Diuosnck.— IFranklin illustrated a text of Scripture, <<Seest thou a man 
diligent in his business ? he shall stand before kings.'* And having quoted it himself, added : 
*< This is true. I have stood in the presence of five kings, and once had the honor of dining 
with one." Franklin was diligent from his youth up. 

— At a recent meeting of the Morgan Co. Teachers' Institute, the daily reading firom the 
Bible in Common Schools, and the introduction of History as a recognized branch of educaticm, 
were recommended. Teachers and parents were earnestly recommended to be paying sub* 
■cribers for the Ohio Journal of Education, and patrons of school periodicals. An out and 
out indorsement was given to the Library feature. Directors were invited to visit the schools 
more frequently, and Teachers who decline to take part in the active duties of Institutes were 
kindly reminded of their duty. Let there be similar sentiments manifested all over the State, 
and the cause of education will be alive in the hearts of the people. 

— Mr. 6. W. Gooley, member of the Board of Union Schools, at New Holland, Pickaway Co., 
Ohio, in a letter dated Nov. 21st, expresses a wish that the public be notified of the facts in 
the case of a Teacher calling himself H. B. Smith, " that others may not suffer like imposi* 
tion." "Who came among us, obtained a situation as Principal Teacher in our 'Union 
School,' at a salary of S40 per month ; served one month to the acceptance of the School 
Board and the patrons generally ; obtained a check on the / Exchange Bank ' for his wages, 
and went to Circleville to draw his money, since which time no tidings of his whereabouts have 
reached our ears, although three weeks have now elapsed. During the time spent in this 
place, this howfrable gentleman managed to obtain credit at different places, amounting to fifty 
dollars or more. He also took with him a watch given him by the gentleman with whom ht 
was boarding, to be left with a silversmith to be repaired, also a dollar, cost of repairing, 
neither of which he has returned." We know no more of the case than is in the above letter, 
which is published at the urgent request of the writer, to protect others. 

'<OuB Journal." — ^The teachers of this State, if they will commence yorlAu;t^, can cheer 
the hearts of the Executive Committee of the Teachers' Association, by furnishing two or three 
thousand names of subscribers, with the dollars paid down, to commence a new year of the 
Journal. Let every subscriber renew. Those who can get five others should do so. Many csn 
get one hundred and more. The will only is wanting. The credit and character of the teachers 
of Ohio, the great educational State of the West, is involved in the earnest discharge of thii 
duty. Reader send on your money, and proceed at once to enlist others in the work. A new 
set of maU books now awaits a list of new subscribers. Let names be plainly written and 
the Post-of&ces and counties be given with accuracy. 

— On the evening of Monday, Dec. 28th, night before the day of assembly in Columbus of 
the Teachers of the State, the Beethoven Musical Society give a concert, and Mr. W. T. Cogge- 
shall delivers an address to the members thereof. 

— > The Atlantic Monthly for December is a choice magazine for holiday leisure hours. 

Gkneral Duties Proper to be Observed by Tba(hbrs. — ^To be at their respective rooms at least 
fifteen minutes before the time appointed for commencing the exercises of the school, 
and to open them for the reception of pupils five minutes before said time of b^^inning 
school. 

See to the ventilation of the rooms, securing firesh air without irregular conditions of the 
temperature of the apartments. 

Advert to the importance of forming habits conducive to health in such language as ma« 
impress the pupils. 
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Teaehera to be neat and orderly in the appearance and appointments of the roomi in their 
eharge. 

To ke^ an accurate daily register of the names of their scholars, reporting faithfally attend- 
ance or absence, punctuality or tardiness, good or bad beharior, and the manner in which 
their le sons are recited. 

Punishments should and will be few, if moderation, kindness and appropriate appeals to the 
honor, good sense and self-respect of the pupils, be made in good time, and the approaches to 
faults and offenses should, in this regard, be made the special subject of watchfulness. 

Dftibs or I^CHKBS nr CoNDUonNO Biotatioiis. — Prepare specially for the lesson, by thor- 
oughly understanding it yourself. 

Teach the subject and its practical bearing, not the words only, that it may be thoroughly 
understood. 

Give out no new lesson until that in hand is mastered perfectly. 

In assigning a new lesson, aid in its acquisition by explanatory suggestions of whcU is to be 
done and how it can best be appreciated. 

Rules and definitions to be wrought into the understanding, not memory only. 

Di▼er^ify explanations and multiply illustrations to effect this certainly. 

Depart from the letter of the book, and allow pupils to make applications by some instance 
of practical business, of the subject under consideration. 

Daily application by study and obserration, to increase your own fund of knowledge, that 
by Ulustration and example, anecdote and similes, more subjects may be known by you than 
you are required to teach. 

Do not, by hurry or petulance, supersede the efforts of pupils in responding, when, by 
patience and diversity of modes of presenting your inquiries, you may draw out correct 
answers. 

Fix the attention of the class, exciting their interest, and spurring the listless to watchful- 
ness by irregular calls on different pupils. 

Exhibit animation yourself, and avoid regular and formal routine. 

Strive to secure from the pupils correct and fluent language in their replies, making it a 
f pecial point to build up symmetrically their mental growth, and cultivate harmoniously 
therewith their dispositions and manners. 

Make it a n« plus tdtra, each lesson must be mastered. 

Let the pupils exhibit by anaijfsis, by submitting in their language, the merits and meaning 
in detail of their lessons. 

Keep a daily record of the merit of each pupil's recitation, his deficiency or thoroughness. 
It must be an understood consideration, that a fair and positive observation is uninterruptedly 
made and recorded of the history of each one's performances. 

Monthly abstracts of these observations should be made out on a small printed note, sub- 
mitted to parent and guardian, and returned with his or her signature thereto as proof of it 
having been seen and read. 

Simultaneous recitations generally to be avoided, at times permitted for variety, and to 
awaken the class from dullness. 

That the vocal organs may be developed and the voice rendered full-toned, firm and harmo - 
nious, by simultaneous exertions of the muscles of articulation in exercises requiring utter- 
ance in a loud voice. 

Order in taking and quitting places, requisite. 

Better attention may result from passing by temporarily those who give unsatisfactory 
replies, and avoid encouragement to the indolent by prompting and the <* drawing out process," 
where evidently the pupil is presuming upon and awaiting such helps. 

As the knowledge of the mental processes of others and appreciation of the faculties and 
powers of pupils, as well as the art of happily applying in detail, this knowledge fits a Teacher 
to communicate and educate properly, and touch the right spring of action, at the right time, 
it is the duty of Teachers to prosecute the study of Mental Philosophy. 

— We have received a valuable report iDf the Dayton Public Schools, James Campbell, Sup't. 

Prepare for Winter. — School rooms and premises should be early supplied with all the 
comforts for winter — ^the clothing and exercise of youth should be such as to preserve the 
zequisite warmth and keep open and active the perspiratory orifices. 



( 
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— Daring the pait month, the people of Athene Toted a tax of $5,000 towarde eompletiiig 
the Union School Building at that place. This makee $14,000 appropriated for the ground 
and ballding. In view of the hard times, heavy railroad labecriptioiu, and the aiae of the 
Tillage, this speaks volumes for the present enterprise and (btore prosperity of the Athenians. 
Although considerable effort was made to get up an opposition, the vote stood fire to one foe 
the tax. 

— The attention of the Ohio State Teachers' Association is inviti^ to the impcMrtant sngges- 
tions contained in the article on " County Common School Saperintendents,'' in this number. 
If this be a measure of true economy to the wtHrking of schools in the State, the snbject is 
worthy of immediate action by the General Assembly. 

Kkep to tour Caluno. — Bishop Grosteste, of Lincoln, told his brother, who asked him to 
make him a great man — ^' Brother," said he, "if your plow is broken, I'll pay the mending of , 
it ; or if an ox is dead, I'll pay for another ; but a plowman I found you^ and a plowman I'll 
leave you." 

Boards of Examiners may proflt by this example in leaving some applicants where they 
find them. 

McGuffet's New Eclbotio Readers are having great and justly merited 
popalarity among intelligent Teachers. Pablished by W. B. Smith & Co., Cin* 
oinnati. 



MEETING OF THE OHIO STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The next annnal meeting of this Association will be held in the city of Colnm- 
bus, Tuesday and Wednesday, December 29 and 30, 1857. 

The evening address will be delivered by Hon. Anson Smyth, State Commis- 
sioner of Common Schools. Hon. Judge Whitman is also expected to deliver an 
address. A number of reports on subjects of interest will be presented for dis- 
cussion during the session. 

As the business brought forward at *this meeting must, of necessity, be of 
vital importance to the welfare and future usefulness of the Association, it if 
hoped that every live Teacher in the State will be present, and take an active 
part in devising and perfecting measures for forwarding the educational cause 
The help of every one is needed, and, if we would not lose all that has been 
already gained, it must be freely rendered. Let there then be such a gathering 
of the friends of sound instruction as will make the meeting a pleasant and 
profttoble one. JOHN HANCOCK, 

CJCn Ex, Com. O. 8. T. A. 



OHIO PHONETIC ASSOCIATION. 

The Ohi(f Phonetic Association will hold its annual meeting in Colambns, on 
the evening of the 30th and on the 31st of December. 

Rev. Jas. P. Stuart, Prof, of Languages in Urbana University, will deliver an 
address on the evening of the 30th. Subject— '^The Advantage of Phonetics 
in Study of Words." 

An address by A. D. Lord, M. D., Pres't ofHhe Association, and reports fh>m 
Comnuttees, may also be expected. CHAS. S. ROTCE, 

Ch'n Ex, CommOtm, 
Huron, Nov. 1857. "^^ 
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